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KENNINGTON                                       Minutes of the Meeting held on 
PARISH COUNCIL Thursday 8th February 2007 at 7.30 pm 
OXFORDSHIRE                                in Rooms 2/3 of the Village Centre  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Cllr. Biggs in the Chair 
 
Present:  
Cllr. Charlett  
Cllr. Cobb 
Cllr. Feather 

Cllr. Mrs. Horseman  
Cllr. Patterson 

 
In Attendance:  Mrs. P. Johnston (Clerk), Cllr. Bob Johnston (Oxfordshire County 
Council), and one member of the public. 
Apologies for Absence: (A number of members had been unable to attend because of 
the winter weather.) Cllr. Baggott, Cllr. Ellis, Cllr. Mrs. Hitchen, Cllr. Holland, Cllr. 
Mrs. Lovegrove, Cllr. Perkins, Cllr. Mrs. Pope, Cllr. Sillince and Cllr. Bernard Auton 
(Vale of White Horse District Council)  
 
3472. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING  
The minutes of the meeting on 11th January, 2007 were signed as a correct record.  
 
3473. DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest.  
 
3474. REPORT OF THE CLERK 
A. Community Wood- The first planting day went very well on 21st January 2007. It 

was estimated that over 100 people took part and 400 trees were planted within 
the first two hours which meant those who came in the afternoon were 
disappointed. It was a lovely day and with the help of Jo Horwood and her team of 
guides a tea tent was available and there was free tea, coffee and cakes donated 
from people in the village. The next planting date was 17th February 2007 when 
there will be 1,000 trees to be planted. There had been a donation of £300 from 
Oxford Said Business School. The clerk had asked Anthony Roberts what the next 
stages will be and he had outlined the following plan.  

• Spring 2007 -Establishing a ‘Friends’ Group using the list of 
volunteers’ names. He would like this to be linked to the Parish 
Council so that it could be covered by the council’s insurance and there 
would be continued involvement with the council.  

• Summer 2007-Preparing the east field for planting by mowing, 
spraying and marking out by Oxford City. Further fundraising.  

• 14th November 2007- Marshall and Galpin planting 225 trees to 
celebrate their 225th anniversary.  

• November 2007 to January 2008- Two or three planting days on fields 
with Earthwatch and the local community/’Friends’ group. 

• On going maintenance to be undertaken by ‘Friends’ group with 
advice/help from Oxford City Estates Department.  

Air Cmdre Martin had approached the clerk as he was an executive member of 
Oxford Preservation Trust (OPT). He had sent in a report of the Community 
Wood and tree planting to OPT. He was very impressed with the community spirit 
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at the tree planting day and had suggested that the project should be submitted for 
an OPT Environmental Award. The clerk had emailed Anthony Roberts of Oxford 
City Council’s Countryside Department for his view. The deadline was 2nd April 
2007. Anthony Roberts felt it was too early to submit an application this year. He 
intended to submit application for similar awards once all the planting was in 
place.  

B. T Mobile mast on Playfield Road Playing Field- There was a joint meeting with 
representatives of the Playing Fields Association, John Rowe and George Ross on 
30th January 2007. The report from the District Valuation service was discussed. It 
was agreed that a letter be written informing T Mobile that the suggested 
alterations to the Heads of Terms and an increase in the rent as recommended in 
the report  be agreed. In addition it was agreed that all the legal and technical costs 
to the Parish Council be borne by T Mobile. The Playing Fields Association’s 
representatives expressed the view that they felt that the Association should 
benefit directly from part of the rental income as leaseholder. The Chairman said 
that it had been suggested by John Rowe that the income could be used for 
improvements to play equipment and other items in the playing fields subject to 
agreement between the two parties.  

C. Bus Shelters-The clerk had been given the date for the installation of the new 
shelters. This was to be 14th and 15th February 2007. The old ones were removed 
on 29th January 2007. In addition the posts for new Real Time display have been 
installed on behalf of the County Council. The clerk had obtained graffiti remover 
and the litter warden would try and clean up the damaged shelter opposite Egrove 
Park. Cllr. Patterson suggested that Oxford University should be approached to 
renew the bus shelter outside Egrove Park at the same time as the others in the 
village were installed by the council in the next financial year.  

D. Kennington Road pavement-The recently renewed pavement from the Heath 
Centre to Edward Road was dug up in three places by BT’s contractor repairing a 
fault. The re-instatement was very poor. The clerk contacted BT on 30th January 
2007and after finally getting the right department they came out the same day and 
did a very good repair.  

E. Cemetery-There was a continuing problem with the refuse collection at the 
cemetery. This had meant that the clerk had had to contact the Vale every week 
since Christmas to get them to come out again and take the waste. Hopefully this 
would now be monitored each week so that the problem did not recur. It was 
agreed that if smaller bins were necessary the Parish Council would consider their 
provision.  

F. Community Police Officer-The clerk had an email from Pc Delaney introducing 
himself and saying that he and his colleague would be dealing with the parking 
issues in the village. 

G. Items raised by residents- 
• Kate Walters- She sent an email saying that as a mother of young children she 

considered the play equipment at Playfield Road Playing Field and the Village 
Centre to be of poor quality and that the bench that was used by parents while 
their children were playing had been removed. The clerk had passed the email 
onto the Playing Fields Association and the Village Hall Management 
Committee. It was agreed that this was a matter for the Playing Fields 
Association but that financial help could be offered if they approached the 
Parish Council. 

• Mr Everett, Upper Road-He was complaining of the lack of action in repairing 
the pavement outside his home. The clerk had forwarded it on to Oxfordshire 
Highways and they had made contact with him.  
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• Mrs Bowler, Kennington Road-She raised again the lack of Real Time display 
at the bus stops to the north of the village. The clerk had explained the 
situation and how to look up the bus times from her computer which she had 
found useful. 

• Residents of Sandford Lane- There have been three complaints about the litter 
and fly tipping in Sandford Lane. They had all been reported to the Vale.  

• Barbara Boyne, Upper Road-She wanted to know if more dog waste bins 
could be installed by the Tandem Railway Bridge and along the Sustrans cycle 
path. It was agreed to write to the Vale asking for the one on the verge in front 
of The Tandem to be relocated near the railway bridge.  

• Shirley Jones, Poplar Grove-She wanted to complain about the state of the 
footpath between Sandford Lane and Poplar Grove. It was poorly lit, the fence 
was leaning into it and the surface was uneven. She also mentioned the litter in 
Sandford Lane. The clerk would write to the Vale and Oxfordshire Highways.  

• David Jones had sent an email to say he was concerned about the litter in 
Sandford Lane and the state of the Thames path near Sandford Lock. The clerk 
had replied and would forward his comments on to Oxford Preservation Trust 
and the managers of the Thames Path in Holton. 

H. Highways Matters-The clerk reported potholes and problems in Upper Road, 
Bagley Close, Kennington Road, Colley Wood, Poplar Grove and The Avenue to 
Oxfordshire Highways.  

I. Chairman’s Pendant-The clerk had sent the pendant to Thomas Fattorini Ltd. 
They had said the cost for cleaning and new ribbon would be £79.13. The clerk 
had written to them to go ahead.  

J. Saturday Office- The Saturday office on 3rd February 2007 was attended by Cllr. 
Cobb and the clerk.  
• A resident of Poplar Grove was concerned about the litter in Sandford Lane. 
• A resident of Kennington Road had experienced vandalism to her fence which 

was along side the footpath between Rowles Close/Upper Road and 
Kennington Road.  

• A resident of Poplar Grove who rode a disability scooter wanted to report that 
the pavement in Poplar Grove from Otters Reach to The Avenue was in poor 
condition. He also mentioned the parking at the Co-op.  

• A resident of Grundy Crescent wanted to know why the oak posts had not be 
installed in the verge near the school. He said it was a mess as cut timber had 
been placed on the verge. However it was not deterring drivers. The members 
agreed that the present situation was unsatisfactory but that they needed to find 
someone who was qualified to install posts at a reasonable cost.  

 
3475. CORRESPONDENCE 
A. Junior Citizen Trust- Details of this independent partnership trust which 

provided safety education for young children. They were asking for a donation of 
£50 towards their work. It was agreed to make a grant on a proposal by Cllr. Mrs 
Horseman seconded by Cllr. Charlett. It was agreed to offer a grant of £50 on a 
proposal by Cllr. Charlett seconded by Cllr. Mrs. Horseman.  

B. Root and Branch- Invitation to their Annual General Meeting on 18th January 
2007 and request for a donation towards purchasing of a computer and a lathe. 
The clerk had requested a copy of their latest accounts but they had not been 
received.  This item was deferred to the next meeting.  

C. Farmoor Reservoir Pontoon Project-Details of a project to install a wheelchair 
friendly pontoon to enable disabled sailors to reach their boats more easily. They 
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were requesting grant aid and in particular to donate £200 to ‘buy’ a plank which 
will be engraved with the name of the donor organisation.  Cllr. Patterson 
proposed and Cllr. Biggs seconded that a grant be made. This was agreed by four 
votes to two. Cllr. Patterson proposed and Cllr. Biggs seconded that a grant of 
£200 be made in order to “buy” a plank. This was agreed by four votes to one with 
one abstention. Cllr. Patterson noted that this was the sort of facility that should be 
built into the design should the new reservoir be built in the Vale.  

D. Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group- Details of this group that worked with 
farmers and landowners to conserve wildlife habitats. They were inviting the 
Parish Council to subscribe to their organisation at a cost of £42 per year. It was 
agreed not to subscribe as this organisation’s work was not relevant to the village 
as there were no farms within the parish area.  

E. Working with your Council-This had now been updated. The clerk would like to 
request the purchase of the updated sheets at £19.50.  

F. Mrs Harvey, 157 Upper Road- Copy of a letter to George Reade of the Vale 
about the lopping of a Chestnut Tree at the Good Shepherd Church that overhangs 
her garden. She wanted the Parish Council’s support to have it lopped on her side 
of the boundary.  

G. Parish Council Comments on Planning Applications-Following a Standards 
Board case, Tim Sadler, Monitoring Officer of the Vale had written about the 
Code of Conduct that should be followed when Parish Councillors consider 
planning applications which had been circulated to all members. 

H. Keith Mitchell, Leader of Oxfordshire County Council-He wrote about Oxford 
City Council’s proposal for three unitary councils in Oxfordshire. He put the case 
for retaining the County Council and against the Oxford City proposal.  

I. Friends of Kennington Cancer Fund- Thank you letter for the £170 which was 
raised at the ‘Carols around the Tree’.  

J. Kennington Athletic Football Club- Thank you letter for the grant of £300 
towards the nets for the girls’ team.  

K. Abingdon and District Citizens Advice Bureau- Thank you letter for the grant 
aid of £350.  

L. NEWS- Monthly newsletter from the County Council. 
M. Headway-Copy of their newsletter for January 2007.  
N. CPRE- Copy of their magazine Oxfordshire Bulletin.  
O. River Thames Society- Invitation to their AGM on 3rd March 2007 at Ripon 

College, Cuddesdon. 
P. SLCC-Invitation to a ‘Conference for Practitioners’ on 2nd and 3rd March 2007 in 

Stoke on Trent.  
Q. OCC Community Safety Scrutiny Committee-Invitation to attend the meeting 

on 5th February to hear a presentation from the Acting Chief Constable Sarah 
Thornton on the Thames Valley Police Authority Three Strategic Plan 2005-2008.  

R. Virgin Media-Notification that they had taken over ntl-Telewest and there would 
be changes to the telephone and broadband services.  

S. Brochures- Technical surfaces, Browns Groundcare Hire, Glasdon, Technix, 
Shaws’s, Ecolab, Plantscape. 

T. Defra-Letter about the Review of the Quality Town and Parish Council Scheme. 
There were two interim measures to be introduced before legislation. Councils 
who have Quality status would have their accreditations extended until statutory 
legislation was in place and the electoral mandate would be 80% for new and 
renewed accreditations.  

U. Carbon Savers Action Day-Invitation to day devoted to how to reduce energy 
and carbon emissions sponsored by the Vale’s Energy Team and TVEC.  It was 
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on Saturday 10th March from 10am until 4pm at Abingdon Guildhall. Cllr. 
Patterson said the Vale would be signing the carbon reduction pledge on that day.  

V. Small World Nursery -The Chairman had received a letter and information sheet 
from the nursery. They wanted to establish a “Small Farm’ with chickens, goats, 
sheep and guinea pigs. The land they want to use was the triangle of land at the 
corner of the path to the playing field which was in the green belt. They would 
like to involve the Parish Council and local residents and were looking for support 
for the project. It was agreed that the clerk would write to them to give them the 
members’ support for the project.  

W. District and Parish Council Elections 3 May 2007- The Vale had sent out some 
information notes and the timetable for the election. The key dates were 27th 
March 2007 to noon on 4th April 2007 as that was the only time period that 
nomination papers could be submitted. If a candidate wished to withdraw then 
they must do so before noon on 11th April 2007. The clerk would be sent 
nomination papers when they were available. The election would be based on two 
wards. Forms must only be signed by residents in the appropriate ward i.e. if you 
stand in the North ward then the proposer and seconder had to be on the electoral 
register in the North ward.  

X. ORCC- Evaluation form from ORCC to provide information in order to improve 
their services. 

 
3476. FINANCIAL REPORT 
Statement of Bank Accounts as at 31st January 2007 –  
Community Account                                                                              £500.00
Business Premium Account.                                                                    £15,368.38
Earmarked Funds £48,331.08
National Savings Investment Account                              £7,164.66

Sub Total £71,364.12
Less un-presented cheques 0

Total Cash £71,364.12
Charity Land B.P.A.                                                                                £4.65

 
The financial report and accounts for payment were agreed on a proposition by Cllr. 
Charlett seconded by Cllr. Cobb.  
 
Direct Debit 
NTL 1st February 2007 
Internet and telephone charges 

£34.59 

 
Payment made between meetings 
Playing Fields  

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 
 

384 British Gas 
Gas supply for pavilion 7/10/06 to 9/01/07 

£71.17 LGA 1972 

385 Thames Water 
Water for pavilion  10/10/06 to 9/01/07 

£28.81 LGA 1972 

 
Accounts paid 

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 
 

386 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Expenses for Jan 2007 

£105.00 LGA 1972 

387 Mrs P Johnston £920.61 LGA 1972 
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Clerk’s Net Salary less Tax and NI Jan 2007 
388 Inland Revenue 

Tax and Employer and Employee NI  
£306.11 LGA 1972 

389 Mr A Pope  
4 weeks litter picking @ £30.00 per week Feb 
plus 5 hours @ £6.00 for traffic control during 
tree planting   

£150.00 Litter Act 1983 
LGA 1972 

390 Mrs P Johnston 
Land Registry fee £6.00 
Postage £25.74 
Tea/Coffee for tree planting £10.02 

£41.76 LGA 1972 
 

391 Valuation Office Agency Administration 
Valuation Services for Playfield Road Playing 
Field 

£446.50 LGA 1972 

392 Delta-ag Ltd. 
Activator graffiti cleaner 

£21.15 PC Act 1957 

393 D & N Building Contractors 
Removal of two old bus shelters 

£420.00 PC Act 1957 

394 Euroffice Ltd 
Stationery £22.84 Litter Warden Equipment 
£7.66 

£35.83 LGA 1972 
Litter Act 1983 

395 Kennington Village Hall 
Hire of rooms Invoice 2362 

£76.25 LGA 1972 

 
3477. NOTES OF THE AMENITIES COMMITTEE 
The notes on the site meeting at Cow Lane held on 27th January 2007 were noted. The 
recommendation that a barrier be installed beyond the footpath to Otters Reach was 
agreed to restrict vehicular access to the railway. The clerk would continue to contact 
Network Rail to discuss the problems caused by their heavy vehicles using the lane. 
The clerk would liaise with the Chairman on appropriate suppliers of barriers and 
bollards.  
  
3478. MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE 
The minutes of the meeting on 19th December 2006 were noted.  
 
3479. REPORTS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
Village Hall-Cllr. Charlett reported that the management committee had been 
negotiating contracts with the bookings manager and caretaker. They felt that Alan 
Pope who cleans for the village hall and the Parish Council should come under the 
council’s contract and they would pay for half the cost rather than the present 
arrangement where the Parish Council grant aids the village hall. It was agreed to 
discuss this item at the next meeting under the confidential item.  
Neighbourhood Action Group (NAG)-The Chairman spoke about the monthly 
meeting. He said Peter Bowells of Cumnor had been elected chairman. The 
constitution had not been signed yet. He was disappointed that only two members of 
the police attended. There was a report that the community police budget had been cut 
from £105 million to £35 million of which £20 million was for the London area.   
There was a discussion about paying for PCSO by parish councils. Cumnor seemed to 
be the only parish interested in paying an additional cost. The other topics covered 
were Village Audits, Oxfordshire Gateway, speeding and the SID recorder. There had 
been a success in deterring young people from the shops in Wootton were they had 
installed a Mosquito which emitted a high pitched noise only heard by young people. 
He raised the similar problems in Playfield Road but was told there were no reports of 
any incidents. He said that it was difficult to get items prioritised if there was no 
evidence of a problem.  
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3472. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 
Cllr. Cobb-He reported a pothole in Kennington Road by the slip road. It was 
suggested that he should try to report it on the Oxfordshire Gateway.   
Cllr. Mrs. Horseman-She had been asked to raise the number of low floor buses 
using the 35 bus route. It was inconvenient for people with pushchairs as they did not 
know if they had to fold them up or not. It was agreed that she would be a 
representative with Cllr. Biggs and Cllr. Charlett at a meeting with the Oxford Bus 
Company to be arranged. She was also concerned that the podiatry clinic at the 
Kennington Health Centre had been relocated to Abingdon.  
Cllr. Biggs-He wanted to ask if there would be a Parish Council newsletter 
advertising the Annual Parish Meeting. Cllr. Mrs. Horseman said that the council 
could have extra pages in the Chronicle if needed.  
 
3480. REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Cllr. Bob Johnston reported that the budget for the County Council would be 
approved on 15th February. He had concerns about whether there were sufficient 
funds for the needs of elderly people in the County. He had received a briefing about 
the fly tipping at Redbridge Hollow. There was estimated to be about 7,000 tonnes of 
waste tipped on the site. The County Council, District Councils and Environment 
Agency were working on a concordat to deal with such issues. Until that had been 
agreed the County were not able to move or handle with the waste without a 
derogation. It was hoped that this would be resolved in a few months and the plan was 
then to level the waste and plant it with trees. It was estimated that the cost would be 
about £30,000. In addition there may be a prosecution as some of the waste had been 
traced to its source. Cllr. Mrs. Horseman asked if there was anything to stop it 
happening again. Cllr. Johnston said that it was being monitored but that there were 
indications that waste was still being tipped.  
 
3481. REPORT OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Cllr. Jerry Patterson said he had been to the preview before the opening of the new 
Sainsbury’s store at Limborough Road, Wantage. It had been a long process to 
transform an old coal yard into a commercial centre. Cllr. Mrs. Horseman asked if 
there was additional parking and he confirmed that there were 300 extra spaces. He 
mentioned that Threadneedle who had the head lease of Bury Street were having 
preliminary talks with the Vale and Abingdon Town Council before they submitted 
their planning application for the redevelopment. There would be a refurbishment of 
the Market Square and the shop fronts costing £2 million. The present canopy would 
be removed and replaced by a new glass one which would cover the walkway in front 
of the shops. There were a number of constraints on redevelopment work which 
included long leases on the Woolworths and Somerfield stores and that Bury Street 
was still a public highway so cycling could not be banned. Cllr. Charlett asked about 
the new traffic light phasing in Abingdon which he felt was killing Abingdon as a 
shopping area. Cllr. Patterson said that the Abingdon Integrated Transport Study 
Group had been disbanded and it was now solely the responsibility of Cllr. David 
Robertson portfolio holder for the County Council. There were views that there was 
less traffic in Stert and High Streets which was more pleasant for pedestrians.  

 
Meeting Closed – 8.40pm   
 
 
Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


