
Kennington Parish Council 
Oxfordshire 

Minutes of the meeting held on  
10 November 2016 at 7:30pm in the Village Centre 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Present:  

Cllr. Baggott Cllr. Bakewell Cllr. Mrs Buckingham Cllr.Charlett Cllr. Cobb Cllr. Feather Cllr. Gelder  

 Cllr. Johnston Cllr. Mason Cllr. Robinson  Cllr. Smith   

     

In Attendance:  District Councillor Blagrove and Anne Feather (Clerk) 

 

The Chairman welcomed Cllr. Bakewell to his first Parish Council meeting, as the newly co-opted member. 

 

235.16 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE - Cllrs. Patterson and Jennings and County Councillor Blagrove who arrived late                        

 

236.16 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC - None 

 

237.16 DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS - None 

 

238.16 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

The Parish Council resolved to sign the minutes of the meeting on 13 October 2016 as a true record. 

 

239.16 REPORT OF THE CLERK   

New issues during the month 

A Resident contacted Clerk asking who to contact with regard to an overhanging tree outside their property 

on the verge.  Recommended contacting Highways Department, Clerk also reported issue to The Tree 

Department, who has included tree on its inspection list. 

B Resident contacted Clerk with issues of dog mess on his front lawn.  He asked if something could be put in 

next month’s Kennington Chronicle next month.  The Clerk agreed that this would be done.  She also gave 

resident small posters for his front garden to highlight the current problem he is experiencing. 

C Andy Severn, who maintains and updates the village website, forwarded details of a company asking to be 

put on the village website – Andy is unsure of what should or should not go on the site and asked whether 

there may be a submissions protocol, which would help with these decisions. 

240.16 After discussion it was agreed that Council would agree on some protocols to assist with Andy in deciding. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Prepare draft protocols and report at next meeting for agreement 

 

D Bagley Wood Sawmills has again very kindly donated the Christmas tree this year for the Carols around the 

Tree.  It has been arranged that it will be delivered to the War Memorial on Thursday 1 December 2016.   

241.16 It was agreed that four volunteers would be necessary to erect the tree in place with Cllrs. Charlett; 

Gelder; Robinson and Smith to meet at the War Memorial on 3 December to erect and decorate the tree. 

ACTION FOR CLLRS. CHARLETT; GELDER; ROBINSON AND SMITH – Erect and decorate the Christmas tree  

 

Continuing issues 

E Cllr. Feather replenished the dog bag dispensers at both playing fields (24.10.16) 

F Reported state of sustran track to Peter Challis – Network Development and Land Manager, South, who 

responded explaining that they are on the lookout for funds to carry out some of the repairs to this path.  

He will let the Council know as soon as they have anything planned.  The lower-lying section between the 

Tandem Bridge and the river presents more of a problem as we’d need Environment Agency consent to do 
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work here (in the floodplain) and they’ve been reluctant to give it in the past. However, I hope to re-visit 

that issue once I’ve managed to secure some funding. 

G Sent out quotes for the Village 2017 contracts – grass cutting and maintenance. 

H Received ordered new editions of good councillor guides and being a good employer 2016 

I Attended pre-meet for this year’s Remembrance Day Parade, organising the usual aspects of the morning 

including ordering more copies of the service sheet from Dataprint 

J Prepared the Defibrillator Awareness session, thanking residents for attending.  Seven attended.  Another 

good session was given by Ian Jones - Paramedic / Community Defibrillation Officer from South Central 

Ambulance Service.  Cllr. Charlett checked defibrillators as usual – fitted a bung in the defibrillator cabinet 

at Kirlena House in an attempt to stop the condensation getting in. 

K Contacted Said Business School to request the Council borrow the pie warmer again this year – OK to pick 

it up on Saturday 3 December.  Cllrs. Charlett and Gelder to collect warmer and deliver to the Church 

ACTION FOR CLLRS. CHARLETT and GELDER – Collect pie warmer and deliver to St Swithun’s Church  

 

L Contacted Young’s Tree Services accepting quote for carrying out work on trees in Playfield Road playing 

field.  The contractor carried out works at beginning of November.  Local resident thanked Council for the 

wonderful job that had been carried out on the trees. 

M Wrote to MP Nicola Blackwood and Police Crime Commissioner Anthony Stansfeld in support of Oxford 

Preservation Trust’s efforts to raise issues of illegal camping and mooring along the river at Kennington. 

N Contacted County Arboricultural Officer with regard to the overgrown trees and shrubs along The Avenue, 

which are obscuring the view as drivers turn out of Playfield Road – have requested they be cut back.   

O Cllrs. Charlett and Feather attended Planning training. Unfortunately they learnt nothing new. 

P Cllr. Mrs Buckingham has eventually made contact with someone within the Healthcare Transformation 

Programme, after several fruitless attempts using various different email addresses.  Cllr. Mrs Buckingham 

is not happy as to how this programme’s consultation is being handled but is willing to be involved as 

much as she can.  Existing consultation is a pre-amble to the ‘real’ one that commences January 2017.   

Q Cllrs Mrs Buckingham and Feather carried out the quarterly internal checking – several actions came out of 

these checks, namely: 

 Financial regulations together with all policies will be reviewed each February. 

 All Section 137 community grants to be posted on website 

 Further financial reports to be posted on website.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Programme in the reviewing of the financial regulations and policies, post the Section 137 

Community Grants on the website and post appropriate financial reports too. 

 

242.16 CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID  
Requests for grants 

A Request for a grant from Oxfordshire South and Vale Citizens Advice towards the costs of OSAV CA.  

243.16 It was resolved that Council would approve this grant to Oxfordshire South and Vale Citizens Advice.  This 

was proposed by Cllr. Johnston seconded by Cllr. Gelder and agreed unanimously. 

244.16 A proposal was made by Cllr. Johnston to grant the budgeted sum of £550, seconded by Cllr. Robinson             

and agreed unanimously. 

B Annual contribution to The Royal British Legion’s Poppy Appeal was presented to Council.  

245.16 It was resolved that Council would approve this contribution to The Royal British Legion.  This was 

proposed by Cllr. Cobb seconded by Cllr. Baggott and agreed unanimously. 
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246.16 A proposal was made by Cllr. Cobb to grant the sum of £850, seconded by Cllr. Baggott and agreed 

unanimously. 

Correspondence for discussion/action  

C Radley Parish’s Draft Neighbourhood Plan – Councillors agreed and approved with what Radley was doing 

and would re-iterate the issues of parking outside St Swithun’s School along The Avenue in Kennington. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform Radley of Kennington Parish Council’s views of the Plan 

 

D Oxfordshire Fire & Rescue Service Community Risk Management Plan Consultation 

E High Sheriff’s Awards 2017 – deadline 11 January 2017.  Councillors to suggest names at next meeting. 

ACTION FOR CLLRS – Make suggestions at December’s meeting 

ACTION FOR CLERK – On next month’s agenda 

 

F Request from resident to fly drone at Playfield Road playing field.  

247.16 After a great deal of discussion a proposal was made by Cllr. Feather that Council should not approve 

such activities on the public playing field, seconded by Cllr. Mrs Buckingham and agreed by a majority 9 

member to 1 with 2 abstentions.  It was understood that this request came from a responsible resident, 

having knowledge and sense together with insurance to enjoy his hobby safely, however it was also under 

stood that not all would act so responsibly if the flying of drones was seen at the field.  It was felt that this 

situation could become unmanageable. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform resident of Council’s decision 

 

 Councillors were concerned with the state of Sandford Lane during this construction, with Clr. Johnston 

feeling that a wheel wash for lorries should be in use.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact the Planning officer to ask if this was a condition of this planning permission and 

requesting that something be arranged. 

 

G Information regarding the Sandford Hydro, which has been sent jointly by Rachel Sanderson from Oxford 

Preservation Trust and the Low Carb Hub.  Clerk has posted on website and on Facebook.  Received an 

update from the low carbon hub requesting Council put on its website.  This the Clerk has done.  The Low 

Carbon Hub also asked - “whether it would be good to plan and set dates for a series of public meetings, to 

update and answer questions (we had one in August). Here is an outline - please let us know your views: 

• one pre-Christmas (late Nov.?), likely focus on transport plans - then 2-3 more in 2017 (dep. on 

project plan and community diaries) 

• alternate between Kennington and Sandford - so in Kennington next 

• ideally between 5.00-6.30 pm (weekday rather than evenings, or combine with existing public 

events (so e.g. apply for stall at Saturday am Talking Shop for Sandford meetings) 

248.16 It was agreed that Council thought this to be a very good idea and that a Saturday morning would be a 

good time for a stall to be arranged, may be at the Apple Café?  However, it was felt that 5:00 – 6:30pm 

during the week would not be a good time for a stall, as it was felt to be the worst time of day for most 

residents. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform The Low Carbon Hub of Council’s views. 

 



Kennington Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 10 November 2016  
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Page 57 
 

H BT Public Payphone Consultation – BT plan to remove both the payphone kiosks in the village – Number of 

calls made in the last 12 months from the phone along The Avenue was 3, with 6 calls having been made 

at the phone in Edward Road.  The consultation ends on 10 January 2017. 

Correspondence for information  

I Thank you letter from The Friends of Kennington Library for the recent grant awarded to them 

J Thank you letter from Victim Support for the recent grant awarded to them 

K Two thanks you from residents who attended the latest Defibrillator Awareness Course on 22 October 

2015, both saying that it was very well presented and well worth attending. 

L Green Thumb notification of aeration at the War Memorial on 23 November 2016 – forwarded to Toby 

Fleming for information – Also gave information regarding direct debit which could save the Council 

money for the winter work on the War Memorial 

M Minutes and meetings – A Guide to Good Practice – OALC session on 7 December 2016 

N Copy letter received by resident who had reported a number of issues to Oxfordshire County Council 

(OCC) It would seem that the resurfacing of The Avenue from Playfield Road to St Swithun’s Road is 

currently in the maintenance programme for the next financial year 2017/18.  Also OCC state that ‘the 

footway along Sandford Lane is very scabby and completely broken up in areas.  It has been added to a list 

to be considered for treatment’.  Other issues were brought up and are being monitored. 

O Early notice from GWR (via Radley Parish Clerk) about the improvement works planned over Christmas 

this year.  Clerk has posted details on the website.  Also received update on the electrification programme 

for the Great Western route – Clerk will post on website. 

P Big Lottery Reaching Communities workshop – OCVA running another session on 6th December 2016. 

Q Sandford Hydro project updates 

R Chairman received Clerk’s resignation letter – she has offered to stay for the next 12 months to give 

Council time to find replacement and to assist with the change over. 

 

249.16 FINANCIAL REPORT  

Statement of Bank Accounts as at 31 October 2016 

Community Account                                                                                          £500.00 

Business Premium Account                                                                           £140,258.03 

National Savings Investment Account                              £8,137.39 

Sub total £148,895.42 

Less outstanding cheques 0 

Total £148,895.42 

Income in October 

 

 

 

 

Direct Debit to be paid in September 

    Power to Act 

 

 

 
 

   

HM Revenue & Customs 

2nd quarter of VAT repayment 

£2192.91 

DD Southern Electric 

Electricity for pavilions and War Memorial 

£313.58 War Memorials Act 

1923 

LG (Misc Prov) Act 

1976 
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Accounts to be paid in November 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Cheque No. 
106… 

 Playing Fields Account  Power to Act 
 

640 Maylarch Recycling Limited 
Exchanging wheelie bins in October and November 

£166.56 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

637 Euroffice Limited 
Ink cartridges, archive boxes and Fire log books - £86.48 
2 x fire blankets and 2 x 1

st
 Aid kits for pavilions - £84.12 

Noticeboard for Forest Side - £51.59 
Ink cartridge - £28.07 

£250.26 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

Section 111 
LGA 1972 

638 Mrs A Feather 
2 x mop, bucket, soft broom & bins +hard broom- £52.25 
Plus postage of 2017 village quotes - £6.00 Xmas cards -£2.99 

£61.24 
 
 

LG (Misc Prov) Act 1976 
Section 111 

LGA 1972 

Cheque No. 
106… 

   Power to Act 
 

621 Mrs A Feather 
Salary for October less tax and NI          

£1105.58 Section 112  
LGA 1972 

622 Mr M Hutton - Play Warden 
wages for November less tax                       

£82.20 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

623 HM Revenue and Customs 
Tax and Employer NI 

£269.50 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

624 Oxfordshire County Council Pension Fund 
Clerk’s and Employer’s contributions for October 

£368.33 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

625 Village Hall 
Room Hire for November 

£48.00 Section 134 (4)  
LGA 1972 

626 Toby Fleming – War Memorial 
November’s allowance  

£45.00 War Memorials Act 
1923 

627 Thames Water 
Water for War Memorial - £15.95 
Water for Playfield Road pavilion - £74.78 

£90.73 
 

War Memorials Act 1923 
LG (Misc Prov) Act 1976 

628 Calber Facilities Management Ltd 

Village Litter collection for October - £299.52 

Weekly cleaning of Playfield Rd pavilion - £134.50 

£434.02 
 

Section 111 
LGA 1972 

LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

629 South and Vale Carers 
Grant – Minute Nos 199.16 & 200.16 at October’s meeting 

£375.00 Section 137 
LGA 1972 

630 Oxfordshire Association for the Blind 
Grant – Minute Nos 201.16 & 202.16 at October’s meeting 

£150.00 Section 137 
LGA 1972 

631 Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) 
Grant – minute Nos 203.16 & 204.16 at October’s meeting 

£64.00 Section 137 
LGA 1972 

632 Berinsfield Community Business 
Verges, Playing fields, maintenance and cemetery visits 

in September 

£1169.88 Section 96(5) Highways Act 
1980 

LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

633 Young’s Tree Services Ltd 
Trimmed 6 lime trees at Playfield Road playing field 

£696.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

634 OALC 
Purchased copy of current ‘Being a Good Employer and 3 
copies of  new edition of Good Councillors Guide 

£16.80 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

635 Dataprint 
Printing of 400 copies of Remembrance Service sheet 

£99.00 Section 111 
LGA 1972 
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639 D.E.Electrical 
To carry out an Electrical Installation Condition Report 
(EICR) at Playfield Road Pavilion 

£192.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

 
250.16 Reconciliation reports together with the trial balance, cash book and summary income and expenditure 

(against budget) and copy of annual budget reports were circulated to all Councillors.   
251.16 The financial report was proposed by Cllr. Mason seconded by Cllr. Robinson and voted unanimously. 

 

252.16 MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE 

The Planning Committee meeting minutes held on 25 October 2016 were noted.   

 

253.16 MINUTES OF AMENITIES COMMITTEE  

The Amenities Committee meeting minutes held on 20 October 2016 were noted.   

 

254.16 MINUTES OF PLAYING FIELDS COMMITTEE  

The Playing Fields Committee meeting minutes held on 19 October 2016 were noted.   

Cllr. Feather reported on Committee’s rationale around the necessary changes in the Cricket and Football 

Clubs’ annual fees.  The Council agreed in principal with the way the Committee is approaching this issue, 

supporting the Committee and looks forward to hearing the exact plan that is decided upon. 

 

255.16 REPLACEMENT SANDPIT FOR THE LINKS PLAY AREA 

256.16 After discussion it was agreed that Council would dismantle and remove the damaged sand pit.  This was 

proposed by Cllr. Mrs Buckingham, seconded by Cllr. Mason and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR PLAYING FIELD COMMITTEE WORKING PARTY – Arrange to dismantle and remove 

 

257.16 MAINTENANCE OF BOTH FLAGPOLES 

 The Clerk received a price from Piggotts for carrying out maintenance on both flagpoles in the villages - 

£974.41.  Unfortunately the original quote reported to Council at last month’s meeting was calculated 

incorrectly. Piggotts omitted to calculate the mileage and operatives into the job – the quote should have 

been £832.60.  Cllr. Patterson reported to the Clerk earlier during the month that Taylor’s windows 

(regular window cleaning service) could clean the flagpoles for £80.  The Council was not sure if this was 

the price for one or both of the poles. 

258.16 It was agreed that Council do not have either flagpole maintained.  This was proposed by Cllr. Charlett, 

seconded by Cllr. Baggott and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform Piggotts of Council’s decision 

 

259.16 BENCH OUTSIDE ST SWITHUN’S CHURCH 

 Cllr. Charlett spoke with the relatives of the resident who left some money for flowers in the village, they 

would be happy it the money went towards a bench, provided there would be a memorial plaque on the 

seat.  The Clerk got a quote from Earth Anchors, the company that Council has purchased other moulded 

seats from, being £310 plus £32.95 delivery.  The cost of a plaque was around £59.   

260.16 It was agreed that Council would purchase a bench, however, the Clerk would have to ask St Swithun’s 

Church if a bench could be installed on the other side of the front entrance, along The Avenue.  This was 

proposed by Cllr. Charlett, seconded by Cllr. Cobb and agreed unanimously.  Cllr. Baggott agreed to look of 

the Church plans to ascertain who owns the land immediately outside the Church wall.   
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ACTION FOR CLLR. BAGGOTT – To investigate the Church plans 

  

 If it is found that the Church is not the owner, the Clerk would have to contact the Highways Department 

of Oxfordshire County Council to ask permission to install a bench at this location.  If it is found that the 

land belongs to St Swithun’s Church, the Clerk would need to ask permission from the Church. 

 

261.16 FRESHERS’ FAYRE 

262.16 After discussion it was agreed that Council would investigate arranging another Freshers’ Fayre, to be 

held in September.  It was felt to be a good idea and if held every two years, could become a regular event 

encouraging residents to become more involved in village activities.  Cllrs. Mrs Buckingham and Feather 

agreed to investigate and report back to Council. 

ACTION FOR CLLRS MRS BUCKINGHAM and FEATHER – Investigate organising a Fresher’s Fayre in September 

 

263.16 REPORTS OF MEMBERS ON OUTSIDE BODIES 

264.16 Cllr. Charlett – Village Hall Management Committee 

 Reported the Committee still had to settle the lease for the library arrangements of which are being 

hampered by the involvement of the Friends of Kennington Library.  The Committee is hopeful that the 

lease will be sorted soon. 

 As regards the Youth Club, the Committee are liaising with the Charity Commission for the rent, which is 

still to be resolved. 

 

265.16 Cllr. Mrs Buckingham – Youth Club 

 The Club has no leader, there is a meeting on 17 November where this will be discussed. 

 

266.16 Cllr. Mrs Buckingham – Patient Participation Group (PPG) 

 Reported that the Partner Doctors at the Kennington Health Centre have handed their notice in but hope 

to continue to work at the practice as doctors not as Budget Managers.  The partners felt that their time 

was being swallowed up by management the practice not treating its patients.  There is a meeting on 14 

November, where the senior partner Dr Hall was to be reporting progress. 

 

267.16 Cllr. Gelder – Kendall Copse 

 The current road works at the beginning of Kennington Road, by Red Bridge will be completed within the 

following 3 to 4 weeks.  They are digging trial trenches to investigate the extent of the old Norman 

buildings under the road.  This is taking place before works on the flood alleviation channel begin.  It is a 

legal requirement. 

 

268.16 Cllr. Mason – Kennington Fairtrade 

 Saturday 26 November there will be a Fairtrade stall at the Apple Café with gifts and food for sale. 

 

269.16 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS  

270.16 Cllr. Bakewell asked about whether there were any litter pickers available for litter picks – County 

Councillor Blagrove will ask Biffa and report back. 

ACTION FOR COUNTY COUNCILLOR BLAGROVE – Ask Biffa and report back 
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271.16 Cllr. Mrs Buckingham asked if the flower boxes either end of the village could be filled with winter pansies 

or similar.  This was proposed by Cllr. Mason, seconded by Cllr. Feather and agreed by all bar two.  

 Cllrs. Charlett and Gelder will investigate the flowers and plant them in the boxes.   

ACTION FOR CLLRS CHARLETT and GELDER – Organise the pansies in the flower boxes at both ends of the village 

 

272.16 Cllr. Cobb reported that due to other commitments which results in him otherwise engaged every Tuesday 

evening, he would like to resign from the Planning Committee.  The Chairman asked if anyone wished to 

take Cllr. Cobb’s place.  No Councillor was willing to – however, there are enough Councillors on the 

Planning Committee so no change.  Council accepted Cllr. Cobb’s wish to be taken off this committee. 

 

273.16 REPORT OF THE DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

274.16 Cllr. Johnston – Reported that the Vale if expecting the Inspector’s Report on the Local Plan parts 1 and 2 

and Cil and day now.  Cllr. Barber has accepted the role of Deputy Police and Crime Commissioner, giving 

him a salary of £45,000.  Cllr. Johnston also reported that it is Abingdon Town Council that allow Abingdon 

Fair to stick signs up advertising the Fair. 

275.16 Cllr. Blagrove – Reported that the MOD has listed Dolton Barracks as a site for disposal.  This list goes all 

the way up to 2029 and, as such, no specific date for Dalton has been confirmed.  The District has a clear 

bin bag policy for rubbish – so no more black bags full of rubbish can be put outside for collection.  The 

Clerk will include something in the next issue of the Kennington Chronicle. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Include something about clear bags only for rubbish – no more black bags, as they will not be 

collected by Biffa. 

 

 The £615,000 investment in improvements to Abbey Meadows includes £320k for a new, rather exciting 

play area.  Details have been released and can be found on the Vale website.  The Vale welcomed a 

refugee family from one of the humanitarian camps in Syria in October.  Reports are that the family is 

settling in well.  The Vale is due to welcome another family in the New Year.   

 

276.16 REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR – Cllr Johnston  

The County Council is preparing detailed plans with regard to the future of a unitary council.  2017/18 

County Council budget rounds are about to commence with a £15 million black hole in 2017/18s budget.  

Network Rail’s electrification of the Didcot Parkway to Oxford railway line had been further delayed, 

possibly until 2024. 

 

277.16 ANY MATTERS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION - None 

  

Meeting Closed at 9:20pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


