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Cllr. Biggs (chair) 
Present:  
Cllr. Baggott  Cllr.Charlett  Cllr. Cobb Cllr. Ellis Cllr. Gelder  
Cllr. Johnston   Cllr. Landau  Cllr. Mansfield Cllr. Mason Cllr. Patterson 
 
In Attendance: Anne Feather (Clerk) and Jane Dymock (Radley Parish Clerk) 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
1.1 Cllr. Feather, Cllr. Jennings, Cllr. Mrs Rodgers and County Councillor Fatemain 
 
2. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
None 
 
3. DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS 
None 
 
4. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
4.1 Minutes of the meeting on 14 March 2013 were agreed and signed.  
 
5. REPORT OF THE CLERK   

New issues during month 

I Vice Chairman and the Clerk attended a Playground Inspection course on 2 
March.  Vice Chairman reported back to Councillors that it was a very thorough 
course at Carterton, using the nearby play area for inspection purposes. 

II Reported potholes outside St Swithun’s Church (Ref: 555014) and on 
roundabout at the bottom of Bagley Wood Road (Ref:555017) Safety Officer is to 
inspect both reports 

III Residents who walk their dogs in Forest Side have asked if the Parish Council 
could put a wooden bench at the top of Forest Side. 

IV     ACTION ON CLERK – Get prices  
  
V Resident of Simpson’s Way contacted Clerk on behalf of some 18 houses in 

Simpson’s way requesting a ‘Please DRIVE Carefully – Children playing’ sign be 
erected due to the speed of traffic going to and from the new housing at the end 
of Simpson’s Way. 

VI    ACTION ON CLERK – Contact Oxfordshire Highways 
VII   ACTION ON CLERK – Report back to resident 
 
VIII Resident concerned about the amount of litter along the Thames, requested 

following suggestions be put before Council :- 
1. A joint enterprise with Kennington Parish Council and Sandford Parish Council 
to address the problem in that direction. 
2. A similar project with Oxford City Council to address the problem between 
Kennington and Oxford. 
3. A proposal to enforce responsibility for litter collection around the fishing 
platforms upon the relevant Angling Society that holds the licence. 
4. An approach to Oxford Probation Service to provide labour from those ordered 
by the Oxford Court to do penance in the form of community service. 
5. It will not have escaped your attention that the level of litter in Kennington itself 
is escalating and is a further problem that needs to be addressed - by all of us. 

IX     ACTION ON CLERK – Respond to resident thanking them for picking litter up and 
explain that Council is looking into some suggestions. 
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X     ACTION ON CLERK – Contact Oxford Probation Service asking if it is possible to 
provide a work force. 
XI    ACTION ON CLERK – Include the issue of litter in next edition of the Chronicle 
  
XII Resident of Forest Side reported five big bags of builders rubbish dumped on the 

Forest Side Playing Field car park.  Clerk reported to Environmental warden who 
investigated but could find no evidence as to where it had come from.  Arranged 
for Biffa to remove. 

XIII     ACTION ON CLLR JOHNSTON – Taking the issue of locking the wheelie bin tops to 
the Playing Fields Association meeting next week. 
  
XIV Saturday office with Cllrs Patterson, Mason and Gelder. 

1.  Resident complained about neighbour, who has been working on 
extension, has skip permanently outside house being full with 
replacement skips being delivered.  Cllr. Patterson has reported this to 
the Planning Enforcement Officer 

2. Resident spoke about Kennington Library’s plans for refurbishment of the 
library. 

XV Resident contacted Clerk regarding full dog bin in Sandford Lane, reported same 
day. 

XVI Resident reported a broken manhole at the beginning of Playfield Road, coming 
off The Avenue – just beyond the flats (Report No 560649) 

X E-mail received from resident requesting an update on action being taken with 
regard to the state of Kennington Road – replied explaining situation and 
suggesting she contact Highways direct for additional support. 

  

Existing issues requiring comment or action from Parish Council 

I 22 Oxford Volunteers spent another day at Kennington Pools carrying out 
maintenance work and improving this wildlife area. No volunteers from the village 
this time but there were enough.  They removed lots of willows that were 
overhanging over the water or had collapsed.  They removed a few sycamores 
but didn’t touch the hawthorn, alder or ash on the banks.  They pollarded several 
willow just above head-height so they will be easy to re-pollard in future. However, 
some of the willows were too big for them to pollard and suggest they would have 
to be done professionally.  They asked whether the Council would consider 
getting one or two done in future years.   
Cllr. Johnson proposed, seconded by Cllr Charlett, that an amount is put into next 
year’s budget for this to be carried out which was agreed to unanimously. 

II      ACTION ON CLERK – Send thank you to Oxford Volunteers for their work, confirm 
that Summer visit is still OK and mention Vale of White Horse grants 
III     ACTION ON CLERK – Get a quote for pollarding the large willows.  
IV     ACTION ON CLERK – Remember to add it onto 2014/15 draft Budget 
  

Continuing issues 

I Wrote to resident regarding the state of Bagley Close and passed on Vale of 
White Horse District Council’s Environmental officer’s telephone number. 

II Thanks to Cllr Landau for working on the on-line back system from SpiderOak, 
resulting in storage space being decreased so no need for any upgrade.  

III Received following reports from Village Warden: 
1. Manhole outside village hall is getting worse – vehicles directly hitting 

manhole (Ref Nos 555970 and 556311).  his repair has been upgraded to 
a Section 28 (meaning it will need to be raised and re-settled).  Is on the 
programme to be carried out. Reported again - now very dangerous to 
cycles, cars and any person using road’ – e-mailed highways this report 

2. Reported more than 37 potholes between Ross Court and St Swithun’s 
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School 
3. Manhole cover has come off outside 218 Kennington Road (Ref No 

557319) Also reported by Warden – work completed 
4. 2 large pothole by the Manor Grove bus stop (Oxford side) (Ref No 

559242) 
5. Network rail rang him to say that Oxfordshire County Council has taken 

back the responsibility of Red Bridge. Clerk e-mailed Oxfordshire County 
Council – was informed that it had not taken over responsibility and David 
Cookson was going to contact Network Rail – will keep Council posted 

6. Reported to Network Rail dangerous post and root ball just before Railway 
Bridge near the Tandem (Ref No 3444098) 

7. Potholes marked up along road are being filled (as of 4.3.13) 
IV Prepared plans showing three various options regarding village boundary 

changes for Council to comment and agree upon, for lodging with the Vale of 
White Horse District Council as part of the Community Governance Review. Met 
with Radley Parish Councillors for them to give Radley’s views on the options 
before any decision is made. 
Cllr. Patterson proposed, seconded by Cllr Cobb, that Option 1 be submitted (i.e. 
To move Sandford Lane Industrial Estate into the Parish along with the remainder 
of Sandford Lane down to and including the car park at the end. Also to join a 
resident’s garden with his house opposite Sandford Lane on the Kennington 
Road.) this was agreed by majority with two abstentions.  

V     ACTION ON CLERK – Lodge suggested change in Kennington Parish Boundary with 
the Vale of White Horse District Council 
VI Contacted Pye Homes asking them to confirm any tree surveys recently carried 

out on the trees at the Amenity area in Colley Wood and informing Pyes that there 
was no maintenance works needed as far as the Council has been made aware 
of.  Berinsfield Community Business are to bill the Parish Council separately for 
the general garden maintenance carried out, to give the Council an opportunity to 
send bills to Pye Homes  for payment. 

VII The Oxford Bus Company forwarded an article for March’s issue of the Chronicle.  
Issues with the real time displays should be decreasing considerably now that 
problems have been sorted. 

VII Clerk explained via The Chronicle that Council had been asked that residents 
direct their Health Centre complaints directly to the Health Centre. 

VIII Contacted Oxfordshire County Council asking if they are going to cut the verge 
beyond the flyover bridge this coming season.  

IX Contacted the Oxfordshire County Council arboriculturist, informing him of the 
dead tree in Fairways alley.  Also to ask type of replacement tree being planted 
outside 27 The Avenue, suggesting a small leaved Lime Tilia Cordata be planted.   
Sent further e-mail regarding concerns from local resident as the mount of wood 
chippings left there as a convenient toilet for cats and dogs.  On final decision has 
been made on type of tree but it will be planted very close to the original one.  The 
wood chippings will be removed. Council agreed that the tree that should be 
planted should be a small leaved lime (Tila Cordata). 

X Clerk Contacted Julian Kent asking for invoice with regard to considering the 
documentation of dedication regarding Playfield Road playing field.  Also let her 
know that Darbys were OK about the plan recently sent to them – Lease should 
go through quickly now. 

XI ACTION ON CLERK – remind Julia again 
 

XII Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Clerk met Area Manager (Greene King) regarding 
the Tandem’s lean-to alongside the public footpath, after checking situation with 
the Planning department of the Vale of White Horse District Council.  Area 
Manager agreed to erect some form of guttering whilst not accepting any liability 
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as regards to the state of the footpath.   
XIII     ACTION ON CLERK – Contact Area Manager to enquire when work is planned 
to be carried out. 
 
XIV Commented on the ‘changes to the housing allocations policy’ – suggesting that 

some appeals mechanism should be put in place with regard to item 6 of main 
changes. 

XV Sent comments regarding Permitted Development Rights to Leader of Vale of 
White Horse District Council. Received response from Cllr Matthew Barber. 

XVI Contacted Oxfordshire County Council Highways asking what are the plans and 
timescales regarding Oxford Road, Kennington closure. A geotechnical engineer 
is looking at what the issues are and what the fix is going to be – once this has 
been determined they will inform us and update their webpage.   
Contacted Laura Hutchings (Area Steward) who’s understanding was that work 
was to be carried out in 12 months’ time (2014/15) and would take some 18 
months to complete.  However she has heard that this is being brought forward – 
all depends on what can be done to stabilise it. 

XVII Informed successful and unsuccessful contractors about this season’s grass 
cutting contract. 

XVIII Met with Berinsfield Community Services to agree programme of grass cutting 
and maintenance work for the coming season.  

XIX Reported two sunken boats by the steps opposite Rose Island, Kennington as a 
hazard and danger to youngsters as soon as the water subsides. (Environment 
Agency) 

XX Cllrs Gelder and Charlett taken photos of Sandford Lane overgrown vegetation 
which was forwarded to Lex MacFarlane to describe what works would benefit the 
Lane. Request from Highways for photos of the hedge along The Avenue also be 
sent in, as this will held with preparing a quote. 

XXI Spoke with James Dance of Oxfordshire Highways with regard to the 
reclassification of roads and also the state of the main road through the village. 
The main road through Kennington has recently been reviewed and has been 
classified as a 7.  However, when maintenance works are being scored this 
classification is a small part of the overall scoring as additional factors are taken 
into account such as the condition of the road and footpath, is the road on a Bus 
route, School, Church, volume of  traffic, cyclists .  This gives it the prioritization. 
James Dance and Vanessa Buckley (Area Technician) spent a few days walking 
through Kennington scoring as above and determined it’s priority for works. 
Sections in order of priority 

1. St Swithun’s Road to Kennington Road (including the footpath) scored 
high and is in the capital programme for 2014/15.  This has been agreed 
by Cabinet. 

2. 110 Kennington Road to The Avenue – this just missed out on the scoring 
as although it was high it was not high enough for 2014/15 but should be 
programmed in for 2015/16 

3. Sandford Lane to St Swithun’s Road 
4. Upper Road to Kenville Road 

It is far more cost effective if they could have carried out sections 1 and 2 together 
and they did submit a combined project to Cabinet to carry this out as a major 
works project, but Cabinet refused as there is no money for any major works. 
He has arranged for the usual 1/4ly inspection be increased to a monthly 
inspection until the Oxford Road is reopened with big pot holes being filled for the 
time being. 

XXII     ACTION ON CLERK – Arrange an urgent meeting with Cllr Rose and Area Steward 
as Kennington is not happy.  Also request a traffic count/survey, as mindful of the St 
Swithun’s traffic count due to Oxford Road closure. 
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XXIII Contacted residents of Bagley Wood Road, who reported verge collapsing near to 

the junction of Oxford Road to confirm this work was completed before the end of 
2012. 

XXIV Contacted Margaret Vaughan regarding the Sustainable Communities Act 
explaining that this would be discussed at the next full council meeting. 

XXV Received response regarding the Bus of Us  
Need to contact John Pengelly from the council’s Integrated Transport Unit as 
there are restrictions around which groups can use a schools minibus (e.g. adult 
sports groups), mainly due to the council’s motor insurance policy.  Been given 
information to read with suggestion to speak with Mr Pengelly for any clarification.  
The Festival Group have been authorised to use the bus. 

XXVI     ACTION ON CLERK – Clarify situation and report at next meeting 
 
XXVII Chairman contacted Local Garden Centre in readiness for this coming season’s 

flower baskets.  They are happy to support this again.  £300 is budgeted for this 
season.  Cllr Johnston proposed, seconded by Cllr. Charlett that this is increased 
to £500 which was agreed unanimously. 

XXVIII   ACTION ON CHAIRMAN – To knock on doors asking for volunteers to water the 
flower baskets outside Hardimans.  If no-one comes forward baskets will need to be moved.   
 
XXX Chairman contacted a few residents in Bagley Close regarding rubbish being 

tipped over back gardens, causing a problem – residents were unaware of any 
such issue.  Clerk noticed earlier this week that the wood backing onto Bagley 
Close has been cleared of shrubs and ‘rubbish’ leaving a clear channel. 

  
6.       CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID 

Requests for grants 

I E-mail received from Kennington Playgroup enquiring about how to request a grant 
from the Parish Council.  It would like funding to carry out  

 Essential works on the old school building by replacing the single glazed 
windows. 

 Replace the old doors of the building and install a controlled entry door to 
increase safety 

 Replace the old and damaged safety flooring in the outside play area 

 Re-furbish the community room with new cupboards 
Requested audited accounts together with three estimates for each project, before 
this can be put before Council. 

 

Correspondence for Discussion 

I Students from Oxford University are working with ORCC Trading Ltd (OTL) on a 
consultancy project.  They are exploring the interest in a potential commodity bulk 
buying scheme or provision of various services by OTL.  Would like Council to fill in 
survey 

II     ACTION ON CLERK – Complete survey 
 
III Campaign to Protect Rural England 2014 subscription – last year membership 

was £29 (2.42 per month) this year they are suggesting £36 (£3 per month) 
Cllr Biggs proposed, seconded by Cllr. Charlett that this is increased to £36 which 
was agreed unanimously. 

IV South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils Leisure 
Department asking Parish Council to carry out survey with regard to Kennington’s 
sport and leisure activities 

V     ACTION ON CLERK - forward to Playing field Association for their completion 
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IV Received details of the Public Consultation regarding the Vale Local Plan 2029 – 

Part One.  Consultation closes 9 May 2013 as well as hard copy of the Local Plan 
(Part 1) - e-mailed all councillors asking if they would like to see hard copy. 
As part of the consultation process South and Vale District Councils would like to 
invite a representative from the Parish Council to a stakeholder consultation event in 
the evening of 19 March at Williams F1 Conference Centre, Grove.   

V Environment Agency – has asked if Parish could include an article in the Chronicle 
with regard to volunteer opportunities at Thames Locks between May and 
September. 

VI     ACTION ON CLERK – Forward to Paddy for inclusion into the Chronicle  
 
VI 2013 Community Policing Awards. Council decided not to nominate anyone. 

 

Correspondence for Information 

I The Spinal Injuries Association (SIA) advertising charity event 
II Charity Event – Quiz Night at Kennington Village Centre raising money for the 

Cardiology Education and Research Fund at the Freeman Hospital, Newcastle upon 
Tyne 

III Waste Collection Alert – if you have an iphone or android smartphone, it is 
suggested you switch to their free app Binfo: www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/binfo 

IV Letter thanking Council for £25 grant from ENRYCH 
V Letter thanking Council for £425 grant from Abingdon & District Citizens Advice 

Bureau  
VI H M Revenue and Customs regarding information of Real time PAYE starting April  
VII South and Vale District Councils advertising Voluntary and Community Sector 

forum on 14 March 
VIII Outstanding invoice reminder letter from Oxford Said Business School – replied as 

paid 
IX Oxfordshire Dial a Ride posters received – put on noticeboard in Village Centre 
X Adoption statement from Oxford City Council with regard to its Sites and Housing 

Plan. 
XI E-mail from South Oxfordshire District Council inform clerk of contact when 

dealing with the Code of Conduct and registers of Interest 
XII Easter Holiday Activity Programme from Vale of White Horse and South 

Oxfordshire District Councils  
XIII Carers Oxfordshire – February update 
XIV Provision of rural services – research being carried out for Defra 
XV Report from the Vale of White Horse District Council 2012 Town and Parish 

Forum of last November 
XVI Audit Briefing 2013 from BDO 
XVII Vale of White Horse District Council Budget update for parishes 

 

Advertising correspondence 

Can be found on table at the back of the room 
 
7. FINANCIAL REPORT 
Statement of Bank Accounts as at 28 February 2013 

Community Account                                                                                          £500.00 

Business Premium Account                                                                           31724.45 

Earmarked Funds Account £21582.97 

National Savings Investment Account                              £8016.68 

Sub total 61824.10 

Less outstanding cheques 465.00 

http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/binfo
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Total 61359.10 

Charity Land B.P.A.                                                                                             9.47 

 
Payment received 

National Savings Investment Account 
Annual interest 

£42.91 

Transfer from Charity Land BPA 
Transfer of Dividend payment for Village Hall Committee  
(paid in December cheque No.105839) 

£320.00 

 
Accounts already paid in March 

 
Accounts to be paid in March 

Cheque No. 
105… 

   Power to Act 
 

873 Southern Electric 
Electric bill for Playfield Road playing field 

£19.78 LG (Misc Prov) 
Act 1976 

874 Southern Electric 
Electric bill for the War Memorial 

£41.85 War Memorials 
(LA’s Powers) 
Act 1923 

Cheque No. 
105… 

   Power to Act 
 

875 Kennington Village Hall 
Hire of rooms March 

£49.90 LGA 1972 

877 Mrs A Feather 
Salary for February (plus extra hrs)  
less tax and NI 

£1019.27 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

878 Mrs A Feather 
Clerk’s expenses for February 

£128.33 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

879 Mr A Pope - Village Warden’s wages for 
March less tax 5 wks @ £56.00 per wk 

£226.00 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

880 Mr M Hutton - Play Warden’s wages for 
March less tax 5 wks @ £24.00 per wk 

£96.00 LG (Misc Prov) 
Act 1976 

881 HM Revenue and Customs 
Tax and Employer NI 

£324.75 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

882 Mr P Biggs 
Chairman’s quarterly allowance x 2 

£247.00 Section 111 
LGA 1972 

883 Oxfordshire Playbus 
Grant agreed at February’s meeting 

£25.00 Section 137 
LGA 1972 

884 Oxfordshire Rural Community Council 
(ORCC) – 2013-14 subscriptions 

£65.00 Section 137 
LGA 1972 

885 Oxfordshire Association of Local 
Councils (OALC) – 2013-14 subscriptions 

£782.00 LGA 1972 

886 Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association 
– 2013-14 subscriptions 

£45.00 Section 137 
LGA 1972 

887 Kennington Village Hall 
Grant for replacement lighting within the 
Centre (£1500 - £163.16 cheque raised for 
TOE) 

£1336.84 Section 137 
LGA 1972 

888 St Johns College No 3 Domestic a/c 
Rent for Forest Side March to June 2013 

£375.00 LG (Misc Prov) 
Act 1976 
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7.2 Clerk’s hours between 7 January to 6 March 2013 

Week 
commencing 

Hrs worked Standard Hrs Hrs over or 
under 

7 February 17.50 20 -2.5** 

14 February 31.00 20 11 

21 February 21.00 20 1 

28 February 33.50 20 13.5 

Totals 103 80 23 

 
** Clerk was recovering from a wisdom tooth extraction, which affected the hours 
during last month – no sick leave taken but this is reflected in the amount of hours 
worked. 
 
£10.81 x 17 = £248.63 
7.3 The report was proposed by Cllr Patterson, seconded by Cllr Mason and voted 
unanimously. 

 
8. MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
8.1 Planning Committee meetings held on 19 February and 12 March were noted. 
8.2 Question put to District Councillor in regard to the development at 155 The Avenue 

being given approval, whereas an innocuous extension at 92 Upper Road has been 
refused permission, with the house holder appealing.  How can this happen?  The 
Vale of White Horse has Design Guidelines, with one of them being that any 
extension more prominent than the original building will not be accepted.   

8.3 Received letter from Planning Enforcement Officer in regard to 113 Bagley Wood 
Road, no action is to be taken and the file closed. 
 
9. SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES ACT   
9.1 Cllr Mason reported as to his interpretation of the Act and how it could be beneficial 
to the Parish in bringing in younger folk onto community groups. The Sustainable 
Communities Act is a useful tool when needed, it will be there when the Parish feels 
threatened.  Apparently, at present Kennington is the most sustained parish in Oxfordshire. 
9.2      ACTION ON CLERK – Contact Margaret Vaughan explaining that Council has 
discussed the Act and although it is interesting will not be signing-up.   
 
10. STRATEGIC ROAD NETWORK AND DELIVERY OF SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT 
10.1 This was noted and Council will monitor. 
 
11.  CLLR. FEATHER’S DISPENSATION 
12.1 Cllr Feather will be able to attend a meeting next month 
 
12. GRASS BEHIND KENNINGTON HEALTH CENTRE 
12.1 Parish Council agreed that the area of grass not owned by the Health Centre will be 
left more as a conservation area, with the grass being cut only three or four times a year.  It 
is up to the Health Centre how it manages it’s patch at the rear of the building. 
12.2 ACTION ON CLERK – Request a cost for cutting area on an ad-hoc basis from 
Berinsfield Community Business 
12.3 ACTION ON CHAIRMAN – Visit Dave Dixon explaining the plan of the Parish 
Council 

889 Campaign to Protect Rural England 
2014 subscription  

£36.00 Section 137 
LGA 1972 
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13.  REPORTS OF MEMBERS ON OUTSIDE BODIES 
13.1     Cllr. Cobb – Broadband Champion 
Oxfordshire County Council is reducing the broadband to St Swithun’s school – it is stopping 
subsidising the school.  The school has been notified and are fully aware of this.  The school 
has managed to come to a deal with RM. 
 
13.2     Cllr. Landau – PPG 
Cllr Landau recently attended the second patients’ forum, still needs development but very 
interesting to be part of. It was felt useful to alert Radley Parish Council to the possibility of 
having a member on the PPG.  
 
14 ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS  
14.1 Cllr. Charlett 
Parking at the St Swithun’s School is a problem, with cars parked from at the top of Poplar 
Grove to the school.  It affects buses and cars as vehicles try to pass all the parked cars at 
once, at times, accelerating to make sure they overtake all the cars before the oncoming 
vehicles negate this.  Cllr Charlett witnessed this recently, with a young child crossing at the 
school crossing, just beyond the last parked car.  The situation is an accident waiting to 
happen. 
14.2 ACTION ON CLERK – Write to Helen Atkinson expressing the Council’s concern, 
suggesting a meeting be arranged with the police, Oxfordshire Highways, Area Steward and 
the school – making it a higher priority for the police and enforcement. 
 
14.3 Cllr. Patterson 
Recent works carried out in Woodcroft by Clancy Docwra, on behalf of Oxfordshire County 
Highways entailed digging the road up.  Now finished this corner is now wrecked. 
14.4 ACTION ON CLERK – Complain to Oxfordshire Highways, requesting proper 
reinstatement be completed. 
 
15. REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR  
None 
 
16. REPORT OF THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR 
Cllr Patterson proposed that there should be a meeting, as part of the next Planning meeting 
where all councillors go through the Local Plan in detail and that the Parish should respond 
to the Vale of White Horse regarding this plan. 
16.1 ACTION ON CLERK – Send e-mail to all Councillors giving date of next planning 
meeting 
 
17. ANY MATTERS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION 
None 
 
 
 
 
Meeting Closed – 9:35pm 
 
 
 
Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


