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KENNINGTON                                       Minutes of the Meeting held on 

PARISH COUNCIL Thursday 10
th

 February 2011 at 7.30 pm 

OXFORDSHIRE                                in Kennington Village Centre 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Cllr. Biggs in the chair 

Present:  
Cllr. Baggott  

Cllr. Charlett  

Cllr. Cobb 

Cllr. Feather 

Cllr. Mrs Horseman 

Cllr. Johnston  

Cllr. Mason 

Cllr. Patterson  

Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers 

Cllr. Swaisland

 

In Attendance:  Mrs. P. Johnston (Clerk) and Cllr. Fatemian, County Councillor and 

three members of the public. 

 

TALK BY LAURA HUTCHINS, AREA STEWARD FOR OXFORDSHIRE 

COUNTY COUNCIL HIGHWAYS 

The Chairman introduced Laura Hutchins and welcomed her to the meeting. She gave 

a talk on the new arrangements which have developed from the contract with the new 

contractor Atkins. She explained that the Area Stewards were the public face of the 

department. She said that they were working with limited resources but were able to 

repair dangerous potholes in 24 hours. They were working on plans to do more 

remedial work paid from the capital budget rather than reacting to potholes. There 

was considerable interest in her talk and the councillors and two members of the 

public asked questions on specific sites in the village which she noted. The Chairman 

thanked her and asked if she would consider having regular meetings with the Clerk 

to look at local problems.  

 

4075. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 

There were no items raised by the public.  

 

4076. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

Apologies were received from Cllr. Ellis, Cllr. Jennings and Cllr. Perkins. 

 

4077. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Cllr. Biggs declared a personal and prejudicial interest in item 4081A application for a 

grant for the South Ward Allotments (Kennington) as he was an allotment holder.  

 

4078. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

The minutes of the meeting on 14
th

 January 2011 were signed as a correct record.  

 

4079. HYDRODYNAMIC SCREW AT SANDFORD WEIR 

The members of the Parish Council discussed their response to the presentation at the 

last meeting. Most felt that it was a worthwhile project but not one the Parish Council 

should invest in. It was agreed that the Chairman would contact the Clerk to Sandford 

on Thames Parish Council. He would wish them well in the development but would 

say that there was no wish to be more formally linked with the project at this stage.  

 

4080. REPORT OF THE CLERK 

A. Forest Side dirt cycle track- The Clerk had received confirmation  from the 

planning officer to say that the track could be built under the Parish Council's 
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Permitted Developments rights set out in Part 12, Class A of the General 

Permitted Development Order 1995 (as amended). Two quotations had been 

received from DT Leisure and Wicksteed. The track would cost £12,740 from DT 

Leisure and £12,234 from Wicksteed. The tracks were slightly different as 

Wicksteed use wooden ramps and earth bunds and the DT Leisure was made of 

earth ramps. The BMX riders preferred the dirt track so it was agreed subject to 

finance to accept the DT Leisure quotation. There was an additional cost of the 

tree removal for DT Leisure. The Clerk went with Simon Ringrose to look at the 

proposed route through the Leylandii trees. He had provided a quotation which 

was £650.00 to remove 2 Leylandii trees and a number of small Poplars. In 

addition he advised the Clerk that the condition of the Leylandii trees was poor 

and they might need to have major work done within the next ten years. He gave a 

quotation of £300 for general work which was needed immediately. It was agreed 

to undertake this work.  In the meantime the Vale had published details of their 

new grant scheme. If an application was to be made it will have to be done by 2
nd

 

March 2011. The Clerk would apply to the Vale for the 10% third party funding 

for WREN. She had circulated the young people and others who attended the 

public meeting in 2010 to get them to support the plans so there was evidence of 

demand for the grant giving bodies. It was suggested that as there was significant 

expenditure planned at Forest Side that St Johns College be asked to renew the 

lease earlier than 2018 when it ends.  

B. Salt/Grit Bins-The six salt/grit bins were delivered in January which was earlier 

than expected and very welcome. The Clerk had thanked the Area Steward. Since 

then there had been two requests from residents for additional bins in their roads. 

One was from Mr Grant of Blackman Close and the other was from Mr Johnson 

of Bagley Close. An email from Mr Johnson had been circulated. The Clerk asked 

the Area Steward if it was possible to purchase additional bins next financial year. 

She was unable to clarify the situation as this would be considered by the Cabinet 

in April. It was agreed to defer a discussion until the summer and ask the 

Amenities Committee to consider a policy of the installation of additional bins.  

C. Highways- There had been some pothole repairs in Bagley Wood Road but a 

resident had reported that the repairs were breaking up already. The Village 

Warden had reported potholes in Kennington Road near The Tandem. The Clerk 

has had an email from Mr Softley to say that there may be some planer patching 

work happening in Kennington Road soon.  

D. Bollards in The Avenue- One of the bollards had been knocked down on the 

north corner of Grundy Crescent. The Clerk had obtained a quotation for 5 new 

bollards so that there were some spare. It would cost £113.90 plus VAT delivered. 

It was agreed to purchase the bollards.  

E. Electoral Review of Oxfordshire- The Local Government Boundary 

Commission had written to ask if the Parish Council wished to propose new 

County divisions for a reduced council of 64 members. It was projected that in 

2016 the population of Oxfordshire will be 522,455 giving an ideal size of 

division to be 8,163. Divisions had to be made up of whole parish areas and 

should not cross district boundaries. The current division contained the parishes of 

Kennington, Radley, South Hinksey and Sunningwell. Its size was 6,051 in 2010. 

It was agreed not to make any recommendations.  

F. Fairtrade Village Sign- The signs would be in place in the next few weeks.  

G. Old Abingdon Road Railway Bridge-The Clerk had asked the County Council 

to contact Birse as they had not responded to the request for a meeting. However 

there had been no response.  

H. Saturday Office- Cllr. Charlett and the Clerk were in attendance on 5
th

 February 

2011 but there were no visitors.   
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4081. CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUESTS FOR GRANT AID     
A. South Ward Allotments (Kennington)- A request had been made by the 

secretary for help in funding the cost of repairing their shed which was broken 

into in January. The cost was estimated to be £900. 70% of the plot holders live in 

Kennington. They had never requested a grant before. Cllr. Biggs left the meeting 

during the discussion. There was some concern that the shed should have been 

insured and that the group had sufficient resources to undertake the work. It was 

agreed to offer a grant on a proposition from Cllr. Johnston seconded by Cllr. 

Patterson. Cllr. Johnston proposed a grant of £200 seconded by Cllr. Baggott. 

There was an amendment of £150 proposed by Cllr. Patterson seconded by Cllr. 

Mrs Horseman. The amendment was lost by three votes to seven and the original 

proposal was approved by five votes to four.  

B. Ryder-Cheshire Volunteers, Oxfordshire- A request has been made for a grant 

towards their work. They had recently amalgamated the branches in Oxfordshire 

to reduce costs. It was agreed that as a grant of £25 had been paid this financial 

year that no grant would be offered.  

C. Mr Willbery, River View- Copy of a letter to Cllr. Mitchell re the Library 

Closure.  

D. Ms Faulkner, Poplar Grove- Email about the temporary crossing for cyclists at 

Redbridge. The Clerk had passed this on to the County Council who replied.  

E. Ms Guthrie, St Swithun’s Road- Email about the state of the verges outside her 

property. The Clerk had passed this on to the County Council who visited her to 

discuss the problem.  

F. South and Vale Carer Centre- Thank you email for the grant aid. 

G. Abingdon and District CAB- Thank you email for the grant aid. 

H. Oxfordshire County Council- Letters from John Jackson and Cllr. Judith 

Heathcoat acknowledging the views of the Parish Council on the Library 

Closures.  

I. Vale of White Horse District Council- Email from The Chairman’s Office 

inviting members to attend a Charity Ceilidh on 5
th

 March at 7.00pm in the 

Guildhall. Cost of tickets £20.  

J. OPFA- Copy of their newsletter The Playing Field and the Annual Report 2009-

2010.  

K. Royal British Legion- Newsletter and details of the fundraising activities about 

their 90
th

 Anniversary year.  

L. Bicester Town Council- Invitation to purchase tickets for the Mayor’s Charity 

Band Concert on 5
th

 March at 7.30pm at St Edburg’s Church.  

M. SLCC- Leaflet on training programmes.  

N. The Oxford Science Park- Letter about their restaurant called the Sadler Bar and 

Brasserie and vouchers for a discount of 25% off lunch for two until 14
th

 March 

2011.  

O. Sustainable Communities Act- An email had been received with more details 

about this act. There was to be a second round of proposals for consideration by 

the government. At this round Parish Councils would be able to make suggestions. 

The process was quite complex as it involved substantial consultation and local 

panels.  

P. Brochures and business leaflets- Continental Landscapes, Barenburg, Cable Ties 

Direct, George Browns Hire. 

Q. Poppy Appeal- Raffle tickets for their Spring Draw.  
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4082. FINANCIAL REPORT AND ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

 

Statement of Bank Accounts as at 31
st
 January 2011 

Community Account                                                                                          £500.00 

Business Premium Account.                                                                             £8,331.98 

Earmarked Funds Account £31,560.17 

National Savings Investment Account                              £7,941.97 

Sub total £48,334.12 

Less outstanding cheques Nil 

Total £48,334.12 

Charity Land B.P.A.                                                                                             £3.91 

 

Direct Debit 
Virgin Media 

Telephone and Internet -February 

£38.07 

 

Payments received in January 
Barclays Bank  

Transfer from Charity Land Account 

£325.00 

 

Payments received in February 
Kennington Village Hall 

Payments for litter collection 

£390.00 

 

Accounts paid in February 
Cheque No. 

105… 

   Power to Act 

 

321 Mrs P Johnston 

Clerk’s Expenses for January 

£114.66 LGA 1972 

322 Mrs P Johnston 

Clerk’s salary for January less Tax 

£992.42 LGA 1972 

323 Mr A Pope 

Village Warden’s wages for February 

4 weeks @ £52.50 plus £2.99 for waste sacks 

£212.99 LGA 1972 

324 HM Revenue and Customs 

Tax and Employer’s NI 

£345.84 LGA 1972 

325 Admiral Play 

Balance of final invoice for Playbuilder 

project 

£2,271.57 LGA 1972 

326 GreenThumb 

Aeration  and Scarification of War Memorial 

grass 

£323.00 War Memorial Act 

1923 

327 SLCC Enterprises Ltd 

Branch Conference 2011 

£48.00 LGA 1972 

328 R J Westell 

Christmas Tree Lights  

£368.00 LGA 1972 

329 Oxford Said Business School 

Photocopying  

£55.39 LGA 1972 

330 SH Lewis Cleaning Ltd 

Cleaning of bus shelters 

£258.50 PC Act 1957 

331 Euroffice Ltd 

Printer Cartridges and paper 

£89.73 LGA 1972 

336  Kennington Village Hall 

Hire of Rooms 

£49.40                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     LGA 1972 
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From Playing Fields Association Grant 
Cheque No. 

105… 

   Power to Act 

 

332 British Gas 

Gas for Pavilion Playfield Road 

£291.40 LG (Misc Prov) Act 

1976 

333 Thames Water 

Water for pavilion Playfield Road 

£122.90 LG (Misc Prov) Act 

1976 

334 Maylarch Recycling Limited 

Waste bins at Forest Side and Playfield Road  

Invoices 3267/3279/3266/3278 Nov-Jan 

£116.05 LG (Misc Prov) Act 

1976 

 

There was a query about the cost of the Christmas Tree lights. It was agreed to get 

some competitive quotations for the coming financial year. The Clerk would inform 

the local contractor of the position. 

 

The accounts for payment and financial report were approved on a proposition by 

Cllr. Mason seconded by Cllr. Swaisland.   

  

4083. MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE 

The minutes of the Planning Committee on 4
th

 January 2011 were noted. The 

Chairman of Planning informed the Parish Council that the application at Simpsons 

Way would be considered at the next planning committee. As there would be two 

councillors unable to attend they would be substituted by Cllr. Mrs Rodgers and Cllr. 

Feather.  

 

4084. REPORTS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 

Village Hall Management Committee-Cllr. Charlett reported that it had been 

discovered following an electrical safety test that the fire alarm system needed urgent 

work to upgrade it. They would be making an application to the Vale and Parish 

Council for a grant once they had received the estimates for the cost of the work.  

 

4085. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 

Cllr. Patterson-He wanted to raise condition of the roundabout in Bagley Close. The 

grass was damaged by people parking and driving over it. He felt it should be reduced 

in size. It was agreed to ask the County Council if they could do some remedial work.  

Cllr. Baggott-He was concerned that the verge outside St. Swithun’s Church was 

being damaged. The Clerk said that it was highway land and the County Council 

should be approached for advice.  

Cllr. Johnston-He reported that he had requested Verdant to do a litter pick in 

Sandford Lane as there was a lot of rubbish near the Industrial Estate which seemed to 

have been blown off open skips.  

Cllr. Charlett-He asked if there was any news on the re-opening of the Youth Club.  

Cllr. Biggs-He said as the Parish Council representative on the Youth Club they were 

planning an Open Day on 26
th

 March. They hoped to run the club one night a week 

from April. He reported that he had been approached by the Memorial Field to request 

a donation of litter picking equipment for their volunteers who will be walking the 

Water Meadows for the Oxford Preservation Trust. It was agreed to consider this as 

grant request at the next meeting.  

 

4086. REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 

Cllr. Fatemian gave his report. He apologised for missing the last meeting as he had 

broken his arm. Members were concerned that he was feeling better and he said he 

was. He reported in detail on the Budget. He said there would be no increase in the 

Council Tax. The position on the Libraries was that there was to be a 25% cut from 
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the budget but the way this was to be achieved would be subject to a consultation 

process. He said that eight pitches were to be built at Redbridge Hollow on the cleared 

land as the County Council had secured a grant. The plan was to build a new site at 

Kidlington for recycling and disposal of waste by the general public in central 

Oxfordshire. Redbridge Recycling Centre was to be closed for refurbishing on health 

and safety grounds once the Kidlington Centre was open. There would be consultation 

on the proposal to re-open Redbridge for trade waste only.  He said that the County 

Council would be taking over providing concessionary travel from the District 

Councils on 1
st
 April 2011. The passes would be able to be used on buses from 9am in 

all areas and on the dial-a-ride services. He said his monthly surgery was well 

attended. There were a number of questions from members including requesting more 

detail on the health and safety issues at Redbridge, the form of the consultation on the 

Libraries and concern that the agreement with the District Councils and the County 

Council on concessionary travel had not been finalised and contracts had not been 

signed.  

 

4087. REPORT OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

Cllr. Patterson reported that the Vale councillors had been briefed on the emerging 

Localism legislation. There seemed to be considerable responsibility for Town and 

Parish Councils in the area of planning. If the Parish Council undertook a local plan it 

would mean that they might have to purchase specialist advice and it could take a 

number of years to complete. He said that the Vale had managed to fund for a further 

year the bring sites for recycling at a cost of £28,000. Community grants had been 

restored at £100,000 and there would be a grant meeting on 6
th

 April to allocate the 

funds. The Vale had requested the Boundary Commission to redraw the seats in the 

Vale to reduce them by a third from 51 to 34. The Council Tax would be frozen for 

the coming financial year. Discussions were on going with the Abbey Park 

Committee to find a way to keep the Pitch and Putt open in Abingdon. There had been 

reductions in the grants to outside bodies by about 9% to 6%. They had managed to 

protect bodies such as ORCC.  

 

There was no report by Cllr. Jennings.  

 

4088. ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING 

It was agreed to consider making a grant of litter picking equipment for the Memorial 

Field Committee.  

 

Meeting Closed – 9.25pm   

 

 

 

 

Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


