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KENNINGTON                                       Minutes of the Meeting held on 

PARISH COUNCIL Thursday 14
th

 April 2011 at 7.30 pm 

OXFORDSHIRE                                in Kennington Village Centre 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Cllr. Biggs in the chair 

Present:  
Cllr. Baggott  

Cllr. Charlett  

Cllr. Cobb 

Cllr. Ellis 

Cllr. Feather 

Cllr. Mrs. Horseman 

Cllr. Jennings  

Cllr. Johnston  

Cllr. Mason 

Cllr. Patterson 

Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers  

 

In Attendance:  Mrs. P. Johnston (Clerk) and one member of the public 

 

4101. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 

Mr Horseman asked if he could take the photographs of the new councillors for the 

front cover of the Kennington Chronicle. It was agreed to do this once the two co-

options were in place.  

 

4102. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

There were apologies from Cllr. Perkins and Cllr. Swaisland.  

 

4103. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Cllr. Baggott declared a personal and prejudicial interest in the two grant requests 

from St Swithun’s Church at Items 4105 E and 4106 A as he was the treasurer of the 

Parochial Church Council.  

 

4104. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

The minutes of the meeting on 10
th

 March 2011 were signed as a correct record.  

 

4105. REPORT OF THE CLERK 

A. May Parish Council Elections- Following close of nominations on 4
th

 April, 

there were only 12 people nominated.  This meant there were two vacancies. 

These should be filled by co-option by 24
th

 June. The Clerk had written a notice 

for the May edition of the Chronicle to advertise the vacancies so that they could 

be filled at the May Annual Meeting on 12
th

 May.  

B. Forest Side dirt cycle track- The Clerk submitted the application to WREN at 

the end of March. She had received acknowledgement that it would be considered 

by the advisory panel on 19
th

 July 2011 and the WREN Board on 11
th

 August 

2011. In addition she had confirmation that the Vale would be able to fund a third 

party donation of £1,253 for this project. There was little more that could be done 

apart from waiting for the outcome of the application for funding.  

C. Sovereign Vale Housing Association-The Chairman had been approached by the 

Estates Manager. They ran an Estate Improvement Day and one of the successful 

projects voted for was to install a bench seat at the top of Manor Grove at the 

junction with the Avenue on the grassed area adjacent to the notice board. This 

bench seat could then be used by people to rest after walking up the hill from 

Poplar Grove, this being the suggestion for the project, from one of their residents 

in Poplar Grove. Sovereign Vale would pay to purchase and install the bench seat 

but we would need permission to site it at an agreed location on land not owned 
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by Sovereign Vale. The land was on the highway verge so they would need to get 

the approval of the County Council. They were asking if the Parish Council 

supported this initiative. It was agreed that the Clerk would circulate the nearest 

neighbours to ask if they had any comments.  

D. Flower Baskets- The Oxford Garden Centre had agreed to supply the compost 

again free of charge and allow the volunteers to choose their plants without paying 

for them at the time. The Parish Council would pay the final bill. The baskets 

would be distributed to the volunteers on 16
th

 April. They would then plant them 

up and look after them until May.  

E. Royal Wedding - The Clerk had official notice of one street party in the village 

which involved a road closure. This was Bagley Close from No 17 to No 47. 

There was to be a celebration in the grounds of St Swithun’s Church open to 

everyone in the village. Rev Em Coley had asked if there was a possibility of 

obtaining a grant of £100 towards the costs. Cllr. Baggott left the room during the 

discussion. It was agreed on a proposition by Cllr. Jennings seconded by Cllr. 

Mason to give a grant of £100.  

F. Village Hall and Health Centre car parking- A resident had contacted the Clerk 

with concerns about the car parking for the Health Centre. She had noticed that 

there seemed to be all day parking which meant that the spaces available for 

patients was reduced and the car park was blocked which meant if an ambulance 

needed to have access it would not be able to get to the door of the health centre. 

She wondered if there was an increase in staff at the health centre parking or other 

people using it as a park and ride. The Clerk had discussed this with the Chairman 

of the Village Hall Management Committee. There had been a further report from 

a member of staff working at the Health Centre that she had noted that recently 

the car park was almost full before the centre opened and when it was closed 

during lunchtime. She hoped that a solution could be found to stop all day 

parking. There was a long discussion about options to prevent all day parking such 

as a barrier at the entrance, parking tickets and clamping and it was agreed that it 

was a matter for the Management Committee to resolve.  

G. Saturday Office- This was held on 2
nd

 April 2011 and Cllr. Patterson and the 

Clerk were in attendance. There were no enquiries.  

H. Village Hall Grant- Following consideration of the Management Committee’s 

request for a grant to the Vale, they had been informed that there was a grant of 

£2,250 available with the following condition that the award was subject to 

matched funding from Kennington Parish Council.  The award would be reduced 

if the Parish Council's contribution was lower than £2,250. At the last meeting the 

Parish Council agreed to offer £1,500. There was a discussion about this change in 

policy by the Vale. It was felt that it should have been clearer on the application 

form that the Vale would only match fund the Parish Council’s contribution. At 

the end of the discussion it was proposed by Cllr. Baggott and seconded Cllr. 

Patterson that an additional £750 grant be offered to the Village Hall to ensure that 

they received the maximum grant. This was agreed unanimously.  

I. Paddock Amenity Land- The residents of the neighbouring property have 

requested that the nettles and other invasive weeds were treated along the 

boundary. The Clerk was getting a quotation from Berinsfield. It was agreed to 

pay for work up to £200 so that it could be done before the next meeting.  

J. Items raised by residents-  

 Otters Reach- There was a problem with parking and obstructing driveways. 

The Clerk had passed this on to PCSO Wright who would investigate and contact 

the resident to discuss the problem. 

 Colley Wood- There was an enquiry about road repairs that had been marked 

up but not completed. The Clerk passed the information to the County Highways.  
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 Kennington Road-There was a complaint that a large Leylandii tree was 

obstructing a street light and encroaching over the pavement. The Clerk would be 

writing to the County Council.  

 The Avenue- A resident called about a tree outside their property in The 

Avenue that was shedding branches. The Clerk directed them to the County 

Council as it was on highway land.  

 

4106. CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUESTS FOR GRANT AID     
A. Kennington Horticultural Society- Invitation to take part in the Flower Festival 

on 15
th

 -17
th

 July to be held in St Swithun’s Church. The theme was ‘Saints’ and it 

would celebrate the 70
th

 Anniversary of the Horticultural Society and the festival 

of St Swithun’s. If the Parish Council did not wish to take part they were invited 

to make a donation. It was agreed to make a donation on a proposition by Cllr. 

Johnston seconded by Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers. A grant of £50 was agreed.  

B. Cllr. Perkins- A letter had been received informing the council that he was not 

standing again after over 60 years of service to the community.  

C. Nicola Blackwood MP- A letter had been received about the review of Feed-in 

Tariffs for small-scale low-carbon electricity generation. Ms Blackwood was 

asking if there were any local community projects over 50kW that would be 

affected by the review. She wanted to ensure that the facts were known and she 

suggested contributing to the review. Cllr. Johnston explained that the change 

should not affect small scale developments.  

D. Oxfordshire County Council- The Parish Council had been invited to participate 

in a consultation on residential parking provision for new developments. The 

deadline for responses was 8
th

 May 2011. Cllr. Patterson explained that it would 

lead to a slight increase in the number of car parking spaces required to be 

provided on new developments. It was based on evidence and was a fair 

compromise.  Copy of a letter about changes to the Area Steward’s teams. There 

were to be retirements and reorganisations to the Local Highway Representatives 

in the next few months.  

E. The Queen Elizabeth II Fields Challenge- An email had been received inviting 

the Parish Council to nominate a recreational site for this programme. There 

would be a £1 million fund for the fields in 2011 and 2012. They were trying to 

get 2,012 dedicated by The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee in 2012. It was agreed not 

to participate in this scheme.  

F. Vale of White Horse District Council- Information on the Waste Collection over 

the Bank Holidays, May Elections and Litter Picking equipment. A letter had been 

received about changes to the Planning Teams and the Service as there would be 

full integration with South Oxfordshire and some teams would be based at 

Crowmarsh. They were moving to more online storage of data and would be 

issuing decisions notices by email in future. They would be running training 

courses on planning for Town/Parish Council members and were setting up a web 

page for information on planning matters for Town/Parish Council. Also included 

were the training notes on the Localism Bill given to Vale District Councillors in 

February 2011.  

G. SLCC- Information on a Government Consultation on Resolving Workplace 

Disputes and training programme.  

H. OALC- Copies of booklets and posters relating to the elections and a new version 

of the Good Councillor’s Guide.  

I. Helen and Douglas House- A copy of their newsletter.  

J. Headway- Copy of their newsletter and raffle tickets.  

K. Macmillan Cancer Support- Poster advertising an internship from 4
th

 July to 7
th

 

October.  
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L. BBOWT- Copy of their newsletter 

M. Brochures/Commercial Information-Came and Company, Business Link, Street 

Products, Tetbury Accounting Limited, The Royal British Legion, Glasdon. 

 

4107. FINANCIAL REPORT AND ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

External Audit 

The forms had been received for the External Audit. The audit date was 8
th

 July 2011. 

The records needed to be available from 6
th

 June to 1
st
 July 2011.   

 

Statement of Bank Accounts as at 31
st
 March 2011 

Community Account                                                                                          £500.00 

Business Premium Account.                                                                             £4,608.93 

Earmarked Funds Account £21,564.10 

National Savings Investment Account                              £7,957.85 

Sub total £34,630.88 

Less outstanding cheques -£196.11 

Total £34,434.77 

Charity Land B.P.A.                                                                                             £3.93 

 

Payments received in April 
Waste Recycling Limited 

Refund for third party contribution 

£141.89 

Vale of White Horse District Council 

First payment of the Precept 

£39,551.00 

 

Direct Debit 
Virgin Media 

Telephone and Internet - April 

£36.04 

 

The Financial Report and Accounts for Payment were approved on a proposition by 

Cllr. Patterson and Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers. 

 

Accounts paid between meetings in March 
Cheque No. 

105… 

   Power to Act 

 

357 Southern Electric 

Electricity for Forest Side pavilion 

£124.77 LG (Misc Prov) 1976 

358 GBS re public work loan 

Loan repayment for village hall 

£2,201.35 LGA 1972 

359 Oxford Said Business School 

Photocopying 

£6.62 LGA 1972 

360 SH Lewis Cleaning Ltd 

Cleaning of bus shelters 

£164.50 PC Act 1957 

361 Maylarch Recycling Ltd 

Emptying waste bins in playing fields 

£47.40 Litter Act 1983 

 

 

Accounts paid in April 
Cheque No. 

105… 

   Power to Act 

 

362 Mrs P Johnston 

Clerk’s Expenses for March 

£114.66 LGA 1972 

363 Mrs P Johnston 

Clerk’s salary for March less Tax 

£992.42 LGA 1972 
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364 Mr A Pope 

Village Warden’s wages for April 

4 weeks @ £53.90 

£172.80 LGA 1972 

365 Mr M Hutton 

Play Warden’s wages for April  

4 weeks @ £23.10 

£74.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 

1976 

366 HM Revenue and Customs 

Tax and Employer’s NI 

£399.09 LGA 1972 

367 Kennington Village Hall 

Hire of Hall 

£85.30 LGA 1972 

368 Vale of White Horse District Council 

Emptying dog waste bins 

£184.63 Litter Act 1983 

369 ORCC 

Annual Membership 

£30.00 S137 LGA 1972 

370 SH Lewis Cleaning Ltd 

Underpayment of VAT 

£3.50 PC Act 1957 

371 Sue Ryder –Nettlebed Hospice 

Grant Aid 

£100.00 S137 LGA 1972 

372 Kennington Village Hall 

Grant Aid for Fire Panel 

£1,500.00 LGA 1972 

373 Aon Limited 

Insurance Premium 

£1,466.06 LGA 1972 

374 Continental Landscapes Ltd 

Grass Cutting –Playing Fields and Highway 

Verges 

£726.00 LGA 1972 

375 British Gas Business 

Gas for Pavilion 

£217.71 LG (Misc Prov) Act 

1976 

376 Mrs P Johnston 

Payment for 3 bags of Play Bark for Playfield 

Road and Forest Side 

£322.20 LG (Misc Prov) Act 

1976 

377 Maylarch Recycling Limited 

Invoices 3437/3438 Emptying waste bins on 

Playing Fields 

£52.20 LG (Misc Prov) Act 

1976 

378 Berinsfield Community Business 

Quarterly Village Maintenance 

£363.24 LGA 1972 

 

4108. REPORTS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 

Kennington Playing Fields Association- Cllr. Johnston reported that the Association 

had held their AGM. They had re-elected Dave Kingsbury as Chairman and himself 

as Secretary and Treasurer. They had recruited four keen members of the public to the 

Association. The members of the Association were reseeding the grass at the end of 

May.  

Kennington Village Hall Management Committee-Cllr. Charlett reported that the 

kitchen cabinets and the tiling were completed and he hoped members of the Parish 

Council would look at what had been achieved. 

Kennington Youth Club-Cllr. Biggs gave a report as Cllr. Charlett wanted to know 

when the club would open. Cllr. Biggs said that the committee were waiting for a 

meeting to finalise a number of details. It had proved very difficult to get everyone 

together. He undertook to ask the Chairman, Cllr. Fatemian and Paul Lawrence when 

they could have another meeting to decide on the opening date.   

 

4109. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 

There were no items raised by members. 

 

4110. REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 

As the County Councillor was not at the meeting there was no report.  
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4111. REPORT OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

Cllr. Patterson reported that the Wyevale Garden Centre at Chilton had been 

prosecuted by the Vale and fined £31,000 for two injuries sustained by customers. He 

said that Lesley Hawkins who had been the Personal Assistant to the Chief Executive 

had taken voluntary redundancy to pursue a new career. He explained that the North 

East Area Committee at its meeting on 6
th

 April had distributed most of the £18,772 it 

had for grants for its area from the total fund of £103,400. There had been many more 

requests than could be accommodated so they had to offer less than was requested to 

most applicants and also put a condition that they had to have match funding from the 

Parish Council if appropriate. He said he had attended the chairman’s reception to say 

farewell to those councillors who were not seeking re-election. These included Cllr. 

Terry Cox who had served for 32 years and Cllr. Janet Morgan and Cllr. Joyce 

Hutchinson who had served for 24 years each.  

 

Cllr. Jennings said he had attended the North East Area Committee. He had also 

spoken against the Simpson’s Way development at the meeting of the Development 

Control Committee. He felt sure that the application could have been refused. 

However the Committee disagreed with this view and he had been involved in the 

Section 106 agreement which imposed 42 conditions on the development which 

would hopefully protect the amenity of the neighbours. There was a discussion 

between Cllr. Patterson, Cllr. Jennings and Cllr. Charlett about the merits of the 

application.  

 

The Chairman took the opportunity to thank Cllr. Mrs. Horseman, who was retiring as 

a councillor in May, for her hard work for the community over twenty years. Her 

contributions to the Council had been invaluable.  

 

 

Meeting Closed – 9.10pm   

 

 

 

 

Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


