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KENNINGTON                                       Minutes of the Meeting held on 
PARISH COUNCIL Thursday 11th February 2010 at 7.30 pm 
OXFORDSHIRE                                in Kennington Village Hall 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Cllr. Biggs in the chair 
Present:  
Cllr. Baggott  
Cllr. Charlett  
Cllr. Ellis  
Cllr. Holland 
Cllr. Mrs. Horseman  
Cllr. Jennings (Until Item 3940 P) 

Cllr. Johnston (From Item 3943) 
Cllr. Mason  
Cllr. Patterson  
Cllr. Perkins 
Cllr. Swaisland

 
In Attendance:  Mrs. P. Johnston (Clerk), County Councillor Arash Fatemian and 
one member of the public. 
 
3936. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
There were no items raised.  
 
3937. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
Apologies were received from Cllr. Cobb and Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers 
 
3938. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest.  
 
3939. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
The minutes of the meeting on 14th January 2010 were approved and signed as a 
correct record with one correction on Page 287 Item 3934 Report of the County 
Councillor the word Cabinet was replaced by Council.  
 
3940. REPORT OF THE CLERK 
A. Grass Cutting Contracts-The Clerk had received a letter from Enterprise to let 

the Parish Council know that from April 2010, the grass cutting contact would 
pass to QCS Grounds and Landscaping Services. She had contacted QCS and 
would be supplying them with a map of the highway verge areas.  

B. Salt Bins-The Clerk had been in contact with an officer at the Highway Office in 
Drayton.  He said it was highly unlikely Kennington could have ten bins as there 
was a cost to the County Council to fill the bins and they would be reluctant to 
agree to allow one village to have that amount of bins which would represent 
about 10% of the total for the whole county. He said that the members need to 
select sites and send them to the area office for approval. If they agreed they 
would fill the bins up each year before the winter, then at least once after a bad 
period of weather. They would be unlikely to fill them during the bad weather. It 
depended on salt stocks. They would replace the bins if damaged through general 
use but expect the Parish Council to do most of the regular maintenance such as 
tidying up spilt salt. It was agreed request five bins: two in Upper Road at Edward 
Road and Kenville Road, one in Playfield Road and one in Manor Grove and one 
on the corner of The Avenue and Poplar Grove.  

C. Premium Bus Route 35-The Clerk had written to Cllr. Keith Mitchell, Leader of 
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the County Council about the request to upgrade the route of the 35 bus to priority 
one. Radley Parish Council had sent a similar request. Louisa Weeks of the 
Oxford Bus Company had written to support the Parish Council. A letter had been 
received from Cllr. Rose. He said staff were busy with the aftermath of the recent 
spell of wintery weather and the new highway contract starting in April. He would 
be in touch with a detailed reply later in the year. 

D. Progress of the Playbuilder Project- There had been no further work on the 
project because of the ground conditions. This was becoming a problem as the 
project had to be open to the public by 31st March 2010.  The Play Area Working 
Group met on 26th January 2010. A name was needed for the official sign being 
produced by the County Council. They decided to rename the play area “The 
Links Play Area”. This would be shorter and more attractive than Playfield Road 
Playing Field Play Area and reflect the former use of the land as a golf course.  
This was agreed by the members of the Parish Council. They discussed the official 
opening and it was suggested that Wesley Smith of BBC Radio Oxford was 
invited to open the play area.  

E. BMX Track-In consultation with the Chairman, the Clerk had arranged for a 
public meeting to be held on Wednesday 24th March 2010 at 7.30pm in the 
Village Hall. She had informed the young BMX riders and encouraged them and 
their families to come along.  

F. Garden Competition-The Chairman arranged an informal meeting with a group 
of members from the Horticultural Society and Parish Councillors on 1st February 
2010.  It was agreed that there would be a change in the procedures to produce the 
shortlisted gardens.  The gardens and containers would be selected initially by 
local people. It was suggested that the areas should be larger and be selected by a 
group of three which would reduce bias. They could nominate up to three gardens 
or containers for the shortlist. The date of the preliminary selection would be after 
5pm on Friday 9th July with judging by external judges from 10am on Saturday 
10th July.  

G. Tree planting in verges-The Clerk received an email from the Arboricultural 
Officer of the County Council. He suggested that the Parish Council chose the 
places they wanted to plant and let him know so he could approve the positions.  
He had given the Clerk the names of two nurseries that could provide the trees. It 
was agreed that members would let the Clerk know where they would like to see 
the trees planted.  

H. Kennington Youth Club-The Clerk had been asked to raise the representation of 
the Parish Council on the Youth Club Management Committee. At the annual 
meeting in May 2009 it was decided not to appoint anyone as the future of the 
club was in doubt. The club was now due to re-open in April following a major 
refurbishment and the committee would welcome a Parish Council representative 
to join the new management committee. It was agreed that Cllr. Biggs would be 
the representative.  

I. Re-surfacing under the bus shelters-The work was completed on 8th February 
2010.  

J. Installation of the bollards- The work to install the bollards started on 11th 
February 2010.  

K. Parish Boundary Review-The Chairman, Cllr. Patterson and the Clerk met the 
Vale officers on 18th January 2010. They discussed the wording of the order 
changing the parish boundaries. There was a faulty with the map issued and it was 
agreed that the only boundary change would be land near the old Egrove Farm 
between South Hinksey and Kennington.   

L. Litter Picking Sticks-These had been purchased and were available for people to 
borrow. There would be a £5 refundable deposit for a week’s loan.  
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M. Thames Valley Police-The Clerk had written to Chief Inspector, Andy Boyd 
thanking him for his leadership of the Vale of White Horse police area.  

N. Royal Mail-The Clerk had written to the Royal Mail complaining about the postal 
service in the village during the bad weather. A letter had been received to say that 
they suspended deliveries because of the adverse weather conditions.  

O. Vale of White Horse District Council’s draft budget- The Clerk had written 
objecting to the removal of the community grants for a year. 

P. Saturday Office- Cllr. Swaisland and the Clerk attended the office on Saturday 
6th February, 2010. There was only one visitor to the office from Ross Court. He 
had a number of issues he wanted to raise with the Parish Council. He felt there 
needed to be an environmental audit of the village. He objected to the bollards to 
be installed in The Avenue as he felt people might park in Ross Court. He wanted 
to know if there would be a Litter Blitz similar to the Oxford City one. The Clerk 
explained that there was an annual litter blitz organised by the Parish Council. 

Q. Litter Blitz-Last year the litter blitz was at the same weekend as Oxclean run by 
the Oxford Civic Society which was this year on 5th and 6th March 2010. The 
weather was poor last year which meant not many people participated. It was 
agreed to hold a litter blitz on Saturday, 10th April 2010.  

R. Dog Waste Bins-There had been a repeat of the request for a dog waste bin in 
Bagley Wood Road and an additional request for one at The Avenue end of Poplar 
Grove because of problems with fouling and discarded waste bags in the hedges. 
It was agreed to ask the County Council for advice about a site to install a dog 
waste bin in Bagley Wood Road.  

S. School Coaches-The Clerk was contacted by two residents about two issues 
relating to the coaches that take the students to Matthew Arnold School. One 
problem was the coaches waiting with their engines running in Manor Grove and 
the other was the state of the verge just off the bypass were they park. The Clerk 
contacted the Integrated Transport section of the County Council. They assured 
her that the four companies involved with the transport had been told not to wait 
in Manor Grove but only arrive to pick up waiting students and that the coaches  
should not pull onto the verge on the slip road to wait in the morning.  

 
3941. CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUESTS FOR GRANT AID 
A. Oxfordshire Association for Local Councils-Copy of the Update for Members. 

It includes details of the new Model Standing Orders for Local Councils which 
was available for £25 for the full book. The part relating to the model standing 
orders could be down loaded from the OALC website.  

B. Oxfordshire Rural Community Council- Details of their Community Led 
Planning event on Saturday 6th March 2010 from 9am-2pm at the Unipart 
Conference Centre. They had also invited the Parish Council to submit an article 
for their 90th Birthday County Book. They had sent a village survey form which 
they would use as a basis for a database.   

C. Radley Parish Council- Copy of the letter sent to Cllr. Mitchell about the recent 
problems for the Premium Bus Service 35 during the bad weather in January.  

D. Oxford Bus Company- Email thanking the Parish Council for raising the issue of 
the Premium Bus Service 35 with the County Council.  

E. Abingdon and District Citizens Advice Bureau- Thank you letter for recent 
grant aid.  

F. Vale House- Thank you letters from Vale House and the Chairman of the Vale for 
the recent money collected at the Carols around the Tree.  

G. Oxfordshire Waste Partnership- Posters and feedback forms about fly-tipping.  
H. OPFA- Copy of their magazine The Playing Field.  
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I. SLCC- Copy of the Clerk magazine and details on their course on 1st March on 
‘Setting up and Managing Allotments’. Details of their Regional Conference on 
16th March 2010. 

J. Essex Association of Local Councils- Copy of a publication highlighting the 
achievements of Quality Councils in Essex.  

K. Clerks and Councils Direct- Copy of their magazine.  
L. Home 2 School- Copy of their newsletter.  
M. Brochures- Notts Sport Ltd, Technix, Technical Surfaces, Click & Mail, 

Marshalls.  
N. Helen and Douglas House- Letter about their Donate Don’t Waste scheme for 

people to collect unwanted items and donate them to their shops.  
O. NSPCC- Letter about promoting their Helpline.  
P. Oxford Brookes University- Letter requesting information on local newsletters 

so that they could advertise for former students who were not being supported by 
the Alumni Office.  

Q. Bicester Town Council- Invitation to Mayor’s Charity Golf Day on 16th April, 
2010.  

 
3942. FINANCIAL REPORT AND ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
 
Statement of Bank Accounts as at 29th January 2010 
Community Account                                                                              £500.00
Business Premium Account.                                                                    £27,955.02
Earmarked Funds Account £31,544.45
National Savings Investment Account                              £7,920.47

Sub total £67,919.94
Less outstanding cheques Nil

Total £67,919.94
Charity Land B.P.A.                                                                                £1.13

 
Payments received 
 Kennington Village Hall 
Contribution towards the stair lift   

£573.00 

Kennington Village Hall 
Payment for litter collection service 

£390.00 

Charity Land Account 
Dividend for transfer to Village Hall 

£330.00 

Vale of White Horse District Council 
Grant for the Village Hall stairlift  

£2,000.00 

 
Direct Debit 

Virgin Media 
Telephone and Internet -February 

£32.35 

 
Accounts paid between meetings 

Cheque No. 
105… 

   Power to Act 
 

095 Cable Ties Direct 
10 Litter pick sticks and 10 gloves 

£36.53 S137 LGA 1972 

 
Accounts agreed for payment  

Cheque No. 
105… 

   Power to Act 
 

096 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Expenses for January 

£114.66 LGA 1972 

097 Mrs P Johnston £989.42 LGA 1972 
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Clerk’s salary for January less tax 
098 HM Revenue and Customs 

Clerk’s and Warden’s Tax and Employers NI 
£387.84 LGA 1972 

 
099 Mr A Pope  

Wages less tax for February 
Gross wages 4 weeks litter collection @ 
£52.50 per week 

£168.00 LGA 1972 
 

100 Kennington Village Hall 
Hire of  rooms 

£78.60 LGA 1972 

101 Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association 
Membership subscription 

£42.00 LGA 1972 

102 R J Westell 
Fitting lights to Christmas Tree 

£352.50 LGA 1972 

103  Oxford Said Business School 
Photocopying 

£18.33 LGA 1972 

104 Vale of White Horse District Council 
Servicing of 7 dog waste bins 

£351.11 Litter Act 1983 

105 Radley Parish Council 
Grant towards legal fees re Judicial Review 

£500.00 S137 LGA 1972 

106 CPRE 
Membership Subscription 

£29.00 S 137 LGA 1972 

107 Mrs P Johnston 
Stamps £16.56 and Online Back-up Software 
£19.99 

£36.55 LGA 1972 

 
3943. REPORTS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
Kennington4Fairtrade- Cllr. Mason reported that there was to be an event called the 
Mad Hatter’s Big Swap on Saturday 6th March during the Fairtrade Fortnight. There 
was to be an Art competition for the pupils at St Swithun’s Primary School.  
Kennington Village Hall- Cllr. Charlett explained that he and Cllr. Biggs and Cllr. 
Patterson met officers of the Vale to discuss the issues of complaints of noise 
nuisance from a neighbour to the hall. They had agreed not to take any bookings 
which might have amplified music. In addition the management committee would be 
employing a sound engineer to undertake a survey of the hall and recommend 
reducing the noise leaking from the hall. Members felt it was regrettable that this 
would have an impact on the finances of the hall and the amenity to local residents.  
Kennington Playing Fields Committee- Cllr. Johnston said that the loss adjuster had 
approved a quotation from a local contractor and the work would start to repair the 
pavilion at Playfield Road. The damage was more extensive than initially believed 
and they had asked for additional funds from the insurance company to cover the 
costs.  
Friends of Kennington Library- Cllr. Swaisland reminded members that the Library 
Literary Festival was on 24th April 2010.   
 
3944. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 
Cllr. Perkins- He hoped that the newly restored land at Redbridge Hollow would be 
kept clear of tipped rubbish. 
Cllr. Patterson- He wanted to request that the Village Warden did a litter pick at the 
end of Upper Road and the alley into Bagley Wood Road.  
Cllr. Mason- He wanted to report that there was a lot of graffiti on the railway 
footbridge by The Tandem.  
Cllr. Charlett- He hoped that the Sandford Lane Industrial Estate would be an area 
that would be cleaned during the litter pick in April.  
 
3945. REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Cllr. Fatemian reported that he had toured his ward making an audio recording of the 
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potholes and then writing up a report which he had given to County Highways. He 
attended the meeting at which the change to the speed limit on A4183 Oxford Road 
was to be decided. The officer had recommended 50mph and although he could not 
stay to hear the final decision he felt sure that this would be agreed. He had been in 
discussions with Cllr. Rose and Hudspeth about increasing the priority of the route of 
the 35 bus for gritting and snow clearance. Work was taking place to analyse the costs 
involved. The work to clear the dumped waste at Redbridge Hollow was complete. 
There was to be a security guard on site for twenty four hours per day until it was 
redeveloped for the new pitches. He reported on the County Council budget which 
had been passed by full council in February. There would be an increase of 2.75% in 
the Council Tax which meant the cost to a Band D property was £1,161.71. There was 
planned to be a reduction in the budget of £105 million over the next five years. He 
had been pleased that the reduction in the Youth Service of £375,000 was not as 
severe as initially planned. There were a number of comments from Cllr. Holland and 
Cllr. Patterson about the poor road surfaces in the Avenue, Kennington Road and 
Bagley Wood Road. Cllr. Charlett wanted to know if it was true that CCTV cameras 
had been rejected as a security option because they would harm the privacy of the 
residents of Redbridge Hollow.  
 
3946. REPORT OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Cllr. Patterson said that following his last report the contractor at the White Horse 
Leisure and Tennis Centre had agreed to pay the costs for the repair to the swimming 
pool. He spoke about the Vale’s magazine called Unvaled which was due to be 
delivered in the third week of February. It contained a number of articles on such 
items as the Reservoir public enquiry dates, the new waste collection service starting 
in October and shared home ownership schemes such as the one in Wantage. He said 
the Vale’s budget would be approved at the full council meeting on 17th February, 
2010. The increase would be 3.9% which meant the cost to a Band D property would 
go up by £4 per year. It had been a very difficult budget with some services being 
planned to be removed such as the one stop shop in Wantage as the income from 
investments was down from £1.5million to less than £0.5million. They were also 
planning that the Central Government grant would reduce by at least 5% each year for 
the next few years. He said that it was interesting to note that while the County and 
the District Council Tax increases were 2.75% and 3.9%, the average increase by 
Town and Parish Councils was 21%. The Clerk asked a question about a mailing she 
had received from Capita about benefit advice surgeries as there was only one 
advertised to be held in the Vale at Faringdon compared to four in South Oxfordshire. 
She asked him to find out if they were planning any in the north of the Vale.  
 
Cllr. Jennings had left the meeting earlier as he had to a work commitment. The 
Chairman read out his report about attending the Licensing Committee, the extension 
to the consultation Your Vale Your Future and that there was free swimming for 
everyone over 16 during February. He also supplied two news releases from the Vale 
on Nordic Walking courses and battery recycling 
 
Meeting Closed – 9.00pm   
 
 
 
Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


