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KENNINGTON                                       Minutes of the Meeting held on 
PARISH COUNCIL Thursday 10th April 2008 at 7.30 pm 
OXFORDSHIRE                                in Rooms 2/3 of the Village Centre  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Cllr. Biggs in the chair 
Present:  
Cllr. Baggott  
Cllr. Charlett 
Cllr. Ellis  
Cllr. Holland  
Cllr. Mrs. Horseman  
Cllr. Jennings  

Cllr. Johnston  
Cllr. Mason 
Cllr. Patterson  
Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers 
Cllr. Swaisland

In Attendance:  Mrs. P. Johnston (Clerk), one member of the public and a member of 
the press. 
 
3645. MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
There were no matters raised by members of the public 
 
3646. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
Cllr. Auton and Cllr. Perkins.  
 
3647. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Cllr. Johnston declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Item No.3650 C as a 
member of Radley Parish Council.  
 
3648. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING  
The minutes of the meeting on 13th March, 2008 were altered to show that Cllr. Mrs. 
Rodgers and Cllr. Swaisland were absent. Cllr. Patterson asked that the figure in the 
second paragraph of his report Item. No. 3644 was altered from £250,000 to 
£100,000. The amended minutes were then signed as a correct record.  
 
3649. REPORT OF THE CLERK 
A. Litter Blitz- This was a very successful morning on Sunday 30th March. The Vale 

delivered the equipment and collected over 40 bags of rubbish and other waste on 
the Monday. Twenty five people took part including a few children. Three items 
were reported to the Community Support Officer who was patrolling in the 
village; a purse and cards, backpack with clothing and cards and two car license 
plates. He took them back to the Police Station. Cllr. Swaisland spoke about the 
poor state around the Industrial Estate at Sandford Lane. The Clerk had emailed 
the Vale about it and asked them to investigate.  

B. Flooding in Upper and Kennington Roads-On Sunday 16th March, after heavy 
rain the water in the surface water pipe from Bagley Wood came out of the 
manhole at No 69 Upper Road. It ran down through the garage and garden of No 
69 and then down into Perkins and the gardens and a house in Kennington Road. 
The Chairman was able to help on the day as the Clerk was away. Since then the 
Clerk had tried to find out the progress of the investigations made by Thames 
Water about three years ago. It seemed the problem had been passed to their 
engineering team to find a solution. No date had been given to the residents as to 
when the problem will be rectified. It was obviously causing them distress. The 
Clerk had met Thames Water officer who would be dealing with this matter 
during her recent meeting at Sandford. She would follow it up.  
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C. Thames Water Study for Kennington Road/Upper Road Junction-The Clerk, 
John Mastroddi and Alan Pope had been invited to a joint meeting of the Thames 
Water, The Environment Agency, Vale and County to discuss the report 
commissioned by Thames Water from Halcow on the problem of the flooding in 
Kennington Road. It was on 10th April, 2008. The consultant from Thames Water 
had initially come to the conclusion that their storm water drains had sufficient 
capacity to take a one in thirty year storm. However the meeting agreed that the 
modelling was inaccurate as it included using the ditch at Egrove Park/Templeton 
College as water storage which might not be available in the future. It was agreed 
that Thames Water needed to look at the information again and consider a simpler 
solution.                                                                                                                                                     

D. Risk Assessment- The Risk Assessment that was prepared for the audit needed to 
be reviewed. It was agreed that Cllr. Baggott and Cllr. Jennings would work with 
the Clerk to revise the document.  

E. Village of the Year Competition- Last year the Parish Council did not enter the 
competition. The deadline for this year’s competition was 30th May. It was agreed 
to enter the competition this year. 

F. Suggestions from the Annual Meeting on 26th March- Two matters were raised 
at the meeting and supported by the people attending. These were the possibility 
of Kennington becoming a Fairtrade Village and a request that the Parish Council 
investigate installing outdoor fitness equipment as the population was getting 
older. It was agreed to consider the Fairtrade Village initiative at the next meeting. 
The Play Areas Working Group would be asked to consider the idea for the fitness 
equipment.  

G. Village Hall Car Park’s Discretionary Rating- The Clerk received a phone call 
and an email response to her letter. The Vale would waive the charge to the 
Village Hall for this year and had suggested that they contact the Valuation 
Officer to get the car park assessed as part of the Village Hall Complex which was 
zero rated. This would solve the problem. Cllr. Patterson had investigated the 
matter and was pleased with the outcome. Cllr. Charlett thanked him for his help.  

H. Parking outside the Co-op- The Clerk had received an email from a resident in 
Simpsons Way complaining that no action had been taken by the Parish Council 
to prevent parking on the double yellow lines. The Clerk had replied that the 
Community Support Officer was now issuing tickets there and in Edward Road 
and the matter had been raised at the Neighbourhood Action Group by the 
Chairman.  

I. Report on actions since the last meeting 
• An enquiry had been made to the Secretary of the Playing Fields Association 

about when the container on the Playfield Road Playing Field would be 
painted.  

• Letter sent about the painting of the Post Box. 
• Letter sent about the painting of the railings at Beaumont Court. The Vale had 

responded to the letter from the Clerk. They had emailed the agents Hazelvine 
and had asked them to paint the railings by end of April. If they failed to meet 
the deadline then they would start enforcement proceedings.  

• 12th June meeting booked in the St Swithun’s Church Hall. Cllr. Baggott was 
thanked for arranging the booking.  

• Letter sent about the water in the garden of 43 Sandford Lane. 
• Litter Bin in Edward Road repaired.  
• There was only one nomination from the thirteen organisations the Clerk 

contacted for the Celebrating Youth in the Vale Lunch. It was from the Tae 
Kwondo teacher for one of his pupils. After consultation with the Chairman, 
Vice-chairman and District Councillors the name was submitted to the Vale.  
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• The owner of the plum tree had been contacted about the over hanging 
branches over Footpath no 2.  

• Dates had been emailed to Cllr. Hudspeth for the meeting about Abingdon 
ITS. Radley councillors were attending the Drayton meeting on 12th May at 
7.15pm.  

J. St Swithun’s Road- The Clerk had received an email from a resident of St 
Swithun’s Road about a car accident in the road. It was caused by speeding. She 
would like the Parish Council’s support for installing traffic calming in the road. It 
was agreed to write to the County Council in support of the idea.  

 
3650. CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID 
A. St Swithun’s School- A letter had been received on behalf of the school from Mrs 

Scott Russell, Bagley Wood Road. She was asking for financial assistance for a 
project to replace equipment in one of the play areas at the school used by Ash 
Class. The Clerk had contacted her asking for more financial details. As there 
were no further details it was agreed to write back to her and say that the Parish 
Council would consider a formal request from the school.  

B. Cross Roads for Carers- This organisation had written asking for financial help 
for their work with carers of people with disabilities in their own homes. The 
Clerk had emailed asking for more details of the work they might do to support 
people in the village. There had been no reply so this request would be deferred 
pending additional information.  

C. Radley Parish Council- The Clerk of Radley Parish Council had written to 
inform Kennington Parish Council that Radley would be starting proceedings for 
Judicial Review of the decision made by the County Council not to register 
Thrupp and Bullfield Lakes as a Town or Village Green. They were requesting 
financial help towards the possible cost of £40,000. Kennington had previously 
made an ‘in principle’ decision to support the Judicial Review if promoted by a 
local authority. Cllr. Johnston addressed the meeting in support of Radley Parish 
Council and then left the meeting as he had declared an interest. It was agreed 
unanimously to write to Radley Parish Council supporting their action but at this 
stage not offering a specific amount of financial support.  

D.  Oxfordshire Partnership – Invitation to a briefing on 8th April. The Chairman, 
Clerk and Cllr. Patterson had attended the presentations. Cllr. Patterson gave a 
brief summary of the work of the Oxfordshire Partnership.  

E. Vale of White Horse District Council - Information sheet for Parish Councils. 
They were looking for members for the Standards Committee. Cllr. Patterson said 
it was important to attract more Parish Councillors as the work of the committee 
had been increased by Government. It was now responsible for adjudicating on 
complaints made about Parish Councillors under the Code of Conduct.  

F. Oxfordshire County Council- Letter from the Leader of the County Council, 
Keith Mitchell on the topics of Post Office Closure, Changes in planning law, 
Primary Schools Review and School Attainment. Details of the changes in the 
mobile library service to Edith Court from 12.00 to 12.25 on Monday.  

G. Vale Views- Copy of the latest edition for Spring 2008.  
H. OPFA-Details of a Seminar on 14th May a series of Training events in June one of 

which Cllr. Charlett and the Clerk would be attending.  
I. BDO Stoy Hayward LLP- Copy of their Local Council Briefing on the external 

audit. Letter from the Audit commission confirming their appointment until 
2011/12.  

J. Local Channel- Information of about their web site service.  
K. ORCC- Invitation to a drop in event on 19th April in Witney called Community 

Changing Places.  
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L. Kennington Athletic Football Club- Details of the Annual 7 a side tournament 
to be held on 26th and 27th April at Forest Side.  

M. Headway- Invitation to the opening of the new room at Headway on 1st April.  
N. CPRE- Copy of the Fieldwork and Countryside Voice Magazines.  
O. Oxford City Council- Letter indicating the adoption of the Supplementary 

Planning Document on the Balance of Dwellings.  
P. Standards Board- Copy of their March 2008 newsletter.  
Q. River Thames Society- Copy of their Thames Guardian magazine.  
R. NPower- Details of a £10,000 fund for community projects with a deadline of 21st 

March 2008.  
S. Brocures: Wicksteeds.  
T. SEERA- Copy of the South East England Regional Housing Strategy 2008-11 

produced by the Regional Housing Board since its transfer to the Regional 
Assembly. 

U. Oxfordshire Volunteer Centre- A number of leaflets and posters about 
volunteering. It includes details of building a free web site for voluntary 
organisations.  

 
3651. FINANCIAL REPORT 
Statement of Bank Accounts had at 31st March 2008 –  
Community Account                                                                              £500.00
Business Premium Account.                                                                    £4,417.29
Earmarked Funds £50,294.93
National Savings Investment Account                              £7,392.54

Sub total £62,604.76
Less outstanding cheques £909.50

Total £61,695.26
Charity Land B.P.A.                                                                                £14.93

 
Direct Debit 

Virgin Media1st April 2008 
Internet and telephone charges 

£24.07 

 
Paid between meetings 

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 
 

648 OPFA 
Two training courses on play equipment 

£40.00 LGA 1972 

649 Public Works Loan Account 
Village Hall Loan Repayment 

2,201.48 LGA 1972 
 

650 Property Repair Services 
25 Aqua Sacs 

£109.57 LGA 1972 
S137 

 
The Financial Report and Accounts for Payment were agreed on a proposition by Cllr. 
Mrs. Horseman and seconded by Cllr. Ellis.  
Accounts to be paid 

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 
 

651 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Expenses for March 

£109.00 LGA 1972 

652 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Net Salary March less Tax and NI  

£954.41 LGA 1972 

653 Mr A Pope  
April Wages less tax 
Gross wages 4 weeks @ £51.03 and 4 hours @ 
£7.29  

£186.68 LGA 1972 
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654 HM Revenue and Customs 
Clerk’s and Village Warden’s tax and NI 

£364.83 LGA 1972 

655 Mrs P Johnston 
Postage £21.12 Land registry fee £6.00 
Litterpicker stick £17.99 

£45.11 LGA 197 
 

656 Kennington Village Hall 
Hire of rooms 

£65.00 LGA 1972 

657 Root and Branch 
Grant aid 

£75.00 LGA 1972 
S137 

658 WRVS 
Grant aid 

£25.00 LGA 1972 
S137 

659 West Oxfordshire District Council 
Graffiti Removal on Playfield Road Pavilion 

£389.60 Local Government 
(Miscellaneous 

Provisions) Act 1976 
660 Oxford Said Business School 

Photocopying  
£30.49 LGA 1972 

661 CPRE 
Subscription 

£28.00 LGA 1972 
S137 

662 Kennington Overseas Aid 
Litter Blitz 30 bags @£2 per bag 

£60.00 LGA 1972 
S137 

663 Sobell House 
Litter Blitz 10 bags @ £2 per bag 

£20.00 LGA 1972 
S137 

664 Kennington Women’s Institute 
Litter Blitz 7 bags @ £2 per bag 

£14.00 LGA 1972 
S137 

665 Helen and Douglas House 
Litter Blitz 6 bags @ £2 per bag 

£12.00 LGA 1972 
S137 

666 Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils 
4 Training Courses on Planning  

£94.00 LGA 1972 

667 Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils 
1 Training Course on Chairmanship 

£47.00 LGA 1972 

668 Isis Accord 
Verge cutting 05/03 and 26/03 

£677.76 Highways Act 1980 

669 Allianz Insurance plc 
Insurance Policy 

£810.94 LGA 1972 

670 Oxford Said Business School 
Photocopying March 

£27.71 LGA 1972 

671 Euroffice 
Stationary, Printer Ink, Litter pick gloves and 
jacket 

£90.68 LGA 1972 

672 Euroffice 
Printer Ink 

£18.61 LGA 1972 

 
3652. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
The minutes of the planning committee on 11th March 2008 were noted.  
 
3653. REPORTS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
Playing Fields Association- Cllr. Johnston reported that the painting of the storage 
container had been delayed because of the weather. 
 
3654. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 
Cllr. Patterson- He asked if the owner of the land at the south end of Upper Road 
had been identified. The Clerk said she had searched the Land Registry and asked the 
County Council but it was not possible to identify who owned it. One house was not 
registered and it was agreed that the Chairman would approach the residents to ask if 
they would supply information about the extent of their grounds.  
Cllr. Baggott- He had asked the resident of the fence in Bagley Wood Road if he 
intended to repair it. The resident had said the fence was secure and was not planning 
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any work. He asked if there had been any progress in getting the garden of the house 
on the corner of Rowles Close tidied up. Cllr. Patterson had asked the officers of the 
District Council to serve the appropriate notice.  
Cllr. Ellis- He wanted to mention the accident the Clerk had reported. He said there 
was a pothole in the roadway near No 27 St. Swithun’s Road.  
 
3655. REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Cllr. Johnston reported that despite many requests for the potholes in the roadways to 
be repaired they had not been done because of lack of resources at the end of the 
financial year. He was still a member of the shadow cabinet but had changed his 
portfolio from Transport to Change Management which dealt with, among other 
issues, human resources.  He said the bund at Redbridge Hollow had been completed 
but they had not covered it with sheeting.  
 
3656. REPORT OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Cllr. Jennings reported that the annual cost of the Brown Bin was rising from £29.00 
to £33.00. They were introducing a smaller bin with a capacity of 140 litres compared 
with the original one which was 240 litres. He mentioned that a change in the law 
meant that the Vale was entirely responsible for stray dogs caught in the district. They 
would collect tethered dogs between 9am and 10pm. He said that planning fees would 
be increased from April 2008.  
 
Cllr. Patterson reported that the Wantage by-election had been won by the 
Conservatives. The balance of the council was now 33 Liberal Democrats and 18 
Conservatives. There had been an event on 30th March, sponsored by the Vale and 
County Council, for the military families at Dalton Barracks which had been well 
received. He and Cllr. Jennings had attended the opening of the new building at 
Headway on 1st April. They had been very complimentary about the support they 
received from the people in the village over the past four years. Tim Sadler, one of the 
senior officers, was moving to work for Oxford City Council. A licensee of a shop in 
Grove had lost his individual licence and his shop had its license suspended for two 
weeks because they had been caught selling alcohol to under age people. Cllr. 
Holland asked if new planning regulations were in force extending permitted 
development. Cllr. Patterson said he understood the Government had suggested 
alterations but there had been no new legislation. Cllr. Swaisland said he had received 
a very convincing letter from Stephen Bishop about the start time of the new bus 
passes. There was a short discussion about people’s experiences of receiving the bus 
pass on time. Cllr. Patterson said there were a limited number of suppliers approved 
by the Government as the pass had to have a chip in it which could be scanned by the 
bus operators. However there had been no obligation made on the bus operators to 
install the equipment in their fleets of buses so he considered it was a waste of money. 
 
Meeting Closed – 8.45pm   
 
 
 
 
Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


