
Kennington Parish Council 
Oxfordshire 

Minutes of the meeting held on  
11 May 2017 at 7:30pm in the Village Centre 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Present:  

Cllr. Baggott Cllr. Bakewell Cllr. Mrs Buckingham  Cllr.Charlett Cllr. Cobb Cllr. Feather Cllr. Gelder 

Cllr. Johnston Cllr. Landau Cllr. Mason  Cllr. Patterson Cllr. Robinson Cllr. Smith  

     

In Attendance:  Rachel Brown (Clerk) 

 

1.17 ELECT CHAIRMAN and sign the declaration of acceptance of office 

Cllr. Charlett was nominated by Cllr. Cobb, seconded by Cllr. Feather and elected unopposed.   He thanked 

the members of the Parish Council and pledged to work hard for the village during the coming year.  He 

signed the declaration of office. 

 

2.17 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – District Cllr. Blagrove, Cllr. Jennings 

 

3.17 ELECT VICE-CHAIRMAN  

Cllr. Cobb was nominated by Cllr. Bakewell, seconded by Cllr. Smith and elected unopposed.  He thanked 

members. 

 

4.17 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC – None 

 

5.17 DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS - None 

 

6.17 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING  

The Parish Council resolved to sign the minutes of the meeting on 13 April 2017 as a true record. 

 

7.17 APPOINTMENTS TO COMMITTEES AND OUTSIDE BODIES AND SIGNATORIES FOR CHEQUES  

It was agreed that the following would be appointed to the committees and outside bodies.  

8.17 COMMITTEES   

9.17 It was agreed that the Amenities Committee be disbanded. This was proposed by Cllr. Johnston, seconded 

by Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham and agreed unanimously. 

 

10.17 It was agreed that a Personnel Committee be formed. This was proposed by Cllr. Johnston, seconded by 

Cllr. Cobb and agreed unanimously. 

1. Finance Committee - The whole council 

2. Planning Committee - Cllrs. Charlett, Landau, Feather, Gelder, Mason, Patterson, Smith 

3. Playing Fields Committee - Cllrs. Feather, Mrs. Buckingham, Charlett, Smith, Robinson, Patterson 

plus representatives from Football Club (2), Cricket Club (1) and member of the public (1) 

4. Personnel Committee – Cllrs. Charlett, Johnston, Mrs. Buckingham, Patterson and Cobb 

11.17 OUTSIDE BODIES 

1. Village Hall Management Committee - Cllr. Charlett 

2. Youth Club – Cllr. Robinson 

3. Patient Participation Group – Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham 

4. Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils (OALC) – Cllr. Mrs Buckingham 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Find information of meetings for Cllr. Mrs Buckingham 

5. Friends of Kennington Library – Cllr. Mason 
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6. Scouts and Cubs – Cllr. Cobb 

7. Kendall Copse – Cllr. Gelder 

12.17 CHEQUE SIGNATORIES 

Four signatories for the bank accounts - Cllrs. Baggott, Charlett, Patterson and Cobb were approved.   

13.17 All the above committee members were proposed by Cllr. Cobb, seconded by Cllr. Landau and all elected 

unopposed. 

 

14.17 REPORT OF THE CLERK  
New issues during the month  

A Issue over new Facebook page ‘Kennington’s connected’ as it would seem that the Parish Council has been 

given admin rights – this page has been recently sent up by George Policelli. Clerk contacted Cllr. Landau 

for advice and help. Clerk contacted admin to request that moderator access is withdrawn. 

B Elderly Meadow View Road resident requested that the grass verge be cut outside his property as he is no 

longer able to do this himself.  Chairman visited him explaining that his address would be added onto the 

grass cutting schedule for future cuts. It was queried how the parish council are informed when people are 

removed from the grass cutting schedule. There is no formal process, and the council relies on the 

grapevine to let us know when people are no longer living there. 

C Good Shepherd Catholic Church contacted Clerk asking for advice on how to proceed in requesting the 

removal of the street sign directing people to the Church – Arranged the removal of the sign by 

Oxfordshire County Council. 

D Mike Ruse, Traffic Enforcement Officer, contacted Clerk regarding a new disabled person’s parking space 

on Poplar Grove. Clerk responded that we would have no objections. Cllr. Johnston had also been 

contacted regarding this, and advised that he had no objections. 

E A resident contacted Clerk regarding the grass cutting at the cemetery, saying that the cuttings are being 

left in big piles and on graves. It was advised that this would be the church’s responsibility to maintain. 

15.17 It was agreed that the parish council would take no action. This was proposed by Cllr. Johnston seconded 

by Cllr. Landau and agreed unanimously. 

 

Continuing issues  

F Footpath between Kennington Road and Rowles Close – Cllr. Feather has been told by resident at 4 Rowles 

Close that fence will be replaced / taken down at the end of their building works. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Clerk will monitor  

G Contacted The Liaison Team of Oxfordshire County Council to ask if anything had been planned to deal 

with the dead elm trees along Kennington Road, opposite the Co-cop (job ref No. 786587).  Received 

following response: ‘The dead elms and shrubs at this location are not owned or maintained by Oxfordshire 

County Council: they are actually the responsibility of the adjacent householders. I have already sent letters 

to all of the properties concerned requesting that they remove the dead trees and that they maintain the 

remaining vegetation so that it doesn’t endanger or obstruct the public highway. Hopefully, this should be 

dealt with soon’. 

H PCSO Zack Earl emailed Clerk with regard to the graffiti on Forest Side pavilion – ‘I was patrolling 

Kennington and there seems to be a lot of graffiti appearing at the Forest side playfield. It seems to be a 

specific tag so I have taken photos of it in case I see it on my travels. I’m just letting you know because I’ve 

had a few residents email me about it’. Responded reported that some of the fresh graffiti had been taken 

off. 
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I Contacted the Waste Team letting them know that Links; Liddiard and Playfield Roads were requested to 

be cleaned by the crews that will be in the village at the beginning of May.  The Clerk also mentioned this 

is not to say that the other streets within the village would not benefit greatly from a deep cleanse and 

hoped the crews could get around to quite a lot of the village as they plan to be in Kennington for a good 

length of time.  The Clerk also passed on the Councillors’ thanks to the waste crews and the street 

cleansing supervisor in advance of carrying out this work, as it is very much appreciated by all of 

Kennington’s residents. There have been comments on Kennington Connected about how nice it looks, 

and Cllr. Johnston reported that he had received some positive feedback from residents. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to thank Waste Team for doing a good job  

 

J Responded to resident who has concerns around the parking along Kennington Road, suggesting that the 

restrictions outside the village hall and shops are extended further down Kennington Road, recommending 

he contact the police as this issue does not come under the Council’s remit. 

K Contacted BT to ask if they could arrange the moving of the telephone line to the new Clerk’s address and 

also that the Council accept the two year contract whereby the line rental would be £16.50 per month 

with a £10 payment for the unlimited calls package totalling £26.50 per month – the Council’s quarterly 

bill reducing to £79.50 reducing it by some £100. Transfer has now taken place and credit from old 

account has been received by cheque. Clerk recommended setting up a direct debit set up for new 

account.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Set up direct debit for new BT account  

 

L David Muir from Marriotts carried out re-valuations on both of the village’s pavilions for insurance 

purposes.  Cllr. Feather met him on site. Report received Forest Side pavilion valued at £149,000 and 

Playfield Road pavilion £266,000.  Forwarded copy of report to Came and Co in order that they can amend 

the Council’s annual premium. Amended the Risk Assessment Register accordingly. 

M Toby – Volunteer who cuts the grass at the War Memorial suggested he weeds under the trees and 

possibly plant some daffodils and tulips for next spring – thanked him and agreed it was by great if he had 

the time. 

N Contacted Andy Severn agreeing for the village website to be on his servers, as an annual cost of £60 – this 

should resolve the issues of the website regularly ‘falling over’.  Awaiting invoice once everything has been 

set up. The website will be amended in the next few days to include financial reports – we will be changing 

the “Expenditure over £500” section to a “Finance” section, to include last year’s financial reports. 

O Cllr. Johnston had a look at the cherry tree near 30 Grundy Crescent along The Avenue, reporting that the 

tree is over mature and whilst it had a few dead branches still had plenty of life left in it and that if it was 

one of the Parish Council’s a modest amount of sympathetic tree surgery this autumn is called for.  The 

tree is the responsibility of Oxfordshire County Council.  Sent further email asking when the tree was to be 

inspected.  The Arboricultural officer – Jane Rackley has since inspected the tree:  

‘There is extensive dieback in the crown and the tree is obviously in decline.  I feel that the best option is to 

have this tree removed and I am awaiting a quote from one of my contractors before I issue the work.  I 

don’t think that just pruning the deadwood is an option as the crown is approximately 40% dead now and I 

feel that the tree is unlikely to recover’.  Thanked her for her quick response and asked if a replacement 

tree would be planted at an appropriate time in the future. Also contacted resident who originally 

reported the tree explaining the outcome. 



Kennington Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 11 May 2017  
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Page 4 
 

Phone call received from a resident asking why the tree was cut down and asking if it would be replaced. 

Advised what had been reported from the OCC inspection, and that we have not yet received a response 

about whether the tree will be replaced. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Ask for clarification about whether the tree will be replaced  

 

P The fly tipping issues at both playing field car parks was included in an article in May’s Kennington 

Chronicle by Cllr. Landau. 

Q Contacted Jeremy Lloyd at Vale of White Horse District Council informing him of the change of Clerk for 

Kennington Parish Council. 

R Clerk was contacted again regarding the grass cutting at the beginning of Ross Court, and has requested 

that someone visits the road. It is the council’s understanding that the management company are 

responsible for this land, so there is no remit for the parish council. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Reply to resident reiterating that there is no remit for the council  

 

S Have so far been unable to contact the new Chief Executive of Oxford City Council regarding the proposed 

Waste Transfer Station at Redbridge. Cllr. Robinson advised that an Interim Chief Executive has now been 

appointed – Gordon Mitchell. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to Gordon Mitchell requesting information about the proposed Waste Transfer 

Station.  

 

T Clerk will arrange a time to go through the new grass cutting agreement with the Chairman and Vice 

Chairman. 

U Article about outdoor gym equipment at Playfield Road was put in the May Kennington Chronicle, but 

there has been no response to date. Cllr. Charlett reported that a section of the hedge between the Links 

Playground and the Memorial Field has been ruined, so has contacted the Oxford Preservation Society 

regarding putting a stile in –  no objections. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Obtain a quote for putting in a stile where the hedge is broken.  

 

V Parking in Upper Road – it was suggested at April meeting that if driveways are obstructed, residents 

should contact the PCSO. Clerk recommends putting an article in the Chronicle about this. 

ACTION FOR CLLR LANDAU – Include an article in the Kennington Chronicle  

 

W Concerned resident contacted Clerk regarding Silver Trees and querying why the meeting with Hackney 

had not been on April’s agenda. Clerk responded that it had been an informal discussion and not part of 

the Parish Council meeting, so was not open to the public. Clerk advised that the proposal had been 

approved by the Vale of White Horse District Council, so to contact them with any concerns. 

 

16.17 CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID   
No requests for grants received 

 

Correspondence for discussion/action   

A Thames Challenge in aid of MIND – 20 May – forwarded to Councillors and posted on Website and 

Facebook. 
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Email received from Dick Fletcher: “Thank you very much for having put up on your web site information 

about our Thames Challenge in aid of Mind. It is greatly appreciated.” 

B Concerned resident reporting on areas of grass not cut. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Check that we have a copy of the grass cutting schedule  

 

C Vale of White Horse District council - Updated waste and recycling leaflets 

D Ardley Energy Recovery Facility – tours available on 25th May to see where grey bins are sent for 

incineration 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Book place for Cllr Feather to attend the tour  

 

E Email from Susan Willbery “A big thank you to the group of scouts/cubs/beavers for their recent clearance 

of Cow Lane. It was a real pleasure to see how thoroughly the job had been done, and saved us our daily 

chore of picking up the more offending items on our daily walk. Well done all of you; such a shame it 

needed to be done in the first place!” 

 Clerk thanked Sue for her email and sent a thank you email to the Cubs who undertook the litter picking. 

F Invitation to Community Transport Network meeting on 22 May 2017 

G Victims First website – request for promotion through social media, website and newsletter 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Forward press release to Cllr Laundau to consider for the Kennington Chronicle  

 

H Insurance renewal quote arrived from Came and Co. Long-term agreement is until 31st May 2018. 

However, this did not include the new valuation figures from Marriotts. Clerk contacted Came & Co and 

they agreed to send a revised quote. 

 

17.17 It was agreed that the decision to renew the quote should be delegated to the Clerk in consultation with the 

Chairman and Vice-Chairman. 

It was proposed by Cllr. Patterson seconded by Cllr. Feather and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange insurance in consultation with Cllr. Charlett and Cllr. Cobb  

 

I Direct debit form received from Castle Water re. pavilion and war memorial. Clerk recommends setting up 

direct debits for these accounts.  The water meters will need to be checked from time to time. 

18.17 It was agreed that direct debit could be set up for these accounts. 

It was proposed by Cllr. Landau seconded by Cllr. Cobb and agreed unanimously. 

 

Correspondence for information  

J News from Healthwatch Oxfordshire, March 2017 edition – forwarded to councillors 
K Response to Chairman’s letter regarding resident’s letter regarding council tax. 

L Volunteering Opportunities in Oxford MCS. Poster put on Parish Council noticeboard. 

M Social Media training few places left and Transparency Code grants 

N Countrywide Grounds Maintenance 2017 / 2018 – information for contractor’s file 

O Thank you letter from Oxford Preservation Trust for the recent £250 grant awarded to them 

P Change of date for the ‘Start a Conversation Loneliness Summit’ to 14 July 

Q OALC Newsletter April 2017 – forwarded to Councillors 

R Highways Newsletter for Vale of White Horse – forwarded to Councillors 

S Citizen’s Advice Bureau monthly newsletter – forwarded to councillors 
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T Community First Oxfordshire newsletter – forwarded to councillors 

U Playground Inspection Training 21-23 June in Swindon 

V M4 Junctions 12-13 closure this weekend (12-15 May). Put on website and Facebook 

W Active Lives Survey to help improve leisure activities in Oxfordshire 

X Clerks & Councils Direct newsletter May 2017 

 

19.17 FINANCIAL REPORT   

Internal Audit 
20.17 Mr Symes has audited 2016/17 accounts. Clerk met with Mr Symes to discuss Matters Arising Report: 

1. Accounting statement does not add up by £1  – Changed 
2. Minute 1/12/2016 authorises additional 48 hours salary which does not appear to have been paid – These 

were not required. 
3. Section 1 of the return item 9. Two copies, one entered as yes one marked as N/A. I need to completed 

item K of return (last year was N/A – Advised this should have been N/A. 

Statement of Bank Accounts as at 30 April 2017  

Community Account                                                                                          £500.00 

Business Premium Account                                                                           £152,575.87 

National Savings Investment Account                              £8,247.68 

Sub total £161,323.55 

Less outstanding cheques £998.94 

Total £160,324.61 

 

Income in April 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Accounts to be paid in May 

   

Vale of White Horse District Council 
1st half year precept of £43,849.50 
Parish CTRS Grant £816.00 

£44,665.50 

Cheque No. 
106… 

   Power to Act 
 

736 Mrs A Feather 
Salary for April less tax and NI    

£1376.47 Section 112  
LGA 1972 

737 Mr M Hutton - Play Warden 
wages for May less tax                       

£82.88 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

738 HM Revenue and Customs 
Tax and Employer NI 

£430.73 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

739 Oxfordshire County Council Pension Fund 
Clerk’s and Employer’s contributions for April 

£478.77 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

740 Toby Fleming – War Memorial 
May’s allowance 

£45.00 War Memorials Act 
1923 

741 Kennington Village Hall 
Room hire for May 

£40.00 Section 134(4) 
LGA 1972 

742 Calber Facilities Management Ltd 
Village Litter collection for April 
Weekly cleaning of Playfield Rd  

£434.02 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

LG (Misc Prov) Act 
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Cheque  
No. 106… 

 Playing Fields Budget  Power to Act 
 

752 Maintenance and repairs on artificial cricket match pitch £480.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

753 Pest Solutions Oxfordshire Ltd 
Treatment of mole infestation at Playfield Road playing 

field 

£180.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

754 Castle Water 
Water bill for Playfield Road pavilion 

£41.10 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

758 Maylarch Recycling 

Exchange of wheelie bins at parks for May 

87.36 LG (Misc Prov) Act 

1976 

 
21.17 Reconciliation reports together with the trial balance, cash book and summary income and expenditure 

(against budget) and copy of annual budget reports were circulated to all Councillors.   
 

1976 

743 Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association 
2017 Membership renewal (minute no. 437.16) 

£70.00 Section 137 
LGA 1972 

744 Oxford Green Belt Network 
2017/18 Annual subscription (minute no. 438.16) 

£15.00 Section 137 
LGA 1972 

745 Community first Oxfordshire 
2017/18 annual membership (minute no. 439.16) 

£70.00 Section 137 
LGA 1972 

746 R T Johnston 
Reimbursement for purchasing flowers for the village 

baskets (minute no. 434.16) 

£126.00 Section 137 
LGA 1972 

747 Marriotts 
Forest Side and Playfield Road pavilions reinstatement 

valuations 

£480.00 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

748 Mrs P Mabbutt 
Reimbursement for purchasing flowers for the village 

baskets 

£30.99 Section 137 
LGA 1972 

749 Oxfordshire County Council 
Speed checks in the village 

£240.00  

750 BT Payment Services Ltd 
Rental charges for new 2 year contract 

£91.03 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

751 Castle Water Ltd 
Water bill for War Memorial 

0.80  

755 RJS (IA) Ltd. 

Internal audit services provided by R J Symes for 2016-17 

£375.00 Section 111 

LGA 1972 

756 BGG Garden and Tree Ltd. 

Verges, parks and cemetery maintenance for April 2017 

£1776.00 Section 96(5) 

Highways Act 1980 

LG (Misc Prov) Act 

1976 

757 Euroffice Ltd 

Storage cupboard for Playfield Rd pavilion, mouse, 

envelopes and sticky notes 

£267.26 Section 111 

 LGA 1972 
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22.17 The financial report was proposed by Cllr. Robinson seconded by Cllr. Gelder and voted unanimously. 

 

23.17 The accounting statements for 2016/17 (Section 2 of the Annual Return) were agreed. 

 Proposed by Cllr. Bakewell seconded by Cllr. Patterson and agreed unanimously. 

 

24.17 MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE 

The Planning Committee meeting minutes held on 19 April 2017 and 9 May 2017 were noted.    

 

25.17 OALC DISPUTE RESOLUTION PROCESS 

 Email regarding the process had been circulated to Councillors, and a personnel committee was formed, 

as recommended. 

 

26.17 PAINT AMNESTY PROJECT 

 Cllr. Feather reported that he had received a fairly good response – over thirty people had expressed an 

interest. Unfortunately, the most recent quote received would suggest that the cost would be prohibitive, 

so may require the council to subsidise. 

27.17 It was agreed to adjourn this to the next meeting, in order for Cllr. Feather to obtain concrete figures for 

the cost of the paint disposal. This was proposed by Cllr. Johnston seconded by Cllr. Mason and voted 

unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLLR FEATHER – Obtain quotation for next meeting  

 

28.17 SPEED COUNTER RESULTS 

 Cllr. Feather discussed the results of the speed counters and advised that very few people were travelling 

above the speed limit. The Northbound figures have increased by approximately 20% since the last survey 

was done in 2014, particularly in the mornings. Unfortunately, the placement of the south bound counter 

did not take into consideration traffic going down Bagley Wood Road. 

29.17 It was agreed that a traffic counter will be arranged on Bagley Wood Road near Small World nursery.  This 

was proposed by Cllr. Feather seconded by Cllr. Johnston and voted unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLLR FEATHER & CLERK – Arrange traffic counter down Bagley Wood Road 

 

30.17 PLAYING FIELDS COMMITTEE  

 The final accounts at the end of 2016/17 showed that the Playing Fields account had a net gain of £1960. It 

was agreed that this should be carried forward in to the next financial year. £850 of this money should be 

kept available in case another men’s football team wish to start up. There are also issues regarding the 

fields needing over seeding, which may be expensive. 

 Kennington Cricket Club had asked what would happen to the club’s assets, should the club fold in the 

future. It was queried whether they could be gifted to the Parish Council, rather than being sold off.  

31.17 It was agreed that the parish council would note the request, but that more information and advice would 

need to be sought if this was likely to occur. This was proposed by Cllr. Johnston, seconded by Cllr. Cobb 

and agreed unanimously. 

 

32.17 PARKING ISSUES 

There are particularly issues on Kennington Road and Upper Road, but the PCSO is unable to enforce 

anything unless driveways are being blocked. People have been using the village as a park and ride, but 

there are also more carers visiting elderly residents, who tend to park on the road rather than driveways. 
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It was suggested that councillors could put letters underneath windscreen wipers asking drivers to park 

elsewhere, however it was noted that cars being parked on the road may deter people from using 

Kennington as a rat run. Cllr. Patterson will investigate other parishes where this has worked. Cllr. 

Robinson suggested arranging a sub-committee to tackle parking issues, and all agreed.  

ACTION FOR CLLR PATTERSON – Investigate other parishes who have put letters under inconsiderately parked 

cars’ windscreen wipers, and how effective this has been  

 

ACTION FOR CLLR ROBINSON & CLERK – Arrange first meeting of the parking committee, when it is known who 

would like to be a member.  

 

33.17 REPORTS OF MEMBERS ON OUTSIDE BODIES 

34.17 Cllr. Mrs Buckingham – Patient Participation Group (PPG) 

 Kennington Health Centre has now merged with Botley Health Centre, however this has not gone 

smoothly. There have been lots of complaints regarding the website and the change of phone number, 

neither of which have been effectively communicated to patients. The username for the new repeat 

prescription website is a long number, which is not very user-friendly. A meeting took place with the new 

manager and Botley PPG but it was not very productive. Sometimes there are no doctors on site at 

Kennington Health Centre, so emergency patients have to be seen at Botley, and vice versa. Botley Health 

Centre has recently been awarded £90,000, but it is unclear whether this will be spent across both sites. 

Kennington PPG will not be merging with Botley PPG for the foreseeable future. If patients have issues or 

complaints, they need to be sent directly to the manager. It was suggested that Kennington PPG could put 

something on Facebook and in the Kennington Chronicle. 

35.17 It was agreed that the Clerk should write to Kennington Health Centre about the fact that many residents 

are very unhappy. This was proposed by Cllr. Charlett, seconded by Cllr. Robinson and agreed by all. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to Kennington Health Centre regarding complaints from residents  

 

36.17 Cllr. Baggott – St. Swithun’s Church 

 Interviews have now taken place for the new vicar and someone has been appointed, and the person’s 

name will be release ASAP. The diocese requested some further information about the bench, such as the 

colour and how it will be fixed. The bench will be fixed by earth anchors and the diocese will be sent a 

picture of an existing similar bench.  

   

37.17 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS  

38.17 Cllr. Mason 

Three bollards on The Avenue need replacing – need to find ones that match. There is a resident who 

looks after a piece of land but is concerned about who owns it – the banks at the back of Ross Court / 

Otters Reach. These are owned and maintained by Vale of White Horse District Council. 

39.17 Cllr. Feather 

 Reported that the dog poo bags at Playfield Road need replacing. 

40.17 Cllr. Bakewell 

 The war memorial bollard still need replacing, however it has not yet been confirmed what stone it is 

made from. George Ross, former Clerk, thinks that it may be Bath stone. It was suggested that it could be 

taken to a cemetery/memorial maintenance company to be repaired. 
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41.17 Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham 

Attended a war memorials day – to go on the agenda for next month. Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham has been 

appointed as Director of Health Watch, so now has access to CCG. 

42.17 Cllr. Cobb 

Reported that the 30mph speed limit is going to be extended, however the Parish Council were informed 

that this could not be done at the time. Suggested that we ask for a refund, as the council spent thousands 

at the time. 

43.17 Cllr. Charlett 

Dick Tracy is retiring – he helped with arranging the defibrillators around the village. A book of messages is 

being prepared, so Cllr. Charlett has written something on behalf of the council. 

44.17 It was agreed to suspend standing orders. This was proposed by Cllr. Charlett, seconded by Cllr. Johnston 

and agreed unanimously. 

 

45.17 REPORT OF THE DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

46.17 Cllr. Blagrove 

Thank you for the invitation for Cat and I to join you last Friday, it was a very nice evening and I am only 

sorry I didn’t get opportunity to speak to more of you. It is relatively quiet at the Vale, but please see 

below my report on a few things that might be of interest. Grants Schemes I spoke briefly with Cllr Cobb 

on this.  Applications are open but close on 15th May so if any organisations would like to apply time is 

short.  The websites http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/services-and-advice/community-advice-and-

support/grants/new-homes-bonus-community-grant 

http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/services-and-advice/community-advice-and-support/grants/capital-

grants-scheme Local Plan Part 2 The consultation is now closed.  As further information & confirmations 

arise I will keep the PC informed. Vale Community Infrastructure Levy Examination Hearing The 

Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Examination Hearing went well and was completed on Wednesday 19 

April.  We expect to hear the result from the Inspector around June/July. Waste Our garden waste 

customers can leave an extra bin of garden waste out for collection on their normal collection day in the 

week beginning 15 May (next week) I didn’t know if this was something the PC could help share via 

Kennington Connected or other platforms? Annual compost giveaway Every year, we give away a lot of 

compost created from our garden waste service.  This year the giveaway takes place on the weekend 

of 13-14 May: Saturday 13 May, 9am-11am - The old South Oxfordshire District Council car 

park in Crowmarsh Sunday 14 May, 9am-11am -  Rye Farm car park, Abingdon. The giveaway is on a first 

come, first served basis for residents who come along with their box, bag or container – and a shovel. New 

alerts app from Thames Valley Police Thames Valley Police has recently launched the 'Thames Valley 

Alert' app which sends residents phone notifications about the latest policing alerts in their area. I intend 

to sign up for this for Radley & Kennington and didn’t know if a member of the PC might want to do the 

same? The app can send targeted messages based on geographical location as well as messaging 

preferences, about specific information, warnings and advice relevant to that location. It also offers a 

number of other features, including quick location of the closest police station, and also provides the 

latest Thames Valley-wide news. The app is free to download via the Apple store for iPhone users 

or Google Play for those on Android and searching ‘Thames Valley Alert’. 

47.17 Cllr. Johnston 

 There will be consultation on the Local Plan part 2 at the beginning of May. We are expecting a further 

report, which is likely to be finished by July. The Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) will apply to all new 

developments, and the cost is based on the footprint of the property, however care homes will be 

http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/services-and-advice/community-advice-and-support/grants/new-homes-bonus-community-grant
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/services-and-advice/community-advice-and-support/grants/new-homes-bonus-community-grant
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/services-and-advice/community-advice-and-support/grants/capital-grants-scheme
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/services-and-advice/community-advice-and-support/grants/capital-grants-scheme
http://southandvale.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=33bec1cf8b5523ad47c7183a0&id=e3e608bb82&e=5e70950ed9
http://southandvale.us8.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=33bec1cf8b5523ad47c7183a0&id=f3790a8967&e=5e70950ed9
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exempt. This goes towards paying for infrastructure. The inspector’s report in respect of CIL is due at the 

end of June. 

 

48.17 REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR – Cllr Johnston  

Pleased to have returned following the elections. The County Council will continue to be run by a 

Conservative Independent Alliance. A very large number of councillors stepped down and many lost their 

seats, which has had a huge impact on the Pensions Committee, which looks after the Local Government 

Pension Scheme (LGPS). None of last year’s committee are left standing. The new members of the 

Pensions Committee will be having training and a thorough induction, however a meeting must take place 

before the end of June. 

 

49.17 ANY MATTERS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION  

War memorial 

 Paint amnesty 

 

50.17 CONFIDENTIAL ITEM (CLLR. FEATHER LEFT THE ROOM) 

51.17 It was resolved that the former Clerk should be reimbursed for last year’s underpayment but that an 

external person should check the figures and advice should be taken from the Oxfordshire Association of 

Local Councils. This was proposed by Cllr. Bakewell, seconded by Cllr. Mason and agreed unanimously. 

 

Meeting closed at 10:00pm 

 

 

Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


