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Cllr. Colin Charlett, the Chairman of the Parish Council, took the Chair.  
He welcomed everyone to the Annual Parish Meeting.  

 
In attendance: There were 24 residents and Mrs Anne Feather (Parish Clerk) 
 
Apologies: Rosemary Davies; James and Halcyon Leonard; Jim Parke; Philip Hind; Christine Ravenscroft; Jean 
Mundy; Tim Gardiner; Brian Peedell; Joy Topping; Maureen Palma; Doreen Horseman; Brian and Isabel 
Baggott and Bob Martin  
 
1. Minutes of last Annual Parish Meeting  
The Minutes of Annual Parish Meeting held on Wednesday 28 April 2015 in the Kennington Village Hall at 
7.30pm, were circulated by the Clerk.  The meeting approved the minutes and they were signed by the 
Chairman as a true record. 
2. Chairman’s Report 
This is my third report as Chairman of the Council and I will try to be brief, but to summarise the year’s 
activities in a few words is not easy. 
ROADS - I start the same as last year. The state of the roads in the Parish is a continual concern to the Council. 
Whilst appreciating the finances of the County are under strain, road safety is adversely affected by roads in a 
dangerous condition. The state of the roads in the Village is less than satisfactory, the resurfacing of the 
Avenue between Simpsons Way and the Church was excellent, unfortunately they had not got enough tarmac 
to relay the school crossing at the time of the works. Any further comment is unnecessary. Unfortunately this 
has made it blatantly obvious how bad the road from the Church to the North end of the 
Village is. Also, after a very long wait, the repairs to Bagley Wood Road were finally carried out. At long last 
some remedial work has also been done to the kerbing and verge in part of Grundy Crescent. The perennial 
problem of speeding traffic and over height lorries is continuing in Sandford Lane. A continual problem of 
parking on the main road at school times causes inconvenience and danger. This has been a worsening 
problem over the years and seems set to get worse. Also parking along Kennington Road and parking on the 
corner of Playfield Road are continual causes of complaint, as are the area outside the Coop. 
GRASS CUTTING AND VILLAGE MAINTENANCE - The grass cutting has not been as good as we would have 
hoped this last year with areas being missed. The Clerk is very quick to chase up the contractors on any 
omissions from the schedule. Hopefully this year will see an improvement. Our grant from the County for 
grass cutting is being reduced again this year but we are sticking with the same schedule of cuts. Tree 
inspections identified some work needed on the trees at Forest Side and this was carried out. 
LITTER AND DOG FOULING - Again, perennial problems. Dog fouling is an ongoing problem. It is a particular 
problem in the footpath between Poplar Grove and Meadow View. It was so bad at one point that the 
contractors who carry out the maintenance for the Council refused to sweep the path as it was considered to 
be a health hazard. Biffa sent a special team in to deal with it but unfortunately it is still getting fouled. Fouling 
is also a problem on both the playing fields. Any litter bin can be used to put dog faeces in and the Council 
have installed poo bag dispensers at Forest Side and Playfield Road. We had also put free bags in the local 
shops. If you see someone letting their dog foul and they don’t clean it you can report it to the Vale. 
PLAY AREAS - The play area safety surfaces are chipped bark and this needs constant topping up which is quite 
an expense. Fortunately the equipment does not require a lot of maintenance but we inspect it every two 
weeks to make sure it is safe. RosPa carry out an annual inspection and have advised us that we may need to 
consider replacing the equipment at Forest Side in the next two or three years. We have recently had the 
scrub to the North side of both playing fields cut back, the first time for many years and we hope to have this 



Kennington Annual Parish meeting held on Thursday 7 April 2016 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Page 2 of 8 

 

done as required in future. I am sure a lot of you will have seen that the hedge between the Memorial Field 
and the Playing field has been cut and laid. We have already arranged for it to be trimmed at the end of the 
year to keep it in good order. 
FLOODING - As last year, very little to report, except to say that the Flood Relief Channel looks like becoming a 
reality sometime in the future. When more details are available, I am sure the Parish Council will have 
comments to make on it. 
PLANNING - We get a steady trickle of applications for our planning committee to comment on. 
Unfortunately, we cannot just say “we don’t want it”. If there are no valid planning grounds for objection, 
there is little we can do. Unfortunately, there is now the trend for building more and more flats and this is 
reducing the number of family homes that will be available. Ultimately it will also change the character of the 
Village. The Parish Council made it’s comments regarding the application for developing what is misleadingly 
referred to as South Kennington and one of our Parish Councillors attended the inquiry at Wantage on our 
behalf. Despite what some people may feel, the Council are keeping a close eye on what is happening and 
when the result of the inquiry is made public we will decide what is the best course of action. 
VILLAGE EVENTS - Many events take place throughout the year and you will hear about some of these in the 
reports from the various organisations later in the evening. The best kept garden was again held under the 
leadership of Peter Biggs, who instigated it originally. He will be organising it again this year with help from 
Sylvia Buckingham, one of our new councillors, they are intending to change the format slightly this year so 
watch the Chronicle for details. Remembrance Day was again well attended and following the usual number of 
comments about the sound, we are arranging to hire a sound system this year. Carols around the tree was 
again well attended and our thanks are due to the Band for providing the accompaniment. The result of the 
collection was £185 which was donated to Headway. It is a shame that the recipients never put a note in the 
Chronicle to thank all those who contribute. Thanks are also due to the Clerk and her assistant for the catering 
after the carols. We have already booked Father Christmas again for next year 
MISCELLANEOUS - First, defibrillators. To my Knowledge, none of them have been used yet, thankfully. 
Secondly, thanks to the efforts of Leo Boles and with a donation also from the Kennington beer festival, 
a fourth machine has been purchased and installed at the junction of Poplar Grove and Meadow View Road. 
Our thanks to Brian Vanstone for allowing it to be sited on his property. A training evening is being arranged 
for those interested and if there is enough response we can arrange another. Vandalism and nuisance is 
becoming a big problem from time to time. Over the last year the Village Hall has continually had problems 
with youngsters congregating in the entrance hall and disrupting other users. Also large groups of youths using 
the patio at the back of the hall as a meeting place and leaving large amounts of litter and also damaging the 
roof on a couple of occasions. The inevitable graffiti appears every so often and just recently, obscenities have 
been painted on the dry stone wall at the Links play area, used mainly by younger children. There was also a 
more serious incident a few weeks ago where bottles were smashed all over the Links play area including on 
the equipment. There have also been posters stuck on the bus shelters, mainly at the South end of the village, 
the glue has damaged the polycarbonate which will mean replacing the panels. I would like to remind 
everyone that the Parish Council offers a substantial reward for information leading to a successful 
prosecution of the offenders Somebody must know who is responsible for some of the problems. Kennington 
Connected is proving to be quite successful for people to air their views and advertise events and I must admit 
to being one of the sceptics when it first started, but I have on occasions posted the odd item on there and I 
think Paddy Landau and Philip Hind deserve our congratulations for getting it up and running. The Parish 
elections did not take place due to a lack of nominations so the vacancies were advertised and in May four 
new Councillors were co-opted. I would like to thank Anne our Clerk, who does far more than is actually in the 
job description. Her risk assessments and her knowledge of health and safety makes sure that we are covered 
for just about every eventuality. This year will be challenging for the Council with the housing proposals, flood 
relief channel, and one or two other extra involvements, but I am sure that as always we will all work together 
for the best for the village. 
3. Financial Statement for 2015-16 
The Clerk presented the financial statement for 2015-2016. She reported that the total expenditure in 2015-
2016 was £72,202. This was a decrease of just under £6000 on the previous year. Income was £90,093 of 
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which £78,847 came from the precept. Other income was from the County Council’s grant for the highway 
verge cutting of £2335, being 50% less than the previous year, £1400 raised by Mr Boles for the fourth 
defibrillator for the village, the decreasing grant of £2328 from the Vale of White Horse over the next 2 years, 
and income of £4097 being the Village Hall Management Committee’s redemption on its treasury stocks. Mr 
Symes is in the process of carrying out the internal audit. The Clerk reported that the Parish Precept for 2016-
2017 would be set at £85,453 which would cost a Band ’D’ property £51.34 per year. This is an increase of 
£4.04 on the Band D property.  
4. Matters arising from the reports 
Resident asked how many years left on the Village Hall loan – Clerk was not certain and would find out and let 
him know. 
5. Election to the Kennington Memorial Field Committee 
This is no longer necessary as the Memorial Field Committee has been disbanded. 
6. Report of the District Councillor – Cllr. Blagrove reported as follows: 
Thank you to the Parish Council for welcoming me as District Councillor, I look forward to continuing to work 
with them on matters affecting residents.  The last year has seen focus on keeping standards high for local 
Vale services and improving them where possible.  Our waste services continue to be among the best in the 
country and we’ll do all we can to ensure Biffa keep these great standards in the coming year.  New Homes 
Bonus and Capital Gains grants have been made available and continue to be for the coming year and I would 
encourage any residents who are members of groups or organisations who would like some financial 
assistance on a project to see if these grants are available to them, please do get in touch if you would like 
some help on this.  We all await the findings on the Local Plan to see how they many impact on the local 
community.  If we do find that new homes are going to be built in this or neighbouring villages and 
communities I will work towards ensuring that the infrastructure is in place, as set out, so that we can 
welcome the families that will join our community in as least disruptive a way as possible.  In terms of general 
planning and building matters, I am not on the planning committee so can therefore offer assistance to any 
residence with queries or concerns on planning matters, please do get in touch. 
 Report of the District Councillor – Cllr. Johnston reported as follows: 
For the past year I have continued as the opposition Planning Spokesman.  In that capacity I have attended 
almost all the meetings of the Planning Committee, which meets at least once and often twice a month.  The 
meetings can be long (an 11.15 pm finish has been known) and also involve visits to sites which take up most 
of the relevant Monday afternoon.  I have also met regularly with the Director (Adrian Duffield) to be briefed 
on staffing matters, the progress of planning applications, enforcement and much more besides.  I have also 
attended meetings of the Full Council. Wearing various hats I attended many sessions of the enquiry into the 
Vale Local Plan.  I did my best to defend the Green Belt and pointed out in respect of Pebble Hill and 
Woodlands (which the Vale proposes to take out of the Green Belt and which might then be redeveloped for 
conventional housing) the Vale has a profound conflict of interest in as much as it is both landowner and 
planning authority. 
7. Report of County Councillor - Cllr. Bob Johnston reported as follows: 
On the County I speak on transport, and in that capacity I have been involved in may meetings about the 
development of the County transport plant (LTP4).  I have remained most concerned about proposals for a 
large park and ride and lorry park at Lodge Hill. I have also served on the Planning and Regulation Committee, 
which deals for example with applications for gravel extraction, the Employees Joint Consultative Committee, 
which deals with personnel matters and SACRE which is responsible for the religious education curriculum. 
The single largest issue on the County is the emergence of proposals for a unitary authority (ies) for 
Oxfordshire.  All proposals would involve the abolition of all six existing authorities and their replacement by 
between 1 and 4 new unitary authorities.  There are now two studies taking place to look at various costings 
and savings.  The County at least intends to fully consult Parish and Town Councils and the general public on 
any proposals which emerge. 
8. Reports from Local Committees and Organisations 
8.1 1st Kennington Guides – Margaret Biggs reported as follows: 
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Our numbers have remained steady with unit of 19 girls with 3 adult Leaders and 2 Young Leaders.  We 
entered the Abingdon heat of the Anglia Great Girlguiding Bake Off, completed our World Traveller and 
Chocolate badges and made chocolates for the local Festival group to enjoy.  We have enjoyed trialling 
activities for new resources for headquarters and got to know each other through a talent show.  The girls got 
out and about geocaching and enjoyed a guided tour of Wytham Woods. We made pictures in the dark using 
compass bearings and glow sticks.  Going Away with Guides is the highlight of the year. We had a patrol attend 
Quest 2015 which is Oxfordshire’s County International Camp held every five years where they met 
international guides and took part in a wide range of adventurous activities.  As a unit, we had a summer 
sleepover over where Guides and leaders slept in shelters they had made, an Autumn camp out and our 
annual Christmas sleepover where some intrepid souls slept in tents, and therefore gaining their Winter 
Seasons badge.  Inspired by Tim Peake, the girls completed their Go For It Space by making and racing landing 
craft, creating aliens and investigating moon craters.  Our creative activities have included a trip to the KADS 
panto and taking part in the Harry Potter Book Night. We had an international evening where we sampled 
Indian food.  We would like to take this opportunity to thank the people of Kennington for their support over 
the years and hope we can continue to be of service 
8.2 Kennington Rainbows – Margaret Biggs reported as follows: 
The rainbow Unit continues to thrive with an average of 15 girls meeting each week in the Methodist Church 
Hall.  We celebrated spring by visiting the animals at Radley College, delighting especially in the lambs and 
beagles.  Last summer, we supported the Oxfordshire contingent to the 23rd World Scout Jamboree in Japan 
by eating Japanese food and trying origami.  Rainbows work towards different themed ‘Roundabout’ badges.  
Autumn saw us decide to ‘Get Health’ by learning about our bodies, keeping fit and eating the right food.  We 
also found time to mark the Queen’s Longest Reign, wearing tiaras for our Promise Party.  After half term we 
learnt about India, this time in support of the Anglia Guide Senior Section group’s visit.  We tried making 
chapattis, our rangoli designs were laminated onto coasters and we played games and sang songs with an 
elephant theme.  As Christmas approached, we made cards and decorations, ending the term with a party at 
Which Father Christmas called in ahead of his busy schedule.  This year the Senior Section, better known to 
earlier generations as ‘Rangers’ celebrate their Centenary and all sections can take part in their challenge, 
‘Mission Spectacular’.  We made a mosaic of the badge design, tried some physical activities and learnt about 
the early ‘Rangers’. For Thinking Day 22nd February, we had an international meeting.  Each year there is a 
special badge and the 2016 design had lots of coloured discs which looked rather like ‘smarties’ so each 
Rainbow was given a small box of ‘smarties’ to enjoy and then fill the box with coins for the World Friendship 
Fund to assist Guiding worldwide.  We collected £15.  Rainbows took part in the Village Remembrance Parade 
and supported the District Table Top Sale.  Our funds have been further boosted by winning the ‘Hobbycraft’ 
Easter Bonnet Competition in 2015 and coming second this year.  We have recently welcomed former 
Rainbow Rhiannon Smith back as a Young Leader and Jessica, Megan and Raahi from 1st Kennington Guides 
have been valuable ‘Rainbow Helpers’. 
8.3 Friends of Kendall Copse – Roger Gelder reported as follows: 
Following the 2016 re-election of Chairman, Treasurer and Secretary, the Friends’ current situation was 
discussed.  It was considered that the bulk of the Friends’ work had been completed, namely tree-planting; 
hedgerow-planting; fund-raising for fences, gates and noticeboard.  Whilst some additional planting had been 
under-taken (snowdrops) such endeavours required conservation advice and this would be sought from 
BBOWT and the Egrove Head Gardner, once meetings could be arranged.  The Friends considered that their 
efforts should continue in the light of the possible future impact of the proposed Oxford Flood Alleviation 
Channel, which was proposed to cross wither Kendall Copse East or West fields, depending on the route 
chosen.  A proposed gathering/barbecue style meeting mid-year for all who had helped in the planting of 
Kendall Copse in Kendall Copse East was met with enthusiasm.   
8.4 Kennington Amateur Drama Society (KADS) – Alan Cobb reported as follows: 
We were lucky to have some new members to KADS for the Jack and the Bean Stork pantomime production 
and that proved positive for our following production in June of Lets all go to the music Hall which featured 
Southern Gospel Music along with British Music Hall songs, sketches and a singalong.  We yet again increased 
membership for our production for this year’s Pantomime Knight Fever and generated £1000 for Help the 
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Heroes.  Unfortunately we lost this year a young member of KADS Luke Biggs and we attended St Swithun’s 
Church whereby we brought together both old and new members to sing a song for Luke “Lean on me” in a 
celebration of his life. This was very moving for all who attended and I don’t think there was a dry eye in the 
place. RIP young Luke.  Our next production is of Alice, which as expected with that name is aimed at the 
younger ones and hopefully will encourage more youngsters into KADS as this is so very important for the 
continuation of the Society it is also good for the development and confidence of the young people 
themselves. 
8.5 Kennington Chronicle – Mark Horseman reported as follows: 
The Kennington Chronicle is now in its 32nd year and continues to provide news from and about various 
aspects of life in and around Kennington.  During the last year we published regular articles from several clubs, 
societies and organisations in the village and special items such as the WI Centenary and Kennington Scouts 
75th Anniversary celebrations.  I am pleased that there is now regular news from the school and WIs, but we 
would welcome other groups to tell the village what is going on in their club, society or village organisation.  
Just remember the policy is news not views.  We also welcome pictures / drawings/ ideas for the front cover 
and have used some during the last year, otherwise you sometimes get my holiday pictures!  Thank you to 
everyone who contributes to the Chronicle, the people who send articles, the advertisers, the artists and 
photographers, the 50 or so deliverers co-ordinated by John Maine and of course Paddy Landau the editor. 
8.6 Kennington Festival Group – Margaret Biggs reported as follows: 
This year has been an up and down year in many ways but we are still going strong and determined to carry 
encourage others to join us.  Numbers fell a bit during the year but have picked up recently and we now have 
38 members.  During the year 6 of them celebrated their 90th birthdays so we had Birthday cake and sherry, or 
schloer for those who preferred it.  During the year we had four lunches, enjoying a variety of meals made by 
the committee members.  We had fish and chips from the Tandem today which was excellent and collected 
from the pub with the help of the manager and staff.  Everyone enjoyed their meal.  We had two mini bus 
outings this year, one to Bicester Avenue.  Unfortunately due to unforeseen circumstances and Colin being on 
holiday we were unable to have more.  However we hope to have an outing in June and maybe another one or 
two later in the year.  Our Easter tea was enjoyed by all and the Straberry Tea raised £60 for Breast Cancer 
Care.  I hope we will do this again this year and maybe invite others to attend as well.  We all enjoyed a 
Garden Party at Mary Bakewell’s, thank you Mary and Bob.  It was a lovely if not windy day.  We had tea and 
cakes.  Had a go at hand bell ringing with Pat Mabbutt our newly appointed Entertainment Secretary and tried 
a few quizzes, and had a raffle.  Members and Mary agreed it would be good to do it again this year.  The Bring 
and Buy sale in November raised over £70 for our funds.  We had a visit from our PCSO who talked with many 
of our members to let them know her role in the community.  We ended 2015 with our usual Christmas tea 
and sang carols along with Joan Rowland on the piano.  Thank you Joan.  We said a sad farewell to Joan Perella 
a founder member and Betty Trinder our Treasurer and member for many years.  May they Rest in Peace.  
Thank you to all those who make these meetings possible.  To the Committee who have seen to the fortnightly 
running of the group, to our band of volunteer drivers who continue to transport 14 of our ladies to and from 
the meeting, to Margaret our tea lady and Alec for bingo calling.  To Peter who does such a lot behind the 
scenes and also makes sure the hall is warm enough for us.  To the caretaker for putting the tables and chairs 
out and John who puts them all away.  We are a very happy friendly lot and would like to see more people join 
us.  Our youngest member is in her 60s and our oldest member Mrs Keep is 101 so please remind your friends 
and acquaintances they don’t have to be lonely or bored all the time. 
8.8 Kennington Good Neighbours – Margaret Biggs reported as follows: 
The Good Neighbours continue to offer transport for those without, to local hospitals and amenities.  We have 
30 volunteer drive4rs on our books but 14 of those are helping one particular person 3 times a week.  The 
others have done 146 journeys between them.  The service is free but if parking is necessary then we ask that 
they pay for this.  The group does not have a blue disabled badge so clients are asked to use theirs where 
necessary.  Our latest volunteers have to complete the Disclosure and Disbarring Service form which we can 
offer for free via the Volunteer Link Up.  At present the committee and 2 others have this.  This year we were 
contacted by Robyn Harris the Community Negotiator, who is based at the Health centre, if we could help by 
visiting people on a purely social basis who she feels would benefit from a regular visitor.  In this instant we 
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could help as we had a new male volunteer who wanted to help in this way after reading our piece in the 
Chronicle.  We thank the Parish Council for their support with the Fresher’s Fayre last year.  It proved to be 
quite successful and well attended.  The Good Neighbours did not get any more volunteers but I understand 
others did.  We would support anyone else who would like to organise another one.  We still need more 
volunteers. 
8.9 Kennington4Fairtrade – Robin Mason reported as follows:  
This past year we:  
(i) renewed and secured Kennington as a village having Fairtrade Status until 07/01/2018; 
(ii) wrote articles for the Chronicle in support of our promotions within and without Kennington; 
(iii) organised a sale of Fairtrade Christmas gifts in November at the Apple Café; 
(iv) organised a ‘Big Breakfast’ within Fairtrade Fortnight; the slogan being ‘Stand up for Farmers, Sit down for 
breakfast’; Around 50 people attended the breakfast. We set up at 8.15, with the whole committee in 
attendance. Brenda Goth kindly set up a stall and sold Fairtrade & Tradecraft products brought from the 
Windmill...a Fairtrade shop in Headington. We provided a breakfast including bread, spreadables, muesli, 
Zaatar/olive oil snack, fruit, tea/coffee/hot chocolate and juice. The continuous flow of families and individuals 
was refreshing. We charged £3 per adult and £2 per child. This event made a profit of £89.32 and we were 
able to give £50 to the Apple Cafe. We are planning another Big Breakfast later in the year in the Apple Cafe. 
 Thanks go to the Parish Council;  the Co-op;  Percol; and Cafe Costa who supported the 2016 Fairtrade 
Fortnight Big Breakfast Event as well as the many organisations and parishioners who regularly seek out and 
use Fairtrade products. 2015-16 was marked by a change of chairman within the steering committee, with 
Robin Mason replacing Remi Preghenella, who is now the Treasurer.  Thanks go to the small committee of 
Remi,  Asma Mustafa (Minutes secretary), Joe Pitt-Francis, Kathryn Baggott and Rosemary Davies. 
 Within 2016-17, K4F plan to carry on contributing to the united Kennington community by organising and 
promoting Fairtrade. 
8.10 Kennington History Society – Brian Andrews gave a report 
8.11 Kennington Methodist Church – Doreen Biggadike reported as follows: 
Our normal services and meetings have continued during the year. M.N.8 a Bible based discussion group, is 
held on the first Monday in the month.  Churches Together afternoon fellowship is held on a Tuesday 
afternoon each month and is also a Bible based meeting with prayers.  These groups are open to all and one 
doesn’t have to belong to a church to attend.  Our Minister Reverend Rosemary Davies, takes an informal 
worship at Edith Court with a small group on a Wednesday afternoon monthly.  We continue to collect for 
Oxford Food Bank and Oxford Homeless Pathways.  We are pleased that our Church hall and rooms are used 
by various groups during the week.  There is a slowdown of Membership in the Methodist Oxford Circuit 
resulting in a decline of members in the congregation in some churches.  This includes ourselves and there are 
only a few members who are able to do any practical duties.  We recently had a Quinquennial Inspection 
which highlighted work needing to be done.  The kitchen floor needs replacing, patio slabs to be re-laid and 
fire doors to be fitted to kitchen and boiler room in the immediate future.  Outside repairs, decoration etc. 
needs to be done within the next year.  We continue to have Ecumenical services with members from St 
Swithun’s and the Catholics-Advent, Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, Women’s World Day of Prayer and 
Good Friday Services.  The Churches Together in Kennington has been renamed ‘Christians Together in 
Kennington’ to include other Christians in the village to join in Ecumenical Services and meetings.  Services at 
Mon Choisey and Kirlena take place at Easter, Harvest and Christmas.  Next year will be the 50th Anniversary of 
our Methodist Church and we hope to invite past ministers to take services during the year as well as hold 
other events. 
8.12 Kennington Scouts, Cubs and Beavers Group – Kit Smith reported as follows: 
Our official name is 40th Oxford Sea Scouts – We are a registered Charity.  Last year the activities that the 
Beavers got involved included: a visit to a fire station; Astrology; whittling and uses of axes; zip wiring; rocket 
building and scuba diving.  For our 75th Birthday we went to Portsmouth.  £8 per month – 2012 Fireworks 
£1000.  We are at present updating our Recognition board as part of one of our project days. Person power – 
Bosons Locker.  16 April 11 June 2 July 17 September 5 November.  Fun, service and life skills. 
8.13 Kennington Strollers – Rosemary Aldgate reported as follows: 
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There were some 25 walks offered meeting weekly between May and September last year.  This year we have 
reduced our walks to twice a month, on the first and third Tuesday of each month, meeting at Playfield Road 
playing field at 2pm.  Between 8 – 10 people turn up each time, ranging in age from between 60 something to 
90 something.  We walk around the field and then stop for tea and a chat.  There are three trained leaders and 
one helper.  These short health walks are for people managing long term health problems as well as mobility 
problems. 
8.14 Kennington Village Hall – Colin Charlett reported as follows: 
2015 has not been one of the better years for the Hall. We have had numerous problems with youths making 
a nuisance and disrupting other users by congregating in the entrance hall. On a couple of occasions this has 
led to damage but fortunately the offenders have been recognised on the CCTV and has led to them being 
visited by the Police and on one occasion the cost of the damage was recovered. The main problem last year 
was the Social Club walking out. Despite repeated assurances that they were not in financial difficulties, the 
quarters rent payable in June was not forthcoming and despite giving them time to pay when the next quarter 
was due they simply closed up, owing the Hall £3500 in unpaid rent. We were then left with having to clear all 
the furniture and rubbish left by them. As the electrics were found to be unsafe we also had to have a 
temporary supply installed. This has left a big hole in the Village Hall finances. Hopefully, once negotiations are 
complete, we will have new occupants before too much longer, who will prove to be better tenants than the 
previous. Also, after over a year of trying, the County Council have finally agreed to a new lease for the library 
and also to a long overdue rent increase. They had been paying the same rent since the Hall opened in the late 
seventies. With a bit of luck, we can look forward to a better year in 2016. 
8.15 Kennington Walkers – Eileen Rodgers reported as follows: 
The Kennington Walkers started 13 years ago as a Health Walk under the auspices of the Heart Foundation 
and the Health service.  As this became more formal we now walk as a purely voluntary group with one of the 
members deciding where to walk.  All walkers realise that they walk at their own risk.  Our walks take us 
anywhere in the village, along the towpath to Sandford or Iffley.  Into Radley Big Wood or St John’s Wood.  
Sometimes we will walk to Oxford along the river and finish up with tea or coffee before getting the bus home.  
We have also taken the bus into Oxford and walked around Christchurch meadows.  We are also hoping to bus 
into Abingdon and walk along the river there.  Our walks are tailored to suit the abilities of the walkers.  We 
have a few walkers who do not want to go one a long walk and while they may start off with us they then go 
their own way.  In addition to the walks, on a Monday we finish at the Tandem for tea or coffee and on 
Thursday we end up at the Apple Café.  We also have w lunches each year one in the summer and a Christmas 
lunch.  We meet on Mondays and Thursdays at 10:00am next to the village hall car park.  Over the years we 
have seen a number of members come and go but we are always ready to welcome new walkers.  On a 
Monday we have between 30 and 40 people walking and on a Thursday an average of 15 to 20.  The age range 
is anywhere from under 60 to over 80.  The number of male walkers is gradually increasing but we would be 
pleased to see more of them. 
8.16 Kennington Patient Participation Group (PPG) – Paddy Landau reported as follows: 
The PPG’s purpose is to help improve the interface and communication between the Health Centre and its 
patients, but it may not handle medical matters or formal complaints.  The PPG has been running for a couple 
of years, but had a slow start. Our first AGM will be on Monday at 6:00 p.m. in St Swithun’s Church (not the 
hall).  The PPG is organising a complete refurbishment of Ned, the rocking horse, which has been made 
possible by generous contributions from the Women’s Institute, the Parish Council, and two anonymous 
donors.  We intend to hold semi-regular health talks. Our first, Diet & Nutrition by local expert Megan Ronan, 
will be Tuesday 26th April, 6:30 p.m. sharp, in the Methodist Church Hall. 
8.17 St Swithun’s Church – Gerry Bowen-Thomas reported as follows: 
St Swithun’s is now a part of the United Benefice of Kennington Radley and Sunningwell. This year the team 
had various changes:  Pam McKellen remains Vicar, Glynis Beckett is now officially a self-supporting Associate 
Minister and we were pleased to welcome Alison Mathew as part time Associate Minister to join the clergy 
team across the benefice. Alison and her husband Malcolm are now living in the Kennington Vicarage.  The 
Rev Tony Rogerson is also a valued member of the team. Peter Stanway and Tony Johnson a retired priest 
continues to assist in many ways and we would like to express our thanks to them for their help over many 
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years. We continue to have our main service at 9.30 on a Sunday morning and fortnightly services at 6.30 in 
the evening. Sometimes we travel to Sunningwell or Radley for joint services.  Village schools act out Bible 
stories.  Members of the benefice churches visit the three village schools fortnightly to act out bible stories at 
the assemblies. These are much appreciated by children and staff.  Messy Church continues on the third 
Sunday of the month. A growing number of families are enjoying breakfast together and the informal 
structure of worship that morning. There are two Home groups that meet fortnightly and the details of all 
these activities are given on the Church website.  We have gutters around the Hall at last and with the other 
work to prevent the damp in the Hall we have been able to go ahead with decorating which is taking place this 
week.  The plans for a kitchen in the Church and glass doors in the Church and Hall have still to be approved by 
the diesis, but hopefully these projects will be completed by next year. Please remember that the church is 
open in the day and anyone is welcome to come in and spend some quiet time there and to leave any 
requests for prayer in our Prayer Corner.  The grounds are also open do come in and enjoy the gardens and 
the open space. 
 
Written Reports were received from the following organisations. It was decided that these would not be read 
out but were available for any parishioner to read them.  
Parish Path Warden  
Trefoil Guild 
Kennington Link WI 
Kennington and District United Church Choirs 
Kennington Horticultural Society 
Kennington Playing Fields Association 
 
The Chairman reported to the meeting that our local PCSO Claire Chavagnon received an award from the Chief 
Constable for her work in talking someone down from committing suicide.  
 
9. Suggestions/Comments from Parishioners 
Road repairs to the north end of Kennington is desperately needed. 
On road parking along Kennington Road is getting worse.  
 
Mark Horseman thanked the Council for its work throughout the year. 
 
Meeting Closed –  8:44pm        
 
Signed ..........................................................................   Date ............................... 


