
Kennington Parish Council 
Oxfordshire 

Minutes of the meeting held on  
10 December 2015 at 7:30pm in the Village Centre 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Present:  

Cllrs. Baggott Cllr. Mrs Buckingham Cllr.Charlett Cllr. Cobb Cllr. Gelder  Cllr. Jennings 

Cllr. Landau Cllr. Mason  Cllr. Patterson  Cllr. Robinson Cllr. Smith 

    

In Attendance:  Anne Feather (Clerk)  

 

245.15 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Cllrs. Feather; Johnston, Ms Aldgate and District Councillor Blagrove 

 

246.15 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 

 None 

 

247.15 DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS 

 None 

 

248.15 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

The Parish Council resolved to sign the minutes of meeting on 12 November 2015 as a true record.  

 

249.15 REPORT OF THE CLERK   

 New issues   

A Resident reported ivy growing over the path along the boundary wall of Kennington Health Centre.  

It is climbing up the Electricity pole too.  Clerk contacted the Health Centre to ask if they could 

request their maintenance company to carry out work. 

B Resident reported vandalised bench at Playfield Road playing field. Chairman investigated and as the 

bench was in a dangerous state he broke up the bench so that it could no longer be used. Clerk 

informed PCSO Claire Chavagnon. 

C Resident contacted Clerk with grave concerns at the more frequent incidents regarding Red Bridge 

Hollow – He has contacted MP and Chief Constable and asked if Parish Council could do something. 

250.15 After discussion it was agreed that Council would write to local MP; Chief Constable, Police and 

Crime Commissioner, Local Police Area Commander, County, District and City Councils regarding its 

concerns surrounding the activities at Red Bridge Hollow and to ask South Hinksey Parish Council to 

do the same.  All Councillors would write in their own right.  Include in Kennington Chronicle a 

suggestion that residents also write to express their concern too, which would appear to be 

escalating.   

ACTION FOR CLLRS – Write to voice their concerns as to the activities at Red Bridge Hollow 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Forward addresses and email addresses to all Councillors for their use  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Include something in the article for Kennington Chronicle  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to MP; Chief Constable, Police and Crime Commissioner, Local Police Area 

Commander,  County, District and City Councils 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact South Hinksey Parish Council to ask if they could do the same  

 

Continuing issues 

D Wrote to Cllr. Johnston objecting to the decision made by Oxfordshire County Council’s Cabinet of 

withdrawing all bus subsidies and the funds to the Dial a Ride (copying in all County Councillors) 
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E Forwarded details of the 2016 Data Protection registration to Cllr. Landau for checking.  He 

explained the categories were very broad, but believed they were satisfactory as they stood.  

F Contacted Oxfordshire County Council pension department to begin to set up pension – they need a 

copy of the Council’s resolution from the minutes as authorisation.    

G Contacted twice during month Nicola Douglas of County Highways department with regard to: 

a. the corner of Grundy Crescent, asking if there were any plans to make good 

b. if there has been any progress with regard to contacting Sovereign Housing Association 

about one of its properties in Meadow View Road, next to the alleyway 

c. state of the road outside 20 and 22 Poplar Grove, after the completion of recent works 

carried out by Southern Electric 

Awaiting responses. 

H Contacted contractor who is to carry out work on boundary hedge between Memorial Field and the 

Playing field at Playfield Road.  Contractor would like to carry out the work beginning January 2016. 

I Contacted the electrician who installed defibrillator outside Kirlena, he has carried out some 

alterations to door but still a damp issue as there is mildew on the straps of the unit.  He is going to 

re-fit cabinet.  Also concerns as to whether the small heater in the unit is working - he will check this.  

J Litter bin for Forest Side playing field has been installed on the front wall of the pavilion.  Play Area 

Warden happy to empty bin regularly. 

K Contacted resident at The Paddock regarding overhanging vegetation and branches, informing him 

that the pathway is maintained by the Parish Council and that the Chairman is happy to meet both 

resident and his contractor to identify which tree branches they think are in need of cutting down. 

L Finders Keepers contacted Clerk requesting further branches be cut back away from 12 The Paddock 

due to squirrels gaining access to the property via the trees. Cllrs. Charlett and Gelder inspected and 

cut back branches.  Noticed residents have a bird feeder, it would also seem that the residents are 

throwing their grass cuttings over into the field.  Clerk has contacted Finders Keepers explaining that 

the branches have been cut back and suggested residents did not encourage the squirrels by having 

a feeder and also to stop throwing grass cuttings over fence, if it is the residents. 

M Contacted Vale of White Horse District Council’s Street Sign department, asking if there had ever 

been a ‘Poplar Grove’ sign on the junction of Poplar Grove and The Avenue, on the north side. Only 

one street name plate is recorded on that junction for Poplar Grove and it’s on the South side of the 

junction.  Clerk wrote to resident reporting this. 

N Ordered the moulded bench to replace rotten wooden bench in Playfield Road playing field.  This has 

been installed, with the inscription in memory of Mr Sturgess affixed to the new bench. 

O Completed Land Registry form consenting to the registration of Small World Nursey of the strip of 

land being part of the ‘goats’ field’.  Checked with Julia Kent before returning signed consent. 

P Reviewed risk assessment for the Carols around the Tree - forwarded copy to those involved event. 

Q Cllrs. Charlett; Johnston and Mason together with Tim Gardiner and the Clerk visited Cholsey 

pavilion – Meeting took place to begin to move things forward.  Article to be included in Kennington 

Chronicle, on website and Facebook asking residents what they would like to see from a new facility. 

R Cllrs. Mrs Buckingham and Patterson attended Town and Parish Forum in November.  Interesting 

and informative – included updates on better broadband in more rural areas; planning enforcement 

and its difficulty as well as the Local Plan explaining the unmet housing need of Oxford City – must 

keep its eye on proposed developments.  Major incident information was gathered for village’s 

Emergency Plan. 
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S Issues of fly tipping at allotment gate is becoming a problem – Clerk was contacted by Allotment 

Chairman who has been in contact with Richard Webb.  Clerk also contacted Richard who was 

arranging for it to be sorted.  

T Sent annual invoice to Kennington Village Hall Treasurer for the contribution towards the collection 

of litter around the village centre between April 2015 and March 2016.  

U Sent Mr Taylor a letter of condolence in relation to his father’s passing and also thanked him for the 

£100 as it was one of his father’s wishes for flowers to be planted in the village.  It was agreed that 

planting shrubs at the War Memorial may be a good place; however it will be agreed with Mr Taylor. 

V Rang Said Business School to remind them that Cllrs. Charlett and Gelder will be collecting the trolley 

on Saturday 5 December.  Rang Bagley Wood Saw Mill to remind them of delivery of Christmas tree. 

W Mr Pope thanked Council for putting his name forward for the Community Awards – He had a very 

enjoyable lunch.  He also sent Council a Christmas card thanking the Councillors. 

X Reported crack across Playfield Road from the parade of shops to 2 Playfield Road, to Oxfordshire 

County Highways Department. 

Y Cllrs. Charlett and Gelder carried out the six monthly tree inspection. 

Z Cllrs. Charlett and Gelder carried out the annual asset inspection. 

AA Contacted Julia Kent regarding the lease for Playfield Road playing field, she explained that she has 

the amended plan and will send things off next week. 

AB Contacted Jodee Pickford from Sovereign Housing Association with regard to the siting of the fourth 

defibrillator – left message awaiting call back.   

ACTION FOR CLERK – Put something in Kennington Chronicle and Facebook asking if anyone would be willing 

to have the defibrillator unit installed on their outside wall 

 

AC Contacted Biffa to ask for progress on the graffiti under the flyover bridge – awaiting a call back 

AD Contacted Oxford City Council to report graffiti along the cycle track under the hamburger 

roundabout at the end of Abingdon Road 

 

251.15 CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID 

Correspondence for discussion/action 

A Vale of White Horse Local Plan – Details of Stage 2 and whether Council wishes to submit further 

written material and/or attend the Hearing Sessions 

252.15 It was agreed that Council would attend the Hearing Sessions, planned for February, with Cllr. 

Patterson volunteering to represent the Parish Council.  He will express Kennington’s concerns 

regarding the way the proposed site south of Kennington has been taken out of the green belt and 

will be agreeing with Radley Parish Council on this issue.   

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform Programme Officer which session Cllr. Patterson wishes to attend 

ACTION FOR CLLR. PATTERSON – Attend Hearing on behalf of the Council 

 

B Letter from resident reporting   

1. The sinking of the road near the flyover, reporting he has written to Thames Water 

2. Thames Water has completed works at the corner of Upper Road and Kennington Road. 

3. Pothole outside No. 57 and 59 Kennington Road 

4. Danger to hump outside No 54 Kennington Road 

5. The trench across the outside No 100 Kennington Road 

6. Road by Health Centre breaking up (199 Kennington Road) 
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7. Damp coming through road in The Avenue at mouth of Poplar Grove when there is any rain 

8. Bush at tree in The Avenue from Simpsons ay to Playfield Road needs cutting back 

9.           Bush on The Avenue opposite lamp post 92 needs cutting back 

Clerk informed Highways 

C OALC - Budgeting for possible salary increases next year and NI  

D Simon Birkett contacted the Clerk to say that after nearly 13 years he will be stepping down from 

looking after the village website sometime next year.  He explained that ‘this is not so much a 

resignation as me giving the Council a notice period of indeterminate length so that they can consider 

what they would like to do with the website and who should be doing it. Obviously, I'm happy to 

meet with whoever to talk through the issues and the logistics’. 

 Cllr. Landau volunteered to speak with Simon with a view to putting something in the Kennington 

Chronicle and Kennington Connected asking if someone would like to take over Simon’s role in 

maintaining the website. 

ACTION FOR CLLR. LANDAU– Speak with Simon regarding the Village Website  

 

Correspondence for information 

E Completed renewal form from Kennington Fairtrade 

F Thank you from Oxfordshire Association for the Blind for Council’s recent grant 

G Precepts 2016/17 information letter from Vale of White Horse District Council 

H Oxford Flood Alleviation Scheme newsletter (forwarded to all Councillors) 

I Notice of further public consultation for Botley Centre draft supplementary planning document 

(SPD) from 20 November to 18 December 2015.  Cllr. Patterson reported that the amended plans to 

just develop Council owned properties is just what Botley residents wanted from the beginning.   

J Invitation to CPRE meeting – Monday 7 December regarding Local Plan Examination Stage 2 

K Oxfordshire County Council Pensions November Newsletter - invited to meeting on 10 December 

L Thames Water reported completion of works at corner of Upper Road and Kennington Road  

M TVERC (Thames Valley Environmental Records Centre) Training Programme 2016 

N OALC Newsletter – forwarded to all Councillors 

O Radley Neighbourhood Plan message December 2015 – forwarded to all Councillors 

P Talking Oxfordshire – notes of 9 November meeting - forwarded to all Councillors 

Q Oxford Direct Services Letter – offering services in the light of Oxfordshire County Council cuts 

R Christmas card from Oxford Conservation Volunteers 

S Thames Guardian 

T Christmas card from Mr Pope thanking the Council for nominating him for Community Awards 

U Carers Oxfordshire Monthly Update - December 2015  

V BGG Company – Garden and Tree Care company requesting to tender for work 

 

Advertising correspondence 

Can be found on table at the back of the room 
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253.15 FINANCIAL REPORT  

Statement of Bank Accounts as at 30 November 2015 

Community Account                                                                                          £500.00 

Business Premium Account                                                                           £112,559.88 

National Savings Investment Account                              £8,137.39 

Sub total 121,197.27 

Less outstanding cheques 0 

Total 121,197.27 

Charity Land B.S.A.                                                                                             £168.94 

 
Accounts to be paid in December 

 

Cheque No. 
106… 

   Power to Act 
 

428 Mrs A Feather 
Salary for November less tax and NI          

£1121.22 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

429 Mr M Hutton - Play Warden 
wages for December less tax                       

£101.55 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

430 HM Revenue and Customs 
Tax and Employer NI 

£286.48 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

431 Village Hall 
Room Hire for December 

£69.15 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

432 Toby Fleming – War Memorial 
December’s allowance  

£45.00 War Memorials Act 
1923 

433 Colin Charlett 
Chairman’s Quarterly Allowance 

£137.50 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

434 Glasdon UK Limited 
Litter bin for Forest Side playing field 

£115.39 Sections 5 & 6 
Litter Act 1983 

435 Calber Facilities Management Ltd 

Village Litter collection for November 

£299.52 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

436 Oxfordshire South and Vale Citizens Advice Bureau 
Grant (minutes 205.15) 

£525.00 Section 137 
LGA 1972 

437 St Johns College 
Rent for Forest Side playing field (25.12.15 to 24.03.2016) 

£375.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

438 Green Thumb 
Autumn/Winter grass treatment for War Memorial 

£57.00 War Memorials Act 
1923 

439 Berinsfield Community Business 
Verges, Playing fields, maintenance and cemetery visits 
in October 

£1230.20 Section 96(5) Highways 
Act 1980 

LG (Misc Prov) Act 1976 

440 D. E. Electrical 
To replace War Memorial electric socket 

£78.00 War Memorials Act 
1923 

441 D & N Building Contractors 
Fixing new plastic moulded bench at Playfield Road 
playing field and attach memorial sign 

£60.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

442 Earth Anchors Ltd 
Brown moulded seat for Playfield Rd playing field 

£452.34 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

443 Mrs A Feather 
Ingredients for Carols around the Tree event 

£140.14 Section 137 
LGA 1972 
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254.15 Reconciliation reports together with the trial balance, cash book and summary income and 
expenditure (against budget) and copy of annual budget reports were circulated to all councillors.   

255.15 The financial report was proposed by Cllr. Patterson, seconded by Cllr. Cobb and voted unanimously. 

 

256.15 MINUTES OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Annual Finance meeting minutes held on 3 December 2015 were agreed and signed.  This was 
proposed by Cllr. Landau seconded by Cllr. Mason and agreed unanimously. 

 
257.15 BUDGET ESTIMATES AND PRECEPT FOR 2016-17 

Cllr. Landau proposed, seconded by Cllr. Mrs Buckingham to accept the Budget estimates and 
precept for 2016-17, which was agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – To forward agreed precept of £85,453 to the Vale of White Horse District Council  

 

258.15 TO AGREE ON FUTURE OF AUDITOR OF COUNCIL 

259.15 It was resolved that Council would not opt out of the new future audit arrangements for smaller 

councils, but opt in meaning that the council will have an auditor appointed for it by the new sector 

led body which has been set up by NALC (National Association of Local Councils) with SLCC (Society 

of Local Council Clerks) and the Association of Drainage Authorities.  This was proposed by Cllr 

Charlett seconded by Cllr. Jennings and agreed unanimously. 

 

260.15 MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE 

261.15 To note the Planning Committee meetings held on 17 November and 8 December.  

 

262.15  RESPONSE TO RADLEY’S NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

263.15 It was agreed that Council would formally respond to Radley Parish Council’s Neighbourhood Plan in 

support of the way that the area for the proposed development site at south of Kennington has been 

taken out of the Green Belt, but that Kennington objects with the development at south of 

Kennington and that if this development were to go ahead Kennington Parish Council would request 

a boundary change between the two parishes, which would recommend both caravan sites together 

with Sugworth Lane be transferred into the parish of Kennington.  This was proposed by Cllr. 

Patterson and seconded by Cllr. Baggott and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK AND CLLR. PATTERSON – Prepare formal response and forward to Radley Parish Clerk   

 

264.15 After some discussion, it was agreed that Council would address the issue of moving the parish 

boundary immediately, before any decisions have been reached.  This was proposed by Cllr. Baggott 

seconded by Cllr. Mrs Buckingham and agreed by all bar one who abstained. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to David Buckle at Vale of White Horse District council requesting this boundary 

change  

 

265.15 STANDING ORDERS 

266.15 A proposal was made by Cllr. Smith, seconded by Cllr. Jennings and agreed unanimously, to amend 

the Standing Orders to include the following: ‘‘Any Councillor, who is the Council’s representative on 

an outside organisation making an application for a grant, will be given the same speaking rights as 

a public speaker. When the application is discussed the Councillor will be asked to withdraw from the 

room’. 
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ACTION FOR CLERK – Amend Standing Orders and prepare up to date copies for all Councillors  

  

267.15  PURCHASE OF DOG WASTE BAG DISPENSER 

 Three quotes were put to the Council, with the Council accepting the cheapest price of £63.50.   

268.15 It was resolved that Council would purchase two dispensers, one for each playing field.  This was 

proposed by Cllr. Gelder seconded by Cllr. Robinson and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Purchase two dispensers (with bags) and arrange for installing in both fields  

 

269.15  CLEARING OF SCRUB AT PLAYING FIELD 

 Three quotes were put to the Council, with the Council accepting the cheapest price of £650. 

270.15 It was resolved that Council would accept the £650 quote and the extra sum involved in clearing the 

scrub from the fields.  This was proposed by Cllr. Landau seconded by Cllr. Mrs Buckingham and 

agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform the successful company and arrange for the work to be carried out.  Also inform 

the unsuccessful companies  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Speak with successful company with regard to the clearing of the scrub from the fields 

and at what price 

 

271.15  PURCHASE OF TWO REPLACEMENT BENCHES AT PLAYFIELD ROAD PLAYING FIELD 

The price of a recycled mounded bench, including delivery is £376.95.   

272.15 It was resolved that in the light of the recent vandalism of the bench at Playfield Road playing field 

that three recycled moulded benches be purchased.  This was proposed by Cllr. Charlett seconded by 

Cllr. Gelder and agreed unanimously.   

ACTION FOR CLERK – Order the three benches (taking funds out of the Asset Replacement EMR) 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange for the three benches to be installed  

 

273.15  GARDEN COMPETITION 2016 

Peter Biggs is happy to continue to organise and run the annual Garden Competition and had some 

suggestions on revising the judging structure and to invite residents to apply to have their gardens 

judged.  These were well received by the Council with Cllr. Mrs Buckingham working with Peter in 

organising and running next year’s competition.  Cllr. Mrs Buckingham will keep the Council updated 

throughout the coming months. 

274.15  REPORTS OF MEMBERS ON OUTSIDE BODIES 

275.15 St Swithun’s Church – Cllr. Baggott 

 Reported tree fell down in Cemetery resulting in Cllr. Baggott meeting tree surgeon to assess all 

trees in both cemetery and church grounds (not forgetting the TPOs on the Limes in Church grounds) 

276.15 Kennington Fairtrade – Cllr. Mason 

 Informed Council of a Fairtrade event in the Apple Café on 12 December 2015 

277.16 Flood Alliance – Cllrs. Gelder and Landau 

 Reported back from recent meeting. The exact route has yet to be decided upon but progress is 

being made, with an exhibition at Kennington Village Centre on 19 January 2016  
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278.15 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS  

279.15 Cllr. Robinson 

 Reported the large amount of cars parked on the road through the village, could not yellow lines be 

painted along the road – Councillors understood issue but explained that this situation is seen as a 

cheap traffic calming solution and also if yellow lines were introduced the need for enforcement is 

necessary, which could not be given due to lack of Council resources. 

280.15 Cllr. Charlett 

 Reported that £185 was collected at the Carols around the Tree, with the money going to Headway. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Report this in article for Kennington Chronicle and on Facebook  

  

 Discussion commenced regarding the quality of the speakers at the Carols around the tree, with Cllr. 

Cob b explaining to the Council the various issues of outside events.   

ACTION FOR CLLR. COBB – Investigating the cost of various sound systems for both Remembrance service 

and Carols around the Tree. 

 

 The Chairman thanked Cllr. Gelder for all his help throughout the year including the use of his car, 

which has been invaluable when moving large bulky items such as the hostess trolley and plants.  

The Chairman also thanked the Clerk for all the hours of work she did in putting the budget together 

this year. 

 

281.15 REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR  

The key item is the forthcoming budget.  However profound uncertainty still clouds the final outcome.  The 

main uncertainties are:- The final settlement on the rate support grant (mid December) 

The future of the non domestic rate 

What is the 2% for adult social care on the Council Tax based on (the Council Tax or the adult social 

care budget or something else)? 

The impact of the living wage, especially on children's and adult social services 

The removal of responsibility for education from the County's functions 

This is not an exhaustive list. Whatever finally becomes clear, County make final decision on 16 February 2016. 

 

282.15 REPORT OF THE DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

Cllr. Johnston  

The most important question is the future of the Local Plan.  Stage 1 of the Examination in Public has taken 

place; the crucial second stage takes place in February.  The Inspector will be taking key decisions on matters 

such as the future of the Green Belt on the basis of what is said and submitted.  The CPRE and others 

maintain that procedure to take up to 20+ sites out of the Oxford Green Belt flouts most of the 5 tests for 

taking such sites out of the Green Belt.  They and others (including myself) will be saying exactly that loud 

and clear at the hearings.   

Cllr. Blagrove 

Top of the recycling charts yet again. Thanks to the hard work of local residents the Vale of White Horse is 

yet again in one of the top spots in the national recycling charts! The Vale came 2nd nationwide, recycling 

65.6% of household waste, beaten only by neighbouring South Oxfordshire. The news comes after the 

successful launch of the small electrical and textile recycling services. Autumn Statement paves the way for 

more infrastructure funding.  In the wake of the Chancellors Autumn Statement there have been two 

announcements that are set to bring more infrastructure funding. The Vale is the first district to have been 
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awarded two Enterprise Zones. These areas are intended to make it easier to attract new businesses to the 

area as well as retaining all of the business rates paid within those zones to help fund infrastructure. Earlier 

this week, Housing Minister Brandon Lewis announced the Didcot Garden Town. This initiative will enable 

local councils to bring forward bids for the funding of vital infrastructure such as new roads and bridges. 

We are yet to find out what the Autumn Statement will mean for the overall Council finances. A detail of the 

financial settlement is likely to be received from the Government in last few days before Christmas. 

 

283.15 ANY MATTERS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION 

 None 

 

The Chairman wished everyone a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 

 

Meeting Closed at 8:55pm 

 

Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


