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KENNINGTON                                       Minutes of the Meeting held on 
PARISH COUNCIL Thursday 14th January 2010 at 7.30 pm 
OXFORDSHIRE                                in Kennington Village Hall 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Cllr. Biggs in the chair 
Present:  
Cllr. Baggott  
Cllr. Charlett  
Cllr. Cobb 
Cllr. Ellis  
Cllr. Mrs. Horseman  
Cllr. Jennings 

Cllr. Johnston  
Cllr. Mason  
Cllr. Patterson  
Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers 
Cllr. Swaisland

 
In Attendance:  Mrs. P. Johnston (Clerk), County Councillor Arash Fatemian and 
one member of the public. 
 
3925. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
There were no items raised.  
 
3926. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
Apologies were received from Cllr. Holland and Cllr. Perkins.  
 
3927. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Cllr. Johnston declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Item 3930A as he was a 
member of Radley Parish Council. Cllr. Johnston and Cllr. Patterson declared a 
personal interest in Item 3930B as they were members of the Vale of White Horse 
District Council.  
 
3928. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
The minutes of the meeting on 10th December 2009 were approved and signed as a 
correct record. 
 
3929. REPORT OF THE CLERK 
A. Contracts for the Grass Cutting- The Clerk had drawn up the three contract 

papers and plans for the re-tender. It was decided to hold a meeting of the Grass 
Cutting Contracts Working Group on 5th January 2010 to discuss the contract 
papers. The Group consisted of Cllrs. Baggott, Biggs, Charlett and Ellis. The 
Clerk reported that she had two responses from the advertisement in the Chronicle 
and she had done some investigation to find other contractors without success. It 
was agreed to recommend to the Parish Council that as time was short before the 
start of the cutting season in March it would be sensible to use the current 
contractors this season but modify the current contracts in line with the agreed 
minor alterations discussed at the previous meeting. This would allow time for the 
Clerk to ask neighbouring Parish and Town Councils about suitable contractors 
ready for documents to be sent out in September/October 2010 for the 2011 
season. This was agreed.  

B. Salt Bins- The Clerk had been aware during the last few weeks how difficult it 
had been to obtain gritting salt for the village as there was only one highway salt 
bins in the village at Otters Reach. She had been contacted by a resident of 
Blackman Close requesting a salt bin at the entrance to the Close. It had been 
suggested by other residents to locate bins at Edward Road, Kenville Road, Poplar 
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Grove and Playfield Road. The Clerk had investigated the supply of the bins from 
the County Council.  The cost was £150 ex VAT per bin. If the Parish Council 
wished to purchase some for next winter, it would be necessary to create a budget 
for this expenditure. The Clerk had received a very useful briefing note from the 
SLCC Solicitor. It explained that the Parish Council had no powers to provide grit 
bins or clear roads and pavements unless delegated by the County Council.  The 
responsibility for snow clearance and gritting of roads and pavements was clearly 
with the County Council within Oxfordshire. A Parish Council could purchase grit 
bins from the County Council using LGA 1972 section 137. The purchase needed 
to be checked with the Parish Council’s insurance company as there may be a 
liability if there was a problem. There was a long discussion about the issues. The 
Chairman invited Cllr. Fatemian to update the Parish Council about various 
matters relating to grit supplies and the difficulty in keeping even the priority one 
routes clear. It was agreed to lobby the County Council to move the 35 bus route 
to priority one as it was Premium Bus Route. There was a discussion about 
reintroducing salt bins. On a proposition by the Chairman and seconded by Cllr. 
Mason it was agreed be eight votes to four to discuss the provision of the bins 
with the County Council. A proposition by Cllr. Cobb and seconded by Cllr. Mrs. 
Horseman was agreed by eight votes to three with one abstention to allocate 
£1,500 from the earmarked budget to the purchase of the bins.  

C. Litter Picking Sticks- The Chairman was contacted by a resident who had 
previously asked to borrow some litter pick sticks. It was suggested that the Parish 
Council holds a small stock for occasional use. The cost for about 10 sticks and 
gloves would be around £30. The Parish Council had 6 hi visibility waistcoats 
already which could be loaned as well. It was agreed to purchase the sticks and 
gloves. Residents could borrow them for a week and they would be charged a £5 
refundable deposit.  

D. Progress of the Playbuilder Project- Since the last meeting the Christmas 
holidays and the cold weather had meant there had been little progress on the 
project. Most of the equipment was in place apart from attaching moving parts and 
the planting had been done. The major work still to do was levelling the site and 
installing the tiles in the grass and seeding the area. The Clerk had requested an 
interim invoice for the work completed to allow her to reclaim the VAT earlier 
than the end of the financial year.   

E. Re-surfacing under the bus shelters- The Clerk and Cllr. Charlett met Mr Ayres 
whose company would be doing the work at the bus shelters on 18th December 
2009 and agreed the work needing to be done. He had hoped to start the work in 
January but the weather had prevented an early start.   

F. Installation of the bollards- The Clerk had ordered the Hanit® bollards and they 
should be delivered in late January. Once they have been received Mr Ayres who 
had been approved to work on the verges by the County Council would arrange 
for the work to be done.  

G. Parish Boundary Review- A letter had been received from Tim Treherz of the 
Vale to inform the Parish Council that the proposal to move the boundary between 
South Hinksey and Kennington was not possible because it would not be 
coterminous with the district ward boundary. A meeting had been requested to 
discuss the matter. Cllr. Patterson asked to be involved in this discussion.  

H. Saturday Office- The Clerk and Cllr. Ellis attended the office on 2nd January, 
2010. There were a few visitors. The issues raised relating to highway matters 
were potholes in Kennington Road near the Manor House; the uneven footpath 
from 12 The Avenue to Grundy Crescent; grass encroaching on the footpath in the 
Avenue from the two entrances to Grundy Crescent. The Village Warden reported 
a damaged litter bin in Edward Road and the school coaches parking on the slip 
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road off the bypass. A former councillor suggested that the Amenities Committee 
should walk around the village to report problems such as potholes and overgrown 
hedges. The following members agreed to do the next two Saturday offices: Cllr. 
Swaisland in February and Cllr. Charlett in March.  

I. Annual Parish Meeting- The date for the Annual Parish Meeting had been set for 
Wednesday, 26th May, 2010. This would be after the annual meeting of the Parish 
Council and the end of the financial year as agreed in November.  

K. Planting in the Highway Verge- The Clerk had checked on the County Council’s 
website and there are detailed instructions on the process. She had also written to 
the Deputy Area Engineer to make sure there are no areas that are not suitable. It 
might be difficult to find wide enough verges as they recommended at least three 
metres from the road edge for shrubs and small trees. It might be sensible for the 
Amenity Committee to look at this in detail.  

 
3930. CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUESTS FOR GRANT AID 
A. Radley Parish Council- Cllr. Johnston left the room during the discussion of this 

item. The Clerk had received a follow up letter from Radley Parish Council about 
the Judicial Review relating Thrupp and Bullfield Lakes as a Town Green. Radley 
Parish Council had had a final bill which was £21,515.20 ex VAT. They would 
receive a grant from the Save Radley Lakes group of £9,565.22 but VAT was 
chargeable on that portion of the bill. Kennington Parish Council had agreed in 
principle to consider a grant. It was agreed on a proposition by Cllr. Swaisland 
and Cllr. Cobb to offer a grant. Cllr. Charlett proposed and Cllr. Mrs. Horseman 
seconded a proposition to give a grant of £500. An alternative suggestion of 
£1,000 proposed by Cllr. Swaisland was not seconded. There was unanimous 
agreement to the £500 grant.  

B. Vale of White Horse District Council 
• Consultation papers on the Budget 2010/2011. It included proposals to remove 

the community grants budget. Deadline for comments 21st January 2010. It 
was agreed to write to object to the removal of the community grants for one 
year. Cllr. Johnston and Cllr. Patterson abstained on this vote.  

• Additional Consultation on Your Vale- Your Future . Deadline for comments 
29th January 2010. It was agreed to write in support of the policy relating to 
the Green Belt.  

• Vale Community Safety Newsletter 
• Letter about changes in the accounts payable service 

C. Oxfordshire Association for the Blind-Thank you letter for the grant aid.  
D. Sue Ryder- Thank you letter for the grant aid. 
E. South and Vale Carers Centre- Thank you letter for grant aid.  
F. OALC- Update for Members including training programme for 2010.  
G. Oxfordshire County Council-  
H. ORCC- Copy of their Magazine. 
I. Headway- A copy of their latest Newsletter.  
J. SLCC- Details of their Practitioners’ Conference on 26th and 27th February.  
K. White Horse Harriers Athletics Club- Poster for the Half Marathon on 11th 

April in Grove.  
L. Brochures- Festive News, Civic Pride UK Ltd,  
M. Kennington Literary Festival- Proof copy of the programme for the Festival on 

24th April 2010.  
N. Thames Valley Police- Copy of the Rural Abingdon newsletter. Cllr. Baggott 

commented that he felt that policing was more effective in the village with the 
PCSO Adrian Wright more visible to local residents. It was agreed to write a letter 
to Chief Inspector Andy Boyd, the Area Commander for the Vale of White Horse 
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thanking him for the improvements.  
O. BBOWT- Copy of their magazine Wildlife News. 
P. NHS Oxfordshire- Invitation to participate in the consultation on the draft service 

model for Keeping People Well. The nearest consultation event was on 28th 
January in the Town Hall, Oxford.  

 
3931. FINANCIAL REPORT AND ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
Statement of Bank Accounts as at 31st  December 2009 
Community Account                                                                              £500.00
Business Premium Account.                                                                    £88,504.63
Earmarked Funds Account £31,544.45
National Savings Investment Account                              £7,920.47

Sub total £128,469.55
Less outstanding cheques £1,299.59

Total £127,169.96
Charity Land B.P.A.                                                                                £331.13

 
The financial report and accounts for payment were agreed on a proposition by Cllr. 
Charlett seconded by Cllr. Mason.  
 
Direct Debit 

Virgin Media 
Telephone and Internet -January 

£37.41 

 
Accounts to be paid this month 

Cheque No. 
105… 

   Power to Act 
 

081 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Expenses for December 

£114.66 LGA 1972 

082 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s salary for December less tax 

£995.22 LGA 1972 

083 HM Revenue and Customs 
Clerk’s and Warden’s Tax and Employers NI 

£388.04 LGA 1972 
 

084 Mr A Pope  
Wages less tax for January 
Gross wages 4 weeks litter collection @ 
£52.50 per week 

£168.00 LGA 1972 
 

085 Kennington Village Hall 
Hire of  rooms 

£56.70 LGA 1972 

086 Oxford Said Business School Ltd 
Photocopying 

£20.18 LGA 1972 

087 S H Lewis Cleaning Ltd 
Cleaning of bus shelters  

£253.00 PC Act 1957 

088 Scorpion Signs  
Lettering on bus shelters 

£483.00 PC Act 1957 

089 Freelift Ltd 
Chairlift for Village Hall 

£4,573.00 LGA 1972 

090 Anthony Stiff Associates 
Attendance at site meeting for Playbuilder 
project 

£1,150.00 LGA 1972 

091 TCL  
Part payment of work to install the play 
equipment and landscaping for the Playbuilder 
project 

£51,750.00 LGA 1972 

093 Mrs P Johnston 
Ordnance survey maps, Black bags, postage, 
labels 

£68.25 LGA 1972 

094 Kennington Village Hall 
Dividend from Charity Land Account 

£330.00 LGA 1972 
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From Playing Fields Account 

Cheque No. 
105… 

   Power to Act 
 

092 Monro South 
Fleet Superwhite Powder 

£119.03 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

 
 

3932. REPORTS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
Kennington Playing Fields Association-Cllr. Johnston informed the members of the 
serious flooding at the Playfield Road pavilion that had been caused over the 
Christmas period by a burst pipe.  He had been in touch with the loss adjuster 
nominated by the insurance company. The pavilion would be out of action for a 
number of weeks.  
Briefing meeting on the new Waste Contract-Cllr. Mason had attended a meeting 
in December organised by the Vale. The purpose of the meeting was to let Parish 
Councils know about the new waste contract. There would be a range of wheelie bins 
for recyclables and other waste plus a food waste caddy. There would be information 
packs supplied nearer the changeover date.  
 
3933. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 
Cllr. Patterson-He wanted to send a complaint letter to the Royal Mail about the 
poor delivery service since Christmas. This was agreed.  
Cllr. Ellis- He said he had many people approach him to complain about the lack of 
gritting on the main and side roads.  
Cllr. Baggott-He said there had been a small group of people who met on 1st January 
2010 to beat the bounds.  
 
3934. REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Cllr. Fatemian followed up on his earlier report on the snow problems for the County 
Council by mentioning the helpline which was manned by a team of officers working 
sometimes from home. They provided twenty four hour cover to help people stranded 
in their homes who needed food and medical assistance. He mentioned the themed 
debate at the last County Council meeting had been chosen by the Labour group and 
was on increasing educational attainment. As part of the budget the members of the 
County Council had suspended the automatic index linking of their pay. He could 
confirm that a request had been made for a temporary footbridge when the work to the 
Redbridge railway bridge was undertaken in 2011. He had to cancel his surgery 
because of the bad weather. He explained that the County Council budget was to go to 
council on 9th February, 2010. He said he was willing to email the details of the 
budget if members wanted them.  
 
Cllr. Baggott and Cllr. Mason thanked him for his report on the Redbridge Hollow 
report and asked whether the tree screen would be replaced and the site would be 
protected until the new pitches were developed. Cllr. Patterson asked why the County 
Council did not publish a draft budget for public consultation like the Vale of White 
Horse District Council.  
 
3935. REPORT OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Cllr. Patterson reported on the re-opening of the swimming pool at the White Horse 
Leisure and Tennis Centre. It was closed as the result of damaged pipe work. The 
work had been done by the contractor who operates the pool but there was a yet to 
resolved dispute about who should be responsible for the costs of the work. He 
reported that the waste collection service had been severely disrupted by the bad 
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weather.  It had been agreed to revert to the normal schedule rather than the holiday 
one. There would be additional work on Saturdays to ensure all the back log was dealt 
with.  
 
Cllr. Jennings mentioned the resumption of the normal waste collection service. He 
spoke about the draft Executive Budget proposals issued by the ruling group on the 
Vale for consultation from 21st January 2010 for six weeks. He regretted the removal 
of grants to twenty one outside bodies and reductions to seven organisations which 
would save £83,000. He reported that the Acting Returning Officer, David Buckle, 
had decided to hold the count for the Oxford West and Abingdon, Henley and 
Wantage parliamentary constituencies on the Friday following polling day.  
 
Cllr. Charlett asked Cllr. Patterson a question about the type of businesses that were 
coming into the Abbey Shopping Centre. He felt that the high street names would 
drive out the independent stores. Cllr. Patterson said that there were no planning 
controls to specify the type of retailer. It was, in law, a commercial decision for the 
landlord, Scottish Widows.  
 
Meeting Closed – 8.45pm   
 
 
 
Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


