
Kennington Parish Council 
Oxfordshire 

Minutes of the meeting held on  
13 October 2016 at 7:30pm in the Village Centre 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Present:  

Cllr. Baggott Cllr. Mrs Buckingham Cllr.Charlett Cllr. Cobb Cllr. Feather Cllr. Gelder   

Cllr. Jennings  Cllr. Johnston  Cllr. Mason Cllr. Patterson Cllr. Robinson    

     

In Attendance:  District Councillor Blagrove and Anne Feather (Clerk) 

 

189.16 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE - Cllr. Smith                           

 

190.16 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC - None 

 

191.16 DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS - None 

 

192.16 CLLR LANDAU’S DISPENSATION 

193.16 Proposed by Cllr. Patterson, seconded by Cllr. Johnston, the Council APPROVED a period of absence of a 

further 6 months because of illness for Cllr. Landau so that the Council may continue to enjoy the benefit 

of his expertise and experience while he is unable to attend meetings.   

 

194.16 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

The Parish Council resolved to sign the minutes of the meeting on 8 September 2016 as a true record. 

 

195.15 CO-OPTION TO FILL THE VACANCY ON THE PARISH COUNCIL 

Three people had asked to be considered for the co-options. They were as follows: 

• Bob Bakewell  • Raphael Moroney • Charles Thomas 

A ballot was held and Bob Bakewell was elected to serve on the Parish Council.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to the two unsuccessful candidates and thank them for their interest recommending 

they show their interest again in May 2019. 

 

196.16 REPORT OF THE CLERK   

New issues during the month 

A Contacted Turtle Engineering who provided the yellow external units for the defibrillator units in the 

village.  The unit outside Kirlena is damp inside.  

B Littlemore Angling Society contacted Council concerning fishing rights at Fiddlers Elbow on the Thames.  

Forwarded emails to owner explaining this to the Society and that they should expect a call directly. 

C Oxford Preservation Trust reported cow escaped from memorial field and to inform Council that it was 

sorting it out.  This issued had been flagged up as part of a recent Risk Assessment, which the Playing Field 

Committee felt that a kissing gate would prevent cattle getting out, had not communicated this yet to OPT 

D Vale of White Horse District Council requested collection points for this year’s Christmas trees – requested 

car parks at both playing fields, as in previous years.  
E Received following email from concerned resident regarding works on the Old Abingdon Road.  Asked if 

more information could be sought urgently and to post the details on the website.  There is to be three 

way traffic lights on Old Abingdon Road from 17 October until 12 December but hopefully they will be 

finished before this.  The traffic lights will be manually controlled at peak times.  For more information 

please call 0845 3101111.  Information on website and Facebook. 
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Continuing issues 

F Sent nominations of Cllr. Gelder; Rose Smith and Yvonne Enock for this year’s Chairman’s Community 

Awards lunch in November. 

G Cllrs. Mrs Buckingham and Smith carrying out quarterly internal audit – date needs to be fixed. 

H Received response from the Arboricultural Officer with respect to the lime trees opposite Said Business 

school – work has been since carried out. 

I Contacted resident who was interested in a commemoration for his mother, suggesting a bench would be 

fitting and that the policy of the parish Council is to purchase recycled benches, giving prices for same.  

Family has decided to place a bench at Edith Court in memory of their mother. 

J Included arranged defibrillator course on 22 October in the October’s edition of the Kennington Chronicle, 

posted on website and on Facebook.  At present 12 residents have booked places.  Also included a 

reminder to all residents to return the Register to Vote form which all residents had recently received. 

K Wrote to ‘H’ accepting his quote of £150 to cut back laid hedge in Playfield Road playing field next  August. 

L Contacted resident who had ideas for advertising next year’s Best Kept Garden Competition, explaining 

that his ideas will be taken forward to next year. 

M Booked Cllrs. Charlett and Feather onto the OALC Planning responses course in November 2016. 

N Forwarded Council’s comments to the Vale of White Horse District Council on the proposed modifications 

to submission of the Local Plan 2031. 

O Forwarded future Planning Committee dates to District Councillor Blagrove for him to arrange to attend. 

P Cllr. Mrs Buckingham investigated replacing the existing dog bags with cheaper bags, but felt that at 

present, the current bags were working well, with not too many being used over the month.  Cllr. Mrs 

Buckingham will monitor the situation. 

Q Wrote to owners of the boundary alongside the footpath from Pebble Hill to Kennington House requesting 

that it be cut back to enable residents, pushchairs and wheel chairs safety access.  Reply received from 

one owner.  Footpath has been strimmed and tidied up – it is assumed that Vale of White Horse carried 

out the work. With BCB cutting back vegetation at Sandford Lane bus stop. 

R The grass at the entrance to the cemetery would seem o be in Berinsfield Community Business’s contract 

and so asked if they could cut both sides of the entrance.  Contacted resident explaining situation. 

S Written to Mr Clark (County Director) copying in Bev Hindle, acting Director of Environment and Economy 

with regard to lack of contact or action in removing graffiti on bypass bridge columns.  Received letter 

explaining that work will be carried out to get rid of the graffiti in the next month or so.    

T Received report from resident that the plaque by the river was missing.  Forwarded his email to Oxford 

Preservation Trust and recommended resident contact the police, giving details of PCSO Jamie Moya-

Flood.  Clerk forwarded email to Rachel Sanderson of OPT who has reported to the police.  Received 

further email from Rachel explaining she had received information about two men living in tents by the 

river.  Apparently they are often drunk and are abusive towards walkers, which she also reported to the 

police, who felt there was nothing they could do except in regard to both issues, except record the missing 

plaque in case it becomes part of a pattern of thefts in the area. OPT has tried homeless agencies in Vale 

of White Horse District Council without any success.  As there have been problems with illegal camping for 

some weeks now, the OPT has instructed its land agents to get bailiffs involved and has also requested a 

meeting with Councillor Blagrove.  ‘This problem of illegal camping seems to be linked to another of illegal 

moorings, both of which appear to be associated with the recent Oxford City Council PSPO for waterways 

which has pushed a problem out of the city up and down stream.  Unluckily, OPT has land downstream (in 

Kennington) and upstream (at Swinford bridge), both in VoWH, which are now suffering.  We have 

therefore mentioned the problem in passing to Nicola Blackwood’s researcher, who is a tenant in our 
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building here in Turn Again Lane.  He suggested that you as Clerk to the PC, and any members of the public, 

should email Nicola as the local MP.  This will escalate the importance of the issue so that she will be able 

to raise it with the Chief Constable’.   

197.16 It was agreed that Council write to MP Nicola Blackwood and Crime Commissioner, Anthony Stansfeld. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to MP Nicola Blackwood and Police Crime Commissioner Anthony Stansfeld  

 

U Requested 20mph sign be taken away at the end of Bagley Wood Road – Oxford Road end.  Received 

acknowledgement (762424.)  This has been done. 

V Issues regarding litter collection around the Village Centre have been sorted, with Management 

Committee recommending Council settles all monies held back from Contractor.  

W Sent off for last three months VAT refund to H M Revenue and Customs 

X Sent congratulations / thanks letter to Pam Mckellen on her retirement as vicar of St Swithun’s Church 

Y Mick Hutton has taken away the big roller at Forest side playing field 

 

198.16 CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID  
Requests for grants 

A Request for a grant from South and Vale Carers towards their support work with young carers in the area.    

199.16 It was resolved that Council would approve this grant to South and Vale Carers.  This was proposed by 

Cllr. Mrs Buckingham seconded by Cllr. Mason and agreed unanimously. 

200.16 A proposal was made by Cllr. Mason to grant a sum of £375, seconded by Cllr. Johnston and agreed 

unanimously. 

B Request for a grant from Oxfordshire Association for the Blind whose aim is to help every visually impaired 

person in the county to remain as active and independent as possible and to provide early intervention 

support to those struggling to adapt to the loss of their sight. 

201.16 It was resolved that Council would approve this grant to Oxfordshire Association for the Blind.  This was 

proposed by Cllr. Baggott seconded by Cllr. Charlett and agreed unanimously. 

202.16 A proposal was made by Cllr. Johnston to grant a sum of £150, seconded by Cllr. Feather and agreed 

unanimously. 

C Request for a grant from Campaign to Protect Rural England – Oxfordshire – needs Council’s help to 

continue protecting our Oxfordshire countryside and villages (Paid £36 in April for annual subs)  

203.16 It was resolved that Council would approve this grant to Campaign to Protect Rural England.  This was 

proposed by Cllr. Mason seconded by Cllr. Jennings and agreed by the majority (three against). 

204.16 A proposal was made by Cllr. Johnston to grant a sum of £64.00, seconded by Cllr. Jennings and agreed by 

the majority (three against). 

Correspondence for discussion/action  

A Invitation to CPRE Vale District AGM on 22 October at Denman College 

B Community First Oxfordshire - Invitation to Place-making conference November 8th 2016 

C OALC - Precept referendum - technical consultation important please respond. 

205.16 It was agreed that Council would respond to consultation stating its disapproval of the proposal. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Respond on behalf of the Council explaining its disapproval of this way forward 

 

D Free Rural Services Network  Seminar - Rural Economies – 20 October in Swindon 

E Oxfordshire Clinical Commissioning Group - The Big Health and Care Conversation has invited Council to 

participate in The Big Health and Care Conversation consultation by the consultation manager, Julia 

Stackhouse. This consultation is open until 30 November 2016. 
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206.16 It was agreed that Cllrs. Mrs Buckingham and Charlett together with Clerk would respond to consultation. 

ACTION FOR CLLRS. MRS BUCKINGHAM AND CHARLETT + THE CLERK– Respond on behalf of the Council to this 

consultation. 

 

F Community First Oxfordshire AGM - 27th October 2016 

G Oxfordshire South and Vale Citizen Advice AGM – 18 October 2016 

H Helen & Douglas House – Christmas Cards 

207.16 It was agreed that Council would purchase Christmas Cards for those volunteers within the Emergency 

Plan.  It was proposed by Cllr. Johnston, seconded by Cllr. Mrs Buckingham and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Purchase Christmas Cards to send to those volunteers in the Emergency Plan. 

 

Correspondence for information  

I Invitation to the Autumn Vale of White Horse Town and Parish Forum, 10 November 2016 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to The Vale of White Horse District Council thanking them for the invitation but that 

this date clashes with the Council’s next Parish meeting. 

 

J Change of address for Came and Company 

K OALC – information on the Neighbourhood Planning Bill – forwarded to all Councillors 

L Comments from St Swithun’s School on the Local Plan modifications 

M Copied in on St Swithun's school’s comments - the Local Plan modifications sent to Radley Parish Council 

N Oxfordshire County Highways – As of 12 September there is a system which will enable the Parish Council 

to contact Highways directly to follow up matters affecting the community.  

O Copy of Carers Oxfordshire – Autumn 2016 – Care Matters 

P Invitation to Place-making conference – 8 November at Oxford Abingdon Hotel, Abingdon.   

Q Councils binning black and coloured sacks in recycling bins from November 

R Calber Christmas Tree order 

S Trespasser & Horse Removal Specialists 

T Oxfordshire Council - Stakeholder Update - Our commitment to a new council that saves residents £100 

million – forwarded to Councillors 

U Low carbhub - Power for public good. Biggest community-owned solar roof hosted by Prodrive. 

V Oxford Flood Alleviation Scheme Sept 2016 – forwarded to Councillors 

W News from Healthwatch Oxfordshire, September 2016 – forwarded to Councillors 

X Oxfordshire South and Vale Citizens Advice - Headlines September – forwarded to Councillors 

Y Radley parish Council – October Update – forwarded to Councillors 

Z Barclays Bank – interest rate reducing from 5 December 2016 to nothing 

AA Change of property name from: Isis House to: Dorn House, Kenville Road, Kennington, OXFORD OX1 5PJ 

AB Oxfordshire County Council - Proposed Unitary Authority in Oxfordshire- forwarded to councillors 

AC Vale of White Horse Local Plan Update Bulletin 4 – forwarded to councillors 

AD Beth Elkins is no longer in the role of Community Infrastructure Support Officer (SouthandVale) Council 

now needs to contact the planning department with its project plans 

AE Big Lottery Reaching Communities Workshop - Workshop of the Month 

AF Oxford Flood Alleviation Scheme team will be at the Talking Shop Café in Sandford on 15 October  
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208.16 FINANCIAL REPORT  

Statement of Bank Accounts as at 30 September 2016 

Community Account                                                                                          £500.00 

Business Premium Account                                                                           £143,624.90 

National Savings Investment Account                              £8,137.39 

Sub total £152,262.29 

Less outstanding cheques 0 

Total £152,262.29 

Income in September 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Direct Debit to be paid in September 

    Power to Act 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Accounts to be paid in October 

   

Vale of White Horse District Council 
Precept 2016/17 2nd half 

£42,726.50 

Barclays Bank 
Interest from 6 June – 4 September 

£14.45 

Kennington Athletic Football Club 
Additional cut of Forest Side playing field 

£46.30 

DD Southern Electric 
Gas for Playfield Road Pavilion 

£13.31 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

DD BT 
Telephone charges for Parish phone 

£249.97 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

Cheque No. 
106… 

   Power to Act 
 

606 Mrs A Feather 
Salary for September less tax, NI and pension 

£1083.28 Section 112  
LGA 1972 

607 Mr M Hutton - Play Warden 
wages for October less tax                       

£82.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

608 HM Revenue and Customs 
Tax and Employer NI 

£254.38 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

609 Village Hall 
Room Hire for October 

£98.00 Section 134 (4)  
LGA 1972 

610 Toby Fleming – War Memorial 
October’s allowance  

£45.00 War Memorials Act 
1923 

611 Oxfordshire County Council Pension Fund 
Clerk’s and Employer’s contributions for September 

£359.12 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

612 Friends of Kennington Library 
Grant – Minute Nos 156.16 & 157.16 at September’s meeting 

£500.00 Section 137 
LGA 1972 

613 Victim Support 
Grant – Minute Nos 158.16 & 159.16 at September’s meeting 

£100.00 Section 137 
LGA 1972 

614 OALC 
Planning training for Cllrs. Charlett and Feather 

£84.00 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

615 Green Thumb 
Late summer treatment for grass at War Memorial 

£57.00 War Memorials Act 
1923 
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Roger Symes would be happy to be Kennington's Internal Auditor for 2016/17 at the same cost as last year,  
namely £375. 

209.16 It was agreed that Council would accept Mr Symes as the Council’s Internal Auditor for 2016/17 audit. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to Mr Symes accepting his quote for carrying out the 2016/17 Internal Audit for the 

Council. 

 
210.15 Reconciliation reports together with the trial balance, cash book and summary income and expenditure 

(against budget) and copy of annual budget reports were circulated to all Councillors.   
211.15 The financial report was proposed by Cllr. Johnston seconded by Cllr. Gelder and voted unanimously. 

 

212.16 MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE 

The Planning Committee meeting minutes held on 13 September and 4 October were noted.   

 

213.16 MINUTES OF PLAYING FIELDS COMMITTEE  

The Playing Fields Committee meeting minutes held on 15 September were noted.   

 

214.16 CAROLS AROUND THE TREE – 4 DECEMBER 

215.16 After discussion it was agreed that Cllrs. Mrs Buckingham; Gelder; Feather and District Councillor 

Blagrove would organise this year’s Carols around the tree, with the assistance from the Clerk.  Cllr. Gelder 

volunteered to become Father Christmas again for the evening. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact Said Business School and ask if Council could borrow pie warmer as it did last year 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact Bagley Wood to organise the Christmas tree and its delivery. 

 

216.16  WAR MEMORIAL FLAG POLE CLEANING 

217.16 After some discussion it was agreed that Council would get the flag poles at both the War Memorial and 

outside the Village Centre inspected, maintained and cleaned.  This was proposed by Cllr. Baggott, 

seconded by Cllr. Johnston and agreed by the majority (two against).   

616 Information Commissioner 
Annual data protection registration 

£35.00 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

617 Calber Facilities Management Ltd 
Village Litter collection for July, August and September 
Weekly cleaning of Playfield Rd pavilion of £134.50 

£1182.82 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

618 Berinsfield Community Business 
Verges, Playing fields, and cemetery visits in August 

£1114.32 Section 96(5) 
Highways 
Act 1980 

LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

Cheque No 
106 … 

  Power to Act 

619 Maylarch Recycling Limited 
Exchanging of wheelie bins in September 

£83.28 Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

620 D.E. Electrical 
Install new sockets for line marker at Forest Side pavilion 

£168.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 
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218.16 It was agreed that Council would accept Piggotts quote of £360.50 to inspect, maintain and clean the War 

Memorial flag pole.  This was proposed by Cllr. Mason, seconded by Cllr. Mrs Buckingham.    

219.16 It was also agreed that the Clerk would contact Piggotts asking what price they would quote for carrying 

out the same work on the flag pole outside the Village Hall.  This was proposed by Cllr. Patterson, 

seconded by Cllr. Johnston.          

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact Piggotts asking what price would they quote for carrying out the inspection, 

maintenance and cleaning of both flagpoles.  Clerk to report back at November’s meeting 

  

220.16 TREE MAINTENANCE WORK AT PLAYFIELD ROAD PLAYING FIELD 

221.16 After some discussion it was agreed that the Council would accept Young’s Tree Services to carry out the 

necessary works.  This was proposed by Cllr. Cobb, seconded by Cllr. Feather and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact Young’s Tree Services and arrange works to be carried out. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Inform the two unsuccessful contractors thanking them for putting in a price for the works. 

 

222.16 REPORTS OF MEMBERS ON OUTSIDE BODIES 

223.16 Cllr. Charlett – Village Hall Management Committee 

 The committee was investigating the possibility of installing security in the lobby of the centre.  The 

Committee is also looking into mosquito deterrent for outside and at the back of the building. 

224.16 Cllr. Mrs Buckingham – Youth Club 

 The Youth Club leader has resigned with no explanation. 

225.16 Cllr. Mrs Buckingham – Patient Participation Group (PPG) 

 Health Centre received report from a recent CQC inspection. Practice was found to be good in 24 areas.   

226.16 Cllr. Cobb – Scouts 

 The scouts have arranged fireworks for 12 November raising funds for Luke’s Fund. 

227.16 Cllr. Baggott – St Swithun’s Church 

 Church is having a farewell lunch on Sunday for Revd Pam McKellen, who is retiring - all are welcome. 

228.16 Cllr. Mason – The Friends of Kennington Library 

 The Friends of the Kennington Library will be holding a Gala Night on 19 November, details in Chronicle. 

 

229.16 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS  

1. Cllr. Mason explained that when walking up the slip road to the Park and Ride, pedestrians have to 

cross the slip road twice due to the overgrown state of the verge.  It was suggested that residents 

could walk over Red Bridge on the pavement. 

2. Cllr. Mason is suggesting that Kennington be re-named to Kennington-upon-Thames 

3. There are more complaints surrounding the bus service, with some residents suggesting installing 

CCTV.  Cllr. Mason was reminded that the way to complain to Oxford Bus Company was to write 

directly to them, detailing the incident, which will then be investigated by the company. 

4. Cllr. Johnston reported the surface along the sustran path from the Tandem towards Radley needs 

repair as it is getting worse, which is beginning to affect the walkers.  Also the path from the 

Tandem bridge to the river needs building up a little more. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Report to the Oxford Office of the sustran path.   

 

5. Cllr. Gelder is still waiting for Environment Agency to get back to him regarding flood alleviation 

scheme. 
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6. Cllr. Robinson reported that there were posters advertising the Abingdon Fair everywhere in the 

village.  Should they not be taken down.  It was suggested that the District Councillors would 

contact the Vale of White Horse Licensing department asking if a condition could be made to 

make sure that these posters are taken down in future.  It could be Abingdon Town Council. 

ACTION FOR DISTRICT COUNCILORS – Find out if a condition could be made when giving the fair its licence to 

make sure they take down all the posters they put up.   

 

7. Cllr. Jennings reported that the trees/shrubs on the left as you come out of Playfield Road makes it 

very difficult to see vehicles coming from the left.  Could these be cut back?   

ACTION FOR CLERK – Ask Oxfordshire County Council to cut this vegetation back from the road.    

 

8. Cllr. Feather reported the condition of the middle sized sandpit in the Links Play Area, it is falling 

apart and needs attention.  It was suggested that this an agenda item at next month’s meeting 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Put as item on next month’s agenda 

 

9. Cllr. Cobb is concerned about the speed of vehicles going through the village.  It was suggested 

that we ask for a speed check in the village. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Ask if a speed check could be arranged.    

 

10. Cllr. Cobb reported several broken bollards along The Avenue.  It was agreed that the Clerk should 

purchase more and arrange for the broken ones to be replaced. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Purchase four plastic bollards similar to those along The Avenue    

 

230.16 REPORT OF THE DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

231.16 Cllr. Johnston – Reported a long session with the Director of Planning, who is expecting the Inspector’s 

letter to the local Plan Part I be approved by the Council in December or January 2017.  Once this has 

happened the Local Plan Part II, will be progressing the CIL process which will be a great improvement. 

232.16 Cllr. Blagrove – Oxford’s unmet housing need – The Vale of White Horse District Council’s proportion of 

2200 houses will be part of the Local Plan Part II.  Nothing has been earmarked for Kennington.  All 

Councils agree they must get together and get the best deal for the Council. 

233.16 REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR – Cllr Johnston has been promised that the grass verge cutting will 

start earlier next season.  There will also be a change in the cutting programme annually too.  Council will 

shortly be consulting on a parking levy to be paid by those who work in the city.  Devolution – there is an 

option being considered at present which would mean that there would be a County wide authority with 

subgroups, using only one set of officers and one set of councillors.  This could save £22 million per year.  

Cllr. Johnston is expecting an important announcement in the autumn statement. 

234.16 ANY MATTERS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION  

 Fresher’s Day 

Replacement sandpit for The Links Play Area 

 Agree on price for maintenance of both Flag Poles 

 

Meeting Closed at 9:10pm 

 

Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


