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KENNINGTON                                       Minutes of the Meeting held on 
PARISH COUNCIL Thursday 14th February 2008 at 7.30 pm 
OXFORDSHIRE                                in Rooms 2/3 of the Village Centre  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Cllr. Biggs in the chair 
Present:  
Cllr. Auton  
Cllr. Baggott  
Cllr. Ellis  
Cllr. Holland 
Cllr. Jennings  
Cllr. Johnston  

Cllr. Mason  
Cllr. Patterson  
Cllr. Perkins  
Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers 
Cllr. Swaisland  

In Attendance:  Mrs. P. Johnston (Clerk) and two members of the public and a 
member of the press. 
 
3620. MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
There were no matters raised by members of the public 
 
3621. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
Cllr. Mrs. Horseman and Cllr. Charlett 
 
3622. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Cllr. Johnston declared a personal and prejudicial interest in item 3625 B as he was a 
member of Radley Parish Council and had supported the Save Radley Lakes 
campaign. Cllr. Holland declared a personal and prejudicial interest in item 3629 
Items raised by members when he raised a matter relating to trees on Playfield Road 
Playing Field which were affecting his property. They both left the meeting at the 
appropriate time after having  made a statement.  
 
3623. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING  
The minutes of the meeting on 10th January, 2008 were signed as a correct record.  
 
3624. REPORT OF THE CLERK 
A. Litter Blitz-The day that was agreed was Sunday 30th March 2008.  The Clerk 

had contacted the Vale and they would loan litter pickers and gloves and would 
provide bags. They would also pick up any full sacks. The Clerk would inform all 
the local groups in her invitation to the Annual Parish Meeting. She would be 
available in the village hall for people to collect and return the equipment from 
10am to 2pm. She suggested that any volunteers concentrate on areas such as the 
edges of the fields at Playfield Road and Forest Side, Sandford Lane, Bagley 
Wood Road and the Sustrans route. She would also include information in the 
Kennington Chronicle about the day. A number of members volunteered to help. 
It was agreed that if possible the full bags would be returned to the Village Hall 
and then taken to the Waste Reception Centre at Redbridge.  

B. Annual Parish Meeting- The Annual Parish Meeting would be on Wednesday 
26th March 2008 at 7.30pm. The Kennington Chronicle team had kindly offered 
the centre pages for an annual report. The format would be similar to previous 
years with reports from local groups.  

C. Flower Baskets- The season for planting up the flower baskets was very close. It 
was agreed that the volunteers, who had offered to do the planting, Mrs Biggs, Mr 
& Mrs Hardiman, Cllr. Holland and the Clerk would meet.  
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D. Flooding Working Group- Following the recent issues with the flood defences, it 
had been decided to reconvene the Flooding Working Group. There was a meeting 
planned for 19th February 2008 at 7.15pm. The group consists of the County and 
District Councillors plus two residents and a representative from Said Business 
School/Templeton College. It was agreed that Cllrs Auton, Swaisland, Perkins and 
Ellis would represent the Parish Council in addition to the Chairman and Vice-
Chairman.  The Clerk had contacted Peter Dela, the Vale’s engineer following the 
vandalism of the flood tubes. Peter said that the flood tubes had been repaired 
locally. In respect to further works to prevent water flowing out of the pond onto 
Kennington Road, he would be recommending a scheme to be included in the land 
drainage capital programme to look into solutions to prevent water flowing back 
onto Kennington Road. This would however need careful consideration as they 
did not want to make the situation any worse for any of the properties, particularly 
No 1 Kennington Road. He hoped that this could be carried out in 2008/09 but he 
could not confirm this yet. He had spoken to Gordon Hunt of Oxfordshire 
Highways about fitting a flap valve on the end of the highway drain to prevent 
backflow from the fishing pond onto the slip road.  Gordon would look into this 
and he hoped it could be completed before the end of this financial year. 

E. Reward Scheme- The Secretary of the Playing Fields Association had asked if 
the scheme, which was approved in March 2001, offering a reward of £500 could 
be publicised again. It was for information leading to the successful prosecution of 
those committing vandalism in the village. It was agreed to increase the reward to 
£750.  The Clerk had been in touch with the Vale about removing the graffiti on 
the pavilion walls. They could not help but had put her in touch with West 
Oxfordshire who would inspect the problem and prepare a quotation.  

F. School Buses parking in Manor Grove- The Clerk had received two complaints 
about the parking of Matthew Arnold School’s coaches in the morning along 
Manor Grove. They were parking for long periods in the morning with their 
engines running. The school children were milling about and they were not letting 
them on the buses as the drivers were chatting. The number of parked coaches was 
causing an obstruction at a busy time of the morning. The Clerk had contacted the 
County Transport Office but there had been no improvement. One of the residents 
had emailed Matthew Arnold School. It was agreed that the Clerk would write to 
the County Council.  

G. Survey of Street Furniture-The Clerk reminded members that she needed the 
forms back by the end of February.  

H. Cow Lane- Network Rail’s contractor had completed the remedial work in the 
lane. The Licence Agreement had been received from Network Rail. The 
Chairman had received a quotation of £993.50 from A W Grace & Son Ltd for a 
vehicle barrier. It was agreed to accept this quotation which was less than the one 
provided by Enterprise.                                                    

I. Highway Matters-The Clerk had reported the following potholes:  
a. Bagley Close –road between Nos 1 and 2  and the junction with Upper 

Road 
b. Kennington Road-hole in road near the roundabout at the junction with 

Upper Road, outside Nos 52 and 128. 
c. The Avenue-hole in road near St Swithun’s church 
d. Bagley Wood Road-hole outside No 9 
e. Meadow View Road-hole in pavement outside No 49 

She had been told that the request for the completion of the work at Poplar Grove 
would be considered for the 2008/9 financial year. She reported that the verges 
had been damaged by the vehicles in St Swithun’s Road when it was used as the 
bus route during the road closure. The Highways department had levelled and 
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spread new soil on the verges and repaired a bad pothole.  
J. Play Areas Questionnaire-The final total of questionnaires received was 45. The 

number of children and grandchildren represented by the responses was 98 which 
was about 10% of the number of young people under 19 according to the 2001 
Census. The Working Group had decided to visit the play areas that local families 
visit in Oxford and Abingdon in April. The responses were mostly negative about 
the Playfield Road facility so the group are going to work on that one initially. 
The Clerk would contact the Vale’s Landscape Department for help. 

K. Bus Shelters-One of the bus shelters was installed on 4th February 2008. 
Queensbury Shelters found a manufacturing fault in the other shelter and they 
were returning in the week beginning 11th February to install it.  

L. Kirk Close-A resident reported that the road needed sweeping. The Clerk alerted 
the Vale and the contractor came the next day and did an excellent job. The 
resident was also concerned with the tree outside No 7 which keeps shedding 
branches. The Clerk had contacted the County Council.  

M. Planting in the Verges- The Clerk met Tim Shickle, Arboricultural Officer of 
Oxfordshire County Council on 14th February 2008. He looked at the verge and 
would discuss it with his line manager. The County Council would have to grant a 
planting licence. If they agreed he would suggest suitable plants and contractors 
who could do the work.  

N. Kendall Copse-There was a successful tree planting day on 13th January 2008, 
when the east field was planted with almost 1,000 trees. Templeton College laid 
on free food for those from Earthwatch, the City Council and the village who 
stayed the whole day. Both fields had now been planted up with standard trees. 
The next tasks were replacing dead trees, weeding and bramble cutting, planting 
hedges and coppice trees under the pylons. The Friends group had applied for 
grant aid from the Vale to install a gate and fencing along the east field.  

O. Thames Path-The Clerk had emailed the National Trails Office in Holton about 
the two issues raised at the last meeting of the state of the footpath along Fiddler’s 
Elbow and the slippery foot planks on the bridge by the weirs. She had heard back 
that the issues would be looked at once the river levels were more stable. 

P. Saturday Office- The Clerk and Cllr. Swaisland attended the Parish Office on 
Saturday 9th February, 2008. There was one enquiry. A resident from Manor 
Grove came to discuss two items. One was the school buses that were parking in 
the morning. The other was a dispute with the County Council about the roots of a 
tree in the verge that seemed to be breaking up the drive to her house. Both Cllr. 
Johnston and Cllr. Swaisland had looked at the problem and differed in whether or 
not it was caused by the tree.  

Q. Playing Fields Association-The Clerk had received an email from the Secretary 
of the Playing Fields. They had decided to go ahead with the resurfacing of the car 
park at Forest Side. The cost would be £10,800.  They had looked into sources of 
grant aid. The Trust for Oxford’s Environment did not fund car parks. They would 
like confirmation that the funding would be available from the Parish Council’s 
earmarked reserve of £15,000 for Playing Field improvements. They thanked the 
Parish Council for the additional litter bin. The Clerk was asked to request that the 
Association should apply to the Vale for grant aid to offset some of the cost to the 
Parish Council.  

R. St Swithun’s Road-The Clerk had received an email from a resident in St. 
Swithun’s Road. He was concerned that there was still mud and rain water 
flooding into his garden when it rained heavily. He believed it was now coming 
from the lane to the playing fields. Things had improved following the work on 
clearing the culvert under the road. It was agreed to write to the Vale and County 
Council on the resident’s behalf.  
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3625. CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID 
A. Ryder-Cheshire Volunteers- A request had been made for a grant of £200 

towards a Leisure and Learning project costing £22,560. The project was open to 
people with any physical disability in the Vale area. It was agreed to offer a grant 
on a proposition by Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers and seconded by Cllr. Patterson. There was 
a discussion about the level of the grant as this was a national organisation. Cllr. 
Patterson proposed and Cllr. Holland seconded a grant of £200. An amendment by 
Cllr. Auton seconded by Cllr. Ellis was proposed to give the normal grant of £25 
for national organisations as agreed in the council’s policy on grant giving. This 
was agreed by seven votes to five. The amendment was adopted as the main 
motion unanimously. The Clerk would write to the organisation asking them 
whether they directly helped anyone in the village. The Parish Council’s members 
would re-consider the level of grant if they did.  

B. Save Radley Lakes- A letter had been received from Peter Harbour on behalf of 
this campaign. He attended the meeting and spoke about the campaign and the 
need to have judicial review of the County Council’s decision not to grant Village 
Green status to the land near the lake following a public enquiry. Cllr. Johnston 
explained that this lake was very important as a habitat in the South East and that 
he supported the campaign. He left the meeting as he had declared a prejudicial 
interest. Cllr. Patterson reported that he would caution about supporting a pressure 
group but it would be in order to support either Radley Parish Council or 
Abingdon Town Council taking on the judicial review process. There was a 
discussion which broadly agreed with helping a neighbouring Parish Council. On 
the motion proposed by Cllr. Patterson seconded by Cllr. Perkins to give a grant 
subject to the judicial review being made in the name of a local council, this was 
approved with one abstention. It was agreed that the level of the grant would be 
determined once an approach had been made by the relevant local council.  

C. Enterprise- Letter from the company formerly called Isis Accord. They had sent 
the cost for the grass cutting in the village. Verge cutting was £288.41 per cut. 
Forest Side was £66.02 per cut and Playfield Road was £81.49 per cut.  

D. Communities and Local Government-Consultation on the Orders and 
Regulations relating to the Conduct of Local Authority Members in England.  The 
deadline was 15th February 2008. Cllr. Patterson explained that this was another 
duty that had been transferred to local government with no additional funding.  

E. ORCC-Details of a networking event on 13th February about rural communities. 
F. Oxfordshire County Council- Copy of the Public Transport Guide that was 

delivered in the county via the free newspapers. They wanted to know if there was 
any place in the village that could keep a stock for those who did not receive free 
newspapers. Copy of the Home2School Newsletter. 

G. Vale of White Horse District Council- Copy of the agenda for the Standards 
Committee held on 4th February 2008. Poster about Flood Protection Products Fair 
on 7th February 2008. Press release on the new planning application system 1APP. 
Details of the consultation on the Health Improvement Plan which could be 
downloaded from the Vale’s website.  

H. OPFA- Copy of the Playing Field newsletter and details of a Play and Sports 
Seminar to be held on  14th May in Steeple Aston at a cost of £25.  

I. Appointment of External Auditor- Information that the auditors were still BDO 
Stoy Hayward LLP and the audit fee would be £400. 

J. River Thames Society- Notification of their Annual General Meeting to be held 
on 8th March 2008. 

K. NSPCC- Thank you letter for the money raised at the Christmas tree lights 
‘switch-on’ and carols.  

L. Vale and Downland Museum-Thank you card for the grant aid.  
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M. RBS Software Solutions- Details of their merger with HLH Connect Ltd.  
N. Brochures- Wicksteeds, Blueton, Queensbury Shelters, Public Sector, Browns 

Groundcare Hire. 
N. Mrs Summers, Upper Road-Thank you note for the new bus shelter at Kenville 

Road.  
O. SLCC- Details of a regional conference to be held on 15th April 2008. 
 
3626. FINANCIAL REPORT 
Statement of Bank Accounts as at 31st January 2008 –  
Community Account                                                                              £500.00
Business Premium Account.                                                                    £11,064.56
Earmarked Funds £59,782.28
National Savings Investment Account                              £7,392.54

Sub total £78,739.38
Outstanding cheque 0

Total £78,739.38
Charity Land B.P.A.                                                                                £334.06

 
The financial report and accounts for payment were approved on a proposition by 
Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers and seconded by Cllr. Swaisland.  
 
Direct Debit 

Virgin Media 1st January 2008 
Internet and telephone charges 

£26.56 

 
Payments Received 

Kennington Village Hall 
Contribution to litter clearance 

£371.28 

 
Accounts to be paid 

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 
 

616 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Expenses for January 

£109.00 LGA 1972 

617 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Net Salary less Tax and NI January 

£952.84 LGA 1972 

618 Mr A Pope  
February Wages less tax 
Gross wages 5 weeks @ £49.98  

£194.90 LGA 1972 

619 HM Revenue and Customs 
Clerk’s and Village Warden’s tax and NI 

£376.97 LGA 1972 

620 Oxford Said Business School Ltd 
Photocopying November 

£27.79 LGA 1972 

621 Kennington Village Hall 
Hire of rooms 

£58.90 LGA 1972 

622 R J Westell 
Christmas Tree Lights 

£896.52 LGA 1972 

623 N Paddick 
Cleaning of bus shelters 

£19.50 PC Act 1957 

624 SLCC Enterprises Ltd 
Practitioner Conference 

£223.25 LGA 1972 

625 D & N Building Contractors 
Removal of old bus shelters and installation of 
litter bins 

£660.00 PC Act 1957 / 
Litter Act 1983 

626 Dataprint 
Printing 500 x A5 4 page questionnaire 

£200.92 LGA 1972 

627 Friends of Kendall Copse 
Grant aid 

£150.00 LGA 1972  
S137 
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629 Queensbury Shelters Ltd 
New bus shelter at Kenville Road stop 

£4,588.38 PC Act 1957 

  £8,458.97  
 
From Playing Fields Account 
 

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 
 

628 Thames Water 
Water for pavilion 

£59.94 LG(Misc Pro) Act 
1976 

 
3627. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
The minutes of the planning committee on 4th December 2007 were noted.  
 
3628. REPORTS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
Youth Club- Cllr. Jennings reported that he had attended a management committee 
meeting. There had been more refurbishment of the club and the kitchen had been 
painted and refitted. The club was planning an open evening in May. 
Playing Fields Association- Cllr. Johnston noted that he had little to add to the 
Clerk’s report on the discussions with the Association. It had been agreed that a 
working party led by Dave Kingsbury would be dismantling the old shed on Forest 
Side.  
 
3629. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 
Cllr. Mason- He was concerned by the condition of Footpath No 2 from Rowles 
Close to Kennington Road. He asked for it to be cleaned more regularly. He felt that 
the land owned by the Davies brothers needed work to stop the bank eroding. He was 
also concerned about the poor state of the Tandem public house. This had been raised 
at the last meeting and the Clerk was instructed to write to Greene King.  
Cllr. Jennings- He wanted to ask if there had been any response to his idea to install 
a fence along the path by the Co-op. There had been activity by the Police 
Community Support Officers (PCSO) booking people parking on the yellow lines and 
signs had been put up. He noted that there were concrete blocks being installed at 
Redbridge Hollow.  
Cllr. Biggs- He reported that the PCSO had sent out letters to the residents of Grundy 
Crescent to say they would be booking people for obstruction if cars were parked in 
the road during the school leaving time.  
Cllr. Holland – He said that a verge outside 8 Simpsons Way had been laid with 
concrete slabs while work was being done. It was agreed to wait and see if the verge 
was reinstated. He said that residents of Links Road had complained to the Playing 
Fields Association about trees over growing their boundaries from the playing field 
and they had had no action or reply. The Chairman suggested that as Cllr. Holland 
was one of the complainants he should leave the meeting which he did. Cllr. Johnston 
explained to the council that the Association were still investigating what work was 
needed. He apologised that the residents had not been written to and would raise it at 
the next meeting.  
Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers- She asked if the Electricity Board could be written to about the 
state of the electricity sub-station in Bagley Close as the fence was in a poor state of 
repair. She said someone had mentioned a pothole in St Swithuns’s Road. The Clerk 
said she believed it had been filled in but she would check.  
Cllr. Baggott- He was concerned about a garden in Rowles Close that seemed to be 
used as dumping ground for builders waste. Cllr. Patterson said he had alerted the 
Vale and they had powers to serve a notice under Section 215 to get the owner to 
clear the land. He also mentioned the footpath from Bagley Wood Road to Upper 
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Road needed the fallen leaves to be removed.  
Cllr. Auton- He reported that he had seen the PCSO issuing a ticket to a driver of a 
parked car outside the Co-op which was a good move.  
Cllr. Ellis- He had been very pleased that the damaged verges in St Swithun’s Road 
had been repaired so quickly. It was agreed to write a thank you letter to Oxfordshire 
Highways. He said that the graffiti on the pavilion at Playfield Road was obscene and 
should be removed as soon as possible.  
Cllr. Patterson- He asked that the owner of the land at the end of Upper Road should 
be located and asked to cut back the trees and tidy it up. The Clerk said the land did 
not seem to be registered with the land registry so it was difficult to identify the 
owner. She would write to the County Council.  
Cllr. Perkins- He noted that the pothole in Kennington Road near the junction with 
Upper Road he reported many months ago was still not repaired and was growing in 
size.  
 
3630. REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Cllr. Johnston spoke about the plans for the removal of the dumped waste at 
Redbridge Hollow. The lead officer John Parry had organised that concrete barriers be 
erected to prevent access to the site. A budget of £850,000 had been allocated to 
remove the waste in the next two to three years. It was likely to be contaminated with 
asbestos which was why it would cost so much to remove. He spoke of the County’s 
Council Tax which was to increase by 3.8% representing about £30 on a band D 
property. He was concerned that there had been no allowance made for an ageing 
population and that there would be pressure on service for older people as well as 
services for children. The proposal to reintroduce weeding killing on county roads had 
been removed which he regretted. He spoke about the proposal to build a facility in 
either Ardley or Sutton Courtney to produce energy from waste. Cllr. Perkins asked if 
Oxfordshire still accepted London’s waste. Cllr. Johnston said they did not. Cllr. 
Mason asked if the waste could not be used at Didcot Power Station. Cllr. Johnston 
replied that it might have been possible if there was a plant to produce pellets out of 
the waste but there were no plans to convert the power station. Cllr. Auton spoke 
about his concern about the new facilities at Thornhill Park and Ride.  
 
3631. REPORT OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Cllr. Jennings said that the ruling group was proposing an increase in the council tax 
of 4.99% and they risked getting capped. He said they had proposed a cut of £135,000 
in services and might be overspent by a further £250,000. 
 
Cllr. Patterson said that the government increase in funding to the Vale had been 2%. 
This had been inadequate to cover pay increases at 2.5% and the cost of funding the 
increased concessionary bus fares for free travel from 1st April and the demands of 
providing funding for the staff pensions. Even with the increase proposed, the Vale 
had one of the lowest council tax levels in England. They were currently 9th lowest 
out of 238 District Councils. They had asked Central Government if they could tax at 
the level of South Oxfordshire which was the 28th lowest but the request had been 
refused. He spoke about the plans for the Old Gaol in detail. The preferred bidder was 
Cranbourne Homes. The details of the capital receipt would be available once 
planning permission was agreed and any issues such as possible contamination of land 
and an archaeological investigation had been resolved. Public access to the river was 
to be maintained. He asked if members who had a concessionary bus pass could check 
their tickets to ensure they were billed for the correct journey. He would be interested 
in hearing about errors. He spoke about the death of a colleague, Jim Moley from 
Wantage, and said there was to be a by election on 13th March. He had been invited to 
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a meeting at the Said Business School and would be asking about the plans for Egrove 
Park. He invited members to let him know if they wanted to raise any particular 
issues.  
 
3632. ITEMS FOR A FUTURE MEETING 
It was agreed to discuss a date in the autumn for the working party to trim trees.  
 
 
Meeting Closed – 9.30pm   
 
 
 
 
Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


