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KENNINGTON                                       Minutes of the Meeting held on 

PARISH COUNCIL Thursday 13
th

 January 2011 at 7.30 pm 

OXFORDSHIRE                                in Main Hall, Kennington Village Centre 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Cllr. Biggs in the chair 

Present:  
Cllr. Baggott  

Cllr. Charlett  

Cllr. Ellis 

Cllr. Jennings 

Cllr. Johnston 

Cllr. Patterson  

Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers 

Cllr. Swaisland

Cllr. Mrs Horseman 

 

In Attendance:  Mrs. P. Johnston (Clerk), Mr & Mrs Barrow from B. Spoke 

Ewaterpower,  Clerk and Member of Sandford upon Thames Parish Council and two 

members of the public. 

 

Before the Parish Council meeting, Mr Barrow gave a presentation on a speculative 

proposal to install three Hydrodynamic screws on the Kennington side of the Thames 

opposite Fiddlers Elbow at the Sandford Weir. They would be 3.7m in diameter and 

generate 150W per screw. In addition there would be fish and eel pass. There was still 

a lot of discussions and research needed before it became a firm proposal. They had to 

obtain permission of the land owner and Environment Agency permits. It was 

expected to cost £1.25 million and a company would need to be established to take the 

project forward. The idea to develop this micro generation scheme came from 

residents and members of Sandford on Thames Parish Council. They hoped to set up a 

mechanism to divert the profits into the community and hoped that Kennington Parish 

Council would join them. There were a number of questions from the members of 

Kennington Parish Council. The Chairman thanked Mr Barrow for the interesting 

presentation and the guests from Sandford on Thames for attending. It was agreed to 

discuss the matter in detail at the next meeting. 

 

4061. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 

Mr Landau commented that there was to be meeting in the Village Hall on 14
th

 

January at 7.30pm to discuss the campaign to save Kennington and other libraries 

from closure.  

 

4062. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

Apologies were received from Cllr. Cobb, Cllr. Feather, Cllr. Mason and Cllr. 

Perkins. 

 

4063. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest.  

 

4064. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

The minutes of the meeting on 9
th

 December 2010 were signed as a correct record.  

 

4065. MINUTES OF FINANCE COMMITTEE AND APPROVAL OF 

PRECEPT 

The minutes of the meeting on 16
th

 December 2010 were signed as a correct record. 

The Parish Precept for 2011-2012 was confirmed as £79,102.  
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4066. REPORT OF THE CLERK 

A. Fairtrade Village Sign- The Clerk had received two quotations for the Village 

Sign from Falcon Signs and Scorpion Signs. It was agreed to take the lower 

quotation from Scorpion Signs at a total cost of £240.00 plus VAT. It was 

regretted that the Fairtrade logo could not be used on the sign.  

B. Old Abingdon Road Railway Bridge-An email were sent from the County 

Council requesting the views of the Parish Council about a proposal to reduce the 

carriageway to 6m to allow the widening of the pavements to 2m on each side 

which would allow a shared cyclist/pedestrian pavement. Because of the raising of 

the bridge it would become more humped with poorer visibility and it was felt that 

this would be a safer option for the cyclists. The Clerk had received a detailed 

response from a resident in Kennington who was a cycling representative about 

the proposals. He had considerable concerns especially about how the cycle way 

would rejoin the roadway. After a discussion it was proposed to support the 

County Council’s proposal for a shared cycle/pedestrian pavement on a 

proposition by Cllr. Johnston seconded by Cllr. Baggott. This was agreed by six 

votes to two.  

C. Forest Side dirt cycle track- The Clerk had arranged for the company DT 

Leisure that installed Hailey’s BMX track to produce a quotation for the Forest 

Side track. David Turner from DT Leisure met the Clerk, Chairman and Vice-

Chairman on site on 7
th

 January. There were a discussion about the design of the 

track and it were agreed that a U shape route around the Leylandii trees on the 

south west corner would be possible. Mr Turner estimated it would cost about 

£12,000 plus an additional cost for the tree work. This cost could be reduced if 

someone donated the soil needed. The Clerk had started working on an application 

for a grant from WREN. However the Parish Council needed to identify a third 

party sponsor for 10% of the cost. There was a discussion about whether to ask the 

Vale to provide the sponsorship. It was felt this might delay the bid as the 

community grant funding was subject to the decision on the Vale’s budget. It was 

agreed that the Clerk would investigate if the sponsor could be an individual or the 

Playing Fields Association.  

D. Play Area Warden-The Clerk had a meeting with the Play Area Warden. He 

asked not to be paid in January and February as there was nothing for him to do. 

He would still keep an eye on the area. It were agreed with the Clerk that he could 

increase his hours in the summer. In addition more play bark and play sand 

needed to be ordered in the spring.  

E. Salt/Grit Bins- Following the last meeting and the snow fall, the Clerk contacted 

the County Council about the missing order for the salt bins. In the end she had an 

email conversation with Laura Hutchins the Area Steward. It seemed that a 

cheque was expected with the order which was why it was not processed. The 

Clerk arranged to get a cheque sent for six bins as there was a possibility to get 

them installed before the end of the winter. However she had heard that was now 

unlikely. As part of the discussion Ms Hutchins had agreed to come to the 

February Parish Council meeting.  

F. Annual Parish Meeting- In 2010 the Parish Council moved the date of the 

Annual Parish Meeting from March to May. It was felt to be important to be able 

to present the latest accounts at the meeting. As there would be a Parish Council 

election on 5
th

 May it was agreed to hold it on Wednesday 20
th

 April 2011. This 

would allow unaudited accounts to be presented but would mean that the outgoing 

council would be able to report on the year’s activities.  

G. Road Mirrors- The Clerk had found out from the County Council website that 

approval would not be given for road mirrors for a private drive to be put up on 

the highway.  
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H. Saturday Office- Cllr. Johnston and the Clerk attended the office on 8
th

 January. 

It was quiet and there was only one query. One resident asked why the waste bin 

outside the Best One shop had been removed. The Clerk said this was a decision 

by the shop as it was a private bin. It had been decided not to replace this one with 

a council bin as there was a bin nearby at the bus shelter. 

I. Highways- The Clerk had received an email follow up of an enquiry she sent in 

August 2009 about rain water not draining away outside Nos.181 and 183 Poplar 

Grove when it flowed down Manor Grove. She had asked for further 

investigations of the drains as the problem was still happening.  

J. Bagley Wood Road- Following the email from a resident in Bagley Wood Road, 

she had a reply to her inquiry about the particular area to say that it was some of 

the residents’ hedges facing on to the road. It was agreed that the general problem 

was highlighted again in the Kennington Chronicle especially as it was a good 

time in the season to trim back vegetation.  

 

4067. CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUESTS FOR GRANT AID     
A. Oxfordshire County Council- Invitation to attend a meeting about the Closer to 

communities Strategy with the County Council on 16
th

 February from 6.30pm-

8.30pm at John Mason School, Abingdon. It was agreed that Cllr. Patterson and 

the Clerk would attend.  Copy of the Snow Guide for Oxfordshire Communities.  

B. Nicola Blackwood MP- Letter from Ms Blackwood about a charity she was 

supporting which aimed to pass the Winter Fuel Payments from people who did 

not need it to those that did.  

C. Environment Agency –Letter and leaflets about the improved flood warning 

service and Exercise Watermark. It was agreed to invite John Mastroddi and Alan 

Pope to attend with the Clerk.  

D. Vale of White Horse District Council-Details of a proposal to fell a TPO walnut 

tree at 122 Kennington Road. Newsletter from the Vale with items about Flood 

prevention, emergency planning and Christmas Waste collection and disposal of 

Christmas trees.  

E. Headway- Copy of their newsletter. 

F. White Horse Harriers – Posters for their half marathon incorporating the 

Oxfordshire half marathon championship on 10
th

 April 2011.  

G. Clerk and Councils Direct- Copy of their magazine and annual suppliers guide. 

H. Thames Valle Police- Copy of the Neighbourhood policing update for January 

2011. 

I. SLCC- Details of the Oxfordshire Conference on 16
th

 February which the Clerk 

will be attending.  

J. BBOWT- Copy of their magazine Wildlife News and programme of events from 

January to April 2011.  

K. Royal British Legion- Details of planning a Poppy Weekend Event for the 90
th

 

birthday of the Royal British Legion on 10
th

 to 12
th

 June 2011.  

L. Guideposts Trust- Leaflet and poster about their services for dementia sufferers 

and carers.  

M. Helen and Douglas House- Leaflet about a fundraising idea for Simply Suppers.  

N. Navigus Planning- Details of the services they could provide to guide councils 

through the planning sections of the Localism Bill.  

O. Village Warden- Letter about recent work which had been done by contractors 

for Thames Water to solve problem with drainage at the north of the village.  
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4068. FINANCIAL REPORT AND ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

Statement of Bank Accounts as at 31
st
 December 2010 

Community Account                                                                                          £500.00 

Business Premium Account.                                                                             £13,181.52 

Earmarked Funds Account £31,560.17 

National Savings Investment Account                              £7,941.97 

Sub total £53,183.66 

Less outstanding cheques -£1,521.69 

Total £51,661.97 

Charity Land B.P.A.                                                                                              £328.91 

 

Direct Debit 
Virgin Media 

Telephone and Internet -January 

£39.21 

 

Accounts paid between meetings 
Cheque No. 

105… 

   Power to Act 

 

309 Oxfordshire County Council 

6 Salt Bins 

£1,128.00 LGA 1972 

310 Waste Recycling Group Ltd 

To release grant for Kennington Village Hall 

£363.00 LGA 1972 

 

Accounts paid in January 
Cheque No. 

105… 

   Power to Act 

 

311 Mrs P Johnston 

Clerk’s Expenses for December 

£114.66 LGA 1972 

312 Mrs P Johnston 

Clerk’s salary for December less Tax 

£992.22 LGA 1972 

313 Mr A Pope 

Village Warden’s wages for January 

4 weeks @ £52.50  

£210.00 LGA 1972 

314 HM Revenue and Customs 

Tax and Employer’s NI 

£346.04 LGA 1972 

315 Kennington Village Hall 

Hire of rooms 

£56.70 LGA 1972 

316 Abingdon and District Citizens Advice Bureau 

Grant aid 

£425.00 LGA 1972 

317 South and Vale Carers Centre 

Grant Aid 

£200.00 S137 LGA 1972 

318 Kennington Village Hall 

Payment of Dividend from Treasury Stocks 

£325.00 LGA 1972 

320 Mrs P Johnston 

Postage / supplies for tea and coffee for troops  

£52.27 LGA 1972 

 

From Playing Fields Association Grant 
Cheque No. 

105… 

   Power to Act 

 

319 Ringrose Tree Services Ltd 

Cut back 2 Lime trees in Playfield Road 

playing field 

£528.75 LG (Misc Prov) Act 

1976 
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4069. MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE 

The minutes of the Planning Committee on 23
rd

 November and 14
th

 December were 

noted. 

 

4070. REPORTS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 

Kennington Village Hall Management Committee- Cllr. Charlett reported that the 

grant request to WREN had been successful. This would mean they were able to 

refurbish the kitchen and the tiling in the toilets at the end of February. Following the 

completion of the sound proofing they were holding the first disco in January. He 

hoped that there would no further complaints from the neighbour.  

 

4071. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 

Cllr. Swaisland- He wanted to raise his concern about tickets he received for trips 

from Oxford to Kennington. They showed various destinations such as Radley and 

Abingdon. As there were three zones he was concerned that the District Council was 

paying too much for his journey. Cllr. Patterson undertook to look into this matter.  

Cllr. Charlett- He wanted to praise the action of the residents in Forest Side who 

worked together to clear the snow from their road in December. There had been 

reports that the gritter did go around some of the side roads such as Woodcroft during 

the snow which was welcomed.  

 

4072. REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 

There was no report from the County Councillor as he had had an accident that day 

and had broken his arm. 

 

4073. REPORT OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

Cllr. Jennings spoke about the budget proposals from the majority group. He said they 

were planning to remove all recycling bins at bring sites such as the one in Peachcroft 

Shopping Centre. He felt that this was misguided as it had been the way many people 

had dealt with their waste over the Christmas period. He felt fly tipping might 

increase as there were cuts in litter picking. It was planned to remove the Pitch and 

Putt at the Abbey Ground in Abingdon. He said there was to be an increase in the cost 

rental of the brown bins. This service had been badly affected during the Christmas 

period.  

 

Cllr. Patterson followed up the comments on the budget. He explained that the bring 

site bins were being used mainly for commercial waste. The Pitch and Putt had been 

made smaller from 18 to 10 holes when they had moved the children’s play area. He 

said that hard decisions had to be made on the budget because of the reduction in 

central government grant. He said that the work that had been done with South 

Oxfordshire to reduce costs by a million meant that there was little flexibility to deal 

with unusual events such as the severe weather.  It had been decided in order to allow 

the staff of the waste collection to be able to catch up after the snow before Christmas 

that the brown bin collection was suspended for a few weeks. He was asked if people 

would get a credit or an extended contract for the lost time. He said he would clarify 

the matter. He reported that following the Scrutiny meeting which called in and 

considered the Abbey Shopping Centre formally Bury Street plans the Vale had 

completed the deal with Scottish Widows Investment Partnership. The next stage 

would be discussions about the redevelopment of the Charter. He was asked about the 

Redbridge Recycling Centre but as this was a County Council matter it would have to 

be deferred until Cllr. Fatemian was available.   
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4074. ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING 

It was agreed to discuss the Parish Councils view on the proposal for the 

Hydrodynamic Screws at Sandford Weir.  

 

Meeting Closed – 8.45pm   

 

 

Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


