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KENNINGTON                                       Minutes of the Meeting held on 
PARISH COUNCIL Thursday 15th January 2009 at 7.30 pm 
OXFORDSHIRE                                in Rooms 2/3 of the Village Centre  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Cllr. Biggs in the chair 
Present:  
Cllr. Ellis  
Cllr. Mrs. Horseman 
Cllr. Mason 

Cllr. Patterson  
Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers 
Cllr. Swaisland 

 
In Attendance:  Mrs. P. Johnston (Clerk) and a member of the press.  
 
3760. MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
There were no matters raised.  
 
3761. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
Cllr. Auton, Cllr. Baggott, Cllr. Charlett, Cllr. Holland, Cllr. Johnston, Cllr Perkins 
and Cllr. Jennings  
 
3762. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest.   
 
3763. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
The minutes of the meeting on 15th December 2008 were approved and signed as a 
correct record.  
 
3764. MINUTES OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE AND CONFIRMATION 

OF THE BUDGET AND PRECEPT FOR 2009-2010 
The minutes of the meeting on 8th January 2009 were signed as a correct record. The 
estimates for the budget were confirmed and the precept for 2009-2010 was agreed at 
£71, 212. 

 
3765. REPORT OF THE CLERK 
A. Play Areas Working Group- The Clerk had been in contact with the three 

landscape designers. She had a response from one of them and was arranging an 
informal meeting on site at Playfield Road. The deadline for the Playbuilder Grant 
was 15th March 2009 so there was not a lot of time to prepare the application. 
There needed to be more involvement with the young people in the village. It was 
agreed that there would be an afternoon at the pavilion on 17th February from 
noon to 3pm when local children could design their ideal play area. The Clerk 
would prepare leaflets to hand out at St Swithun’s School and for Matthew Arnold 
children waiting for the school bus.  

B. Bus Shelter Cleaning- There had been a number of comments about the quality 
of the cleaning of the bus shelters. The Clerk had investigated whether a local 
company would be interested. It was agreed that a specification needed to be 
drawn up before approaching local companies. The Chairman would approach 
someone in the business to ask their advice.   

C. Parking of bicycle at bus shelter- The Clerk had a call from the cyclist as a 
response to the letter that was attached to his bicycle. He would like to continue to 
use the bus shelter. He lived in East Oxford and he got a lift to work in Didcot 
from a colleague who came through Kennington to pick him up. The Clerk had 
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had an email comment from a local resident in Bagley Wood Road that he should 
be allowed to park it there or the Parish Council should supply a cycle rack near 
one of the bus stops so that cyclists could use a combination of  bus and bicycle to 
get to work. This idea was discussed and rejected. It was decided that the Parish 
Council would not encourage the use of the bus shelters as cycle racks and the 
Clerk was to write to the owner of the cycle to ask him to stop chaining the cycle 
to the bus shelter.  

D. Replacement Play Bark- In December the bark was renewed at both Forest Side 
and Playfield Road by Berinsfield Community Business. When the bark was 
delivered it was found to be about twice as much as was needed for the two play 
areas. There had been an extra cost involved in moving it to Playfield Road and 
spreading it there. The total cost of the work was £2,255. The surplus bark had 
been offered to other Parish Councils and local residents via the web site if they 
were willing to collect it.  

E. Tree Issues- The Clerk had had a response from Judith Osborn the Landscape 
Advisor for the County Council. In relation to the damage to the drive at 6 Manor 
Grove, the response was that the resident would have to provide evidence such as 
a professional arboricultural report and then submit a claim. She reported that the 
tree in the verge at 167 The Avenue would be inspected. 

F. Verges near St Swithun’s School- According to Ms Osborn’s letter, there was no 
record of the emails or letters the Clerk had written to the tree officers. Ms Osborn 
had provided the pro forma to be completed so that a planting scheme can be 
agreed. There was no suggestion for types of plants suitable for a verge so it 
would be necessary to get someone who was experienced in this type of work to 
prepare a scheme and had the necessary insurance cover to do the work. It was felt 
that this would be an expensive option as it had been hoped to do the work with 
volunteers.  

G. Flood Issues- The Clerk had received a letter from the Vale about two minor 
works schemes that they were about to start. The first was at the Fish Ponds on the 
slip road to the bypass. They were proposing to install a post and rail fence 
alongside the existing footpath with filling behind the fence to prevent the pond 
from over spilling the footpath. In addition they would be fitting a flap valve on 
the highway drain outlet into the pond. The second project was in Kennington 
Road, Radley near the Paddock. The stream which divided Radley and 
Kennington had an outlet with a trash screen which was occasionally blocked. It 
was proposed to replace it with a sloping screen and concrete bagwork side walls 
to make it safer to remove debris and reduce the risk of the screen becoming 
blocked. The Clerk had also been contacted by Keith Hutchence from the 
Environment Agency (EA). He had invited the Parish Council to a meeting at the 
Guildhall in Abingdon on 22nd January. The meeting was to get the views on the 
various options to be put forward by the EA for the major flood prevention 
scheme for Oxford. Cllr. Patterson had attended a briefing for the Oxford Flood 
Alliance and he explained what was planned. The Clerk and Cllr. Charlett would 
attend the meeting in Abingdon.  

H. Clerk’s Training – The Clerk attended a training session on the end of year 
procedures for the new accounting software.  It was an excellent course. During 
the session she learnt about a service that RBS Software provides which was 
called Databank. They would store and verify the monthly data from the accounts 
off site for £90 per year.  It was agreed that this was an excellent idea and the 
Clerk would investigate it in more detail.  

I.  Saturday Office- On 10th January Cllr. Swaisland and the Clerk had three callers. 
A couple from Grundy Crescent came to complain about the parking of cars in 
Grundy Crescent by people who were collecting children from St Swithun’s 
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School. They said that the newly painted advisory white lines were being ignored 
and their drive was often blocked by cars. They said there was parking on the 
verge along the back garden of No 25 which meant it was difficult to drive 
between the parked cars. They felt the only solution was to get support from the 
school to discourage parking in Grundy Crescent or to turn the large grass verge in 
The Avenue into a car park. A resident from Bagley Close came to talk about the 
slurry seal surface treatment put on the footpaths. He felt that it had been well 
done but was being threatened by weed growth. He had been disappointed by the 
preparation work done before the seal was sprayed on. He felt that Oxfordshire 
Highways should have monitored it more carefully. He was also worried about the 
noise from the A34. On a suggestion by Cllr. Swaisland it was agreed to reduce 
the time of the office from March 2009 to one hour from 10-11am for 2009. 
 

3766. CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID 
 
A. Vale of White Horse District Council- Invitation for three members to attend the 

briefing on the Core Strategy Preferred Options on 22nd January between 7pm and 
9pm at Wantage Civic Hall. It was agreed that Cllr. Swaisland would represent the 
Parish Council. Copy of the Information Sheet for Parish Councils. Copy of the 
“Working together for a better future” sustainable community strategy document. 
Letter about the proposed boundary changes. Letter about the formation and 
funding off Local Community Flood Groups. Consultation Document on the draft 
budget proposals with a deadline of 22nd January for comments.   

B. Communities and Local Government- Consultation document on code of 
recommended practice on local authority publicity as part of the Communities in 
Control-Real people, real power White Paper. Deadline for response 12th March 
2009.  The Chairman agreed to read the document.  

C. Rural Services Network- Request for the Parish Council to join their 
organisation at a cost of £60. They were a not for profit organisation to argue the 
case on behalf of rural services. It was agreed not to join this organisation.  

D. South Oxfordshire Core Strategy- Letter inviting suggestion for issues that 
should be addressed by the core strategy. Details were available on the South 
Oxfordshire District Council website.  

E. Thames Valley Police- Leaflet showing the services and opening times of the 
local and main police stations in the Thames Valley area. The nearest police 
stations were Oxford St Aldates and Abingdon which were tier three stations and 
will provide the full range of services described in the leaflet.  

F. SLCC- Copy of the Clerk magazine and 2009 Conference programme.  
G. Chairman of the Vale of White Horse District Council- Thank you letter for 

the invitation to the Carols around the Tree.  
H. The Oxfordshire Woodland Project- Thank you letter for the grant aid.  
I. South and Vale Carers Centre- Thank you letter for the grant aid.  
J. Air Ambulance-Thank you letter for the grant aid.  
K. River Thames Society- Invitation to their Annual conference on 21st February, 

2009.  
L. Oxfordshire Highways- Acknowledgement of the letter written about various 

tree issues in the village.  
M. Playbuilder Grant-Copy of the grant application form.  
N. NHS Oxfordshire- Magazine from the Primary Care Trust.  
O. Trust for Oxfordshire’s  Environment- Copy of their 10th Anniversary 

brochure.  
P. Oxfordshire Rural Community Council- Copy of the ORCC Review.  
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Q. BBO Wildlife Trust – Copy of their magazine Wildlife and Thames Valley 
newsletter.  

R. White Horse Half Marathon- Posters advertising the date as 5th April satring 
from Millbrook School Grove.  

S. Clerks and Councils Direct- Copy of their magazine for Parish and Town 
Councils.  

T. Oxfordshire County Council- Letter and posters about a campaign against 
Domestic Abuse. It gives details of a new helpline for victims of abuse 0800 731 
0055.  

U. Home 2 School- Copy of the magazine for Spring 2009.  
V. Kennington Festival Handicapped Group- Thank you letter for the grant aid. 
W. Friends of Kennington Library- Letter from the Friends requesting help with the 

Library’s Literary Festival on 7th March 2009.  
X. Kennington4Fairtrade – A letter had been received from the group. They want 

to know if the Parish Council would commit to offering at least two or more 
Fairtrade Mark products when it was catering. The Clerk normally used Fairtrade 
coffee, tea and sugar as well as fruit juice and occasionally wine for Parish 
Council activities.  

Y. Brochures- Wicksteads. 
 

3767. FINANCIAL REPORT AND ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
 
Statement of Bank Accounts as at 31st December 2008 –  
Community Account                                                                              £500.00
Business Premium Account.                                                                    £23,197.57
Earmarked Funds Account £51,519.78
National Savings Investment Account                              £7,679.15

Sub total £82,896.50
Less outstanding cheques £1,513.88

Total £81,383.17
Charity Land B.P.A.                                                                                £343.29

 
Direct Debit 

Virgin Media January 2009 
Internet and telephone charges  

£27.29 

 
Accounts paid between meetings 

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 
 

835 Enterprise  
Verge Cutting 
Replacement cheque for No 104817 which 
was lost in post. 

£338.88 LGA 1972 

 
The financial report and accounts for payment were agreed on a proposition by Cllr. 
Patterson seconded by Cllr. Mrs Rodgers.   
 
Accounts agreed at meeting 

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 
 

836 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Expenses for December 

£111.29 LGA 1972 

837 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Net Salary December less Tax  

£968.95 LGA 1972 

838 Mr A Pope  
January Wages less tax 

£163.12 LGA 1972 
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Gross wages  
4 weeks litter collection @ £51.03 per week 

839 HM Revenue and Customs 
Clerk’s and Village Warden’s tax and 
Employer’s NI 

£372.53 LGA 1972 

840 Kennington Village Hall 
Hire of Rooms January 

£83.50 LGA 1972 
 

841 Queensbury Shelters Ltd 
Two bus shelters Invoices 34886/34887 

£7,190.95 PC Act 1957 
 

842 Kennington Village Hall 
Payment of Dividend from Charity Land 
Account 

£340.00 LGA 1972 

843 Sustrans 
Grant Aid 

£50.00 S137 LGA 1972 

844 Victim Support 
Grant Aid 

£250.00 S137 LGA 1972 

846 Said Business School 
Photocopying Dec 2008 

£26.29 LGA 1972 

847 Berinsfield Community Business 
Preparing play area at Forest Side and 
Playfield Road and spreading woodchip 

£2,593.25 LG (Misc. Prov.) Act 
1976 

849 Fairtrade Foundation 
Material for Fairtrade fortnight 

£49.50 LGA 1972 
S137 

 
 
From Playing Fields Account 

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 
 

845 Monro South 
Fleet Superwhite Powder 

£95.22 LG (Misc. Prov.) Act 
1976 

848 British Gas Business 
Gas for Pavilion 30/09-31/12/2008 

£246.21 LG (Misc. Prov.) Act 
1976 

 
3768. REVIEWING AND PLANNING  
Cllr. Mason had produced a paper about three topics. A copy of the paper was 
attached to the minutes.  
 
A. Young People and the PC- He was concerned about getting more young people 

involved in village organisations. There was a general discussion. Cllr. Patterson 
described the work of the Youth Forum set up by the District Council in 1996. 
Cllr. Mrs. Horseman suggested using the Kennington Chronicle to encourage 
involvement by publishing an article about the work of the Parish Council. Cllr. 
Mrs. Rodgers said that there were to be a number of activities at the Kennington 
Library Literary Festival in March to encourage involvement of young people. It 
was agreed that the Clerk would write to Mrs Ryan, Head Teacher of Matthew 
Arnold and ask if Cllr. Swaisland could meet her to discuss her students using the 
Parish Council as a resource for their citizenship studies.  

B. Fairtrade Village- He reported on the progress of the action plan. A letter had 
been sent to village organisations asking for their commitment to using Fairtrade 
products. He wanted to order some Fairtrade marketing items which was approved 
at a cost of £49.50. There would be a taster session organised by the Coop. The 
Village Hall was booked for the 28th February during the Fairtrade fortnight for 
the sale of Fairtrade goods and other activities.  

C. Plastic Bag Free Village-This was discussed. It was felt important to raise 
people’s awareness of the need to re-use bags. It was suggested that an article 
could be written for the Kennington Chronicle. It was agreed to contact the two 
retail shops to discuss the issues.  
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3769. REPORTS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
There were no reports.  
 
3770. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 
Cllr. Patterson- He had noted that the drain cover in Bagley Wood Road had not 
been replaced. The Clerk would check to see if it was a Thames Water drain cover.  
Cllr. Swaisland- He wanted to report a pothole in the pavement outside Nos 9/11 
Manor Grove.  
Cllr. Ellis- He had noted that there had been a lot of graffiti on the pavilion and 
storage container on Playfield Road Playing Field. Cllr Patterson said it was important 
to record the tags of the graffiti artists as they could identify the culprits. Cllr. Ellis 
said that the hedge laying along the boundary between the Memorial Field and the 
Playing Field was very well done.  
Cllr. Biggs- He was concerned about the future of the Neighbourhood Action Group. 
Initially there had been attendance by high ranking police officers but now there were 
mainly the Police Community Support Officers and the local Sergeant. Most of the 
other Community Police Officers had been transferred to other duties or had left the 
area.  He felt that it was not serving a useful purpose and was only concerned in doing 
visual audits which Parish Councils do routinely. Cllr. Patterson said he would be 
attending a meeting with the Chief Constable of  the Thames Valley Police and would 
raise this point.  
 
3771. REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Cllr. Johnston presented a written report as follows: 
 
 “As ever the County is almost totally pre-occupied with preparing the annual budget, 
which will go to Full Council in February.  At the time of writing an increase of 
3.85%, which is equivalent to a £42 pa increase for a band D property is still in all the 
paperwork.  The ruling Group have now closed their budget hole, which previously 
was some £700,000.  However this has been at the expense of further reductions in 
budget headings.  In the opinion of many at least one of these, a reduction of 
£400,000 in the Social and Communities Directorate is not achievable, and could 
dangerously reduce the access of children and families to access to help, as the criteria 
are to be tightened.  If the savings are not achieved, then a further hole will open up in 
the budget during the course of the next financial year (2009/10). 
 
On a different subject there is now a figure of £69,000 in the Capital Budget for a new 
pitch at Redbridge.  As this is to be sited on the area currently covered with illegally 
dumped waste, I am cautiously optimistic that the funds for clearing the site will have 
to be brought forward from 2010/11, where they are currently located.  The idea is of 
course to clear all the illegally dumped material, and then prevent further dumping 
through having a new pitch.” 
 
3772. REPORT OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Cllr. Jennings was not at the meeting as he had recently had a family bereavement.  
 
Cllr. Patterson reported on three matters. He updated the Parish Council on the 
restructuring of the Senior Management Team of the Vale and South Oxfordshire. 
The three Strategic Directors had been appointed from the four in post. They were 
Steve Bishop originally from the Vale and Mat Prosser and Anna Robinson from 
South Oxfordshire. On 23rd February the next tier of officers would be decided. These 
were the Deputy Directors or Head of Service. There were eight positions and thirteen 
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people currently in post. Two people from the Vale, Rodger Hood and Bill Farrar , 
were taking early retirement leaving eleven to apply for the posts. Once the 
restructuring was complete it meant the two councils would have reduced their senior 
staff numbers from 21 to 12 producing substantial savings in staff costs.  
 
He spoke about the new recycling contract. It had been won by an Irish company 
called Verdant. They would be replacing Grundun in South Oxfordshire from June 
2009 and Veolia in the Vale from October 2010. The service would use wheelie bins. 
Dry waste and recycling would be collected on an alternating fortnightly basis with a 
food waste collection each week. He mentioned that the bins would have microchips 
installed. They would only be used to locate missing bins, dates collected and record 
weights. There was no intention to charge individual households based on these 
weights.   
 
He reported that the Vale was still consulting on the Council Tax but it was likely that 
the increase would be 4.99% which meant that the Vale was likely to be the twelfth 
lowest Council Tax out of 238 authorities. It had been decided to freeze the car park 
charges to help the struggling shopping areas in the market towns.  
 
Cllr. Patterson answered a question from Cllr. Swaisland about the bus passes and 
whether return tickets should be issued and if that would save money. Cllr. Patterson 
explained that the District Council received a 40% discount to reflect this and any 
return journey from Oxford was paid for by Oxford City Council. The funding from 
central government had not reflected the burden on local authorities especially in 
popular seaside areas. The Vale had to pay £400,000 in addition to the £600,000 from 
central government.  He confirmed to Cllr. Mason that the new wheelie bins would be 
issued near the start date of the contract in October 2010.  
 
Meeting Closed – 9.00pm   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


