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KENNINGTON                                       Minutes of the Meeting held on 
PARISH COUNCIL Thursday 10th December at 7.30 pm 
OXFORDSHIRE                                in Kennington Village Hall 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Cllr. Charlett in the chair 
Present:  
Cllr. Baggott  
Cllr. Cobb 
Cllr. Ellis  
Cllr. Holland  
Cllr. Mrs. Horseman  
Cllr. Jennings 

Cllr. Johnston  
Cllr. Mason  
Cllr. Patterson  
Cllr. Perkins  
Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers 

 
In Attendance:  Mrs. P. Johnston (Clerk), County Councillor Arash Fatemian and 
one member of the public. 
 
Cllr. Charlett welcomed everyone with Christmas Greetings and thanked the 
Chairman in his absence for his generous gift of refreshments before the meeting.  
 
3908. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
There were no items raised.  
 
3909. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
Apologies were received from Cllr. Biggs and Cllr. Swaisland.  
 
3910. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers and Cllr. Baggott declared a personal interest in Item No 3913A 
Kennington Good Neighbours as they were volunteer drivers. Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers and 
Cllr. Mason declared a personal interest in Item 3913B Friends of Kennington Library 
as they were members of the Friends.  
 
3911. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
The minutes of the meeting on 12th November 2009 were approved and signed as a 
correct record. 
 
3912. REPORT OF THE CLERK 
A. Proposed 50 mph speed limit on A4183 Oxford Road- The Clerk attended a 

meeting with Cllr. Fatemian, the Chairman and Clerk to Radley Parish Council 
and Mr Law and three other residents and Anthony Kirkwood of the County 
Council on 19th November to discuss the speed limit from Sugworth Lane to 
Bagley Wood Road. There were a number of issues relating to additional concerns 
about the junction. The Radley residents and councillors favoured a 40mph limit 
along that stretch. Mr Kirkwood advised that he felt a single limit was preferable 
but the decision would be made by the County Councillors on 7th January, 2010. 
The members of the Parish Council felt that it was better to have a single speed 
limit along the length of the road and the majority felt that 50mph was 
appropriate. There was a view that if the police supported a 40mph limit along 
that stretch they would be content.  

B. Progress of the Playbuilder Project- Work on installing the equipment had been 
slow because of the poor weather conditions. Additional work had to be done to 
lay land drainage to the bark pits because of the clay soil. It was hoped that the 
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contractor would complete the main Playbuilder work by Christmas. There were a 
number of additional items on order for the Aiming High part of the project.  

C. Lettering on the bus shelters- Scorpion Signs had been given the order for the 
lettering on the bus shelters and they had installed the lettering.  

D. Re-surfacing under the bus shelters- G & I Ayres had been give the order for 
the work subject for them supplying proof to the County Council that they were 
licensed to work on County Council roads and have sufficient insurance cover.  

E. Installation of the bollards- The Clerk had contacted Mark Francis of the County 
Council Highways. She had supplied him with the approval form for the work on 
the verges. She had yet to confirm the orders until he was satisfied that G & I 
Ayres were able to do the work.  

F. Maps for Grass Cutting Contract- The Clerk requested approval to purchase 
some large scale maps to plot the work needed for the grass cutting. This was 
agreed. 

G. Budget Meeting- The meeting was on Thursday 17th December at 7.30pm.  
H. Carols round the Tree- There was a good attendance at the ‘switch on’ of the 

Christmas Tree lights which was followed by mince pies and mulled wine.  There 
were a number of organisations to thank. St John’s College for the Christmas 
Tree, St Swithun’s Church for the use of the Church which was very successful 
and not least Kennington Band who played so well. The Chairman of the Vale, 
Cllr. Alison Rooke attended the celebration and £175 was raised for her 
Chairman’s Charities which was the Vale House Alzheimer’s Home.  

I. Venture Youth Club- The Clerk and Cllr. Charlett attended a meeting of the 
management committee on Wednesday, 9th December. The club had been awarded 
a substantial grant to have the building upgraded with new equipment following a 
bid by two local girls. There would be leadership support from Paul Lawrence of 
OAYP. As there were new members of the committee and interest from the young 
people, it was hoped that the club would have a good future when it re-opened in 
2010. Cllr. Charlett noted that the lease had expired with the Village Hall and they 
were in negotiation to renew it.  

 
3913. CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUESTS FOR GRANT AID 
A. Kennington Good Neighbours- A request had been made for help with the 

shortfall in advertising compared to the cost of printing the village list. It was 
agreed on a proposition from Cllr. Johnston seconded by Cllr. Patterson to offer a 
grant. Following discussion it was agreed on a proposition by Cllr. Holland 
seconded by Cllr Patterson to give a grant of £350 in the next financial year as the 
community grants budget was committed for the current financial year.  

B. Friends of Kennington Library- A letter had been received from the Friends of 
Kennington Library requesting that the Parish Council grant aid the Literary 
Festival by paying the cost of hiring the Village Centre on 24th April 2010. It was 
agreed on a proposition from Cllr. Patterson seconded by Cllr. Baggott to offer a 
grant. Following discussion it was agreed on a proposition by Cllr. Patterson 
seconded by Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers to give a grant of £200 in the next financial year 
as the community grants budget was committed for the current financial year.   

C. Chairman’s Community Awards Lunch- An invitation had been received from 
the Vale’s Chairman inviting nominations for ‘Unsung Heroes’ to be invited to a 
lunch on 6th March 2010. It was agreed to nominate two people from the village to 
attend.  

D. KEEN- Thank you letter for grant aid. 
E. Multiple Sclerosis Therapy Centre- Thank you letter for grant aid.  
F. OCVA-Thank you email for grant aid.  



 

Page 277 

G. Cumnor Parish Council- Copy of the letter from their clerk on the issues of 
referral of planning applications to the Development Control Committee.  

H. Vale of White Horse District Council- Letter about the additional consultation 
on the Core Strategy Preferred Options. There will be a document agreed at the 
Vale’s Executive on 4th December which will have a consultation period of six 
weeks with a deadline on 29th January 2010. Information sheet for Parish/Town 
Councils. Feedback notes from the Vale Flood Action Group Workshops.  

I. OPFA- Copy of their Annual Report.  
J. CPRE- Copy of their magazine Fieldwork.  
K. Crimestoppers- Letter about the work of Crimestoppers with a poster and an 

article for the parish magazine.  
L. Oxfordshire Business Enterprises- Poster and leaflets on free business advice.  
M. HMRC- Notification of the need to file the end of year forms online.   
N. Mr Hine, The Avenue- The Clerk had received an email from Mr Hine. He was 

commenting on Parish Council expenditure and was complaining that large 
amounts of money were being given to charities outside the village such as the 
Royal British Legion. He had asked for copies of the budget and expenditure for 
2008 and 2009 which the Clerk would supply with a response to his questions 
following the consideration of his letter by the members of the Parish Council. 
The correspondence was discussed and members felt that their decisions on grant 
aiding local and national organisations were in accordance with the policy agreed 
in 2005.  

O. Ms Thurley, Poplar Grove- She had sent an email to the Clerk commenting 
favourably on the hedge planting at Kendall Copse. She would like more trees 
planted in the verge along Poplar Grove. A reply would sent to her saying this 
would be considered for funding in the next financial year.  

P. Mr McLean, Poplar Grove- He had sent an email suggesting that the bollards 
should be placed in the verge near the War Memorial and not as had been decided 
on the verge nearest St Swithun’s School. The Clerk would send him a reply 
detailing the history of this decision.   

Q. Mrs Leggett, Poplar Grove- A letter had been received from Mrs Leggett. She 
objected to the expenditure on the lettering on the bus shelters. She said that there 
were more important issues needing repair in the village including the leaking 
gutter on the village hall which causes problems on the steps between the Village 
Hall and the Social Club. She also mentioned the repairs needed to the Poplar 
Grove pavement. The Clerk would reply to the issues she had raised.  

R. Flood Action Group- The request for funding for a bund in the field to the north 
of No1a Kennington had been refused. The Vale did not think the project had 
been worked on sufficiently to prove it was feasible.  

S. Kennington Village Hall- The Vale had sent a questionnaire relating to the noise 
complaints at the Village Hall. They needed the information about who were the 
owners of the Village Hall amongst other questions. The Clerk was replying that 
the Parish Council was the custodian trustee.  

T. New Waste Collection and Recycling Services- The Vale had invited one 
member of the Parish Council to attend a briefing at the Abbey Room Abingdon 
on 17th December from 5.30pm. It was agreed that Cllr. Mason would attend.  

U. Parish Precept- Notification had been received from the Vale about the tax base 
for the next financial year. This was £1719.00 which was the amount raised by a 
charge of £1 on the number of Band D properties in the parish. The Parish Precept 
request must be received at the Vale by 31st January 2010.  

V. Vale Community Safety - A copy of their Winter newsletter had been received.  
W. Thames Valley Police- A copy of this month’s Rural Abingdon Neighbourhood 

newsletter had been received.  
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X. River Thames Society-A copy of their magazine Thames Guardian had been 
received.  

Y. Bus Routes 31 and x30- Details of the revised bus stop marking to be installed at 
the top of Hinksey Hill.  

 
3914. FINANCIAL REPORT AND ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
Statement of Bank Accounts as at 30th November 2009 
Community Account                                                                              £500.00
Business Premium Account.                                                                    £74,819.61
Earmarked Funds Account £31,540.52
National Savings Investment Account                              £7,920.47

Sub total £114,780.60
Less outstanding cheques -£116.46

Total £114,664.14
Charity Land B.P.A.                                                                               £167.25

 
Direct Debit 

Virgin Media 
Telephone and Internet -December 

£32.79 

 
Payments Received 

Oxfordshire County Council 
Aiming High Grant Aid 

£18,941.00 

 
The financial report and accounts for payment were agreed on a proposition by Cllr. 
Patterson seconded by Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers.  
 
Accounts paid  

Cheque No. 
105… 

   Power to Act 
 

059 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Expenses for November 

£114.66 LGA 1972 

060 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s salary for November less tax 

£992.42 LGA 1972 

061 HM Revenue and Customs 
Clerk’s and Warden’s Tax and Employers NI 

£398.24 LGA 1972 
 

062 Mr A Pope  
Wages less tax for December 
Gross wages 5 weeks litter collection @ 
£52.50 per week 

£210.10 LGA 1972 
 

063 Mr P Biggs 
Chairman’s Quarterly Allowance 

£123.50 LGA 1972 
 

064 Society of Local Council Clerks 
Annual membership 

£135.00 LGA 1972 

065 St Johns College No3 Domestic Account 
Rent for Forest Side 25/12/09-24/03/10 

£312.50 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

066 Public Works Loan Account 
Repayment of loan for Village Hall 

£2,118.53 LGA 1972 

067 Euroffice 
Toner for printers 

£128.52 LGA 1972 

068 Oxford Said Business School Ltd 
Photocopying  

£19.87 LGA 1972 

069 Berinsfield Community Business 
Village Maintenance 

£339.59 LGA 1972 

070 Oxfordshire Association for the Blind 
Grant Aid 

£125.00 LGA 1972 
S137 

071 South and Vale Carers Centre 
Grant Aid 

£200.00 LGA 1972 
S137 
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072 Sue Ryder Care-Nettlebed Hospice 
Grant Aid 

£25.00 LGA 1972 
S137 

073 Kennington Village Hall 
Hire of rooms 

£62.50 LGA 1972 

074 River Thames Society 
Annual Membership 

£15.00 LGA 1972 
S137 

075 Abingdon and District Citizens Advice Bureau 
Grant Aid 

£425.00 LGA 1972 

076 Mrs P Johnston 
Postage 

£8.28 LGA 1972 

077 Kennington4Fairtrade 
Grant Aid 

£185.00 LGA 1972 
S137 

078 Southern Electric 
Electricity for War Memorial 

£34.01 War Memorial Act 
1923 

079 Mrs P Johnston 
Refreshments for Carols around the Tree 

£91.92 S137 LGA 1972 

080 Vale of White Horse District Council 
Servicing of 7 Dog Bins July –Sept 09 

£351.11 LGA 1972 

 
3915. REVIEWING AND PLANNING 
Cllr. Mason presented his report about enhancing the landscape of the village by 
planting trees and shrubs. The Clerk explained that she had investigated the issue of 
planting the highway verges with officers of the Vale and found it was not possible in 
many areas such as Poplar Grove because of buried utilities such as water pipes and 
electricity cables. It was agreed to consider putting in a small budget for tree planting 
at the Finance meeting. The Clerk was asked to write to the County Council to obtain 
their current policy on planting in highway verges.  

 
3916. REPORTS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
Kennington Playing Fields Association- Cllr. Johnston reported that the cleaner of 
the Playfield Road pavilion had retired and they were looking for a replacement 
person to work 2 hours a week.  
 
3917. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 
Cllr. Cobb- He mentioned that he was pleased that the potholes had been repaired at 
the north end of Kennington Road. He was pleased to see the planting of the hedge at 
Kendall Copse and the renewal of the fence.  
Cllr. Baggott- He had been asked to mention the difficulty of access to the Church 
Hall. He wondered if the pavement could be raised to the double doors to allow access 
by an electric wheelchair. The Clerk would write to the County Council.  
Cllr. Holland- He was concerned at the slope that had been created across footpath 
No 2 from Rowles Close to Kennington Road to allow access to the building site 
behind Edward Road. The Clerk would write to the County Council and the Vale.  
 
3918. REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Cllr. Fatemian spoke about his work in the village to get the potholes repaired and the 
roundabout at the Upper Road/Kennington road junction re-painted. He had been 
asked for a more detailed report on Redbridge Hollow and an officer would be 
working on this once he returned from holiday. The Redbridge railway bridge would 
be replaced by a modern structure in early 2011. He had asked that there should be a 
temporary pedestrian and cycle bridge erected during the work. He was trying to 
arrange a meeting with an officer, Peter Ronald, to discuss the issue of the 
roundabouts and the humps in the village. The budget would be discussed in the next 
two months and would be decided in February. He had been nominated as the cycling 
champion for the County Council and would be interested in any ideas that would 
encourage more cycling in the county. There were suggestions of cycle lessons for 
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older people and the re-introduction of the idea to build a Wootton to Abingdon cycle 
path.  
 
3919. REPORT OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Cllr. Jennings had attended the District Council meeting the previous day. He reported 
that the ruling group had promised that they were protecting front line services. 
However an error in the accounting of the balances in previous years meant that there 
was £700,000 which was not recoverable. The ruling group’s budget had just been 
released but he had not had a chance to look at it in detail so could not comment. 
Radio Oxford reported that there would be cuts. He was pleased the ruling group had 
backed down from their proposals to reduce Parish Councils’ involvement in the 
planning process. They said they want to improve the process but he would oppose 
any sidelining of the parishes.  
 
Cllr. Patterson spoke about a meeting he had attended where Sarah Thornton, Chief 
Constable of Thames Valley Police, reported that the Vale area had a reduction of 
25% in serious crime. It was now the safest place in England. He felt this was because 
the Area Commander, Andy Boyd, was very effective.  He explained that the Audit 
Commission had rated the four rural Districts and the County Council at a level 3 
which was Good and Oxford City at level 2 which was Adequate. He responded to 
Cllr. Jennings remarks on the Vale’s accounting error by explaining it was human 
error and there had been no financial loss to the council. In response to questions he 
said that there was an internal investigation to identify the staff involved and whether 
there would be any disciplinary actions.  He described the difficult budget position 
and that there had to be a £1million savings each year for the next five years. The  
budget would be out for a six week consultation period. Some of the ideas to reduce 
costs involved more joint working with South Oxfordshire. There would be no 
community grants for a year. The local service point in Wantage would be closed. 
There would be reductions in the sports development team. In all it was anticipated 
that fourteen staff would be made redundant. The Vale would have the 11th lowest 
Council Tax in England despite an increase of 3.9%.  
 
There were a number of questions from members who were concerned about the 
budget and the loss of staff and removal of grants to Parish Councils. There was a 
question on the closure of the swimming pool at the White Horse Leisure and Tennis 
Centre. Cllr. Patterson explained that the problem with the burst pipes to the 
swimming pool would be resolved by 19th December after a six weeks closure.  
 
Meeting Closed – 9.05pm   
 
 
 
Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


