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KENNINGTON                                       Minutes of the Meeting held on 
PARISH COUNCIL Thursday 13th December 2007 at 7.30 pm 
OXFORDSHIRE                                in Rooms 2/3 of the Village Centre  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Cllr. Biggs in the chair 
Present:  
Cllr. Baggott  
Cllr. Charlett 
Cllr. Ellis 
Cllr. Holland  
Cllr. Mrs. Horseman  

Cllr. Johnston  
Cllr. Mason  
Cllr. Patterson  
Cllr. Perkins 
Cllr. Swaisland  

In Attendance:  Mrs. P. Johnston (Clerk) and one member of the public. 
 
3589. MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
There were no matters raised by members of the public 
 
3590. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers, Cllr. Jennings, Cllr. Auton 
 
3591. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING  
The minutes of the meeting on 8th November 2007 were signed as a correct record.  
 
3592. DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
Cllr. Johnston and Cllr. Perkins declared a personal interest in item 3594 A as they 
were the Parish Council’s representatives on the Playing Fields Association 
Committee. Cllr. Johnston declared a personal interest in item 3594 N as he was 
married to the Clerk.  
 
3593. DATES FOR MEETINGS IN 2008 
The Clerk had prepared a list of meeting dates for 2008 which was agreed.  
 
3594. REPORT OF THE CLERK 
A. To discuss the joint meeting with the Playing Fields Association –Cllr. Biggs, 

Cllr. Charlett and the Clerk met Dave Kingsbury and George Ross of the Playing 
Fields Association on 4th December. George had prepared a breakdown of the 
revenue costs for this financial year to date. It showed that there was a gradual 
increase in the costs of items such as the utilities that meant the annual grant of 
£8,500 was not covering these regular items. The only other income the 
Association receives was £850 each from the three clubs, Kennington Athletic, 
Kennington United Football Club and the Cricket Club. This income was used to 
cover the cleaning and administration costs. George provided a list of capital 
items that had been identified as needing urgent action. These included the cost of 
removing the shed at Forest Side which was estimate at £1,506.82 by Enterprise 
Accord. There was also the need for new bark safety surface for the play areas at 
about £4,000 and the resurfacing of Forest Side car park at £10,000. In addition 
work was needed to trees and to remove graffiti on the pavilion at Playfield Road. 
The Association appreciated the continued help from the Parish Council and 
would be willing to consider increasing the annual fees to the users if there was an 
increase in the grant aid. There was agreement to see if the shed could be removed 
using volunteer labour. Dave said that they intended to paint the storage container 
in the Spring.  It was agreed that the meeting had been very valuable and 
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constructive. There was a long discussion on the grant and whether or not the 
major cost of the insurance could be reduced. It was agreed that the Association 
had worked well in maintaining the asset of the playing fields over many years 
and if the Parish Council had to manage it directly it would cost more. The 
Chairman explained that there was a link between the grant and the fees for each 
club which were equivalent to a tenth of the grant. It was therefore agreed to 
consider an increase to £10,000 at the finance meeting subject to an increase in the 
fees to the clubs. The capital items relating to the play areas would have to be 
deferred until the conclusion of the work of the play areas working group.  

B. To discuss the meeting with Network Rail about Cow Lane- Cllr. Charlett and 
the Clerk met Alan Deverill of Network Rail on 4th December. They looked at the 
condition of Cow Lane. Mr Deverill said he felt that Network Rail could 
undertake to dig out the worst areas and lay some type 1 surfacing. He would 
arrange for their contractor to price this option. He welcomed the idea of a barrier. 
Network Rail would provide their own padlock which meant it was easy for them 
to access the railway. The Clerk had received a quotation for a manual vehicle 
barrier 3.4mtr wide from Enterprise Accord at a cost of £1,174.51. It was agreed 
to get further quotations for a barrier. The Clerk explained that the cost of the 
barrier could be taken from the earmarked funds for Cow Lane. The members 
were pleased on the progress on this matter.  

C. To decide on the removal the old bus shelters and installation of the new litter 
bins- The Clerk had purchased the two litter bins at a cost of £274.00 and had an 
order in for two new bus shelters at the Kenville Road stops for £7,258.00. The 
bus shelters should be installed in early February. The old ones need removing 
and the Clerk had obtained two estimates. D & N would charge £120.00 each to 
install the litter bins and £420.00 to remove the two bus shelters. Enterprise 
Accord would charge £227.81 for each bin and £353.71 for removing the two bus 
shelters. It was agreed to accept the quotation from D & N.  

D. To agree replacement of the wooden steps at Rowles Close- Following the 
report of someone falling on the steps, the Clerk had obtained an estimate for new 
concrete steps and a handrail for £465.00 from D & N Contractors. This land was 
owned by the Davies Brothers and permission would need to be obtained to 
undertake this work if agreed. It was felt that as there was uncertainty about 
whether or not the planning application for a new house which would take its 
access into Rowles Close was to go ahead it was not sensible to go ahead. A 
minor alteration using chicken wire to cover the tread was suggested as an cheaper 
alternative.   

E. To note the progress of the Play Areas Working Group- There was a 
successful site meeting on 17th November. The Clerk had prepared a questionnaire 
which would be included in the Kennington Chronicle for January. It was agreed 
to encourage as many people to complete it as possible. Additional copies of the 
questionnaire would be printed to give out at the school, playgroup and toddlers 
group.  

F. To note the latest developments of the Community Wood- The Friends of the 
Community Wood had been set up on 26th November. The Chairman was Roger 
Gelder and the Secretary Pam Johnston. The next meeting of the committee would 
be on 7th January and there would be a planting day on Sunday 13th January.  This 
would involve the support of members of Earthwatch and it was estimated that 
about 1000 standard trees would be planted in the east field away from the power 
lines. The Friends were looking for suggestions for a name for the wood which 
would relate to historic field names, people or places linking Kennington and 
South Hinksey.  

 



 

Page 116 

G. To consider request from residents 
a. Mr Pollock, Kennington Road would like the verge cut outside his house. 

This was agreed.  
b. Mr Cummings, Rowles Close would like the Parish Council to write to the 

owner of the plum tree that dropped fruit on footpath No 2 from Upper 
Road to Kennington Road to ask for the branches which overhang the 
footpath to be removed. The Clerk would write to the resident.  

c. Mrs Ferguson, Poplar Grove wanted to request a salt bin to be installed on 
the roundabout at the end of Poplar Grove so that they could salt the access 
road to the new houses. This was not agreed as the access road was 
private.  

d. Mrs Skinner, Colley Wood came to see the Clerk about the problem of the 
Oak tree on the Amenity land. She said her gutters were full of leaves and 
she had to have work done to her drains because of damage from the roots. 
She hoped that the Parish Council could clear her gutters as they had done 
before. The members were sympathetic but agreed that as the land was 
owned by Pye she should approach them for help.  

H. Items reported to Oxfordshire Highways- 
a. The footpath outside 190 Upper Road had been reported. 
b. The poor condition of the Poplar Grove footway from Otter Reach to The 

Avenue had been reported.  
I. Remembrance Day- The parade was very successful again this year and 

hundreds of people attended the moving service at the War Memorial. People 
commented that they appreciated the attendance of the soldiers from Dalton 
Barracks. It was agreed that a letter of thanks was sent to the officer in command 
and a request that the soldiers attended next year. It was especially memorable as 
the widow of one of those recently killed in Iraq laid a wreath. The road closure 
also meant that the service was conducted in quiet and peaceful manner. There 
were many people to thank, including the ex-Servicemen, those from Dalton 
Barracks, the Kennington Band, the Churches, the choir, the uniformed 
organisations, those running the PA equipment and manning the road barriers and 
marshalling the parade and the police.  

J. Carols around the Tree- There was a good turn out again for the lighting up of 
the Christmas Tree and singing carols on 2nd December. The charity collection 
raised a record of £174. About 150 people enjoyed mulled wine, fruit juice, mince 
pies and sausage rolls afterwards. The Kennington (Oxford) Band and St John’s 
College for the tree were thanked.  

K. Training- The Clerk attended the training session on the Code of Conduct. There 
were a few changes from the previous Code which she explained.   

L. Update on items raised by members  
a. Small World Nursery- Cllr. Charlett, Cllr. Ellis and the Clerk met Mr 

Couper and together they agreed a mutually acceptable line for the new 
fence.   

b. Graffiti on By-pass Bridge- The Clerk reported the graffiti to the Vale 
and their contractor Veolia would be removing it. 

M. Response to the Vale Consultation – Cllr. Swaisland and Cllr. Auton had 
produced two papers commenting on the draft Open Space, Sport and Recreation 
Provision Strategy. While Cllr. Swaisland had reviewed the report he was not 
suggesting any particular amendments to the policy. Cllr. Auton had a number of 
additional proposals. It was agreed to submit the two papers on behalf of the 
Parish Council with one amendment to Cllr. Auton’s paper. It was suggested that 
the target should be achieving one green flag per Vale area committee per year.  
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N. Clerk’s Computer- The Clerk’s computer developed a fault on the 12th 
December. She thanked Cllr. Charlett for the loan of his PC so she could complete 
her report. She had taken it to a local expert in Upper Road and he was backing up 
the data and running diagnostic programs. He was confident that it would be 
working next week. The cost of the repair would be £105. It was agreed to 
consider the provision of a laptop purchased by the Parish Council at the finance 
committee so that she would not have to use her own computer for council work.  

O. Your Vale Your Future- The Clerk was alerted to the Background Information 
produced by the Vale that showed that Kennington was the most sustainable 
settlement in the Vale. The Village had had 74 house built in the last 6 years 
which was the third highest in the Larger Villages. It had fewer young people than 
the average and the life expectancy was joint fourth highest at 82.  

 
3595. CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID 
A. Vale and Downland Museum- Request for a small grant to support the museum 

with a major refurbishment in 2008, their Jubilee year. It was agreed on a 
proposition by Cllr. Charlett seconded by Cllr. Mrs Horseman to offer a grant. The 
sum of £25 was agreed on a proposition by Cllr. Holland seconded by Cllr. 
Patterson.  

B. Kennington Youth Club- Letter requesting financial support for additional staff 
to allow an extra evening opening for youth work in the village from September 
2008. The request was accompanied by a DVD on the work of Matrix that 
provided the workers for the club. This request would be considered at the finance 
meeting in January 2008.  

C. Mr & Mrs Gardner- Thank you for the work done to the Paddock Amenity land.  
D. Small World Nursery- Mrs Couper sent an email to let the council know they 

had received the first animals for their little farm, two goats.  
E. Mr Erskine, Colley Wood- He sent a copy of an email that had been missed by 

the Clerk. He was concerned about the condition of the roadway. The Clerk sent it 
on to the highways department and they acted promptly to patch the road. Mr 
Eskine had sent a message of thanks.  

F. OALC County Circular-Copy of the regular briefing including Clerk’s Salary 
Award and Holiday Entitlement, Revise Code of Conduct, Timing of Audit, Local 
Government and Public Involvement in Health Act, Licensing Act guidance, 
Burial Reform, Climate Change competition and Grants for enhancing the 
Countryside.  

G. Public Catalogue Foundation-Request for information on any paintings in oils or 
acrylics owned by the Parish Council.  

H. Validation Checklist to Accompany Planning Applications- Consultation on 
the guidance notes relating to the new national planning application forms.  

I. Oxford City Council- Consultation on the new standard planning application 
forms and the local list requirements. The government wished to standardise the 
submission of planning applications throughout England.  

J. South Oxfordshire District Council- Letter inviting comments on their Core 
Strategy for new development.  

K. Oxfordshire County Council-Details of the review of subsidised bus services in 
Wantage and Faringdon. The only effect on the parish was a new service 31/31N 
starting on 10th December 2007 from Oxford to Wantage which stopped at Bagley 
Wood Sawmill. 

L. Oxfordshire Community Land Trust- Non profit making organisation which 
promoted the use of land to provide low cost housing.  
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M. Vale of White Horse District Council-Leaflet on details of funding surgeries, 
letter about two Vale projects, Project Inspire and The Farmoor Reservoir Pontoon 
Project on the People’s Millions in the Central TV vote and copy of Vale Views.  

N. SLCC- Copy of their magazine The Clerk and details of their new initiative of the 
Institute of Local Council Management and their Conference programme for 
2008. It was agreed that the Clerk could attend the Practitioners Conference in 
February and the National Conference in October.  

O. ORCC-Copy of their review document. 
P. CPRE-Copy of their Countryside Voice magazine. 
Q. Countryside Events-Leaflet from Oxford City featuring the tree planting at the 

Community Woodland.  
R. Thames Valley Police-Leaflet about reduce crime at Christmas time.  
S. River Thames Society-Invitation to the Christmas Lunch on 8th December 2007 

and programme for 2008.  
T. HM Revenue and Customs-Information about paying and submitting forms 

online.  
U. Junior Citizen’s Trust.-Christmas Card. 
V. Brochures- Rhino ramps, Fort Box self storage, Shaw’s, Glasdon, Green Scythe 

Group. 
W. Memorial Field- The Chairman had been approached by the Memorial Field 

Committee for financial assistance with laying the hedge along the Playing Field 
boundary. It was agreed in principle, subject to a written request, to help with the 
project at a similar level as the grant for the fencing they had received in 2006/7 
which had been £500.  

X. Standard National Planning Application Form 1APP- The Vale had written to 
say that the form would go live on 21st January 2008. Any applications should be 
made on this online form. It would be mandatory from 1st April 2008. They 
emphasised that drawings would be rejected if they were not of good quality. 

Y. Review of External Transport Posts- A letter had been received from the 
County Council to say that they would be part funding 50% of the costs to ORCC 
and OCVA for these three transport officers and would expect the District 
Councils to find the other 50% from their own budgets.  

Z. CPRE- Copy of the Fieldwork magazine.  
AA. River Thames Society- Copy of their Thames Guardian magazine. 
BB. Vale of White Horse District Council- Details of the tax base for the next 

financial year which was £1,722.01 and the form for the Parish Precept 
2008/2009. Copy of a bulletin for Town and Parish Councils on environmental 
matters.  

 
3596. FINANCIAL REPORT 
 
Statement of Bank Accounts as at 30th November 2007  
Community Account                                                                              £500.00
Business Premium Account.                                                                    £19,469.60
Earmarked Funds £59,393.43
National Savings Investment Account                              £7,392.54

Sub total £86,755.57
Outstanding cheque £50.00

Total £86,705.57
Charity Land B.P.A.                                                                               £169.52

 
Direct Debit 

Virgin Media 1st December 2007 
Internet and telephone charges 

£27.96 
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The financial report and accounts for payment were agreed on a proposition by Cllr. 
Patterson seconded by Cllr. Swaisland.  
 
Accounts to be paid 

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 
 

582 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Expenses for November 

£109.00 LGA 1972 

583 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Net Salary less Tax and NI November 

£953.05 LGA 1972 

584 Mr A Pope  
December Wages less tax 
Gross wages 4 weeks @ £49.98 

£155.92 LGA 1972 

585 HM Revenue and Customs 
Clerk’s and Village Warden’s tax and NI 

£364.76 LGA 1972 

586 Kennington Village Hall 
Hire of rooms 

£56.75 LGA 1972 

587 P Biggs 
Quarterly Chairman’s Allowance 

117.50 LGA 1972 

588 Southern Electric 
War Memorial Electricity 31/08 to 26/11 

£46.23 LGA 1972 

589 The Society of Local Council Clerks 
Membership subscription 

£129.00 LGA 1972 

590 Swintex Ltd 
Two litter bins 

£321.95 Litter Act 1983 

591 Public Works Loans Account 
Loan for Village Hall 

£2,118.59 LG (Misc. Prov.) Act 
1976 

592 P Biggs 
Petrol and petrol can  for litter warden £14.94 
Drop Spreader for War Memorial £26.99  

£41.93 Litter Act 1983 
War Memorials Act 
1923 extended 1948 

593 Mrs P Johnston 
Various items 

£96.81 LGA 1972 
S137 

594 Oxford Said Business School 
Photocopying Oct 

£42.69 LGA 1972 

595 River Thames Society 
Subscription 

£15.00 LGA 1972 

596 South and Vale Carers Centre 
Grant Aid 

£150.00 LGA 1972 
S137 

597 Abingdon and District Citizens Advice Bureau 
Grant Aid 

£375.00 LGA 1972 

598 PA Turney Limited 
Spare parts for blower 

£11.22 Litter Act 1983 
War Memorials Act 
1923 extended 1948 

600 Euroffice Ltd. 
Printer cartridges 

£74.21 LGA 1972 

601 St Johns College No 3 Domestic Account 
Rent for Forest Side 

£312.50 LG (Misc. Prov. ) Act 
1976 

602 Ben Kobus 
Repair of Computer 3 hours @ £35 per hour 

£105.00 LGA 1972 

 
 
From Playing Fields Account  

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 

599 Southern Electric 
Forest Side Electricity 31/08 to 26/11 

£54.44 LG (Misc. Prov.) Act 
1976 
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3597. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
The minutes of the planning committee on 13th November 2007 were noted.  
 
3598. REPORTS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
Kennington Playing Fields Association-Cllr. Johnston apologised for not providing 
a verbal report of the monthly meetings he had attended since being nominated to the 
Association as one of the Parish Council representatives. He said that most of the 
issues had been covered by the joint meeting. He had helped the Association by using 
his professional knowledge to assess the condition of trees on the Playfield Road 
playing field.  
Friends of Kennington Library-Cllr. Swaisland reported on behalf of Cllr. Mrs. 
Rodgers on the last meeting of the Friends. They had decided to continue with the 
coffee mornings although attendance was disappointing. The librarian would be 
purchasing new books soon with the grant money from the Parish Council. Cllr. 
Patterson asked if gifts of books could be made to the library. Cllr. Swaisland said 
they could.  
3599. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 
Cllr. Perkins- He wanted to report a pothole near the mini roundabout at the junction 
of Upper Road and Kennington Road.  
Cllr. Patterson-He asked if the owner of the property by the alley from Woodcroft to 
Upper Road could be asked to cut back their leylandii.  
Cllr. Ellis-He wanted to report obscene graffiti on the pavilion at Playfield Road 
playing field.  
Cllr. Holland-He reported a damaged pavement outside 148/150 Upper Road. He 
said that the right of way sign at the junction of Bagley Wood Road and St Swithun’s 
Road had been knocked down. The verge at No 10 Simpson’s Way had been damaged 
by a vehicle parking regularly on it.  
Cllr. Charlett-He asked if there was any information on creating a No Cold Calling 
Zone. The Chairman would raise this with the Neighbourhood Action Group. Cllr. 
Charlett suggested that an audit of unwanted street furniture should be made and sent 
to Oxfordshire Highways for removal. The Clerk would work out a schedule of roads 
so each member could inspect and report back.  
 
3600. REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Cllr. Johnston spoke of the new commercial bus service along the old A34 which 
would serve Bagley Wood Sawmill. He said that there was likely to be a reduction in 
the subsidies to rural buses. This would have little effect on Kennington as the 35 
route is a commercial one. The County Council would soon be going to tender for a 
new highways maintenance contract. They would be looking for one company that 
could offer design, construction and repair services. The Districts were in discussion 
with the County Council about their waste contracts and it is likely that the County 
Council would opt for the building of an incinerator which would produce energy 
from waste. They had little time choose a solution that would prevent them having to 
pay the increasing land fill tax which could reach £30 million. The majority group 
were preparing their budget. It was not clear what was likely to happen but the 
pressures were great. Cllr. Perkins asked about assistance with the flood damage. Cllr. 
Johnston said the County Council had not qualified for central government resources 
for the repairs needed to schools, highways and the loss of Council Tax income. 
 
3601. REPORT OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Cllr. Patterson reported that the Vale had received their budget settlement from 
Government which was an increase of 2%. This would be inadequate to fund all the 
increases anticipated in the next financial year in particular the increase in the cost of 



 

Page 121 

pensions.  He said that the Vale’s medium term financial plan had been to increase 
the Council Tax by 4.99% each year. The Vale had asked Government if they would 
be allowed to raise their rates to a similar level as neighbouring South Oxfordshire 
District Council (an increase of about 14%), but this was refused. The Vale’s Council 
Tax is currently the ninth lowest of the 238 District Councils in England. Cllr. 
Patterson said there had been a Gypsy & Traveller site survey commissioned as part 
of the South East Plan. It had concluded that locally the City needed no new pitches, 
the Vale was currently over-provided by two pitches and South Oxfordshire needed to 
provide another twenty two pitches. It had highlighted under-provision in Surrey and 
Kent which both needed to develop new sites in nearly every District rather than just 
add to existing provision of pitches. Cllr. Charlett asked if the survey had taken into 
account where travellers wanted to be. Cllr. Patterson said that had been a key part of 
the survey. He said that some of the counties wanted to back out of their commitment 
to the findings of the independent survey as they were now unhappy with the 
conclusions. Cllr. Patterson reported that a preferred bidder for the Old Gaol had been 
selected. The identity of the successful applicant was still confidential until the legal 
documents were signed by both parties. The Vale had offered access to the 
documentation to the Town Council and the representatives of the Community in the 
Old Gaol group (COG) under a confidentiality agreement. Cllr. Patterson said that the 
Local Government Minister, Hazel Blears MP, would be making an announcement 
soon on the housing numbers needed in the South East. The responsibility for the 
Regional Spatial Strategy relating to planning, housing and transport is proposed by 
Government to be transferred to South East England Development Agency (SEEDA) 
from the South East England Regional Assembly (SEERA). Cllr. Patterson agreed 
with a comment that SEEDA might take a different view on housing allocations as 
there was a different composition to the board which included developers. Cllr. 
Patterson had attended an Oxford City Council meeting to speak against the proposed 
Oxford University book depository planned for Osney Mead. The application had 
been refused by the City Council (by 26 votes to 16) and the University was now 
considering whether to appeal or to look for an alternative site. Cllr. Patterson 
reported that the Vale’s waste collection contractor Veolia had suffered damage to 
twenty five of their vehicles at their depot at Thrupp Lane, Radley. The Vale and 
South Oxfordshire were working together on a new joint seven year contract for waste 
collection. There would be weekly collection of food waste but it was likely the dry 
waste and recycling would be alternate fortnightly. It was hoped that West 
Oxfordshire would join with the other two councils. Cllr. Patterson confirmed that he 
believed that there would be one or more incinerators built by the County Council and 
one may be located in the Vale. Cllr. Patterson said the Vale was monitoring air 
quality. The results showed poor air quality in Botley/North Hinksey along the A34 
and in the centre of Abingdon. Cllr. Holland asked if the lottery win by Sustrans 
would mean more cycle tracks in the Vale. Cllr. Patterson said he was not aware of 
any plans. Cllr. Baggott asked about the national travel scheme which would allow 
free bus travel for people who are 60 and over. Cllr. Patterson said that District 
Councils would have to pay the bill for all journeys beginning in their area and he felt 
that it was unlikely that any Government grant would fully fund the scheme.  
 
Meeting Closed – 9.22pm   
 
Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


