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KENNINGTON                                       Minutes of the Meeting held on 
PARISH COUNCIL Thursday 12th February at 7.30 pm 
OXFORDSHIRE                                in Rooms 2/3 of the Village Centre  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Cllr. Biggs in the chair 
Present:  
Cllr. Baggott 
Cllr. Charlett  
Cllr. Ellis 
Cllr. Holland 
Cllr. Mrs. Horseman 
Cllr. Mason  

Cllr. Jennings  
Cllr. Johnston 
Cllr. Patterson (from Item 3781) 
Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers 
Cllr. Swaisland 

 
In Attendance:  Mrs. P. Johnston (Clerk) and a member of the public. 
 
MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
There were no matters raised.  
 
3773. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
Cllr. Auton and Cllr Perkins  
 
3774. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest.   
 
3775. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
The minutes of the meeting on 15th January 2009 were approved and signed as a 
correct record.  

 
3776. REPORT OF THE CLERK 
A. Play Areas Working Group- At the last meeting of the group on 3rd February, 

they approved the landscape designer for the project subject to the Parish 
Council’s agreement. She was Carolyn Place from Anthony Stiff Associates. Her 
costs would be £3,000 for the initial stages of the project. This was confirmed by 
the members of the Parish Council. The design workshop would be on 17th 
February between noon and 3pm at the Playfield Road pavilion. Howie Watkins 
of the Playbuilder Team of the County Council would be helping. The leaflets 
were printed and would be circulated to the local primary schools and the young 
people attending Matthew Arnold in the week before half term. The deadline for 
the Playbuilder application was now 23rd March.  

B. Bus Shelter Cleaning- The Chairman supplied a schedule for the cleaning of the 
bus shelter cleaning. It was approved with one modification suggested by Cllr. 
Holland that it should include a clause relating to the use of solvents that might 
damage the polycarbonate. It was agreed to set a deadline in April and advertise it 
in the Kennington Chronicle and the web site.  

C. Memorial Field Committee AGM- The Chairman of the Memorial Field 
Committee Dr. Leonard invited the members of the Parish Council to attend their 
Annual General Meeting on Wednesday 11th March at 8pm in the Methodist 
Church Hall. Debbie Dance from the Oxford Preservation Trust (OPT) would be 
talking about the land owned by the Trust in the village. He felt that it was 
important that the Memorial Field Committee and the Parish Council should have 
close links. It was hoped that a Councillor would be able to represent the 
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Memorial Field on the OPT committee as they were becoming more active in their 
work on the Green Belt and the flood relief projects.  

D. Litter Pick Weekend 7th- 8th March- The Clerk had been approached by Zoe 
Falk of Sustrans about joining in with their group at the same time as the OxClean 
weekend on 7th March to clear the Thames Path and the Sustrans cycle route in 
Kennington. The Clerk had ordered the litter pick equipment from the Vale for the 
weekend. It was suggested as there was a clash with the Library Festival that there 
should be an additional litter pick day on Sunday 8th March. The Clerk would be 
based at the village hall in the same way as last year. She would arrange to be at 
Sandford Lane to supply equipment to the volunteers wanting to clean up the 
Sustrans track on the Saturday starting at 10am.  

E. Overhanging Trees in Upper Road- Cllr. Baggott had contacted the resident 
about the overhanging vegetation and she had trimmed back her tree. The Clerk 
had written to thank her.  

F. South Hinksey Parish Council- The Clerk had received copy of a letter that had 
been sent from South Hinksey Parish Council to the County Council about the 
speed limit on Foxcombe Road part of which was in Kennington Parish. They 
wanted the speed limit to be 40mph throughout its length. The Parish Council 
agreed to support this request.  

G. The Paddock Amenity Land- The Clerk showed Tracy from Berinsfield 
Community Business the area to be cut back and sprayed on 27th January. A 
quotation was awaited.  

H. Oxford Flood Strategy- Cllr. Charlett and the Clerk attended the informal 
briefing with the Environment Agency. The plans would be published next month 
and would include a proposal for an extra water channel parallel with the Hinksey 
and Seacourt stream and flowing to the Thames through the water meadows at 
Kennington. They believed this would allow extra capacity at the start of a flood 
and prevent West Oxford from flooding. It would be a very expensive option and 
it was being put forward for approval by central government for funding in the 
next few years. Once funding was secured then detailed consultation and design 
work would begin.  

I. Saturday Office- On 7th February, Cllr. Ellis and the Clerk attended the office but 
there were no queries probably as a result of the winter weather.  

J. Flooding in Kennington Road- On the evening of 9th February, a large volume 
of water caused by the snow melt and the heavy rainfall started coming out of the 
blocked culvert under the house in Upper Road. It flooded four properties in the 
village and caused major problems in Kennington Road with water on the road 
and sewage overflow issues. The Fire Brigade responded well and the water 
continued to be pumped out of the gardens a number of days later. It was agreed 
to write to Thames Water about the delay to the repair of the pipe. In addition it 
was felt that the work in Bagley Wood was making things worse as the entrance to 
the culvert which ran between Bagley Close and Colley Wood was without its 
grid which would stop debris entering the pipe.   

K. Highways- The Clerk had reported a number of potholes in Bagley Close, Manor 
Grove, St Swithun’s Road and Kennington Road which had become worse 
because of the winter weather.   
 

3777. CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID 
A. Mrs Birse, The Avenue- An email had been received about the boundary fence 

along the south side of her property which was along the side of the footpath from 
Poplar Grove to The Avenue. She wanted to know who was responsible for it. The 
Clerk had been in contact with her and had suggested that she contact Oxfordshire 
Highways.  
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B. Dr. Leonard, Bagley Wood Road- A letter had been received about the danger to 
children who were emerging into Bagley Wood Road from the path from Upper 
Road. He had witnessed near misses with vehicles going too quickly in Bagley 
Wood Road. He had requested traffic calming to reduce the speed of traffic in the 
road. The members discussed this request. They felt they could not justify the 
request for traffic calming as the road was narrow and most people drove at less 
than 30mph.  

C. Kennington Athletic Football Club- Letter to inform the Parish Council that 
their Annual 7- a side tournament would be held at Forest Side on 25th and 26th 
 April 2009. The Chairman had requested that the club inform residents so that 
they were aware when the tournament was taking place.  

D. Chairman’s Community Awards Lunch- Invitation to nominate a sports person 
from the village to attend the Vale of White Horse District Council’s Chairman’s 
Lunch on 7th March 2009. The Clerk had passed on a suggestion from Kennington 
Cricket Club for Brian Sutton to attend.  

E. Arts “A La Carte” – Details from the Vale about a list of art workshops led by 
local artists that can be put on in venues such as the Village Hall. The Vale might 
help with half of the costs. It was agreed that they would be approached to ask for 
more details.  

F. Vale of White House District Council- Information Sheet for Parish Councils; 
Poster about air quality in Abingdon Town Centre; Email about community 
Grants and details of Vale funding Advice Surgeries.  

G. Victim Support- Thank you letter for the recent grant aid.  
H. SLCC- Details of their Regional Conference at Binfield on 24th March 2009.  
I. Vale Community Safety- Copy of the Winter 2008 newsletter.  
J. Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association- Copy of their magazine Playing Field.                                 
K. Vale House- Letter and raffle tickets for their Grand Draw. 
L. Helen and Douglas House- Letter about holding fundraising activities for the 

charity.  
M. Deadly Cargo- Invitation to a film show on 17th February in Botley about nuclear 

convoys on the A34.  
N. Brochures-George Browns, Littlethorpe Bus Shelters, Technical Surfaces, 

Timberline, Festivelighting, DCK Beavers Ltd-Accounting solutions, Fane 
Landscapes.  
 

3778. FINANCIAL REPORT AND ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
 
External Audit 
A copy of the external auditor’s briefing document had been received from BDO Stoy 
Hayward LLP.   
 
Statement of Bank Accounts as at 31st January 2009–  
Community Account                                                                              £500.00
Business Premium Account.                                                                   £19,399.29
Earmarked Funds Account £51,519.78
National Savings Investment Account                              £7,679.15

Sub total £79,098.22
Less outstanding cheques -£9,883.70

Total £69,214.52
Charity Land B.P.A.                                                                                £3.29

 
Payments Received 

Village Hall Management Committee 
Payment of  costs for litter warden’s work at Village Hall 

£379.08 
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Mrs P Johnston 
Payment by Clerk for printing and Virgin Media installation 

£50.00 

 
Direct Debit 

Virgin Media February 2009 
Internet and telephone charges  
£30 to be paid by Clerk for other services 

£58.41 

 
The financial report and accounts for payment were approved on a proposition by 
Cllr. Charlett seconded by Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers.   
 
Accounts paid 

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 
 

850 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Expenses for January 

£111.29 LGA 1972 

851 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Net Salary January  less Tax  

£968.95 LGA 1972 

852 Mr A Pope  
February Wages less tax 
Gross wages  
4 weeks litter collection @ £51.03 per week 

£163.32 LGA 1972 

853 HM Revenue and Customs 
Clerk’s and Village Warden’s tax and 
Employer’s NI 

£372.33 LGA 1972 

854 Kennington Village Hall 
Hire of Rooms February 2009 
Room hire for Fairtrade £42.00 under s137 

£131.30 LGA 1972 
 

855 RBS Software Solutions 
Clerk’s Training Course 14th January 2009 

£172.50 LGA 1972 
 

856 Vale of White Horse District Council  
Invoices 124131/124064 
Servicing of Dog Bins 01/07/2008-31/12/2008 

£584.72 Litter Act 1983 

857 Ringrose Tree Services Ltd 
Work to trees at Upper Road  re quotation 
15.07.08 

£658.00 LGA 1972 
S137 

858 Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils 
Training Course on Chairmanship  

£46.00 LGA 1972 
 

861 CPRE 
Subscription 

£29.00 LGA 1972  
s137 

862 Oxford Said Business School 
Photocopying 

£7.21 LGA 1972 

863 Dataprint 
Leaflets for children’s design afternoon 17 Feb 

£120.00 LGA 1972 

864 Oxford Green Belt Network 
Subscription  

£15.00 LGA 1972  
s137 

865 Mrs P Johnston 
Postage and Land Registry fees 

£34.58 LGA 1972 

 
From Playing Fields Account 

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 
 

859 Thames Water 
Water for pavilion 7 Oct 2008-14 Jan 2009 

£64.43 LG (Misc. Prov.) Act 
1976 

860 Monro South 
Fleet superwhite powder 

£23.81 LG (Misc. Prov.) Act 
1976 
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3779. VALE OF WHITE HORSE DISTRICT COUNCIL’S CORE 
STRATEGY PREFERRED OPTION DOCUMENT 

Cllr. Swaisland gave a report on the meeting he had attended on behalf of the Parish 
Council. He said that it was not very informative. The Chairman invited comments on 
the document. It was a general view that it was broadly neutral for the village as no 
house building was proposed in the Green Belt. There was a discussion about whether 
or not to support the plan to introduce additional exits and entrances on to the A34 
from Lodge Hill. On taking a poll of the members at the meeting seven were in 
favour, two against, with two undecided. It was therefore decided not to comment on 
that aspect. Cllr. Baggott was concerned about the mention of building envelopes 
around Oxford Said Business School and Chandlings School. It was explained that 
this was to regulate any extensions of large institutions in the Green Belt and did not 
mean they could be re-developed for housing. It was agreed not to submit contrary 
comment on any aspect of the plan as there was broad agreement that it would not 
adversely impact on the village.  

 
3780. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
The minutes of the planning committee on 13th January 2009 were noted.  

 
3781. REVIEWING AND PLANNING  
Cllr. Mason had produced an update on the three topics considered at the last meeting. 
A copy of his report was attached to the minutes.  

A. Young People and the Parish Council- The Clerk confirmed that she had 
written to the Head Teacher at Matthew Arnold School but there had been no 
reply so far. Cllr. Mason said he would contact St Swithun’s Primary School 
to establish links.  

B. Kennington as a Fairtrade Village-The members received the information 
about the Fairtrade4Kennington event on 28th February 2009. They were 
invited to join in Go Bananas at 11am which was to highlight the Fairtrade 
Fortnight by the largest number of bananas eaten on one day. Cllr. Mason 
would ensure publicity for the event.  

C. Plastic Bag Free Village- It was agreed not to request a grant from the 
County Council but to use persuasion to encourage more people to shop with 
their own bags rather than using plastic ones from the shops. It was noted that 
Cllr. Charlett and the Clerk had received good press coverage on the subject in 
the Oxford Mail.  

 
3782. REPORTS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
Kennington Playing Fields Association-Cllr. Johnston reported that he understood 
renewal of the car park at Forest Side had been delayed.  
Friends of Kennington Library- Cllr. Swaisland reminded the members about the 
Library Festival on 7th March 2009.  
Village Hall Management Committee- Cllr. Charlett reported that the management 
committee had decided to keep the ‘Stained Glass’ window that had been installed for 
the pantomime for six months. He invited comments from the members and most 
people agreed with this plan although it was regretted that the window was not lit up 
at night.  
 
3783. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 
Cllr. Ellis- He reported potholes at 50 Meadow View Road, 26a Bagley Wood Road 
and St Swithun’s Road by the sign. He said that there was graffiti on a wall in Kirk 
Close. He described how a company called Apex selling rendering was cold calling 
the area and had called late at night and been very pushy. He wanted a ‘No Cold 
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Calling’ area established in the village.  
Cllr. Jennings- He wanted to know why the railings outside Beaumont Court had not 
been painted. The Clerk explained that the Vale had the authority to enforce the 
planning agreement. She had raised it with the Vale a number of times but they had 
not been successful in getting the work done. It was suggested that as Cllr. Jennings 
was a member of the District Council he could talk to the officers and encourage them 
to be more proactive.   
Cllr. Baggott-He wanted to report potholes at the north end of Kennington Road. The 
Clerk said this had been reported last month.  
Cllr. Charlett-He was concerned by the number of potholes being reported in this 
section of the agenda. He asked that the practise of using a book for members to note 
the potholes would be a better way of recording them. This would allow the Clerk to 
monitor the speed of repairs and to stop duplication. He said he was very impressed 
with the hedge laying in the Playing Field and said that that an estimate should be 
obtained to complete the hedge by the children’s play area. He was dismayed by the 
inconsiderate parking of parents collecting their children from St Swithun’s School. 
He felt a letter should be written to the school asking them to do more to discourage 
the dangerous parking. There was debate about the issue and it was felt that the school 
could not be responsible for the actions of the drivers. The position might improve 
when the responsibility for parking fines was transferred to the local authority.  
 
3784. REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Cllr. Johnston reported that the County Council had approved its budget for the 
coming financial year. There would be 3.75% increase on the Council Tax. He was 
concerned that the savings of £400,000 in Social and Community Services were not 
achievable and that the budget would be over spent. He had been briefed on the 
position at Redbridge Hollow by the lead officer John Parry. In the 2009/2010 
financial year there was £69,000 for developing a single pitch on the site. It was 
expected that there would be more money from central government to create about 
eight additional pitches once the rubbish was removed in the 2010/2011 financial 
year.  
 
3785. REPORT OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Cllr. Jennings reported that the District Council was reviewing the management of the 
Guildhall, Abingdon and Civic Hall, Wantage with the view to giving up the 
responsibility of these buildings. He felt that this was regrettable. He was also 
opposed to fortnightly collections of waste and recycling which would be coming in 
with the new waste collection contract. He was concerned that the new wheelie bins 
would contain microchips which would be measuring the waste collected from each 
household. He felt that this might lead to individual charging for waste collections.  
 
Cllr. Patterson apologised for being late to the meeting but he had been summoned to 
a Scrutiny Committee at the Vale which was discussing concessionary fares. He 
reported that there was to be a re-scheduled meeting on 19th March from 7pm to 9pm 
in the Seacourt Hall, Botley on the Options for Growth document that had been 
discussed earlier in the evening. He encouraged members of the Parish Council to 
attend. He said that the budget was in its final draft. It included many small reductions 
including the withdrawal of free tea and coffee for staff working in the offices. He 
explained the background of the discussions about the future of the Guildhall and 
Civic Hall. When local government was re-organised in 1974 most towns were given 
ownership and became responsible for the management of their civic halls. This had 
not happened in the Vale. It was costing £500,000 to subsidise the running of the two 
buildings. The other two halls in Botley and Faringdon were now run by their 
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Town/Parish Councils. It was the intention to involve Abingdon and Wantage Town 
Councils along with local community and arts groups and therefore there were on-
going talks about future partnership management of the halls.  Members of the Parish 
Council were surprised at the subsidy and they questioned why the rates for hiring the 
rooms did not cover the costs. Cllr. Patterson said that union agreements meant there 
had to be double manning when the halls were open and that the rooms had been let to 
local organisations at a considerable discount. There was further discussion on the 
likely causes and solutions for the future of the halls. Cllr. Patterson reported that the 
final part of the senior management re-organisation had taken place with the 
appointment of the eight Heads of Service. He said that the increase in the Council 
Tax for the Vale would be 4.8% which was a £5.16 increase for a Band D property.  
 
3786. CONFIDENTIAL ITEM 
The Parish Council RESOLVED to exclude the public from the consideration of a 
matter relating to a land holding of the council as approved by the Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and s100 LGA 1972.  
 
Meeting Closed – 9.20pm   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


