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KENNINGTON                                       Minutes of the Meeting held on 
PARISH COUNCIL Thursday 9th December 2010 at 7.30 pm 
OXFORDSHIRE                                in Main Hall, Kennington Village Centre 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Cllr. Biggs in the chair 
Present:  
Cllr. Baggott  
Cllr. Charlett  
Cllr. Ellis 
Cllr. Feather  
Cllr. Jennings 

Cllr. Johnston 
Cllr. Patterson  
Cllr. Mason 
Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers 
Cllr. Swaisland.

Cllr. Mrs Horseman 
 
In Attendance:  Mrs. P. Johnston (Clerk), County Councillor Arash Fatemian, 
County Councillor Judith Heathcoat, John Jackson-Director of Community Services 
for the County Council and over 100 members of the public.  
 
Before the Parish Council meeting, the Chairman welcomed Cllr. Judith Heathcoat 
and Mr Jackson. They had been invited by Cllr. Fatemian to talk about the plans to 
close 20 libraries from the 43 in Oxfordshire including the Kennington Library. Cllr. 
Fatemian spoke first and said he would be fighting for this local service as he had 
been a volunteer at the library when he was younger. He said there would be work on 
developing a model for a community led library. He said that already there was a 
good basis for this type of library as Kennington had an active Friends group and was 
located in local community facilities. Cllr. Heathcoat said that the County Council 
was facing severe cuts and the proposals for the service reductions were not finalised. 
She said that before this became evident the County Council had joined another 
authority to do research on a new model of community library. She said she hoped 
that this could be the pattern for communities whose libraries lost County Council 
funding.   Mr Jackson outlined the timetable of the process and said the initial 
proposal would be considered by the County Cabinet in January 2011 followed by a 
public consultation from March to May 2011. At the end of the consultation period 
there would be work on creating a model for an alternative volunteer led library. The 
final proposal would be voted on in October 2011. They would be working with the 
staff that would be losing their jobs between October and December 2011 and any 
library to be closed would be decommissioned from January to June 2012. He said the 
statistics showed that Kennington Library had only 17 visitors per hour. They had 
chosen the 20 named libraries as they only served 18% of the users of libraries.  
 
After the initial presentations, the Chairman invited the Parish Councillors to speak 
and ask questions. Cllr. Johnston and Cllr. Patterson asked about other opportunities 
to generate income and working with other authorities to reduce senior officer costs as 
was done in the Vale. Cllr. Baggott asked about the statistics that had been used to 
decide which libraries were chosen. Cllr. Swaisland who was also Chairman of the 
Friends of Kennington Library said he understood that the Public Library Act 1964 
required that the local authority was obliged to provide a comprehensive and efficient 
library service. He felt that if cuts were to be made they should be shared by all the 
libraries. Cllr. Jennings was very concerned about the future of the library and hoped 
that any increase in usage would be reflected in the decision. Cllr. Charlett who was 
also Chairman of the Village Hall Management was concerned with the effect on the 
finances of the Village Hall at the loss of the rental of £3,000. He felt that the 
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comments of the Leader of the County Council had not been helpful saying that they 
would not take any notice of protests. Cllr. Mason said that the County Council 
should look to the plans of other councils who were spreading the cost reductions over 
the whole service and not closing most of the rural and small libraries. These 
questions and statements were responded to by Cllr. Heathcoat. She said that it would 
not be sufficient to spread the cuts across all libraries as the fixed costs would still 
have to be paid. She said that they had looked at other reductions in senior staff and 
other matters. She confirmed that there was still a possibility that the proposals could 
be modified and she welcomed practical suggestions to reduce costs. The Chairman 
invited members of the public to express their views. Sylvia Vetta of the Friends of 
Kennington Library spoke enthusiastically in favour of keeping all the small and rural 
libraries as they were a valuable educational and social resource.  She said that it was 
vital that the library had access to the Galaxy network which could only be used by a 
professional librarian because of data protection issues. Any community model would 
wither away without the modern resources used by the library system. There followed 
a number of people endorsing this view and expressing concern about the staff and the 
lack of details on the proposals and the statistics behind the decision. The Chairman 
called an end to the discussion and invited the two guests to sum up. Cllr. Heathcoat 
said she would welcome receiving by email the views of the public and she left her 
contact details to be circulated locally. She said that it was at the start of the process 
and that she would hope that the Parish Council would make representation during the 
official consultation period. The Chairman thanked Cllr. Heathcoat and Mr Jackson 
for coming and answering all the questions and hearing the views of the public. There 
was a brief adjournment before the main part of the meeting started.   
 
4042. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
There were no items raised.  
 
4043. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
Apologies were received from Cllr. Cobb and Cllr. Perkins. 
 
4044. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest.  
 
4045. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
The minutes of the meeting on 11th November 2010 were signed as a correct record.  

 
4046. ACTIONS FOLLOWING THE PRESENTATION ON THE PROPOSED 

LIBRARY CLOSURE 
There was a brief discussion on the next steps.  It was agreed to write and thank Cllr. 
Heathcoat and Mr Jackson for attending and to express the view that the Parish 
Council supported the library in Kennington and did not wish it to close and when the 
official consultation was available to make a more detailed response. In the meantime 
the Parish Council would support the efforts of the Friends of Kennington Library. 
 
4047. MICRO HYDRO GENERATION PROJECT AT SANDFORD WEIR  
It was decided to defer this item until the next meeting.  

 
4048. REPORT OF THE CLERK 
A. Fairtrade Village Sign- The Clerk had received the designs and quotations from 

Falcon signs and Scorpion signs. It was agreed to defer a decision on the 
quotations until the next meeting.  
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B. Highways- Following logging the highway faults reported by members of the 
public and members of the council she had received a call from Mr Softley, Local 
Highways Representative at the County Council. He explained that he could get 
dangerous potholes repaired relatively quickly but any item that needed a repair to 
the carriage or foot way would be sent to be assessed against others in the county. 
He had arranged repair of potholes in Kennington Road, the footpath outside No 9 
Manor Grove and outside the school. He said that he would do some limited 
repairs to potholes in Bagley Wood Road from The Avenue to St Swithun’s Road. 
The Clerk asked about the area in Bagley Close where the surface had been 
damaged by a car being set on fire. He said that would be assessed but it was 
likely not to be done as the cost of repairing a concrete road was higher than a 
tarmac road. This problem applied to the bus lay-by outside St Swithun’s School 
which had been reported for repair over the years. In addition the hump outside 
No 55 Kennington Road had been checked and found to be within the correct 
height range.  

C. The Links Play Area- The Play Area Working Group met for the last time on 
29th November. They reviewed the final facilities in the play area and agreed that 
it was not appropriate to hold an opening ceremony as the facility had been in use 
for a number of months. The Clerk had created a questionnaire which was in the 
Kennington Chronicle and would be circulated to the school, play group and 
toddler group. It invited parents to form a “Friends of the Links” group to organise 
activities and perhaps provide refreshments in the school holidays from the 
pavilion. There was a new fund that could grant aid activities.  The Clerk had 
completed an updated report for the Aiming High grant and had written to the 
Head Teacher of Kingfisher School to ask if there was a way to involve parents of 
children with disabilities with the play area.  

D. Forest Side dirt cycle track- The Clerk had received confirmation that St Johns 
College had given approval of a dirt track for children to use at Forest Side. A 
number of the members of the Play Area Working Group will be going on a tour 
of similar tracks in Oxfordshire on 10th December. The Clerk had asked 
Wicksteeds to give her a quotation for a professionally designed pump track in 
order to give some indication of the cost for planning purposes. It may be possible 
to apply for a grant of 85% of the cost from WREN. 

E. Kennington Pool- The Clerk had been in contact with BBOWT and they had 
obtained the agreement of the Vale to do limited work at the Kennington Pool. 
The report that was written by BBOWT on the management of the pool had been 
received. As the Oxfordshire Conservation Volunteers were very busy it was 
likely the work would have to wait until after the 2011 bird breeding season.  

F. Highway and Playing Fields Grass Cutting Contract- The Clerk had contacted 
the successful company Continental Landscapes and there was a meeting on 6th 
December with the Chairman, Vice-chairman and Cllr. Baggott to meet the 
contact manager James Olphin. The Clerk had thanked the other companies for 
their bids and told them they were not successful.  

G. Carols round the Tree- The carol service at the switch on of the Christmas Tree 
Lights was very well attended. All the mince pies and mulled wine was consumed 
very quickly. The collection for the local charity, Helen House, raised £220.  

H. Lease for the Kennington Playing Fields Association – Julia Kent was working 
on the new lease. The plan for the Land Registry needs to be redrawn slightly to 
show the boundary of the playing fields as well as the Links Play area.  
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4049. CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUESTS FOR GRANT AID     
A. Abingdon and District CAB- A letter had been sent for the CAB requesting a 

grant towards their work. They had provided a breakdown of the type of cases 
they have handled from residents of Kennington. It was resolved to offer a grant 
of £425.00.  

B. South and Vale Carers Centre- A letter had been received explaining that they 
have lost their funding from the County Council for general support for carers. 
They are focussing on supporting Young Carers and are requesting a grant 
towards this work.  It was resolved to offer a grant of £200.00. 

C. Nicola Blackwood MP- Copy of a letter from Bob Neil MP to the MP 
acknowledging the receipt of the Parish Council’s comments on the consultation 
on the proposed referendum to veto excessive council tax increases. The 
Department for Communities and Local Government had not published their 
response yet.  

D. Vale of White Horse District Council- Letter from the Vale about the new waste 
service and free Christmas parking and a copy of Unvaled. Letter from the 
Chairman of the Vale thanking the Parish Council for their nomination to the 
Caring for the Vale lunch and offering a copy of the pictures taken. The Clerk had 
requested a copy.  

E. NHS Oxfordshire- Letter about their magazine HealthNews being discontinued.  
F. CPRE- Copy of their magazine Fieldwork and their Christmas Gift Catalogue,  
G. Commercial brochures/information from the following companies- Came & 

Company insurance, Simon Escreet of Land and Property Registration, SMP, RBS 
Software 

H. River Thames Society- Copy of their magazine Thames Guardian. 
I. South Oxfordshire District Council– Letter to inform the council that the 

Proposed Submission Core Strategy was out for consultation. The details were 
available on www.southoxon.gov.uk/corestrategy The deadline for comments was 
21st January 2011.  

J. Bakewell, Bagley Wood Road- He had sent an email requesting that the hedges 
are trimmed in Bagley Wood Road. It was agreed to ask him which areas he was 
concerned about.  

                                                                  
4050. FINANCIAL REPORT AND ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
Statement of Bank Accounts as at 30th November 2010 
Community Account                                                                              £500.00
Business Premium Account.                                                                   £19,456.65
Earmarked Funds Account £31,556.24
National Savings Investment Account                              £7,941.97

Sub total £59,454.86
Less outstanding cheques £170.04

Total £59,284.82
Charity Land B.P.A.                                                                                £165.03

 
Direct Debit 

Virgin Media 
Telephone and Internet -December 

£38.28 

 
Accounts paid 

Cheque No. 
105… 

   Power to Act 
 

288 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Expenses for November 

£114.66 LGA 1972 

http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/corestrategy


 

Page 346 

289 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s salary for November less Tax 

£992.42 LGA 1972 

290 Mr A Pope 
Village Warden’s wages for December 
5 weeks @ £52.50  

£262.50 LGA 1972 

291 Mr M Hutton 
Play Area Warden’s wages for December 
5 weeks @ £22.50  less tax 

£90.10 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

292 HM Revenue and Customs 
Tax and Employer’s NI 

£368.24 LGA 1972 

293 GBS-re Public Works Loans 
Loan repayment for the Village Hall 

£2,118.53 LGA 1972 

294 The Society of Local Council Clerks 
Membership subscription 

£135.00 LGA 1972 

295 St Johns College No 3 Domestic Account 
Rent for Forest Side 

£312.50 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

296 Kennington Social and Sports Club 
Bar drinks for troops attending Remembrance 
Day in 2009 and 2010 

£218.40 S137 LGA 1972 

297 Berinsfield Community Business 
Village Maintenance and Strimming 
boundaries of cemetery 

£467.30 LGA 1972 

298 Kennington Village Hall 
Hire of rooms 

£73.40 LGA 1972 

299 Vale of White Horse District Council 
Servicing 8 dog bins 

£409.98 Litter Act 1983 

300 Southern Electric 
Electricity for War Memorial  

£34.00 War Memorial 
Act1923 

304 Mrs P Johnston 
Refreshments for Carols around the Tree 

£147.84 S137 LGA 1972 

305 Oxford Said Business School Ltd 
Photocopying 

£16.64 LGA 1972 

306 River Thames Society 
Annual Subscription 

£15.00 S137 LGA 1972 

307 TCL 
Landscape maintenance of the Links play area  

£97.91 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

308 Mr P Biggs 
Quarterly Chairman’s Allowance 

£123.50 LGA 1972 

 
From Playing Fields Association Grant 

Cheque No. 
105… 

   Power to Act 
 

301 Commercial Finance 
Invoice from Monro South re Fleet Superwhite 
Powder 

£160.29 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

302 Southern Electric 
Electricity for Pavilion Forest Side 

£73.62 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

303 Southern Electric 
Electricity for Pavilion Playfield Road 

£233.54 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

 
4051. MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE 
The minutes of the Planning Committee on 2nd November 2010 were noted. 
 
4052. REPORTS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
Kennington Playing Fields Association- Cllr. Johnston reported that at the last 
meeting the association had agreed to welcome a Friends group for the new play area 
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at The Links as long as any activities did not clash with match days. They were still 
waiting for the renewal of the lease. A request that had been made by a dog walker 
about using the flood lights had been considered. A reply had been sent that if they 
wanted to have a representative on the committee and one of the dog walkers 
undertook to turn the lights on and off they had no objection.  
Kennington4Fairtrade-Cllr. Mason reported that the presentation of the Fairtrade 
status certificate would be on 15th January at 10.30am in the Village Hall.  He had 
heard from Jill Evans that St Swithun’s School would be working to become a 
Fairtrade School.  

 
4053. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 
Cllr. Baggott- He wanted to know when the Salt Bins would be delivered. The Clerk 
replied that the order had been lost by the County Council and she was waiting for a 
response from the Area Steward. He asked if a mirror could be erected opposite the 
church drive way to allow a clearer view of oncoming traffic. There was a discussion 
on the matter and the Clerk undertook to find out the County Council’s policy on the 
issue.  
Cllr. Johnston-He had noted that there was dog loose in Bagley Wood Road because 
of a hole in the fence of one of the properties.  
Cllr. Mason-He asked about whether the gritting of the main roads through the 
village had been raised to priority one. The Clerk said she thought it was still priority 
two according to the County Council’s website.   
 
4054. REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Cllr. Fatemian followed up his earlier comments on the library. He said that he hoped 
people would be sensitive to the position of the staff as they were not supposed to 
comment and would be anxious about their future. He would follow up the issue of 
the Salt Bins and ask if the Area Steward could attend the next meeting of the Parish 
Council. He said that the work on the railway bridge had been suspended for 10 days 
from 10th to 20th December to allow easier access for Christmas shoppers travelling to 
Oxford. He had been assured that the 35 bus route would be gritted to allow the buses 
to travel through the village if the weather turned snowy. He had to put back his 
monthly surgery by a week in December.  
 
4055. REPORT OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Cllr. Jennings said he had spoken against the Simpson’s Way development. It had 
been rejected by the Development Control committee because there was insufficient 
social/low cost housing. It was now with the applicant to either alter the plans or 
appeal.  
 
Cllr. Patterson reported on two property developments. The Vale of White Horse 
District Council was close to signing an agreement that would kick-start the 
refurbishment of Abingdon's Abbey Shopping Centre formally known as Bury Street 
Precinct. The Council's Executive agreed in November, subject to scrutiny, for the 
Vale to enter into a new long-term lease agreement with Scottish Widows Investment 
Partnership that included the refurbishment and partial redevelopment of the Abbey 
Shopping Centre. Also there would soon be an announcement about the 
redevelopment of the Westway Shopping Centre in Botley. He said that the 
government’s plans for a grant to match fund District Councils’ proposals for new 
housing seemed to be up in the air. He said that there would be no increase in the 
Council Tax for District and County Councils in 2011/12 as they would be supported 
by 2.5% of funding from Central Government however this did not apply to Town 
and Parish Councils or the Police Authority. Cllr. Charlett commented on the 
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statement that Cllr. Patterson had made at the Development Control committee about 
the number of low cost houses on the Simpson’s Way development. He agreed that 
Cllr. Patterson was correct in pointing out the developers’ view that they could not 
afford it was likely to be used by others to get around the policy on low cost housing.  
 
Meeting Closed – 8.50pm   
 
 
Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


