
Kennington Parish Council 
Oxfordshire 

Minutes of the meeting held on  
14 July 2016 at 7:30pm in the Village Centre 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Present:  

Cllr. Baggott Cllr. Mrs Buckingham Cllr.Charlett Cllr. Cobb Cllr. Feather Cllr. Gelder   

Cllr. Johnston Cllr. Mason   Cllr. Robinson Cllr. Smith 

     

In Attendance: Anne Feather (Clerk) 

 

95.16 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 Cllr, Patterson and District Councillor Ed Blagrove 

 

96.16 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC - None 

 

97.16 DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS - None 

 

98.16 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

The Parish Council resolved to sign the minutes of the meeting on 9 June 2016 as a true record. 

 

99.16 REPORT OF THE CLERK   

A Received email from resident regarding hedges obstructing footpath at several properties in Kennington – 

these have since been tidied up.  Same resident reported tree opposite Said Business College has drooping  

branches making it is difficult to walk along footpath. Clerk reported this to Oxfordshire County Highways.   

B Local resident reported Japanese Knotweed along Sustran track, just inside from Sandford Lane – along 

side by the Oxford Preservation Trust land.  Oxford Sustran office is looking into specialist treatment to try 

and deal with this issue.    

C Local resident reported that the Sustrans track running parallel to the railway line is almost totally over 

grown with a very narrow track for cyclists and walkers.  Oxford Sustrans office apologised for delay 

contractors would be cutting back the track that week.  As of 5 July 2016 this work has still to be done. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact Oxford Sustrans office again 

 

 Received copy email from resident suggesting a more permanent solution to the issue of weeds along 

stretch of track running north from the Tandem footbridge. 

D Resident contacted County Councillor Johnston requesting Kennington to fly the flag at half-mast on 

Friday 17 June in respect for Jo Cox.  Cllr. Chairman explained that the village did not lower the flag 

excepting on the death of a member of the Royal family. 

E Resident at the end of St Swithun’s Road, where 30mph speed sign was felled due to an accident back in 

March, emailed clerk asking if a replacement sign were to be installed – if not he would take away the 

jagged blocks of concrete and fill in the hole.  Clerk forwarded email to Oxfordshire County Highways 

asking that if no replacement sign was planned that reinstatement work be carried out. 

F Chairman received email from local resident:  ‘The resident at 56 Bagley Wood Road has today removed 

the verge outside of their house, part of which is on the highway, is this permissible?’.  Clerk reported issue 

to Oxfordshire County Highways.  Received no response to date. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact Highways again 

 

G After attempting to report dangerous pot holes in Rowles Close local resident contacted the Clerk to 

request she report these pot holes. Clerk reported issue to Oxfordshire County Highways 
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H Elderly resident along The Avenue contacted Chairman explaining that the verge is now too long for him to 

cut – requested a one off cut to bring it back to a manageable length which he may be able to maintain. 

Clerk arranged for a one off cut to be carried out.  

I It has been reported that there are rats in a back garden of Playfield Road that backs onto the memorial 

field.  The grass has been cut back on the garden side and the grass about a foot into the memorial field 

has been cut.  Poison boxes are to be placed in the vicinity – Clerk requested all boxes are kept to the 

garden side and not within the memorial field at all.  Reported to at Oxford Preservation Trust. 

J Received email from local resident asking if they can trim the playing field side of their beech hedge -  

responded to resident explaining that residents cut this edge, for which the Council is grateful. 

Continuing issues 

K Cllrs. Mrs Buckingham and Charlett carried out the quarterly audit.  Necessary action is that an additional 

Councillor is needed to check all counterfoils of the cheques are initialled by signatories  

100.16 It was agreed that Cllrs. Mrs Buckingham and Smith would check the stubs in the cheque book after all 

had been signed, at the meetings. 

L Both Kennington Methodist and St Swithun’s Churches have agreed to be part of the Emergency Plan by 

offering the Church buildings as reception centres if ever needed.   

M Reported damaged Warning Street signs near the turning off Oxford Road into Bagley Wood Road to 

Oxfordshire Highways. Received response from Lee Turner (Oxfordshire County Council explaining that 

The works order process is in hand for repairs / replacements to these two sign assemblies. 

N Thanked Emily Hamerton and Emma Turner for their presentation before June’s Parish Council meeting. 

O  Reported the dangerous state of the footpath at the top of Hinksey Hill to Oxfordshire County Highways – 

copied in South Hinksey Parish Clerk. (Ref No: 751927) 

P Cllrs. Mrs Buckingham, Charlett and Cobb attended the County Council Unitary Workshop on 22 June – 

Cllr. Mrs Buckingham reported back explaining that the Workshop was a fact finding event for the Council, 

asking what parish councils felt.  Clerk will forward Cllr. Mrs Buckingham’s notes to all councillors. 

ACTION FOR CLLR. MRS BUCKINGHAM – Forward report to Clerk for distribution 

 

 Cllr. Johnston explained that there are plans for the County Council to have a legal indemnity which would 

act as an umbrella to enable parish councils to take on more roles, with the County also having the facility 

for parish councils to ask for advice.  The Chairman thanked Cllr. Mrs Buckingham for her report.   

Q Purchased replacement toddler swing with chain for Forest side play area as both the seat and chain have 

worn.  Cllrs. Charlett and Gelder installed new swing 
R Cllrs. Robinson and Johnston attended the Summer Town and Parish Forum on 7 July 2016 – Cllr. Robinson 

reported that the forum gave presentations on the Vale of White Horse District Council’s constitution 

changes in planning, together with the Inspector’s Report on the Local Plan and the Unitary Councils issue. 

S Cllrs. Charlett; Cobb and Patterson met with Beth Elkin from Vale of White Horse District Council regarding 

Cil payments in relation to the proposed housing development south of the village.  Giving advice and 

offering support to Council if there were any project that Kennington may be thinking of.  She had spoken 

with the planning department and at this stage Redrow Developers’ ‘proposed development is an 

allocation rather than a live application.  As such timelines are as yet unclear so the Council has ample time 

to liaise with Radley Parish and develop any plans accordingly’.  

T Playing Field Committee arranged for 20 July 2016  

U Amenities Committee arranged for 21 July 2016 

V Meeting with St Swithun’s School and Radley Parish Council is arranged for 15 July 2016, with Cllrs. 

Charlett; Cobb and Feather discussing the impact of the proposed housing development on the school. 
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W Forwarded Kennington’s comments to Radley’s Draft Neighbourhood Plan – copy attached. 

X Wrote to Mr Bostock from Oxfordshire County Highways with regard to the flooding issue at the bottom 

of Manor Grove, reported by local resident.  Mr Bostock has investigated it and the connection from the 

gully has collapsed in a position where nearly all the utility apparatus crosses the junction.  He plans to put 

a new pipe across Poplar Grove to connect to a chamber there later in the summer. Resident reported to 

Clerk that a cyclist recently fell into the water, the resident thinks he misjudged the depth need the 

manhole.  He feels there is going to be a serious incident at some time if nothing is done.  Clerk asked Mr 

Bostock if he could contact the resident, which he did.  
Y Received response from Oxford Bus Company in relation to letter written regarding buses not turning up, 

leaving residents stranded without a way of getting into the City – more details have been asked for, 

which have been given.  It was suggested that the Council publicise in the village ‘Make a fuss about the 

bus!’ encouraging residents to email Oxford Bus Company with details of each time there is an issue. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Prepare article, along with an email address for Oxford Bus Company and post on website 

and share on Facebook.  Include in September’s edition of the Kennington Chronicle. 

 

Z 12 residents attended the Defibrillator Course which took place on Saturday 18 June in the village Hall.  

Several residents sent their apologies saying that when another course is arranged they would like to 

attend.  In Jones forwarded notes of awareness course suggesting they are posted on the website.   

Suggested dates for Saturdays in October are 15th or 22nd.   

101.16 It was agreed that an additional page would be set up on the website regarding defibrillators. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Prepare information for an additional page 

 

AA Requested Berinsfield Community Business cut an additional verge as discussed last month – however, the 

verge in question was not in Simpsons Way but in St Swithun’s Road.  Also asked if the verge at 137 Upper 

Road, corner of Rowles Close could be reinstated. 

AB Contacted manufacturers regarding the Twin Fly unit at Playfield Road playing field, asking if there is 

anything that could be done to make it more child friendly,  and whether the Council could part exchange 

it for a more suitable unit.  It was explained that ‘I am afraid that the safety standard are very strict with 

the design of the units. If the unit is modified in any way the certification and warranty would be 

invalidated so in case of an accident you may be liable for any injury claim’ They do not offer a part 

exchange service but showed an alternative unit for smaller children.  

102.16 It was agreed that the Potential removal of Twin Fly be discussed and decided at September’s meeting. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Put item on next meeting’s agenda 

AC Contacted Vale of White Horse District Council Leisure Department regarding the state of the surface at 

round closed goal.  The field has drainage issues, which would be helped by a programme of aeration (as a 

quick fix) but to help the complete field ground maintenance could include sand slitting, where slits are 

made throughout the whole field and then filled with sand.  Recommended that Football Foundation has 

grants as it wants to keep as many grass playing fields as possible.   

103.16 It was agreed that the Clerk look into what could be done. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Look into what could be done, how much it would cost and contact the Football Foundation 

 

AD Produced notices for the dog bag dispensers at both playing fields, It would look like the dispensers need 

to be replenished every month – Purchased 4 boxes of 800 bags at £24.50 a box – will have used all four 
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after restocking dispensers on 8 July 2016.  Dispensers were installed in March – costs Council 

approximately 1 box a month i.e. £24.50.  Clerk will need to purchase more boxes.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Put notices on both dispensers. 

 

AE Wrote to Superintendent Rory Freeman regarding Parking issues at Playfield Road and 13 Rowles Close.  

Received response from Mags Turner - neighbourhood inspector for Kennington Area. She explained that 

there may be some assistance she can provide.  She suggests that it may be beneficial to forward Council’s 

letter to the County Council who can assess the need for drop kerbs and yellow lines. She asked if there 

was anything that the parish could do to encourage or promote more thoughtful parking in Kennington, 

such as some sort of campaign and communications to the residents. She also sent copy of her email to 

the traffic management officer Chris Hume to see if he can offer any advice and assistance.  The Chairman 

and Clerk met Sergeant Kev Hickman and PCSO Claire Chavagnon who have a few tools they can use to 

educate and remind residents of where best to park – such as stickers on cars and a leaflet drop to 

residents around certain problem areas.   
AF Added a page on the website with information on the Emergency Plan for the village, together with 

posting financial reports. 

AG Worked on three quotes for the solid oak posts for the cemetery.  Underground cables would need to be 

checked - Clerk recommending an engineering firm be employed to install the posts.  

104.16 It was agreed that this would be discussed and agreed at September’s meeting after Clerk has quotes for 

the installation of the posts. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact Oxfordshire Highways requesting permission as in verge 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Obtain three quotes for installation of the posts 

 

AH Complained to the Area Steward with regard to the Council’s last three emails regarding the graffiti under 

the by-pass bridge having been ignored.  Requested the graffiti be taken off. 

AI Emailed Oxfordshire County Highways again in regard to the smashed post in Poplar Grove 

AJ Chairman and Clerk met with Jane Lane from Savills to discuss renewal of Forest Side Lease with St John’s 

College.  She sees no problem with renewing lease for further 21/25 years.  She is reporting back to St 

Johns College. 

AK Put current Insurance Certificate on the Village Centre’s Parish Council Noticeboard 

AL Arranged for an additional cut of Forest Side playing field in time for the Football Tournament on 9/10 July 

as the regular cutting programme did not co-inside. 

AM Claimed for VAT refund from 1.4.2016 to 30.6.2016 

AN Arranging meeting regarding Red Bridge Hollow 

AO Brought forward staging date for Kennington Parish Pensions and completed Declaration of Compliance. 

AP Cllr. Mrs Buckingham has written to Oxford Preservation regarding cattle in the memorial field as four 

incidents have been reported to her. Rachel Sanderson requested names of the residents involved, three 

of which Cllr. Mrs Buckingham has forwarded to her, and the fourth resident’s name is unknown.  No 

response to day.  Cllr. Mrs Buckingham also brought this issue up at Oxford Preservation’s recent AGM. 
ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact Rachel  

 

AQ Sent off invoice to Hants County Council for grass cutting grant 

AR Cllr. Mason reported parking in Rowles Close and also rumour of additional footpath from Rowles Close to 

Kennington Road at last month’s planning meeting. 
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105.16 CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID 

No request for grants 

Correspondence for action/discussion 

A Smart meter talk - Robert Pritchard the local Community Liaison Officer for SSE asked for an opportunity 

to give a presentation to Council, on smart meter installation program currently underway in Oxfordshire.   

106.16 It was agreed that although the Council did not wish to hear this presentation that details of the village 

hall be sent to him suggesting he may like to arrange his own presentation for residents. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – To respond to Robert suggesting he may like to use the Village Hall for his own presentation. 

 

B Oxford Flood Alleviation Scheme – 5 copies of preferred route for the Council to review.  Cllr. Gelder 

reported on this route, explaining that although Environment Agency has furnished Council with plans 

there is very little detail. It would seem that Kennington Pools needs to be altered as part of scheme.  

Chairman thanked Cllr. Gelder for work he is putting in with regard to this and felt there was little Council 

could do until it had more detail. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact Oxford Flood Alleviation Project asking for more details  

 

C Came and Company – Cancellation of Playing Fields Association insurance – request of Playing Field 

association’s bank details for the pro-rata return premium to be transferred.  Cllr. Johnston has forwarded 

bank details to Came and Company. 

D Margaret Biggs and Alison Peedell wrote to the Chairman expressing their displeasure over the way they 

were told that the Council was to plant rose bushes instead of the existing flowers at the War Memorial 

which they have been tending over the past few years.  Copy handed to Councillors as well as Chairman’s 

response apologising for the way it handled the situation.  Alison Peedell thanked Chairman for response 

and suggested that planting a few ornamental crab apple trees may be better than roses.  Chairman 

contacted Alison asking whether herself and Margaret would be willing to continue looking after the 

flowers if Council agreed on planting something somewhere else on the memorial.  This would seem to be 

acceptable.  The Council is grateful to both Margaret and Alison for all the work they have put in as it has 

always been very much appreciated. 

107.16 It was agreed to leave flower beds as it is as with Margaret and Alison continuing to tend for both borders. 

108.16 It was agreed that Cllrs. Mrs Buckingham, Charlett and Johnston would investigate other plants.   

 

Correspondence for information 

E Oxford Local Plan 2036 First Steps Consultation - Invitation to Join 

F Neighbourhood policing newsletter – forwarded to Councillors 

G Vale of White Horse Local Plan Updates Bulletins 1 and 2 – forwarded to Councillors 

H Green Thumb – early summer treatment of War Memorial grass – 20 June 2016 – forwarded to Toby 

Fleming for his information 

I Temporary Road Closure and “No Waiting” Restriction – at Wootton, Fox Lane from 23 June for 5 days.  

Information on website and Facebook  

J Talk on improving fresh water habitat – forwarded to Councillors, posted copy on website and Facebook 

K Oxfordshire South & Vale Citizens Advice   ‘Headlines’ – forwarded to Councillors, posted on Website and 

Facebook 

L Notice of consultation for new South Oxfordshire Draft Design Guide Supplementary Planning Document 

M The Pensions Regulator – chose an automatic pension scheme – Clerk worked through what needed to be 

done. 
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N Message from John Bright, Director of Oxfordshire South and Vale Citizens Advice 

O Police and Crime Commissioner survey - seeking views on policing and crime – forwarded to councillors; 

on Website, Facebook and asked if it could be advertised in September’s Chronicle 

P PRS for Music – Local Authorities consultation on newly proposed tariff – forwarded to councillors 

Q T4246 Bayworth, Brumcombe Lane - Road Closure 18 July for 3 days -  now due to start on 21 July for 3 

days Information on website and Facebook 

R Reminder - Invitation to Oxford FAS public event on 28 June and June’s Newsletter– forwarded to 

Councillors.  Posted June‘s Newsletter on website and Facebook 

S  OALC Annual General Meeting 4th July - Annual Accounts – forwarded to Councillors 

T Great British Spring Clean is coming! 2017 

U Barclays Bank – change in the Financial Services Compensation Scheme (FSCS) 

V Radley Neighbourhood Plan - questionnaire results – forwarded to Councillors  

W Consultation on Culham Science Park being used a location for testing driverless vehicles – forwarded to 

Councillors 

X Oxfordshire County Council - Next steps following parish and towns meetings on unitary local government 

– forwarded to Councillors 

Y Copy letter sent from Network Rail to all ‘railway neighbours’ regarding the railway upgrade plan – 

Hinksey Flood Alleviation 

Z The Big Health and Care Conversation - Invitation to Join – forwarded to Councillors 

AA Vale of White Horse Local Plan Update Bulletin 3 (July 2016) – forwarded to Councillors  

AB Message From Chief Constable Francis Habgood – forwarded to Councillors 

AC Network rail – Details of when work essential Piling works are to be carried out as part of the 

electrification of the line. 

AD South Oxfordshire Local Plan 2032 Preferred Options Consultation will be available for you to view and 

comment between 27/06/16 17:00 and 19/08/16 17:00 

AE Household waste recycling centres consultation between 14 July to 11 August – forwarded to Councillors 

Advertising correspondence - Can be found on table at the back of the room 

 

109.16 FINANCIAL REPORT 

Statement of Bank Accounts as at 30 June 2016 

Community Account                                                                                          £500.00 

Business Premium Account                                                                           £119,047.88 

National Savings Investment Account                              £8,137.39 

Sub total £127,685.27 

Less outstanding cheques 0 

Total £127,685.27 

Income in June 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

HM Revenue & Customs 
VAT refund for 2015/16 

£6,557.81 

Barclays Bank 

Interest from 7 March – 5 June 

£14.04 
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Direct Debit to be paid in June 

    Power to Act 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Accounts to be paid in July 

DD Southern Electric 
Electricity for Forest Side Pavilion 

£140.72 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

DD Southern Electric 
Electricity for Playfield Road Pavilion 

£193.17 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

DD Southern Electric  
The War Memorial 

£33.01 War Memorials Act 
1923 

DD Public Works Loan Board 
Village Hall Loan Ref: 621 08448 

£2,118.53 LGA 1972 

DD BT 
Telephone charges for Parish phone 

£224.71 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

Cheque No. 
106… 

   Power to Act 
 

546 Mrs A Feather 
Salary for June less tax, NI and pension contribution          

£1170.91 Section 112  
LGA 1972 

547 Mr M Hutton - Play Warden 
wages for July + 2 mths hrs for watering plants less tax                       

£146.95 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

548 HM Revenue and Customs 
Tax and Employer NI 

£332.05 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

549 Village Hall 
Room Hire for July 

£40.00 Section 134 (4)  
LGA 1972 

550 Oxfordshire County Council Pension Fund 
Clerk’s and Employer’s contributions for June 

£397.13 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

551 Toby Fleming – War Memorial 
July’s allowance  

£45.00 War Memorials Act 
1923 

552 40th Oxford (Kennington) Sea Scouts Group 
Grant – Minute Nos 69.16 & 70.16 at June’s meeting 

£1000.00 Section 137 
LGA 1972 

553 Kennington Village Hall Management Committee 

Grant – Minute Nos 71.16 & 72.16 at June’s meeting 

£787.46 Section 137 
LGA 1972 

554 Calber Facilities Management Ltd 

Village Litter collection for June 

£299.52 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

555 Euroffice Limited 
Ink cartridge 
Accident books, Paper and Diary 

£18.47 
£35.83 
£54.30 

Section 111 
LGA 1972 

556 BBOWT  
2016/17 Membership 

£46.00 Section 137 
LGA 1972 

557 Berinsfield Community Business 
Verges, Playing fields and cemetery visits in May 

£1377.96 Section 96(5) Highways 
Act 1980 

LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

558 Mrs A Feather 
Payment for renewal of domain name i.e. kennington-pc.gov.uk 

£73.20 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

559 Green Thumb 
Early Summer Treatment – War Memorial  

£57.00 War Memorials Act 
1923 
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Cheque No. 
106… 

 Playing Fields Account  Power to Act 
 

564 Came and Company 
additional insurance premium to cover the playing fields and 

pavilions 

£791.21 LG (Misc Prov) Act 1976 

## Authorisation for £274.51 to be taken out of Asset Replacement Earmarked Reserve (-VAT) 

 

110.16 It was resolved that Council would authorise invoice from Fleet (Line Markers) Ltd for £378.30 for pitch 
marker paint.  Clerk is awaiting confirmation from Simon Lewington of the Football Club that paint has 
been received. This was proposed by Cllr. Baggott seconded by Cllr. Robinson and voted unanimously. 
 

111.16 Reconciliation reports together with the trial balance, cash book and summary income and expenditure 
(against budget) and copy of annual budget reports were circulated to all councillors.   

112.16 The accounts for payment and financial reports were proposed by Cllr. Johnston seconded by Cllr. Mason 

and voted unanimously. 

113.16 It was resolved that the Clerk would have authority (in consultation with the Chairman and Vice 
Chairman) to deal with regular monthly cheques during August.  This was proposed by Cllr. Gelder            
seconded by Cllr.  Mrs Buckingham and voted unanimously. 

 

114.16 MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE 

The Planning Committee meeting minutes held on 21 June and 12 July were noted.   

 

115.16 TO AGREE DOCUMENTS FOR NEW PLAYING FIELD COMMITTEE 

116.16 It was resolved to give the Playing Fields Committee delegated power to manage on a day to day basis its 

main functions.  However policy making or any financial spends in excess of £2000 or any contracts must 

be recommended by the Committee and taken to full council for discussion and approval.  Decisions made 

by the Committee are binding on the Council.  This was proposed by Cllr. Charlett seconded by Cllr. Gelder                                

and voted unanimously. 

 

117.16 It was resolved that the Terms of Reference; Child Safeguarding Policy and the Rules and Regulations for 

the playing fields be agreed and reviewed each year at the Council’s first meeting.   This was proposed by 

Cllr. Mason seconded by Cllr. Feather and voted unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Make the Playing Fields Committee members aware of these documents 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Put review of documents on next May’s agenda 

 

118.16 TO AGREE TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR COMMITTEES 

119.16 It was resolved to give the Amenities Committee delegated power to manage on a day to day basis its 

main functions is given to the Amenities Committee.  However policy making or any financial spends in 

560 Mr Peter Biggs 
Sundries for flower baskets at the Village Hall 

£25.62 Section 137 
LGA 1972 

561 Playdale Playgrounds Ltd 
Replacement cradle swing & chain ## - Forest Side play area 

£274.51  

563 Mr R Gelder 

Ink Cartridges for printing of the Asset Register and also 

printing 

 regarding the Flood Alleviation Scheme route 

£18.54 Section 111 

LGA 1972 
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excess of £2000 or any contracts must be recommended by the Committee and taken to full Council for 

discussion and approval.  Decisions made by the committee are binding on the Council.  This was proposed 

by Cllr. Feather seconded by Cllr. Baggott and voted unanimously. 

120.16 It was resolved to give the Planning Committee delegated power to determine planning applications on 

behalf of the Council.  Decisions made by the committee are binding on the Council.  This was proposed by 

Cllr. Cobb seconded by Cllr. Mrs Buckingham and voted unanimously. 

121.16 It was agreed that the Finance Committee decisions made by the committee are agreed at the next full 

council meeting binding on the Council.  This was proposed by Cllr. Robinson seconded by Cllr. Cobb        

and voted unanimously. 

122.16 It was resolved that the Terms of Reference for the Amenities; Planning and Finance Committees, 

together with general terms for Committees and Working Parties be agreed and reviewed each year at the 

Council’s first meeting.  This was proposed by Cllr. Feather seconded by Cllr. Johnston and voted 

unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Put review of documents on next May’s agenda  

 

123.16 REVIEW COUNCIL POLICIES 

124.16 It was agreed that the Tree; Public Participation and Grants Requests Policies had been reviewed and 

agreed.  All Policies will be reviewed each year at the Council’s first meeting.  This was proposed by Cllr. 

Charlett seconded by Cllr. Baggott and voted unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Put review of documents on next May’s agenda  

 

125.16 TO AGREE AIMS AND OBJECTIVES AND RISK ASSESSMENT STATEMENT 

126.16 It was resolved that the Aims and Objectives and Risk Assessment Statement be agreed and reviewed 

each year at the Council’s first meeting.   This was proposed by Cllr. Gelder seconded by Cllr. Cobb and 

voted unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Put review of documents on next May’s agenda  

 

127.16 REPORTS OF MEMBERS ON OUTSIDE BODIES 

128.16 Cllr. Gelder – Kendall Copse 

 The preferred route of the Flood Alleviation project will affect Kendall Copse quite considerably, taking out 

between 200/500 trees.  What is more of a concern is the amount of snowdrops and orchids planted in 

the copse, which unless removed whilst the work is going on will be lost.  Ideally these precious plants 

need to be moved during early spring 2017 - if the project could do this i.e. before commencement of the 

main works then the plants would be saved.   

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to Project asking if this could be done 

 

 Fly tipping outside Kendall copse is becoming more frequent with an added complication of different 

Councils covering different sections around this area i.e. Oxford City Council and Vale of White Horse 

District Council.   

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact both Councils informing them of the increased occurrences of fly tipping and ask if 

they could work together and try to catch the perpetrators 

 

128.16 Cllr. Mason – Friends of Kennington Library 

 The Friends of Kennington Library put on a lunch to thank the volunteers – a good time was had by all. 
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129.16 Cllr. Mrs Buckingham – Youth Club 

 The Youth Club are looking for a new leader. 

130.16 Cllr. Mrs Buckingham – Patient Participation Group (PPG) 

 Hosted a presentation on dementia with some 48 residents attending.  The next planned talk is for 

October with the issue centering on high blood pressure. 

131.16 Cllr.Cobb – Scouts 

 Cllr. Cobb attended the Scout Executive meeting; the scouts are thrilled with the Council’s recent grant.  At 

present there is no signage for the scout hut.  Cllr. Cobb contacted Vale of White Horse District Council 

asking for help – It so happened that on inspection the street name for Otters Reach needs to be replaced 

so the new sign will have an arrow pointing towards the hut.  Also there is planned for a sign to be 

installed on one of the houses indicating whether the scout hut is.  This is going to take place within the 

next 6 to 8 weeks. 

 

132.16 Cllr. Charlett – Village Hall Management Committee 

 Cllr. Charlett was pleased to report that the lease has been signed and keys handed over the day before 

this meeting.  It was sad to find out that youths had ‘trashed’ areas at the back outside the old club 

building, including smashing roof tiles.  But it is hoped that when the new tenants are in situ this 

behaviour will cease.  The police have been made aware of the troubles surrounding this area of the 

Village Centre.  The new tenants have carried out an asbestos survey which has flagged up several areas 

where asbestos is present but they have its removal all in hand. 

 

133.16 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS  

134.16 Cllr. Mrs Buckingham 

 Wondered whether another Fresher’s Day could be arranged, may be in the spring?   

ACTION FOR CLLR. MRS BUCKINGHAM  – Ask Kennington Good Neighbours is they would be willing to organise.    

 

135.16 It was agreed that if a Fresher’s Day were to be organised the Parish Council would pay for the hire of the 

hall.  This was proposed by Cllr. Mason seconded by Cllr. Johnston and agreed unanimously. 

136.16 Reported that whilst at Forest Side on the day when preparations for the Football Tournament was going 

on a car drove fast through the car park onto the field.  All cars near the field should be fully away of the 

possibility of small children in the vicinity. 

137.16 Cllr Cobb 

 The verges coming into the village are terrible – slip road may be cut but cycle track is getting narrower 

and needs cutting back.   

138.16 Cllr. Mason 

 A resident had reported that it is dangerous to cross the slip road at the end of the village and that if there 

was a footpath on the other side it would be far safer. 

ACTION FOR CLLR. MASON – To contact highways to request same  

 

139.16 REPORT OF THE DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

Cllr. Blagrove   

Actions from previous meeting 

81.16 – Change of Constitution – Planning scheme of delegation - Hopefully you will have seen and heard more on 

this at the Town & Parish Forum. I myself could not attend 13/06 meeting but arranged a briefing from Cabinet 

members on this outside of that. In short I have found over the past 14 months that KPC has a robust record of 
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rejecting applications based on the belief that they breach a policy.  I am very happy as District Councillor to assist 

the Parish Council on making sure they are heard when this is the case. If the Parish Council believes it would be 

suitable for me to attend planning meetings whenever possible I am happy to do this, or simply receive a briefing. I 

have a pretty clear calendar from 15th August – 2nd September if the PC or a member(s) of would like to meet to 

discuss this further. 

92.16 – Playing Fields - The Kennington playing fields, and indeed any space not allocated for specific development 

have not been removed from the green belt (including sites earmarked for potential Oxford Unmet Housing).  The 

playing fields still have the same protection that should they be designated in the future an alternative would have 

to be found.  In short they are safe. 

Update on local plan - South Kennington (Radley parish) – This site is included for housing development in Local 

Plan Part 1. The Scrutiny Committee met last week to go through the councils proposed response to the 

inspector’s recommended modification.  Baring a couple of wording redraft recommendations the committee was 

satisfied that council will take the appropriate measures to ensure the plan if found sound.  The inspector 

recommends that no sites that were not allocated for specific Vale housing needs (see comment on Oxford Unmet 

Housing above) were NOT included in Local Plan Part 1, but addressed in Part 2 where it is hoped we will have a 

firmer idea of what those numbers will be.  The timetable remains the same regarding the adoption of Part 1 – 

December Council. 

140.16 Cllr. Johnston 

Cllr. Johnston has something to add – with regard to the Local Plan the Inspector was very firm 19 areas were put 

back in the green belt – 2 sites in Radley and 1 in Sunningwell.  Also the PCM report with regard to the unitary 

proposals has been delayed. 

 

141.16 REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR  

The railway line has been increase in height by 67cm, which is more than originally planned.  The piling with regard 

to the electrification of the line will be carried out over the next year.  This is because it will be intermittent as 

Paddington, Bristol and Cardiff will be more of a priority.   

 Lodge Hill – the proposed lorry park is very unlikely as the Council has asked for funding from the road haulage 

firms and nothing has been forthcoming.  The Park and Ride has at present no design work, as a feasibility study is 

being prepared as it needs to fit between the proposed slip roads.  The Park and Ride will also need full planning 

permission as the land is in the green belt.   

There are plans to change section 278 of the Highways Act to enable the transfer of Section 107 payments easier.   

The County Unitary report is very advanced; it will be in the public domain at the beginning of August.  There 

would seem to be two feasible proposals. 

 

142.16 ANY MATTERS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION 

 1. The Potential removal of Twin Fly unit at the outdoor gym in Playfield Road playing field 

 

Meeting Closed at 9:25pm 

 

 

Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


