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KENNINGTON                                       Minutes of the Meeting held on 

PARISH COUNCIL Thursday 12 January 2012 at 7.30 pm 

OXFORDSHIRE                                in Kennington Village Centre 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Cllr. Biggs in the chair 

Present:  
Cllr. Baggott 

Cllr. Charlett 

Cllr. Cobb  

Cllr. Ellis  

Cllr. Feather  

Cllr. Gelder 

Cllr. Jennings 

Cllr. Johnston  

Cllr. Landau 

Cllr. Mansfield 

Cllr. Mason 

Cllr. Patterson 

Cllr. Mrs Rodgers 

 

In Attendance: Mrs Denise Cattell acting as minute secretary. 

 

4224. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 

There were no items raised. 

 

4225. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
Pam Johnston (the Clerk) sent her apologies as she was unwell.  County Councillor 

Arash Fatemian sent his apologies. 

 

4226. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Cllr. Johnston declared a personal and prejudicial interest in item 17. 

 

4227. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

Minutes of the meeting on 8
th

 December 2011 were agreed and signed with minor 

amendments.  

 

4228. INTRODUCTION OF NEW FOOTPATH WARDEN 

Jim Parke is a member of the Ramblers Association and the Oxford Fieldpaths 

Society.   His full report had already been sent to all Councillors and an explanatory 

map was passed around and displayed on the wall.  He explained that the upkeep of 

any public right of way is the responsibility of Oxfordshire County Council and any 

defects should be reported to them.  Stiles on other paths are the responsibility of the 

landowners and broken ones should be replaced by gates.  Bridge damage should be 

reported to the County Council for repair.  

Mr Parke went over the main points covered in his report and agreed to prepare a 

report of any necessary remedial work which can then be sent to relevant landowners 

and the County Council.   

Mr Parke was thanked for his very thorough survey. 

 

4229. SEARCH FOR REPLACEMENT CLERK 

Six applications have been received.  The selection committee, Cllr. Biggs, Cllr. 

Charlett and Cllr. Mrs Rodgers, has met and agreed to interview the best four 

applicants on Wednesday 25
th

 January at the Village Hall.  
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4230. REPORT OF THE CLERK   

A. Freedom Scroll – The Clerk has received an email from Shaw’s. The standard 2a 

style electronic scroll would cost £200 plus VAT and if it was framed it would be 

an extra £60 plus VAT. There is a problem with the Parish Council logo as there 

is no original artwork or electronic coloured version. Shaw’s can redraw the crest 

at a cost of £25 plus VAT. If a portfolio style of presentation was required this 

would cost £300 plus VAT and the cost of redrawing the logo and the cost of 

backing. It was decided to purchase an A4 framed (not portfolio) scroll to include 

the Village Crest.  Proposed by Cllr. Charlett seconded by Cllr. Mansfield and 

voted unanimously. The crest will be required in electronic form and Cllr. Landau 

offered to help convert the existing file to one which is more useful for 

reproduction. ACTION Clerk and Cllr. Landau 

B. Trevor Cowlett- The members of the Parish Council were delighted to hear that 

Trevor was mentioned in the New Year’s Honours List and was awarded an MBE 

for his charitable work and his involvement with music and choirs. Cllr. Patterson 

proposed that the Parish Council should send a letter of congratulations.  

Seconded by Cllr. Mrs Rodgers and voted unanimously. ACTION Clerk 

C. Replacement Footbridge over Railway-The new bridge is in place and the 

Chairman is arranging to have a site meeting with Network Rail as there are a 

number of issues to be cleared up in Cow Lane.  Cllr. Biggs has also emailed his 

contact at Network Rail to arrange for snagging list to be agreed once job is 

complete.  Cllr. Charlett also reported that there will need to be additional ballast 

on the site to repair the damage.  Cllr. Johnston had also visited the site and 

noticed that the Sustrans track had also been covered in mud.  The Chairman 

suggested that Network Rail should be allowed to finish their work first, then any 

making good required can be organised with the appropriate group. ACTION 

Chairman 

D. Salt Bins-The three new salt bins are now in place in Upper Road, Bagley Wood 

Road and Meadow View Road/Poplar Road junction.  

E. Post Boxes-There are six post boxes in the village. All but one of them needs to 

be repainted. It would be useful if the Clerk could have a photograph of the boxes 

and their post code identifier. Cllr. Jennings agreed to visit each box (except the 

new box in The Avenue) and take a photograph to forward to the Clerk. ACTION 

Cllr. Jennings 

F. Notice Boards- The refurbishment of the notice boards is still outstanding. The 

Amenities Committee needs to meet to consider any estimates for the work from 

local contractors. The Amenities Committee agreed to meet on Tuesday 24 

January at 7 p.m. in the Village Hall. 

G. Bollards on verge opposite War Memorial - This item is still outstanding. It 

may be another matter to be discussed by the Amenities Committee. See date in 

Item F. 

H. ROSPA report for Forest Side and The Links - Mick Hutton, the Play Area 

Warden, has done much of the work highlighted in the report. He has reported that 

there needs to be some more wood chippings and sand ordered in the spring for 

the two play areas.  The ordering will be left for the new clerk to organise. 

I. Litter Bin for BMX track-The Clerk has had a quotation for a new litter bin. The 

cost is £375 for a Broxap Derby Hybrid Litter Bin in Green and a resin plinth. 
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This includes delivery but not installation. Cllr. Charlett proposed we order the bin 

as per the quote, seconded by Cllr. Mansfield voted unanimously. ACTION Clerk 

J. Overhanging hedge by Cemetery-This was cut by Berinsfield Community 

Business on 5
th

 January. The resident who reported it has thanked the Parish 

Council for arranging to have the work done.  

K. Kennington Pool- The following report was sent from the leader of the 

Conservation Volunteers Chris Skepper following the work on Sunday 8
th

 

January. “They had a good day with a turnout of at least 24 volunteers and were 

on site until it was getting dark. They coppiced a good proportion of the stands on 

the southern end of the site.  There were a lot of branches overhanging the pond 

but they managed to make a good start on this work at the southern end.  They cut 

more of the willows than the hawthorn, as instructed by BBOWT.  The otter holt 

was completed at the far end of the site.  They have tried to make this completely 

inaccessible to people and dogs under a big pile of brash.  They had to leave quite 

a lot of cut brash in unsightly big piles as they ran out of time.  The brash does not 

have a huge amount of ecological value, so it could be chipped or burned if there 

were complaints. They want to know if they would like them to come back in the 

summer.  They could repair the dipping platforms, cut more overhanging branches 

and even build another otter holt near the same spot.  After that, it might only 

require one good session a year to keep it under control.”Cllr. Gelder agreed to 

provide a report for the Chronicle.  The Parish Council will contact the 

Conservation Volunteers to ask them to return in the summer. ACTION Cllr. 

Gelder and Clerk 

L. Forest Side Rent- Savills has sent a letter saying there can be no alteration to the 

rent they have suggested of £1,500 per year. They would like the Parish Council 

to agree to this increase as it needs to be back dated.  Cllr. Landau proposed that 

the new rent offer is accepted, seconded by Cllr. Gelder voted unanimously. 

ACTION Clerk and Chairman 

M. Queen’s Diamond Jubilee-Following the first meeting about the celebrations, 

there needs to be another one to get a team together to take the planning forward 

now that the funding has been agreed. The Clerk will also re issue her article for 

the Chronicle on how to obtain a street closure for those who want to organise 

their own celebrations.  Cllr. Biggs will advertise a date for the next meeting to 

form a “Team” before the next Council meeting.  ACTION Clerk and Chairman 

N. Area Stewardship Fund –The Clerk to South Hinksey Parish Council has 

contacted the Clerk as he had heard that Kennington was thinking of making an 

application to the Area Stewardship Fund for a Speed Indicator Device (SID). He 

said that South Hinksey was also thinking of putting in a bid for a SID for a 

stretch along Hinksey Hill. He considered that it may be sensible for both councils 

to share one SID.   Cllr. Charlett and Cllr. Landau were more interested in looking 

at the cost of a permanent sign.  After discussion it was decided to continue to 

investigate a permanent sign and also to contact the Clerk to South Hinksey Parish 

Council to apply jointly for the SID.  Proposed by Cllr Gelder Seconded Cllr 

Charlett voted unanimously. ACTION Chairman 
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4231. CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID 

 

Request for Grant Aid 

A. Relate-A letter has been received (copy enclosed) requesting a grant towards their 

work with couples and families. Cllr. Johnston proposed that we agree the request, 

seconded by Cllr. Gelder, voted 10 in favour 2 against. Cllr. Johnson proposed 

grant of £25, seconded by Cllr. Gelder, voted 10 in favour 2 against. 

 

For information   

B. Friends of Kennington Library- Thank you letter for grant aid.  

C. CPRE- Copy of newsletter Field Work and handbook Planning Explained.  

D. Clerks & Councils Direct-Copy of their magazine. 

E. ROSPA- Copy of their price list and order form for the annual inspection of the 

play areas.  

F. Brochures and other commercial mailings- Dynamic Fireworks, George 

Browns.   

 

Brochures etc- Greenscythe-company offering grass cutting services. 

SLCC- Copy of the Clerk magazine and details of training courses and conferences.  

 

 

4232. FINANCIAL REPORT      

 

Statement of Bank Accounts as at 31
st
 December 2011 

Community Account                                                                                          £500.00 

Business Premium Account.                                                                             £41,247.87 

Earmarked Funds Account £21,572.21 

National Savings Investment Account                              £7,957.85 

Sub total £71,277.93 

Less outstanding cheques -£15,558.50 

Total £55,719.43 

Charity Land B.P.A.                                                                                             £331.69 

 

Direct Debit 
Virgin Media 

Telephone and Internet –January 

£42.62 

 

Accounts to be paid in January 
Cheque No. 

105… 

   Power to Act 

 

546 Mrs P Johnston 

Clerk’s Expenses for December 

£118.33 LGA 1972 

547 Mrs P Johnston 

Salary for December less tax 

£992.22 LGA 1972 

548 Mr A Pope 

Village Warden’s wages for January less tax 4 

weeks @ £53.90  per week 

£172.80 LGA 1972 

549 Mr M Hutton 

Play Warden’s wages for January less tax 

4 weeks @ 23.10 per week 

£74.00 LGA 1972 

550 Mrs D Cattell 

Locum salary January 8  hours @ £11 per hour 

less tax 

£70.40 LGA 1972 
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551 HM Revenue and Customs 

Tax and Employer NI 

£416.89 LGA 1972 

552 Abingdon and District CAB 

Grant Aid 

£425.00 LGA 1972 

553 OPFA 

Annual membership 

£45.00 S137 LGA 1972 

554 River Thames Society 

Annual membership 

£15.00 S137 LGA 1972 

555 Kennington Village Hall 

Hire of rooms December and January 

£114.70 LGA 1972 

556 P Biggs 

Chairman’s Quarterly Allowance 

£123.50 LGA 1972 

557 Kennington Village Hall 

Transfer of treasury stock interest 

£330.00  

558 Euroffice 

Paper and toner cartridge 

£48.81 LGA 1972 

559 R T Johnston 

Postage 

£21.16 LGA 1972 

560 Berinsfield Community Business 

Trimming hedge from Poplar Grove to 

Sandford Lane 

£90.00 LGA 1972 

 

Playing Fields Account 
Cheque No. 

105… 

   Power to Act 

 

561 Maylarch Recycling Ltd. 

Emptying of waste bins 

£104.40 LG (Misc Prov) Act 

1976 

  

Financial Report proposed by Cllr. Mrs Rodgers, seconded by Cllr. Baggott voted 

unanimously. 

 

4233. MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE 

To note the planning committee minutes held on 6
th

 December 2011 and the 

agreement of the members of the planning committee to no objections to application 

11/02717/FUL 4 Kennington Road for a proposed dropped kerb.  

 

4234. TO AGREE A TREE POLICY 

Cllr. Biggs read out the document he prepared in consultation with Cllr. Mansfield 

and Cllr. Mason. Acceptance of the new policy, proposed by Cllr. Mansfield, 

seconded by Cllr. Biggs, voted unanimously. 

  

4235. REPORTS OF MEMBERS ON OUTSIDE BODIES 

Saturday Office - Cllr. Patterson reported on the Saturday Office on 7 January 

he had two visitors: 

1) asking about public visits to Verdant and Biffa sites – he advised them. 

2) reporting verge damage in Edward Road. ACTION Clerk 

Village Hall – Cllr. Charlett reported that the noise limiter has been fitted.  An 

appointment for setting up with the neighbour, the officers from the Vale and 

members of the Village Hall Management Committee was cancelled by the neighbour 

so a new date needs to be arranged. 

Fair Trade – Cllr. Mason reported that the Village fair trade status has been renewed 

until 29/9/14. 

St Swithun’s School – Cllr. Cobb reported that an advert has been placed for a new 
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Headteacher.  4 applications have been received, interviews to be held in February. 

 

4236. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS  

Cllr. Charlett expressed his disgust at the continued damage to the trees at Red 

Bridge Hollow.  He also reported that the fly tipping at the site has started again.   

Cllr. Biggs reported that he has seen asbestos waste at the edge of the site.   

Cllr. Johnston has also had numerous reports that rubbish is being around the area.  

Cllr. Biggs reported the street lights on Red Bridge are still not working.  ACTION 

Cllr. Biggs to report both items to Oxfordshire County Councillor, Arash Fatemian.   

Cllr. Baggott reported a complaint he has received from a resident of Poplar Grove re 

a car parked on the grass verge.  He passed on the Arash’s email address. 

Cllr. Landau asked if there should be an article in the Chronicle about Ted Perkins.  

It was agreed this should happen once a date for the presentation has been arranged. 

He also reported that the residents of Colley Wood would like to buy their own salt 

bin.  He was advised that they could site a bin on the land owned by JA Pye, but it 

would not be filled by the County. 

Cllr. Johnston advised that the poor state of The Avenue between Ross Court and St 

Swithun’s School has been reported. 

Cllr. Ellis reported that the dog bins at Playfield Road Recreation Ground are both 

full to overflowing.  ACTION Clerk 

He also reported the verge in St Swithuns Road outside nos.1-5 is being badly 

damaged. ACTION Clerk – write to Mr Clarkson, Apex Construction 

Cllr. Mason has done some research into dynamic village signs.  The LED signs cost 

£599 per year and he asked fellow councillors to look at the website: 

http://www.ledbillboards.co.uk/ 

Cllr. Patterson asked about the progress re the Olympic torch passing through the 

village.  The Acting Clerk advised that she had emailed Oxford City Council and sent 

a request to the Olympic website.  Cllr. Bob Price, on behalf of the City Council, 

replied that they had no details of the route once it left the city. No reply from 

website.  Cllr. Patterson suggested emailing the local MP, Nicola Blackwood.  

ACTION Clerk 

 

4237. REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR – no report 

 

4238. REPORT OF THE DISTRICT COUNCILLORS   
Cllr Patterson updated the council on the progress of the Vale Core Strategy.  

 

4239. ANY MATTERS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION 

Cllr. Charlett has been advised that the owner of the land by Sandford Lane Industrial 

Estate has been telling others that he is going to develop this land.  Cllr. Johnston 

advised that this land falls within Radley Parish and is within the green belt, outside 

the development boundary.  Only development allowed is stables and associated hard 

standing will be allowed. 

 

4240. CONFIDENTIAL ITEM - Cllr. Johnston left the room 

The Clerk’s gratuity.  The Chairman explained the history behind the fund and 

recent changes in legislation.  There is currently £4632 in the fund.  The Chairman 

read out the letter from Peter Lacey, National Association of Local Councils.  This 

letter explained that we are permitted to pay the Mrs Johnston £1881.59 as a gratuity.  

It was proposed by Cllr. Mansfield, seconded by Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers and voted 

unanimously to do this. 

 

http://www.ledbillboards.co.uk/
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Kennington Parish Council resolves to pay a bonus of £2750.41 to the Clerk, Mrs 

Pamela Johnston, in recognition of the extra work undertaken by her during her recent 

ill health. This resolution sets no precedent in future payments to any employee of 

Kennington Parish Council. Proposed Cllr Charlett - Seconded Cllr Feather - carried 

unanimously        

 

 

Meeting Closed – 8.50pm   

 

 

 

 

Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


