
Kennington Parish Council 
Oxfordshire 

Minutes of the meeting held on  
14 September 2017 at 7:30pm in the Village Centre 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Present:  Cllr. Baggott Cllr.Charlett Cllr. Cobb Cllr. Feather Cllr. Patterson  

Cllr. Smith Cllr. Johnston  Cllr. Robinson  Cllr. Jennings 

     

In Attendance: Rachel Brown (Clerk) 

 

130.17 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Cllr. Bakewell, Cllr. Mrs Buckingham, Cllr. Landau, Cllr. Gelder 

 

131.17 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC – None 

 

132.17 DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS – None  

 

133.17 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING  

The Parish Council resolved to sign the minutes of the meeting on 13 July 2017 as a true record. 

 

134.17 REPORT OF THE CLERK  
New issues during the month  

A Email from Colley Wood resident regarding the trees in the communal area 

“They are in serious need to pruning and general attention because their lower branches are now at head 

height and a danger in the dark to pedestrians.” 

Clerk advised to contact the developers, Pye Homes as they are responsible for maintaining these trees. 

B Clerk and Cllr. Charlett contacted by two residents regarding the road surface of the north end of 

Kennington Road. Clerk and Cllr. Charlett responded that resurfacing is unlikely to take place this year or 

next, but that the road will be monitored and potholes filled as necessary.  

C Clerk was contacted by a resident of Forest Side asking if he required permission to cut down two trees in 

his front garden. Cllr. Charlett responded that, providing the trees are in his property and are not the 

subject of a tree preservation order (TPO) then no permission is required to cut them down. 

D The Parish Council phone line was accidentally cut off by the builders working next door. This was fixed by 

BT within 24 hours of it being reported and the building firm have agreed to pay any costs. 

E Resident of Sandford Lane reported that a large drain cover had been knocked off by a passing lorry, and 

this is the third time in 12 months. Clerk reported to Thames Water – when they called for more 

information, the resident reported that it had already been fixed.  

F Clerk was emailed to ask if any of the councillors have a particular responsibility for liaising with the police 

regarding Neighbourhood Watch. Cllr. Charlett offered to contact her, and was advised that this was an 

old email and had been sent in error. Cllr. Charlett reported that he had contacted the police on Monday 

regarding containers and balloons at Forest Side, indicating likely laughing gas abuse. Carl Bryan’s team 

will keep their eye on the situation. 

G Resident of Poplar Grove called regarding the cherry trees on the corner of Otters Reach 

“There are some very old and lovely cherry trees on the grass verge which are now really in need of some 

management and I think one has died.  

They overhang my garden which is not in itself a bad thing but they cannot just continue as they are 

without causing actual interference to my property. 

I’m sure that local residents would appreciate these local trees being properly taken care of. The Council do 

visit regularly to cut the lawn but the trees remain neglected. 

Please could I ask the parish council to look into this matter? 
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Further email received from resident advising that since the recent storm, the branches are now banging 

on her roof tiles and may cause further damage in future. This land is the responsibility of Oxfordshire 

County Council, and the resident has the right to cut any branches which are overhanging her land. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Report to Oxfordshire County Council and advise resident. 

 

H Clerk was contacted by resident regarding the grass verge outside their house as this should be cut by the 

contractors but has not been done this year. Clerk confirmed this on the schedule and asked BGG to 

ensure this is cut for the rest of the year. 

I Clerk received reminder from Active Places Data Platform to check the details on the website are correct 

and update if necessary. Clerk has checked and updated details on website regarding Playfield Road and 

Forest Side playing fields. 

J Play Area Warden reported that there is some graffiti inside the play house at The Links playground. He 

will remove this ASAP. He will also strip down and treat the bench in memory of Ted Perkins. 

K Annual Play Area Inspection Report has been undertaken and has highlighted some issues. Cllr. Charlett 

has repaired where possible and has done a temporary repair on the tightrope, which was fraying. 

135.17 It was resolved that some money will need to be put aside in the next financial year for the playgrounds. 

136.17 It was agreed that a new tightrope needs to be ordered for The Links playground. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Add playgrounds to the agenda for the Annual Finance meeting. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Order a new tightrope for The Links. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Obtain an estimate for a replacement fence between The Links play area and the memorial 

field. This should be a chain link fence with metal posts. 

 

L Changes to DIY charging at Household Waste Recycling Centres – letter and poster received from 

Oxfordshire County Council. Details posted to Facebook. 

M Resident reported a large amount of rubbish and disposed clothing at Kennington Pool. Clerk reported to 

VOWH. Resident also mentioned the amount of litter around Kennington. 

N Letter received regarding the grass cutting and hedge trimming in the village. 

O Football club have reported that the brambles on the far side of Playfield Rd playing field are getting very 

overgrown and have requested that they are cut back. Cllr. Feather advised that the bushes are not as bad 

as they have been, but the football team have moved their pitch closer to the brambles, in order to avoid 

footballs going over into neighbouring gardens. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Add to the agenda for the Playing Field Committee meeting. 

 

P Email from Sandford Lane resident regarding the Sandford Hydro works traffic: 

“…I would like the council to congratulate the company (Fergal Contracting) who carried out this work. 

They only brought large plant down early on weekend mornings to limit disruption, and the driving speed 

of all the workers vehicles and Lorries, (of which there were many) were all under the speed limit. In fact, 

one of the workers asked me why nothing was done about the speed of some cars and vans going down to 

the trading estate. (Enough said.) 

         The workmen have told me that at the end of the contract they were to reinstate Sandford Lane after the 

damage their plant will have caused. Would this not be a good opportunity to install two or three speed 

humps to slow the traffic, particularly close to the cemetery entrance where people are reversing out on to 

the Lane?” 
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 This would be a County Council matter, but the chances of speed humps being added are slim, as this 

would not be Oxfordshire County Council policy. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write thank you letter to Fergal Contracting.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Advise resident to contact Oxfordshire County Council regarding the speed humps. 

 

Q Email from Oxford Preservation Trust regarding the notice board for the memorial field: 

“Earlier this year Kennington Parish Council kindly gave OPT a grant of £250 towards the cost of an 

information board at the Kennington Memorial Field.  I have a few questions:- 

1 Please confirm that the PC would like us to acknowledge this within the graphic panel. 

2 If so, please let me know whether acknowledgement should be via a written statement (eg Our thanks to 

Kennington Parish Council) or whether it is sufficient to include your logo. 

3 If you want the PC logo included, please can you send me a high resolution image that I can send on to 

our designer?” 

Kennington Parish Council would like the logo to be included on the information board. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Send Kennington Parish Council logo to Oxford Preservation Trust. 

 

R Email from resident regarding the new speed cushion on The Avenue 

“Can I please ask the Parish Council to have a look at what is perceived to be a problem (?) with the speed 

‘cushion’ at Simpsons Way/The Avenue – going towards Abingdon from Kennington the ramp up on to this 

‘cushion’ is extremely fierce – very much so – and after posting on Kennington Connected – please see 

comments (I did link  the PC in) – it makes me realise that it really is a problem and I am not by any means 

the only resident to have concerns and wonder if it might be ‘revisited’ with a view to reducing the ramp 

effect perhaps – I appreciate that Kennington ‘needs’ speed humps but this one is ‘very aggressive’ to both 

drivers and cyclists.” 

Clerk reported on Fix My Street and replied to resident. The Clerk was also copied into another email from 

a resident which was sent to John Beaumont at Oxfordshire County Council about the same problem. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Ask Oxfordshire County Council to confirm the speed cushion has been built to specification. 

 

S Items have been left on the side of The Avenue following the completion of the road surfacing works. 

Clerk reported this to Oxfordshire County Council. 

T Clerk has been sent a National Highways and Public Transport Public Satisfaction Survey to complete. It 

was agreed that the Chairman and Clerk would complete this together and send a response on behalf of 

the council. 

 

Continuing issues 

U Clerk has contacted Oxfordshire County Council regarding the signs for Playfield Road but has not yet 

heard back. Clerk requested an update earlier in the week but has not heard anything, so will continue to 

chase.  

V Group of local parishes – Clerk replied and requested information about the first meeting of the group but 

has not received a response. 

W Wide verges on The Avenue – Oxfordshire County Council advised that they are responsible for the half of 

the verge closest to the road, and the adjacent property owners are responsible for maintaining the half 

closest to the houses. Resident contacted the Clerk to advise that he arranged for the tree outside 161 The 

Avenue to be removed. 
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X Oxford Preservation Trust advised that 

“Although the cycle track is along land owned by OPT, responsibility for track lies entirely with Sustrans, 

and will remain with them for many years to come. With regard to the idea for a bench, the man from 

Sustrans said that while they do sometimes install them, benches are usually placed on longer stretches of 

paths and he thought it highly unlikely that they would ever put one at Kennington. 

As the riverside meadows are managed in their natural state by Oxford Preservation Trust and are 

agricultural land, OPT has no intention of installing benches. As I’m sure you’ll appreciate, benches come at 

a cost – not just of the bench itself, but for all the ongoing maintenance. As a tiny charity, OP lacks the 

resources.” 

 After discussion with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman, Clerk contacted OPT to ask if there would be a 

possibility, if Kennington Parish Council were to pay for the installation and maintenance of the bench. The 

director at OPT said that she would be delighted to accept, but on the condition that the bench is bought 

from Oxford Memorial Benches. They supply with iroko wooden benches found on OPT land – except in 

the memorial field, at present. A bench would cost around £1000 and would last around 20 years but 

would not require treating every year. 

137.17 It was agreed that the parish council is unable to fund a bench of this sort. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Write to OPT and resident, advising them of the council’s decision. 

 

Y The stile between the Memorial Field and Playfield Road playing field is due to be installed at the end of 

September / beginning of October. The hedge between the fields will be cut back in October, once the 

leaves have started to fall off. The regular scrub bash will also be arranged by OPT for the end of October. 

Z Clerk and Cllr Charlett met with BGG workers regarding the additional tasks at the cemetery. Clerk 

contacted BGG regarding the additional tasks in the village. Cllr Charlett reported that none of the tasks 

had been done and the cemetery is starting to look untidy. The previous contractors would do the work as 

it was needed, and unfortunately it was omitted from the new contract. 

138.17 It was agreed that the current contractors will be asked to quote for undertaking this work as a one-off 

and for adding to the contract for next year. 

 Cllr. Baggott advised that some of the trees in the cemetery will have their crowns raised next week. There 

is also a row of graves near the fence with Poplar Grove which are badly overgrown.  

139.17 It was agreed that Cllr. Charlett will have a look to see what needs doing and discuss at the October 

meeting. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Obtain quotes from BGG for undertaking the maintenance work at the cemetery. 

 

AA Replacement bench for Playfield Road and bollards for Grundy Crescent are due to be installed at the end 

of September / beginning of October. 

AB Fresher’s Fair has been advertised around the village and 18 organisations are booked to attend. Clerk has 

received requests from a yoga instructor and dance group to attend, and the list of invitees will be 

discussed before the next Fresher’s Fair. 

AC Clerk’s details have been updated on the village website, along with a number of other changes identified 

by the Clerk. There are still some updates required, which will be arranged as soon as possible. 

AD Parish Partners – Cllr. Feather booked in to attend the launch session on 28 September. 

AE Replacement defibrillator pads purchased and will be changed when they arrive. The Clerk will chase these 

up. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Chase up defibrillator pad, which has not yet arrived. 
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AF Clerk responded to the consultation on the A423 southern ring road slips and Kennington Road proposed 

speed limit changes. Response received from Traffic Safety & Accident Prevention Team, advising that the 

meeting seeking approval from the Cabinet Member for Transport was scheduled for Thursday 7 

September. Details of meeting and report circulated to councillors. Cllr. Johnston attended the meeting 

and advised that the County Council’s proposals had been accepted.  

AG A traffic counter has been requested for the last week in September down Bagley Wood Road. The 

counter will be mounted near the entrance to Small World Nursery, within the 30mph speed limit, and will 

take place the week commencing 25 September. 

AH Clerk wrote to resident of Hinksey Hill to advise that he should contact Oxfordshire County Council 

regarding a possible change to the speed limit or installation of a speed camera.  

AI Phone call regarding the money left in Tony Taylor’s will, which is now to be gifted to the Kennington 

Cancer Fund. Clerk will arrange for this money to be transferred as soon as possible - £100. 

140.17 It was resolved that £100 would be donated to the Kennington Cancer Fund. 

141.17 This was proposed by Cllr. Patterson seconded by Cllr. Cobb and agreed unanimously. 

 

AJ Overgrown hedges down The Avenue and Bagley Wood Road were reported to Oxfordshire County 

Council and have now been cut back. 

AK Clerk met with Rachel Sanderson from Oxford Preservation Trust – discussed the history of the land in 

Kennington managed by OPT. Rachel advised that the cows are not currently in the memorial field but it is 

hoped they will be returned as they help maintain the length of the grass in the field. 

AL SpiderOak (cloud storage) is almost full. Additional storage could be purchased or older documents could 

be deleted. The council is currently paying $100 for 100GB storage. 

142.17 It was agreed that the council will switch plans to 250GB, at a cost of $99 per year.  

143.17 This was proposed by Cllr. Cobb seconded by Cllr. Johnson and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK –  Change SpiderOak plan to 250GB. 

 

AM Clerk has started CiLCA qualification, and will need to submit complete portfolio before 31 July 2018. SLCC 

clerk details have now been updated. 

AN Request from HAGS-SMP to meet with the council to discuss any requirements for new play, sport or 

outdoor fitness equipment, or for refurbishment of existing equipment. Clerk responded that the parish 

council is not currently looking to buy any new equipment. 

 

142.17 CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID   
Requests for grants 

Clean Slate has requested a donation of £100 towards the continuation of counselling and support for 

male and female victims of sexual, emotional, mental and physical abuse in Oxfordshire. 

143.17  It was resolved that the parish council would approve a grant to Clean Slate. This was proposed by Cllr. 

Mason seconded by Cllr. Johnson and agreed unanimously. 

144.17 A proposal was made by Cllr. Johnston to grant the sum of £25, seconded by Cllr. Patterson and agreed 

unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK –  Inform Clean Slate of decision. 

 

Be Free Young Carers has requested a grant to support their work with young carers aged 8 to 25 across 

the South and Vale area. 
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145.17  It was resolved that the parish council would approve this grant to Be Free Young Carers. This was 

proposed by Cllr. Johnston seconded by Cllr. Mason and agreed unanimously. 

146.17 A proposal was made by Cllr. Mason to grant the sum of £50, seconded by Cllr. Johnston and agreed 

unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK –  Inform Be Free Young Carers of decision. 

 

The Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum has requested a donation, ideally of £250, to help support the 

archive work of the two county regiments from the Great War and the parishes from which their men 

came. 

147.17  It was resolved that the parish council would approve a grant to The Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum. This 

was proposed by Cllr. Jennings seconded by Cllr. Cobb and agreed unanimously. 

148.17 A proposal was made by Cllr. Cobb to grant the sum of £25, seconded by Cllr. Jennings and agreed 

unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK –  Inform The Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum of decision. 

 

Correspondence for discussion/action   

A The report of the Independent Remuneration Panel for Vale of White Horse and South Oxfordshire District 

Councils was noted.  

B Communities, Conservation Areas and Action – Invitation to Historic England conference on 4 October in 

Canterbury. 

C VOWH - Community Governance Review – consultation on proposed parish boundary changes – 

forwarded to councillors. The council had no comments. 

D Save the date – Autumn Town and Parish Forum 2017 – Wednesday 8 November 6-9pm 

E Radley Parish Council – Neighbourhood Plan update (forwarded to councillors) – comments to be 

submitted by 18 October 2017. 

149.17 It was agreed that the council would comment that it welcomed and supported the proposal of the 

community room in the South Kennington development, and also the proposed changes to the cycle track. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Send comments to Radley Parish Council. 

 

F Age UK Oxfordshire – Dignity in Care Awards 2017 – request for nominations 

150.17 It was resolved that the council would submit two nominations. 

ACTION FOR CLERK –  Submit nominations for the Dignity in Care Awards. 

 

Correspondence for information  
G Oxfordshire County Council – press release relating to Redbridge Hollow fly tipping plans – forwarded to 

Councillors 

H OALC – Training opportunities for the remainder of the year 

I Fairtrade Foundation – Sainsbury’s under pressure 

J Keep Britain Tidy – Get involved in Love Parks week 

K Public Sector Executive Online 

L Rural Services Network – weekly email news digest 

M Thames Tap – weekly newsletter 

N Rural Services Network – spotlight on older people 

O GreenThumb – Late Summer Newsletter 
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P Healthwatch Oxfordshire – monthly newsletter 

Q Cotswold Life Business – weekly newsletter 

R Oxfordshire LEADER Funding – increased grant limit and information event in August – forwarded to Cllr. 

Feather 

S OALC – monthly newsletters – forwarded to councillors 

T CPRE – July and August newsletters 

U Community First Oxfordshire – At a glance monthly newsletter 

V Royal British Legion – View the First World War in an immersive new way 

W Rural Services Network – Rural Conference 2017 

X NBC Environment – Summer newsletter 

Y Local Council Public Advisory Service – General Data Protection Course – Warwick – 29 September 

Z Active Places Data Platform – Active Places Newsletter August 2017 

AA Citizens Advice – monthly newsletter 

AB Civic Voice – War Memorial News – monthly newsletters 

AC Better Broadband for Oxfordshire – programme update 

AD Radley Parish Council – Development of up to 240 new homes at NW Radley 

AE Ordnance Survey – Invitation to the PSMA Regional Events 

AF VOWH – Invite to Local Plan Briefing Session – 19 Sept 

AG OPFA – Invite to OPFA AGM 2017 – forwarded to Cllr. Feather 

AH Oxford Flood Alliance – Update August 2017 

AI Keep Britain Tidy – Waste Less Live More Week is Back! (18-24 September 2017) 

AJ University of Oxford – Curiosity Carnival on 29 September 2017 – request to advertise this event – posted 

to website and Facebook 

AK Email from Culham regarding a Greenbelt Rally on 24 September at 3pm, requesting that Kennington 

hold a rally at the same time. 

AL SENDIASS – Request to advertise services for children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities – 

poster added to noticeboard. 

AM Savills – To advise that the banking arrangements for St John’s College have changed. 

AN Clerks & Councils Direct – September 2017 - on back table 

AO Countryside Voice – CPRE Summer 2017 – on back table 

AP Helen & Douglas House – News Summer 2017 – on back table 

AQ Wildlife News – BBOWT August 2017 – on back table 

AR Community First Oxfordshire – At A Glance Sept 2017 

AS Countryside Alliance Awards 2017 – Nominations to be submitted before 13 November 

AT GreenThumb – Don’t miss out on your winter work re aeration and scarification 

AU Low Carbon Hub – Your update on Sandford Hydro 

AV Smartwheelie – Speed awareness wheelie bin stickers 

AW Thames Valley Police – Neighbourhood policing newsletter – forwarded to councillors and posted on 

website 

AX Oxfordshire Artweeks – request to post a short notice regarding the deadline for entries – forwarded to 

Cllr Landau for consideration for the Chronicle, added to website and notice board. 
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151.17 FINANCIAL REPORT   

Statement of Bank Accounts as at 31 July 2017 –  

Community Account                                                                                          £500.00 

Business Premium Account                                                                           £132,701.92 

National Savings Investment Account                              £8,247.68 

Sub total £141,449.60 

Less outstanding cheques £1,763.88 

Total £139,685.72 

 

Direct Debits paid in July 

 
 
 
 
 

Accounts paid in August 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Power to Act 

DD BT 
Telephone charges for parish council phone line 

£352.29 Section 111 
LGA 

1972 

Cheque No. 
106… 

   Power to Act 
 

795 Society of Local Council Clerks 
CiLCA registration fee 

£250.00 Section 175 
LGA 1972 

796 Oxfordshire County Council Pension Fund 
Clerk’s and Employer’s contributions for April 

£300.08 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

797 HM Revenue and Customs 
Tax and Employer NI 

£119.89 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

798 Mrs R L Brown 
Salary for July less tax and NI   

£948.83 Section 112  
LGA 1972 

799 Mr M Hutton - Play Warden 
Wages for August less tax                       

£82.88 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

800 Toby Fleming – War Memorial 
August’s allowance 

£45.00 War Memorials Act 
1923 

801 Mrs R L Brown 
Reimbursement for postage stamps 

£14.52 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

802 Kennington Village Hall 
Room hire for August 

£32.00 Section 134(4) 
LGA 1972 

803 BGG Garden & Tree Care Ltd 
Verges, parks and cemetery maintenance for July 2017 

£1,632.00 Section 96(5) 
Highways Act 1980 

LG (Misc 
Prov) Act 

804 Turtle Engineering Ltd 
Replacement defibrillator pads (minute no. 100.17) 

£29.99 Section 234  
Public Health 

Act 1936 

805 Rialtas Business Solutions Ltd 
Finance data backup service - Alpha 

£144.00 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

806 Kedel Ltd 
Recycled mixed plastic round posts (minute no. 99.17) 

£114.93 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

807 Playsafety Ltd. 
Annual play area inspections 

£256.20 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 
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Statement of Bank Accounts as at 31 August 2017 –  

Community Account                                                                                          £500.00 

Business Premium Account                                                                           £129,874.38 

National Savings Investment Account                              £8,247.68 

Sub total £138,622.06 

Less outstanding cheques £1,795.20 

Total £136,826.86 

Income in August 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Direct Debits paid in August 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

808 BDO LLP 
For external audit of council’s accounts for the year 

ended 31 March 2017 

£360.00 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

809 Green Thumb  
Spring and Early Summer treatments for war memorial 

£114.00 War Memorials Act 
1923 

812 Calber Facilities Management Ltd 
Village Litter collection for May 
Weekly cleaning of Playfield Rd  

£413.62 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

Cheque No. 
106… 

 Playing Fields Budget  Power to Act 
 

810 Maylarch Recycling Ltd 
Exchanging wheelie bin in August 

£131.04 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

811 Maxwell Amenity Ltd 
Grass seed and moss killer for Playfield Rd playing field 

£103.54 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

   

Kennington Village Hall 
Reimbursement for gate closers for playground 

£143.64 

Oxfordshire County Council 
Grass cutting grant 

£2,334.96 

National Citizen Service 
Hire of Playfield Road pavilion 

£60.00 

British Gas 
Refund re issue with billing system 

£50.00 

    Power to Act 

DD Castle Water 
Water for Playfield Rd pavilion – account £48.11 in credit 

£0.00 LG (Misc Prov) 
Act 1976 

DD Castle Water 

Water supply for war memorial 

£9.50 War Memorials 

Act 1923 

DD Southern Electric 

Gas for Playfield Road pavilion 

£61.11 LG (Misc Prov) 

Act 1976 
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Accounts to be paid in September 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Cheque 
No. 
106… 

 Playing Fields Budget  Power to Act 
 

825 Maylarch Recycling Ltd 
Exchanging wheelie bin in August 

£87.36 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

Cheque No. 
106… 

   Power to Act 
 

813 Mrs R L Brown 
Salary for August less tax and NI   

£879.46 Section 112  
LGA 1972 

814 Oxfordshire County Council Pension Fund 
Clerk’s and Employer’s contributions for April 

£276.06 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

815 HM Revenue and Customs 
Tax and Employer NI 

£102.93 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

816 Mr M Hutton - Play Warden 
Wages for September less tax                       

£103.80 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

817 Toby Fleming – War Memorial 
September’s allowance 

£45.00 War Memorials Act 
1923 

818 Euroffice Ltd 
Ink cartridge and box of paper 

£44.98 Section 111  
LGA 1972 

819 Mrs R L Brown 
Postage stamps and box files 
Posters for Fresher’s Fair 
 
Dishwasher supplies for Playfield Rd pavilion 

 
£30.57 

£4.00 
 

£7.70 

Section 111 
LGA 1972 

Section 137 
LGA 1972 

LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

820 Rialtas Business Solutions Ltd 
Alpha Software Maintenance (finance package) 

£139.20 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

821 Calber Facilities Management Ltd 
Village Litter collection for August 
Weekly cleaning of Playfield Rd  

£434.02 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

822 Savills(UK) Ltd Client Account re St John’s College 
Oxford 
Rent for Forest Side playing field 29.9.17 - 24.12.17 

£462.50 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

823 BGG Garden & Tree Care Ltd 
Verges, parks and cemetery maintenance for August 

£1,608.00 Section 96(5) 
Highways Act 1980 

LG (Misc 
Prov) Act 

1976 

824 Kennington Village Hall 
Room hire for September 

£182.00 Section 134(4) 
LGA 1972 

826 Friends of Kennington Cancer Fund 

Executors of Mr Tony Taylor wish the money to be 

donated – given to the parish council in Dec 2015 

£100.00 Section 137 

LGA 1972 

827 Green Thumb 

Late summer treatment for war memorial 

£57.00 War Memorials Act 

1923 
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152.17 There were no issues with the 2016/17 external audit. The Annual Return was presented to Council and 
approved and accepted. This was proposed by Cllr. Cobb seconded by Cllr. Johnston and agreed  
unanimously. Notice of conclusion of audit together with a copy of the annual return were displayed on  
both the Parish Council noticeboard at the Village Centre and the website for 14 days during September. 

153.17 It was agreed that Cllr. Smith and Cllr. Feather will undertake the next internal checks. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange internal checks. 

 

154.17 Reconciliation reports together with the trial balance, cash book and summary income and expenditure  
(against budget) and copy of annual budget reports were circulated to all Councillors.   

155.17 The financial report was proposed by Cllr. Cobb seconded by Cllr. Johnston and voted unanimously. 

 

156.17 MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE 

The Planning Committee meeting minutes held on 11 July, 1 and 22 August 2017 were noted.    

 

157.17 MINUTES OF PLAYING FIELDS COMMITTEE 

The Playing Fields Committee meeting minutes held on 19 July 2017 were noted.    

 

158.17 NEW BANKING PRACTICE 

159.17 It was resolved that the council would start to use internet banking. This was proposed by Cllr. Cobb 

seconded by Cllr. Smith and agreed unanimously. 

160.17 A proposal was made by Cllr. Feather that the council continues to bank with Barclays, seconded by Cllr. 

Cobb and agreed unanimously. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Review financial procedures to include internet banking. 

 

170.17 REMEMBRANCE SERVICE ON 12 NOVEMBER 2017 

 The road closure application has been approved for the Remembrance Day parade. Clerk will contact 

Alison Peedell regarding ordering the wreaths for this year and arrange a date for the pre-meeting. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange pre-meeting to discuss the detail of the parade and service. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Arrange wreaths. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact PC Richard Osborn re leading the parade again this year. 

 

171.17 REPORTS OF MEMBERS ON OUTSIDE BODIES 

172.17 Cllr. Mason – Friends of Kennington Library 

 A disco has been arranged on 30 September and a quiz night on 11 November. 

173.17 Cllr. Robinson – Youth Club 

The youth club has been advertising and has opened its doors again. There are four new volunteers 

awaiting DBS checks. 

174.17 Cllr. Mrs. Buckingham – Patient Participation Group (PPG) 

“Over the summer there have been two meetings to discuss the future of KPPG. Whilst the group accepted 

that the two practices had merged it was felt important to continue to represent the views and needs of 

patients from Kennington and surrounding areas.  Therefore it was decided to remain separate from Botley 

PPG but to attend their meetings. Long term it was suggested by KPPG that three representatives from 

Kennington could meet with three representatives from Botley PPG and the practice manager on a three 

monthly basis, to take forward the most urgent  points raised by patients. This was proposed at the Botley 

meeting on 6th September but no decision was made.  Botley feel they need a working party to review the 
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terms of reference/constitution before we can move forward.  This was despite Kennington Chair pointing 

out that this had already been done by herself and another member of KPPG during the summer.  

  We have requested that a picture board of staff who work at the surgery be put up in Kennington HC as 

many patients do not know who the new doctors are.  Ideally we would want ALL staff but the practice 

manager is not keen on this.  However it is hoped that photos of the doctors and possibly nurses will soon 

be available. 

  KPPG will have a stand at the Freshers Fair.  

  Following articles in the Chronicle the Chair has received letters and phone calls from patients wanting to 

get more involved and also sadly more issues that demonstrate that things are still not working smoothly. 

  The first of our Health Talks will be on Wednesday 15th November at 730 in the Village centre.  It will be 

given by the Advanced Nurse Practitioner Marie Lloyd. Please come and support this meeting if you can. 

  KPPG is committed to reporting issues raised by patients and to try and move forward positively with our 

colleagues in Botley. 

  PPGs in Oxfordshire have historically been supported by OCCG however OCCG have transferred this 

responsibility to Oxfordshire Healthwatch (OHW).  OHW have employed extra staff to undertake work with 

PPGs so we are anticipating more involvement and support in the future.” 

175.17 Cllr. Charlett – Kennington Village Hall 

 The village hall committee are investigating prices for boilers, and may request a grant from the parish 

council before too long. Cllr. Charlett visited McIntyre’s - they are hoping to hold an open day for 

residents, which is likely to be on a Saturday morning. McIntyre’s would like to open a café in the building 

so the clients can interact with the public, but funding is an issue. Cllr. Charlett advised that they could 

apply for a grant. 

 

176.17 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS  

177.17 Cllr. Patterson – There is still an issue with the trees near the slip road to the A34, as the grass cannot be 

cut underneath them. Oxfordshire County Council to be contacted regarding lifting the crowns of the oak 

trees, so the grass cutters are able to get underneath. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact Oxfordshire County Council regarding lifting the crowns of the oak trees. 

  

178.17 Cllr. Baggott – There is an informal route between Cow Lane and St Swithun’s Church Hall, and the church 

are considering installing a gate. To be discussed at a future meeting. 

179.17 Cllr. Robinson – The phone has been removed from the phone box at the end of Edward Road, and the 

box will be taken away by the end of the year. 

 There is a broken barrier on Old Abingdon Road, which has been repaired using two scaffolding poles, but 

needs replacing, as it is dangerous. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Report to Oxfordshire County Council Highways Department. 

  

 Redbridge Hollow is being cleared again, and it was queried whether Kennington Parish Council could keep 

the pressure on so fly tipping does not continue.  

180.17 Cllr. Feather – There has been an increase in inconsiderate parking in the village, particularly by 

contractors on Kennington Road. Kenville Road always seems to be blocked, and there are issues with cars 

parking on the corner of The Avenue and Playfield Road.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – Contact police to ask if they could address this. 
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 There is a blocked drain outside 11 Kennington Road. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Report blocked drain to Oxfordshire County Council. 

 

 The winter violas in the tubs at the beginning of the village look lovely. 

181.17 Cllr. Cobb – There is overgrown vegetation on Kennington Road outside Said Business School towards the 

overpass and it is getting difficult for people to walk past. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Report overgrown vegetation to Highways Department. 

 

182.17 REPORT OF THE DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

183.17 Cllr. Blagrove 

Despite August being a usually quiet month, a fair amount of important work took place in council.  
Mark Stone is now settling in to the acting Chief Executive role following the departure of David Hill.  Mark 
has, so far, been very approachable and engaging with councillors, long may this continue. 
The 5 Councils Partnership contract is due to come to Scrutiny so we can ensure that the Vale are getting 
what we want and need from the contract and also to make sure there is the right amount of 
accountability locally – I look forward to updating you next month on this. 
Local Plan Part 2 – This is coming to the scrutiny committee next week.  It is fair to say Part 2 is a lot less 
controversial than part 1, perhaps mainly in part due to the availability of land at Dalton Barracks, which 
helps immensely in finding land to meet housing numbers. 
I was also pleased to see that Oxford’s Unmet Housing Need, while not directly addressed in Local Plan 
Part 1 the sites in part one have been taken into account, therefore it is fair that Radley & Kennington 
have already contributed with the sites allocated in Part 1. 

184.17 Cllr. Johnston 
The Local Plan Part 2 is likely to be adopted at the next full council meeting. There are no further raids on 
the greenbelt in Part 2.  
The 5 councils outsourcing is behind schedule and over budget. The promised savings have not 
materialised, and the payroll was a year late. 

185.17 REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR – Cllr. Johnston  

At the most recent County Council meeting, Part 1 of the Waste and Minerals Plan was finally agreed. This 

protects the council from speculative sand and gravel extraction, but has taken twenty years to resolve. It 

will need a Part 2 in due course. 

There will be an update on Monday regarding the Lodge Hill park and ride – this remains an aspiration but 

there is no funding at the moment. However, the Oxford to Cambridge Expressway is ploughing ahead. 

£27 million has been agreed for drawing up options, scoping and preliminary design work. The National 

Infrastructure Commission have said that this is a key piece of infrastructure, so may happen within 5-6 

years. 

The electrification of the railway is in a complete mess and work between Oxford and Didcot has stopped 

completely, without explanation. 

 

186.17 ANY MATTERS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION  

 Gate between Cow Lane and St Swithun’s Church Hall 

 

187.17 CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 

Cllr. Johnston moved that the press and public be excluded in order to prevent the disclosure to them of 

confidential information relating to persons in the parish. 
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The OALC advised that the parish council were unable to take legal action. 

The Clerk received a thank you letter from the former Clerk relating to the ex gratia payment. 

Three nominations for the Unsung Community Heros’ Awards were agreed. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – Send nominations to VOWH for the Unsung Community Hero’s Awards. 

 

Meeting Closed at 9:40 pm 

 

 

Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


