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KENNINGTON                                       Minutes of the Meeting held on 
PARISH COUNCIL Thursday 10th April 2007 at 7.30 pm 
OXFORDSHIRE                                in Rooms 2/3 of the Village Centre  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Cllr. Biggs in the Chair 
 
Present:  
Cllr. Baggott 
Cllr. Charlett  
Cllr. Cobb  
Cllr. Ellis 

 
Cllr. Mrs. Horseman  
Cllr. Mrs. Pope 
Cllr. Perkins 
Cllr. Sillince

 
In Attendance:  Mrs. P. Johnston (Clerk), Cllr. Bob Johnston (Oxfordshire County 
Council) and one member of the public. 
Apologies for Absence: Cllr. Feather, Cllr. Mrs. Hitchen, Cllr. Holland, Cllr. Mrs. 
Lovegrove, Cllr. Patterson and Cllr. Bernard Auton (Vale of White Horse District 
Council). 
 
3492. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING  
The minutes of the meeting on 8th March 2007 were then signed as a correct record.  
 
3493. DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest.  
 
3494. REPORT OF THE CLERK 
A. Highways –The footway in Bagley Close had been resurfaced using what was 

called a slurry sealant. The purpose of this was to bind the top surface of the 
pavement and fill small cracks. There had been concern that it had a rough texture.   

B. Saturday Office -The Saturday office on 30th March 2007 was attended by the 
clerk and Cllr. Sillince. There was only one enquiry from a resident of Upper 
Road who wanted advice on planning matters. 

C. Oxfordshire County Council-The clerk had received two legal documents 
relating to the Removal of Unauthorised Signs and the Verge Grass Cutting 
Contract. She would send them on to Julia Kent, the council’s solicitor, for her 
opinion. The clerk emailed the County Council asking if there could be any 
variation but they said they had to be accepted as written as they only wanted a 
single agreement with the Parish Councils. The agreement required the Parish 
Council to have five million pounds of Public and Employers Liability Insurance 
cover. The clerk would contact the insurance company to confirm that this work 
could be covered by the Parish Council’s insurance at this level.   

D. Flooding-The clerk was contacted by a representative of Halcrow Group Ltd who 
had been commissioned by Thames Water to investigate the flooding issues in 
Kennington Road. The clerk arranged a site meeting at John Mastroddi’s home 
with John Atkins and Izabella Stachura of Halcrow and Peter Dela of the Vale of 
White Horse District Council including John Mastroddi and Alan Pope on 22nd 
March 2007. John and Alan went over the issues when it floods and then showed 
them the drains which seemed to be part of the problem especially in Upper Road 
and Kennington Road. 

E. Beaumont Court-The clerk was emailed by the property company who managed 
Beaumont Court. They wanted approval to paint the railings around the car park 
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with black paint. The clerk confirmed that this was what the Parish Council had 
requested.  

F. Network Rail- There had been no response to the clerk’s letter about the damage 
to the surface of Cow Lane.   

G. Best Kept Village Competition-The clerk enquired about the competition and 
had been told that it had been discontinued as it was felt it had served its purpose 
and there was no funding from Calor. They were now running the Villages of the 
Year Competition. Last year the Parish Council entered both and was shortlisted 
for the Village of the Year and won a £100 prize. It was decided not to enter the 
competition this year. 

H. Community Woodland-The clerk had been told by Anthony Roberts that there 
would be a litter picking party of geocaching volunteers working on clearing the 
land on 14th April 2007.  

I. Verge Protection near St. Swithun’s School- The clerk asked a contractor in 
Kennington who was licensed and insured to work on the highway about installing 
the oak posts. He could install them by digging a hole and fixing them with 
concrete and would charge £40 per post for labour. He did not think it was a good 
idea to use volunteer labour. There had been adverse comments on the very large 
pieces of wood which had been put on the verge by the residents. Isis Accord who 
cut the verges had complained and the clerk had advised them to try and cut 
around them and not to move them in the interim. It was agreed that the new 
council, which would be elected in May, should decide on whether or not to install 
oak posts.  

J. Cemetery-The emptying of the bins at the cemetery was still causing a problem. 
This had been escalated by the Vale and the contractors had taken disciplinary 
action with the crew who collect the waste. It was also reported by Cllr. Charlett 
that the Green Bin lorry damaged the verge outside the cemetery by turning and 
they should be repairing that. There was a problem with the gate to the Cemetery 
at the Sandford Lane entrance. It was sticking and older people have found it 
impossible to open. Cllr. Charlett agreed to investigate the problem and rectify the 
problem. 

K. Police Matters-The Chairman, via the Neighbourhood Action Group, had been 
informed that the police were installing a device called a Mosquito at the Hong 
Kong City restaurant in Playfield Road.  The device when activated sent out a 
high pitched noise that was targeted at the age range from 13-19 years old.  It was 
unbearable for them to stay in the location for long. There was concern from a 
neighbour opposite the shops that there had been no consultation by the police.  
The clerk had also forwarded an email about dangerous driving in Forest Side to 
Pc Delaney.  The Chairman said he and the clerk had met up Pc Delaney. They 
had discussed the problems of anti-social behaviour and criminal damage in the 
village. 

L. Sandford Lane-There had been no detailed response to the clerk’s letter about the 
raised walkway in Sandford Lane which was dangerous especially in wet weather. 
She had been contacted by a local resident who fell from the walkway recently 
and had been badly hurt. The clerk had advised her to report it to the County 
Council.  



 
Page 64 

 
3495. CORRESPONDENCE 
A.   Oxfordshire Chinese Community and Advice Centre-This organisation was 

applying for a grant of £100 towards its work with non-English speaking Chinese 
in the Vale. They were applying to the Vale and had been told to request a grant 
from the Parishes and Towns. Their accounts had not been requested as they were 
a district wide organisation. It was proposed by Cllr. Charlett and seconded by 
Cllr. Baggott that no grant be offered. The proposition was agreed unanimously.  

B. Mr & Mrs Pollock, Kennington Road-Letter about two items in the Annual 
Report relating to grass cutting and the Carols round the Tree. The clerk had 
clarified their queries. 

C. National Transport Tokens-Letter about travel tokens and a new product called 
COPS smart card.  

D. Oxford City Council-Consultation document on Oxford’s Core Strategy 2026- 
Preferred Options.  

E. Postwatch-Details of the submission made by the Consumer Council for Postal 
Services on the proposed post office closures in the Midlands.  

F. Oxfordshire Training Partnership for Local Councils-Details of three training 
course on the Roles and Responsibilities of local Councils 6th June 2007, Getting 
to grips with Finance 4th July 2007 and Effective Responses to Planning 
applications on 10th October 2007. It was agreed to circulate the details to all 
councillors elected in May.  

G. Community Empowerment Awards-Competition to win £1,000 for best practice 
councils in four categories; 1.Young people, 2.Older people, 3.Gypsies, Travellers 
and Migrant workers and 4.Housing.  

H. Kennington Athletic Football Club-Notification of the Annual 7 a side 
tournament at Forest Side on 21st and 22nd April 2007. 

I. Notification of work to the trees-Work to trees subject to a preservation order at 
Greystones, 69b Bagley Wood Road.  

J. Oxfordshire Highways-Notification of the footway slurry sealing programme in 
Bagley Close which was completed at the end of March.  

K. River Thames Society- Invitation to AGM on 21st April 2007 in Egham and copy 
of the magazine Thames Guardian for Spring 2007 

L. SLCC –Summary of the programme of conferences in 2007.  
M. CAG- Newsletter about recycling projects. 
N. Vale of White Horse District Council-Copy of the Visitor Guide 2007, leaflet on 

working with Children and Young People in the Vale, details of the new smoking 
rules, notification of the position of the Parish Boundary Review Process.  

O. Oxfordshire County Council- Parish Council newsletter, Posters about ‘Do it 
Online’. 

P. Oxfordshire’s Carers’ Forum-Copy of their newsletter. 
Q. Standards Committee and Remuneration Panel- Notification of vacancies for 

independent members of these two bodies.  
R. Planning Aid –Details of their free service on planning issues for those who 

cannot afford professional advice.  
S. Childline-Details of a fund raising scheme for the charity.  
T. Junior Citizen’s Project-Thank you letter for the grant aid. 
U. Sobell House-Poster of a fundraising Moonlight stroll on June 30th 2007. 
V. Trust for Oxfordshire’s Environment-Invitation to AGM on 29th March 2007 at 

the Key Leaning Centre, Oxford Castle.  
W. CPRE- Copy of the Magazine Fieldwork for March 2007. 
X. Thames Valley Police-Posters advertising the Community Policing Awards 2007. 



 
Page 65 

Y. ORCC-Poster about the Villages of the Year Competition 2007. 
Z. ORCC-Copy of the Oxfordshire Villages of the Year Competition Report 2006 

and entry form for this year’s competition and leaflet on Village Shops 
Development Worker.  

AA. Glasdon- Leaflet offering 10% discount for ordering their products in April.  
 

3496. FINANCIAL REPORT 
External Audit 
The clerk had received the paperwork for the external audit for year ending 31st 
March 2007 from BDO Stoy Hayward LLP. The audit had to be complete three 
months earlier than it had usually been previously as there had been a change in 
legislation. Therefore the Statement of Accounts needs to be presented at the May 
meeting in order to meet this deadline.  

• Display of notice 18th to 24th June 2007. 
• Records available 1st to 27th July 2007. 
• Date of Audit 3rd August 2007.  

 
Statement of Bank Accounts as at 31st March 2007 –  
Community Account                                                                              £500.00
Business Premium Account.                                                                    £9,171.45
Earmarked Funds £38,708.47
National Savings Investment Account                              £7,164.66

Sub-Total £55,544.58
Less un-presented cheques £362.50

 £55,182.08
Charity Land B.P.A.                                                                                £5.01

 
The clerk highlighted that Mr Pope, formally the litter warden, had now been given a 
new contract as the village warden with responsibility for the litter clearance around 
the village hall transferred to the Parish Council. His salary was to be taxed directly 
and not as before through his pension. Cllr. Charlett thanked the clerk for her work on 
Mr Pope’s written statement of employment. He said it was a model that would be 
used by the Village Hall Management Committee for their staff.  
 
It was agreed on a proposition by Cllr. Mrs. Pope and seconded by Cllr. Cobb that the 
financial report and accounts for payment be accepted. 
 
Direct Debit 

Virginmedia 1st April 2007 
Internet and telephone charges 

£30.16 

 
Payments made between meetings 

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 
 

415 Southern Electric  
Electricity for Playfield Road Pavilion 
28/11/06 to 23/02/07 

£206.46 LG (Misc. Prov.) Act 
1976 

416 Public Works Loans Account 
Village Hall Loan 

£2,201.48 LGA 1972 

417 Mr P Biggs 
Quarterly Chairman’s Allowance 

£112.50 LGA 1972 
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Payment Received 

Burdens Ltd 
Refund for Concrete Rings 

£208.51 

 
Accounts for payment 

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 
 

418 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Expenses for March 2007 

£105.00 LGA 1972 

419 Zephyr 
Servicing the flag pole 

£381.88 Highways Act 1980 

420 Kennington Village Hall 
Hire of rooms 

£62.45 LGA 1972 

421 NALC 
Fourteen copies of Local Government Review 

£168.00 LGA 1972 

422 Mrs P Johnston 
ACAS publications £5.95 
Postage £13.20 

£19.15 LGA 1972 

423 Vale of White Horse District Council 
Servicing of dog bins 

£262.12 Litter Act 1983 
 

424 Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils 
Annual Subscriptions 

£692.97 LGA 1972 

425 Root and Branch 
Grant Aid 

£75.00 LGA 1972 
S137 

426 Oxfordshire Children’s Information Service 
Grant Aid  

£25.00 LGA 1972 
S137 

427 Sunningwell School of Art 
Grant Aid 

£25.00 LGA 1972 
S137 

428 Berinsfield Community Business 
Contract 2 and 3  

£720.00 LGA 1972 

430 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s salary less Tax and NI-March 

£922.54 LGA 1972 

431 Mr A Pope 
Village Warden’s salary less Tax  
April gross salary 28 hours  plus 1 hour 
overtime for graffiti cleaning @£7.14 per hour 

£161.52 LGA 1972 

432  HM Revenue and Customs only 
Clerk’s Tax and NI 
Village Warden’s Tax 

£347.93 LGA 1972 

433 Oxford Said Business School Ltd 
Photocopying March 

£11.21 LGA 1972 

 
From the Playing Fields Account 

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 
 

429 Avoncrop Amenity Products 
AA Wetline 

£94.01 LG (Misc. Prov.) Act 
1976 

 
3497. MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE 
The minutes of the meeting on 27th February, 2007 were noted.  
 
3498. REPORT OF THE MEETING WITH THE OXFORD BUS COMPANY 

AND OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL ON 20TH MARCH 2007 
The report of the meeting was discussed. It had been an informative meeting. There 
was regret that the low floor buses had been delayed and that they would not be brand 
new. It was agreed to have a further meeting once all the low floor buses were in 
place. 
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3499. REPORT OF THE MEETING WITH THE PLAYING FIELDS 

ASSOCIATION ON 26TH MARCH 2007 RELATING TO THE T MOBILE 
PROPOSAL FOR A TELECOMMUNICATION MAST ON PLAYFIELD 
ROAD PLAYING FIELD. 

The Chairman reported on the joint meeting. There had been agreement that the 
Playing Fields Association should surrender their lease and that a new lease be 
produced that excluded the site of the proposed telecommunications mast. The Parish 
Council agreed with this change and the proposal that a joint working group of two 
members from the Parish Council and the Playing Fields Association should 
recommend capital projects to be funded from the income generated by the lease of 
the land to T Mobile. The clerk explained that the revised Heads of Terms had been 
received from the agent of T Mobile. It had been checked by the Parish Council’s 
solicitor and reflected all the amendments apart from one relating to the percentage 
gain for mast sharing. It was agreed unanimously that the revised Heads of Terms was 
acceptable and that the Parish Council would lease the land to T Mobile for a 
telecommunication mast on Playfield Road Playing Field, subject to contract, on a 
proposition by Cllr. Charlett and seconded by Cllr. Sillince. 
 
3500. REPORTS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
Neighbourhood Action Group (NAG)-The Chairman reported on this month’s 
meeting of the NAG. He said that there had been another re-organisation of the police 
team. They discussed anti-social behaviour. He explained what they were planning 
with the mosquito device in Playfield Road. He said it was very important that all 
crime is reported otherwise the police could not prioritise the problem areas.  
 
3472. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 
Cllr. Ellis-He reported that the direction sign to Kennington had been knocked down 
near Chandlings School on the Oxford Road.  
Cllr. Baggott-He reported that the pavement outside Nos. 14 and 16 Upper Road 
needed repair and that the tree in the verge seemed to be dead.  
Cllr. Charlett-He said that he had asked the clerk to contact the agent for one of the 
units on the Sandford Lane Industrial Estate. An open skip was causing litter to be 
blown into the lane. He felt that a letter should be sent to the owners of the site to 
encourage them to have more control on their tenants. It was agreed that the clerk 
would contact the clerk to Radley Parish Council as it was in their parish.  
 
3501. REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Cllr. Bob Johnston spoke of the slurry treatment to the footway of Bagley Close. He 
said it was a low cost solution which prolonged the life of the surface of the footway 
by preventing water getting into small cracks. It was likely to be used more often on 
minor roads as the budget was very tight for repair work. He had been pleased to see 
the results of the clearing of the vegetation encroaching on the footpath from The 
Avenue to Sugworth Crescent.  He had been informed that there might be two 
prosecutions of companies whose waste had been dumped at Redbridge Hollow. He 
said the bund had been replaced. Cllr. Charlett said that he had noted new tipping had 
occurred on the site. Cllr. Johnston would report this to the officers.  
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3502. REPORT OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Cllr. Jerry Patterson and Cllr. Bernard Auton had sent their apologies so there was no 
report from the District Council.  
 
3503. CONFIDENTIAL ITEM 
This item was discussed in confidential session as it related to the litter warden’s 
contract.  
 
At the end of the meeting Cllr. Mrs. Horseman wanted to thank the Chairman, Vice-
chairman and the clerk for the work they had done for the parish over the four year 
life of the council. The Chairman thanked her and paid tribute to the work of two long 
servicing councillors, Mrs. Frances Hitchen and Mrs. Maureen Pope who were 
retiring from the council at the May 2007  election. He said they had between them 
been on the council for over sixty years. They had contributed to the well being of the 
parish and would be missed by their colleagues on the Parish Council.   
 
Meeting Closed – 8.35pm   
 
 
 
Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


