
Kennington Parish Council 
Oxfordshire 

Minutes of the meeting held on  
12 May 2016 at 7:30pm in the Village Centre 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Present:  

Cllr. Baggott Cllr. Mrs Buckingham Cllr.Charlett Cllr. Cobb Cllr. Feather  Cllr. Gelder   

Cllr. Jennings Cllr. Johnston  Cllr.  Mason Cllr. Patterson Cllr. Robinson Cllr. Smith 

    

In Attendance 2 members of the public and Anne Feather (Clerk)  

 

1.16 ELECT CHAIRMAN and sign the declaration of acceptance of office 

Cllr. Charlett was nominated by Cllr. Cobb, seconded by Cllr. Johnston and elected unopposed.   He 

thanked the members of the Parish Council and pledged to work hard for the village during the 

coming year.  He signed the declaration of office. 

 

2.16 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

District Cllr. Blagrove 

3.16 Proposed by Cllr. Johnston, seconded by Cllr. Feather, the Council APPROVED a period of absence of 

6 months because of illness for Cllr. Landau so that the Council may continue to enjoy the benefit of 

his expertise and experience while he is unable to attend meetings.  This dispensation may be 

extended by further periods of 6 months and will be reviewed in October 2016. 

 

4.16 ELECT VICE-CHAIRMAN 

Cllr. Cobb was nominated by Cllr. Johnston, seconded by Cllr. Smith and elected unopposed.  He 

thanked members. 

 

5.16 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 

Resident concerned about youths kicking footballs into his garden and then getting under the fence 

and through his hedge into his garden to retrieve the balls, damaging property on the way.  Youths 

explained they can’t use the round closed goal in bad weather as the surface floods.  Resident 

requested a new surface.  It was suggested this item be brought forward to June’s meeting. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Put round closed goal’s surface on June’ 

 

6.16 DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS 

 None 

 

7.16 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

The Parish Council resolved to sign the minutes of the meeting on 14 April 2016 as a true record. 

 

8.16 APPOINTMENTS TO COMMITTEES AND OUTSIDE BODIES AND SIGNATORIES FOR CHEQUES 

It was agreed that the following would be appointed to the committees and outside bodies.  

9.16 COMMITTEES   

1. Finance Committee - The whole council 

2. Planning Committee - Cllrs. Charlett, Cobb, Feather, Gelder, Mason, Patterson, Smith 

3. Amenities Committee - Cllrs. Ms Aldgate, Baggott, Mrs Buckingham, Charlett, Feather, 

Gelder, Robinson, Smith 

10.16 OUTSIDE BODIES 

1. Village Hall Management Committee - Cllr. Charlett 
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2. Youth Club - Cllr. Mrs Buckingham 

3. Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils (OALC ) – Cllr. Mrs Buckingham 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Find information of meetings for Cllr. Mrs Buckingham 

4. Friends of Kennington Library – Cllr. Mason 

5. Patients Forum - Cllr. Mrs Buckingham 

11.16 CHEQUE SIGNATORIES 

Four signatories for the bank accounts - Cllrs. Baggott, Charlett, Patterson and Cobb were approved.   

12.16 All the above committee members were proposed by Cllr. Baggott, seconded by Cllr. Cobb and all 

elected unopposed. 

 

13.16 REPORT OF THE CLERK   

New issues 

 A South Hinksey Parish Council would like to meet with Kennington Parish Council to discuss the paths 

at the top of Hinksey Hill. 

14.16 After discussion it was agreed that Council would report the state of the footpaths to the Highways 

Department 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Report to South Hinksey Parish Council that Kennington will contact the Highways 

Department  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Report state of footpaths to Oxfordshire County highways department  

 

B Resident asked what was going on at the Scout Hut in Otters Reach – lots of ‘lettings' of the hall 

which involved parties that went on well after the cut off time that should be adhered to – this has 

resulted in very anti-social 'behaviour' and very loud music from the hall, which appears to have no 

sound-proofing at all.  As guests have left they made a lot of laughing and screaming and disruption 

for the folk who live there with laughing and screaming as guests leave the premises.  Resident has 

contacted Anthony Morris but have yet to hear back from him regarding his 'investigations. Clerk 

recommended the situation be reported to the Environmental Health Officer.   

 Cllr. Cobb reported that he attended the recent AGM of the Scouts and they were aware of the 

situation.  The Scouts do not want to upset anyone and have now put a finishing time on all hiring of 

9pm.  Most functions will be Birthday parties held in the afternoon.  There are 2 more pre-booked 

parties and they have been around the close neighbours explaining the situation.  The residents 

seemed happy.  

C Local resident contacted Clerk with regard to the No 35 Bus service running through the village.  The 

buses seem to be delayed or do not turn up.  This is happening on a regular basis with villagers missing 

hospital appointments.  She has complained directly to the Bus Company but wanted to inform the 

Parish council also.  Resident in her 80s.  A further resident contacted Clerk with same issues; earlier in 

the week her and her husband (both in their 80s) took 2 hours to get to the hospital – 50 minutes of 

which was waiting at for a bus at Manor Grove.   She has also complained directly to the Bus Company 

but with no joy.  She thought the village deserved better buses and a better service.   

15.16 After much discussion it was agreed that Council would get in touch with the Oxford Bus Company 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to Oxford Bus Company regarding this issue  

 

D Resident from The Paddock requesting overhanging branches from the Parish’s land in the Memorial 

Field, to be cut back.  Work has been carried out by the Parish Council in the past. 
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16.16 It was agreed that Cllrs. Charlett and Gelder visit the resident and look at the issues. 

ACTION FOR CLLRS. CHARLETT & GELDER – Visit resident and look at the issues.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Respond to residents   

 

Continuing issues 

E Re-filled the dog bag dispensers at both playing fields. (17.4.16) 

F Arranged a meeting for 2 June with Radley Parish Councillors with regard to the proposed 

development South of Kennington.  

G Arranged a meeting for 26 May with Beth Elkins - Community Infrastructure Support Officer for 

South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils who acts as a liaison point between 

District and Town /Parish Councils on planning and delivery of infrastructure secured through the 

S106 legal agreement process.  

H Wrote to Mark Kemp – Deputy Director at Oxfordshire County Council explaining the imperativeness 

of including an extensive schedule of traffic calming in the immediate area of the proposed A34 

additional slip road at Lodge hill and particularly along Bagley Wood Road, Sugworth Lane and 

through Kennington village to order to avoid these roads becoming ‘rat runs’ if the proposed 

schedule is given the go ahead.  Acknowledgement received. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Chase response  

 

I Contacted Sandford Lane residents for details of the lorry that reversed into the entrance of the 

Cemetery causing damage to the grass verge.  Wrote to Managing Director of Sliders UK asking for 

an offer of compensation when one of his delivery lorries churned up the grass outside the cemetery 

upon the realisation that the lorry could not get under the railway bridge to the Industrial Estate for 

delivery purposes.  Two Cllrs. Recently have experienced large lorries and artics making deliveries to 

the Estate, and as not being able to get under the bridge, deliveries are offloaded onto unregistered 

fork lift trucks. 

17.6 After much discussion it was agreed that Council would write to the owner of the Industrial Estate 

informing him of the situation and also to write to all businesses trading within the Estate. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to owner of Sandford Industrial Estate  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to all businesses on Sandford Industrial Estate  

 

J Responded to local resident who reported the state of Kennington Road and The Avenue through 

the village.  Wrote to Area Steward regarding the state of Kennington Road and The Avenue through 

the village and asking if something could be done to rectify this issue.  Received following response:  

‘I have made a site visit to The Avenue and to Kennington Road, and I agree with your view that these 

roads warrant our attention.  The Asset Management Team is aware of the condition of these roads, 

and they have programmed resurfacing of The Avenue for the financial year 2017/18, and there is an 

intention to resurface Kennington Road in the financial year 2018/19.  However, our budget for 

highway maintenance has been reduced by a third, from £3 million to £2 million per year, and there 

are many roads in Oxfordshire in similar or worse condition. The Asset Management Team is 

currently reviewing their plans for the next few years, and it is likely that these works may be moved 

to a later programme.  In the meantime, we will inspect the roads in accordance with our programme 

of inspections, and respond to Public Enquiries.  The roads will be kept safe and maintained in 
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accordance with our maintenance policy and as budgets allow. I regret I cannot give you more 

positive information at this time’. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact Area Steward again expressing the Council’s total dissatisfaction  

ACTION FOR CLLR. JOHNSTON – To raise this issue again in his role as County Councillor  

 

K Contacted Simon Lewis, (window cleaner who cleans the bus shelters each quarter) to ask if he could 

try and remove the posters as he did in Radley.  I explained that the Council would not query a small 

charge for doing this.  He is going to attempt to get the posters off when he carries out the regular 

cleaning next week.  Simon did an excellent job of cleaning the shelters with the Clerk ringing to 

thank him for his efforts, which would seem to have negated the need for getting replacement 

panels at this time.  Cllr. Patterson reminded Council that each Councillor had delegated authority 

from Oxfordshire County Council to take down any fly posters within the village. 

L Forwarded bank details and request for 2016/17 Oxfordshire County Council grass cutting grant to 

Ms Davies at the County Council. 

M Registered with the Active Places Data Platform (part of Sport England) and carried out an online 

audit of Playfield Road playing field. 

N Chairman and Clerk carried out usual checks on defibrillators and play areas. Clerk contacted Turtle 

Engineering again, manufacturers of the defibrillator cabinets to ask if checks had been made on the 

cabinet as promised.  It had been checked - no condensation as salt crystal bag was in there. Clerk 

not convinced issue has been resolved and will continue to check and get back to manufacturers in 

the autumn if condensation reappears.  If it does they will retro fix their new type heater.  

Weeds beginning to appear in Forest Side play area, Mick to get rid of them.   

Bin near the round closed goal has been ripped out of the ground and the inner bin totally mis-

shapened.  Clerk asked Mick to take away the complete bin until Council decide what to do.  Clerk 

informed residents of this vandalism via the Website and Facebook.  Mick reported that he could get 

the bin back into shape.   

18.16 After a great deal of discussion it was agreed that Council will inspect the high swing to see if it can 

be altered 

ACTION FOR CLLR. CHARLETT – Inspect area and see what could be done  

 

Mick is liaising with Norm to remove the iron at the back of Playfield Road playing field during this 

month.  Mick also informed the Clerk that he walks along the top of the Memorial field picking up 

bottles so the cattle do not damage themselves, that some throw into the field from the outdoor 

gym.   Mick will be unable to water the flowers between 13 June for 10 days. 

O Changed venue of May’s Defibrillator Awareness Training as there was a problem with the booking 

of the hall. Advertised the training session in the Chronicle, website and Facebook.  Now being held 

in St Swithun’s Church 

P Distributed the Utility Failure leaflets to as many places/organisations in the village as possible. 

Q Wrote to Berinsfield Community Business reporting the area of grass outside 137 Upper Road should 

no longer be cut.   

Emailed Mark at Berinsfield Community Business as they have omitted to carry out maintenance 

areas M8 and M9.  Explained that there could be more issues, once Clerk had heard from all 

monitoring councillors.   

Emailed again to ask if he could let Clerk know which contracts actually took place on Tuesday 3 May 

and beyond and which contracts will be carried out over next week or so.  All becoming very confusing. 
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R Contacted Oxfordshire County Council with regard to the proposed new disabled bay in Meadow 

View Road, reporting that the Council had no objections at all. 

S Changed PC system over to Windows 10 

T Could not forward details of the Vale of White Horse District Council’s grant in relation to any 

Birthday celebrations for the Queen’s 90th birthday to the school; nurseries; brownies etc. as these 

grants can only be given in the name of Parish Councils. 

U Contacted Planning Department - Emily Hamerton to request an informal presentation at June’s 

Parish Council meeting.  It was suggested that she arrive at 7:00 i.e. ½ hour before the meeting 

starts.  She has asked for a list of anything the Council would like to know about in particular. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact Emily about bring forward her arrival time   

ACTION FOR CLLRS. – Forward any particular issues they would like information on to Clerk  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Compile list of topics and send to Emily  

 

V Rachel Sanderson from Oxford Preservation Trust contacted the Clerk to inform her that she would 

be on annual leave for the next 2 weeks and left a telephone number to ring if the Council has any 

concerns or issues.   Also ‘Charlie Gee is aware that the fence on the woodland side of the stream 

needs some attention.  He’s planning to mend the fence once the ground has dried a bit and the 

water level dropped in the stream, both of which will make his life easier.  He has assured me the 

cattle won’t be able to escape in the meantime’.   

 Clerk was told that sign on one of the gates has been taken off – informed Rachel. 

W Emailed copy of the new edition (5th) of the Good Councillors Guide to all Councillors 

X Contacted DT Leisure when they plan to carry out the refurbishment of Forest Side’s BMX track 

 Had been scheduled to take place 25 July.  Clerk informed firm how disappointed Council was, as it 

requested this refurbishment at the beginning of March asking for it to be carried out in April.  

Informed them that refurbishment cannot take place in the summer holidays as that is when the 

track is used the most.  Requested it be carried out in September.  DT Leisure apologised and will 

program in for September. 

Y Sent off 2016/17 VAT request for refund to HM Revenue and Customs 

Z Ordered the Cups for the 2016 Best Kept Garden Competition 

AA Saturday Office – Cllr. Feather attended – nobody turned up.   

19.16 Cllr. Charlett proposed that the Saturday Office was discontinued, as it would seem residents contact 

the Clerk via email or telephone.  It was agreed that the office would be dropped and that this is 

reported in the Chronicle and if residents request that the office returned then Councillors will again 

take turns in manning the monthly office. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Include in next edition of the Kennington Chronicle  

 

AB Cllrs. Gelder and Landau attended to OAFP meeting in April – Cllr. Gelder reported that this meeting 

was concerning local issues rather than the main flood programme, nothing significant to the village.  

The Network Rail meeting was held the following week – the raising of the line has been given 

planning permission for the greater good.  

AC Cllr. Mrs Buckingham met with Clerk to prepare letter requesting support from residents in terms of 

skills and equipment for the Village Emergency Plan.  Letters sent out to village based tradespeople.  

Letters also sent out to the churches and school requesting the use of their premises for reception 

places and/or meeting places. 
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AD Cllr. Baggott checked through this year’s insurance schedule against last year’s and is happy that it is 

the same except for the additional defibrillators.  

AE Smashed post in Poplar Grove is still not mended – Clerk contacted Lee Turner of Highways again. 
 

20.16 CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID 

No grant requests 

 

Correspondence for discussion/action 

A The Oxfordshire Local Enterprise Partnership (OxLEP) is about to undergo public consultation for a 

refresh of their Strategic Economic Plan for Oxfordshire.  This public consultation starts 21 April and 

ends 20 May 2016.  

B Interest rate changes for monies in ns&i investment account down from.75% to .45%.  Clerk could 

not find much at all – where it is at present is earning more than in the current account.  

C White Horse District Council would appreciate comments on the proposed Sunningwell 

neighbourhood plan area designation.   The consultation commences 28 April until 26 May 2016 

D Received an email asking what the view of the Parish Council would be on the question of access to a 

plot of land at present in the ownership of Professor Evans of Kennington Manor via Cow Lane.  Cow 

Lane belongs to the Parish Council.  

21.16 After much discussion Cllr. Charlett proposed that access via Cow Lane would not be given, this was 

seconded by Cllr. Jennings and agreed by a majority of 8 to 2 with 2 abstentions, one being Cllr. 

Johnston, due to him being a member of the Vale of White Horse Planning Committee. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – respond to email received  

 

E We’re watching you – campaign – ‘We now have over 100 land managers signed up to the campaign 

and partners have reported reductions in dog fouling of up to 90% since introducing the signs’. Clerk 

requested more information.  Would seem on average to reduce dog fouling by 46%.  Campaign 

package includes the campaign guidance pack, and A3 glow-in the dark correx signage at £25 per 

sign. Minimum orders of 10 and maximum orders of 20 apply – for more than 20 you need to sign up 

to the full campaign package, contact us for more info on this. A4 bin stickers at £5 each when you 

purchase the signs.  

F Summer Town and Parish Forum 2016 7 July at 6pm – 9pm Cllrs. Mrs Buckingham and Robinson 

volunteered to attend.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Put Cllrs’ names forward when invitations are sent out  

 

Correspondence for information 

G Temporary closure of Footpath 326/3 (Radley Parish) which runs north between Kennington Road 

and Sandford Lane, Kennington due to essential electrical supply pole construction works from 12 

May for 3 weeks.  

H South and Vale District Councils - Extra Garden Waste and Waste Tours.  Put information on website 

and Facebook and will include Waste tour dates in next edition of the Chronicle 

I Change of property name from Pembroke House to Oxford Zzz’s 

J Oxford Flood Alliance – Information sheet – forwarded to all Councillors 

K Oxfordshire Together Update April 2016 

L Devolving powers to Towns and Parishes – Oxfordshire County Council – forwarded to all Councillors 
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M South Oxfordshire and Vale District Councils have a campaign throughout April to promote electrical 

reuse and recycling.  Asking for residents to make a pledge to recycle an electrical item.  Posted on 

website and Facebook 

N Transparency grants for councils with turnover under £25,000 

O Vale of White Horse District Council’s - The Big Clean Up Project in Kennington, being carried out at 

the beginning of May. Clerk suggested a few areas. 

P OALC Monthly update – forwarded to all Councillors 

Q Letter from Cllr Matthew Barber - A Better Deal for Oxfordshire – forwarded to all Councillors 

R River Thames Alliance – Update 

S Radley Neighbourhood Plan Exhibition 21 and 22 May  

T Vale of White Horse Local Plan Examination – forwarded to all Councillors 

U British Tinnitus Association – Support Group 1st meeting on 18 June at St Andrew’s Church 

Headington – request for poster to be displayed. 

R Notification of residents’ meeting - Potential Impact of South Kennington Housing Development 

S Neighbourhood Police – Newsletter – forwarded to all Councillors 

T Update - Public Service Reorganisation in Oxfordshire – forwarded to all Councillors 

Advertising correspondence - can be found on table at the back of the room 

 

22.16 FINANCIAL REPORT 

Internal Audit 
23.16 Mr Symes has audited 2015/16 accounts. Clerk met with Mr Symes to discuss Matters Arising 

Report: 
1. Check comparative figures in the Accounting Statement to approved Accounting Statement for 

2013/14 (Rounding adjustments)  – Changed 
2. Query on the fixed asset additions – This was discussed and auditor understood. 
3. Clerk’s overtime + 1 hour for the Play Area Warden in February 2016 – Minutes shown. 
4. Voucher for 2016/17 required for creditors – Not material 
5. Salaries increased by 1.3% from previous year, may require minute file.  
6. Clerk’s March salary not accrued – Not accrued in previous years – not aware clerk is paid in arrears.   

External Audit 
24.16 To approve Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement 2015/16 and Section 2 - Accounting 

Statements 2015/16 within the Annual Return 
Copies of the Income and Expenditure Account and Balance Sheet have been forwarded to all Councillors, 
with a copy of the Annual Return for the financial year ended 31 March 2016 attached. The Parish Council 
need to agree this Annual Return which has been checked and returned by Mr Symes, Internal Auditor.   

25.16 For the External Audit, the Parish Council agreed the following which will accompany the summary of 
accounts on a proposition by Cllr. Gelder, seconded by Cllr. Mrs Buckingham and voted unanimously:  
“We acknowledge as the members of Kennington Parish Council our responsibility for ensuring that there 
is a sound system if internal control, including the preparation of the accounting statements.  We confirm, 
to the best of our knowledge and belief, with respect to the accounting statements for the year ended 31 
March 2016, that we agree with the eight statements on the Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement.”  

26.16 Statement of Bank Accounts as at 29 April 2016 

Community Account                                                                                          £500.00 

Business Premium Account                                                                           £124,871.27 

National Savings Investment Account                              £8,198.42 

Sub total £133,569.69 

Less outstanding cheques £15.00 

Total £133,554.69 
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Income in April 
 
 
 
 
 

Accounts to be paid in May 

 
27.16 Reconciliation reports together with the trial balance, cash book and summary income and 

expenditure (against budget) and copy of annual budget reports were circulated to all councillors.   
28.16 The accounts for payment and financial reports were proposed by Cllr. Smith, seconded by Cllr. Cobb 

and voted unanimously. 

 

29.16 MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE 

The Planning Committee meeting minutes held on 19 April and 10 May were noted.   

 

 

 

   

Vale of White Horse District Council 
1st half year precept of £42,726.50 
Parish CTRS Grant £1,579.00 

£44,305.50 

Cheque No. 
106… 

   Power to Act 
 

518 Mrs A Feather 
Salary for April less tax and NI          

£1132.21 Section 112  
LGA 1972 

519 Mr M Hutton - Play Warden 
wages for May less tax                       

£82.20 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

520 HM Revenue and Customs 
Tax and Employer NI 

£261.33 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

521 Village Hall 
Room Hire for May 

£48.00 Section 134 (4)  
LGA 1972 

522 Toby Fleming – War Memorial 
May’s allowance  

£45.00 War Memorials Act 
1923 

523 Euroffice Ltd 
Paper; dividers; suspension files; files and ink cartridge 

£105.27 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

524 Community First Oxfordshire 
2016 Annual subscriptions (Agreed Min. 404.15) 

£70.00 Section 137 
LGA 1972 

525 Thames Water  
Water supply for War Memorial 

£2.22 War Memorials Act 
1923 

526 Berinsfield Community Business 
Verges, Playing fields, maintenance and cemetery visits 

in March 

£1245.90 Section 96(5) 
Highways 
Act 1980 

LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

527 RJS(IA) LTD 
Internal audit services 2015/16 year 

£375.00 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

528 Calber Facilities Management Ltd 

Village Litter collection for April 

£374.40 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

529 Mrs A Feather 

Stamps 

£28.56 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

530 Came and Company 
Parish Annual Insurance premium 

£968.85 Section 111 
LGA 1972 
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30.16 EMPLOYER’S DISCRETONS POLICY (PENSIONS) 

To approve the Council’s Employer’s Discretion Policy as part of the preparation of commencement 

of the Oxfordshire County Council’s Pension Fund for the Clerk.    

31.16 It was agreed that Council would approve the Policy. This was proposed by Cllr. Johnston, seconded 

by Cllr. Robinson and agreed unanimously.  The Chairman signed a prepared copy of the Pensions 

Administration Strategy (PAS). 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Send documentation including Policy to Oxfordshire County Council Pension Office 

 

The Chairman thanked Cllrs. Baggott and Cobb who spent a great deal of time preparing this policy. 

 

32.16  USE OF SOCIAL MEDIA POLICY 

33.16 It was agreed that after reviewing this policy that no changes were necessary at this time.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Update Policy to show revision date – including minute number  

 

34.16 SHOULD KENNINGTON BECOME A SUSTAINABLE VILLAGE? 

 Cllr. Mason took the Council through the list of initiatives after visiting the Transition Network 

website.  Cllr. Mason was thanked for the work he carried out in producing the paper and although 

they were good and noble initiatives it was felt that they were not right for Kennington Village but 

more suited to rural more isolated villages where such initiatives would go down exceedingly well.   

  

35.16 REPORTS OF MEMBERS ON OUTSIDE BODIES 

36.16 Cllr. Johnston – Kennington Playing Fields Association Committee 

 It was with regret that Cllr. Johnston reported to Council that the Playing Fields Association is to be 

wound up.   

37.16 It was agreed that Parish Council would take over the running of both playing fields after a formal 

hand over meeting – to be arranged within the next month or so after the Charities Commission had 

been informed; insurance company notified etc.  This was proposed by Cllr. Charlett, seconded by 

Cllr. Mrs Buckingham and voted for unanimously. 

38.16 It was agreed that a new Playing Fields Committee be formed.  Cllrs. Mrs Buckingham; Charlett; 

Feather; Patterson; Robinson and Smith all volunteered to be members and it was felt that a 

representative from both the Cricket and Football Clubs be invited to join the committee together 

with Tim Gardiner, who is interested in stay involved with the running of the playing fields. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange the first meeting of this committee at the beginning of June to formulate a 

plan to move forward.  

 

39.16 Cllr. Baggott –St Swithun’s Church 

 Rev Pam Mckellen is to retire on 9 October this year, with a replacement not expected much before 

the following October.  24hr Hymnathon being organised over Saturday and Sunday to raise the 

needed £2,000 for work on the flat roof of the kitchen.  Also there is to be a tea party of all residents 

over the age of 90 to celebrate the Queen’s 90th birthday. 

40.16 Cllr. Mason – Friends of the Kennington Library 

 Pam Allen is now the new Chairman of the Friends of Kennington Library. 

41.16 Cllr. Mrs Buckingham – Kennington Youth Club 

 Although Youth Club has had issues it is beginning to settle down and be enjoyed by the children. 
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42.16 Cllr. Charlett – Kennington Village Hall 

 The change of use for the old Social Club has been granted so should see some movement in the 

refurbishment of the building soon.  

 

43.16 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS  

44.16 Cllr. Patterson  

 Request for Clerk to write to Highways to ask for the yellow sign at the slip road be taken down as it 

is well over 12 months since the work has been completed. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write again to the County Highways Department 

 

45.16 Cllr. Mason 

Resident reported cars speeding along Upper Road – recommend residents report to police directly 

as Parish Council cannot do anything. 

46.16 Cllr. Smith 

 Attended the Playgroup Inspection Course last weekend – very good course learning a great deal 

about play equipment especially wooden structures and how they rot relatively quickly.  Cllr. 

Charlett suggested that they both carry out the next Play Area inspections.    

ACTION FOR CLLRS CHARLETT & SMITH – Carry out joint Inspections of the Play Areas in the village  

 

47.16 Cllr. Mrs Buckingham 

 Reported that the round closed goal was filthy – green mildew was making the goal look dreadful.   

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact Simon Lewis to ask if he would mind cleaning it  

 

 Outside St Swithun’s School by the bus stop there is around a foot of tall overgrown vegetation by 

the boundary of the bungalow next to the school – it looks terribly unkempt. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact Berinsfield Community Business and request they cut this down as part of the 

Maintenance Contract (it could be but this contract has not been completed as yet this month)  

 

48.16 Cllr. Charlett 

 Neighbourhood Plan – although this plan should not be carried out by the Parish Council, Cllr. 

Charlett is conscious that Council is being given some grief in not working towards such a plan.  Is 

any Councillor prepared to find out if the village has any interest in formulating a Neighbourhood 

Plan?  There needs to be enthusiasm and interest from the community as it is community driven 

with the Parish Council giving support and at times facilitating.  It was mentioned that the group 

meeting next week, headed by Carolyn Jessop may be a group that would have the enthusiasm and 

drive to work towards a Neighbourhood Plan.  Cllrs. Johnston and Patterson plan to attend next 

week’s meeting regarding the proposed housing development to the South of Kennington.  Cllr. 

Johnston will ask if the group would be interested in formulating a Kennington Neighbourhood Plan.  

ACTION FOR CLLR. JOHNSTON – Ascertain whether or not the group meeting next week would be interested 

in working on a Neighbourhood Plan  

 

 Memorial Planting – Council still needs to purchase plants with the monies left by the Late Mr Taylor.   

50.16 It was agreed that Cllrs. Mrs Buckingham; Charlett and Johnston would meet and choose some roses 

for the War Memorial. 
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ACTION FOR CLLRS. MRS BUCKINGHAM; CHARLETT & JOHNSTON – Purchase roses for War Memorial  

ACTION FOR CLERK  – Thank Margaret Biggs and Alison Peddell for their maintaining the flower border but 

explain Council’s decision to plant roses with monies left for War Memorial  

 

 Entrance to the cemetery is in a dreadful state; lorries are really damaging the grass as they reverse 

into the entrance.  This entrance needs to be made more difficult for large vehicles to reverse into.  

Cllrs. Baggott; Charlett and Gelder to investigate and measure up for oak posts. 

ACTION FOR CLLRS. BAGGOTT; CHARLETT & GELDER – Investigate what can be done at the entrance 

 

51.16 REPORT OF THE DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

Cllr. Blagrove 

Last night we had our annual council meeting that set forth committees for the coming municipal year and 

Mike Badcock and Reg Waite were re-elected as Chair and Vice Chair of the council.  I am returning to the 

scrutiny & electoral governance committees as well as being added to the new scrutiny committee for the 

new joint contracts along with Debby Hallet (leader of the opposition) as representatives from the Vale 

Council. I will also be chairing the Abingdon and North East Area committee.   I was fortunate enough to be 

on the ‘Back Bench’ board for the interviewing of the new Chief Executive and a position has been offered 

(subject to agreement from South Oxfordshire Council) to David Hill, who will re-join the authority (having 

previously worked for South) from his position as chief executive of Humber NHS Foundation Trust.  I was 

very impressed with David, and his knowledge of the local political landscape, I hope, will mean he can hit 

the ground running at this interesting time for the structure of Local Government. We also granted Freedom 

of the District to three local regiments. Representatives of 3 Regiment Royal Logistic Corps, 4 Regiment Royal 

Logistic Corps and The Rifles attended the meeting to receive the honour on behalf of their regiments. The 

Freedoms were granted in honour of The Queen's 90th birthday to mark the significant contribution that 

these local regiments have made to the life of our local community and to the nation. As soon as 

‘operationally viable’ the regiments will exercise their Freedom with the RLC regiments parading in Abingdon 

and The Rifles parading in Faringdon. Devolution update - The machinations of the district council’s 

devolution proposals are probably not the most exciting news to report blow by blow. In the interests of 

openness it is however worth noting that PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC) have been appointed to carry out 

the study on behalf of the councils. A full public consultation is being planned for the summer once the final 

report has been published. Local Plan progress - The Vale has now provided all additional information 

requested by the Planning Inspector to support the Local Plan including suggested modifications following 

the Examination in Public. We must now wait for the Inspector to publish his interim findings. This is hoped 

to be towards the end of May/early June. At that stage he is likely to indicate whether or not the Plan is 

capable of being found sounds and any modifications that he will require. It is worth noting for those 

unaware that Radley Parish council are going into the process of full consultation of its residents on their 

Neighbourhood plan in the coming weeks.  As a member of that Parish council I am sure Cllr Johnson will be 

better placed than I for a more detailed update should you require one. 

Good news for gardeners - Keen gardeners in the Vale of White Horse can take advantage of some of the 

district councils’ upcoming offers and discounts.  Existing garden waste customers can leave double out for 

collection between 16 and 20 May. Any extra garden waste needs to be in an open box or bag by the brown 

bin, but not in trade bags as waste crews won’t empty these. If residents sign up to the garden waste service 

in June or July, they’ll get ten per cent off their annual fee.  During this time existing customers can get the 

discount off their annual fee for an extra bin. 
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Cllr. Johnston 

Briefing on the Local Plan, the Inspector has asked for extra information, which would seem that he thinks 

the plan sound but with modifications. 

Cllr. Johnston proposed the Rifles Regiment for the freedom of the District as Sam Field, a local resident of 

Kennington served in The Rifles and was part of the 6th Airborne Division which seized two vital 

bridges the night before D-Day.  He is commemorated on the plaque which names all those who 

took part at the local museum. 

 

52.16 REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR  

The devolution on the County side of things – an independent report is being produced by Grant Thornton as 

a cost of approx. £100,000.  Local Transport Plan is going to cabinet in May and the late challenge for raising 

of the network rail line, was of no regard as Planning has since been granted and permission issued for the 

work to commence. 

 

53.16 ANY MATTERS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION 

 Surface of the round closed goal at Playfield Road playing field. 

 Oak posts at entrance to cemetery 

 

Meeting Closed at 9:40pm 

 

 

Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


