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KENNINGTON                                       Minutes of the Meeting held on 
PARISH COUNCIL Thursday 12th July 2007 at 7.30 pm 
OXFORDSHIRE                                in Rooms 2/3 of the Village Centre  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Cllr. Biggs in the chair 
Present:  
Cllr. Auton (from item 3538 D) 
Cllr. Baggott  
Cllr. Charlett  
Cllr. Ellis 
Cllr. Holland 
Cllr. Jennings 

Cllr. Johnston  
Cllr. Mason 
Cllr. Patterson  
Cllr. Perkins 
Cllr. Swaisland 

 
In Attendance:  Mrs. P. Johnston (Clerk) and one member of the public. 
 
3533. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
Cllr. Mrs. Horseman and Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers 
 
3534. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING  
The minutes of the meeting on 14th June 2007 were then signed had a correct record.  
 
3535. DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest.  
 
3536. REVISION OF THE STANDING ORDERS ISSUED IN 2004 
The following amendments were agreed unanimously on a proposition by Cllr. 
Charlett and seconded by Cllr. Ellis.  
 
Revised wording of paragraph 14) Disorderly Conduct on page 9 
14) Disorderly Conduct 
Delete a) and replace by 
a) All members must observe the Code of Conduct which was adopted by the 

council on 14th June 2007, a copy of which was annexed to these Standing Orders.  
In c) remove the words “If a member reasonably believes another member was in 
breach of the code of conduct, that member was under a duty to report the breach to 
the Standards Board (England).  
 
Revised wording of paragraph 30) Interests on page 12 
30) Interests  

Delete a) and b) and replace by  
a) A member should declare any personal and personal and prejudicial interest had 

described in Part 2 of the Model Code of Conduct adopted by the Council on 14th 
June 2007.  

b) If an interest was prejudicial the member should follow the procedure described in 
paragraphs 12 (1) and 12 (2) of the Model Code of Conduct adopted by the 
Council on 14th June 2007.  
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Add a new paragraph 
41) Public Participation 
a) Members of the public may make representations, answer questions or give 

evidence relating to the business of Council whether under a statutory right or 
otherwise had described in paragraph 12 (2) of the Model Code of Conduct 
adopted by the Council on 14th June 2007.  

b) Public participation on items that are not included on the agenda will normally be 
at the start of the meeting. The total time for this public participation should be no 
longer than fifteen minutes. 

c) Public participation on items on the agenda will be taken when the item was 
considered by the Council. The Chairman has the right to re-order the agenda if he 
considers it in the interest of the business of the Council.  

d) No speech shall exceed five minutes except by consent of the Council. 
 

3537. VILLAGE PLAY AREAS 
The Chairman explained his idea that there should be a review of the current 
provision of play equipment in the village. It was agreed that this was a timely 
opportunity as the revenue from the telecommunication mast would be available soon. 
It was agreed to set up a working group with two representatives from the Parish 
Council, Playing Fields Association, Village Hall and one representative from the St. 
Swithun’s School, Youth Club, Toddler Group and Playgroup. The clerk in 
consultation with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman would prepare a terms of 
reference which would include the need to consult the whole village.  
 
3538. REPORT OF THE CLERK 
A. Cow Lane-The clerk followed up her letter sent in February 2007 to Network Rail 

about the damage to Cow Lane from their equipment and lorries. She received a 
call back from Caroline Fone of the Property Department on 26th June 2007. Ms 
Fone proposed to draft a licence on the basis that Network Rail repaired the road 
and continued to maintain it but at no rental cost. She said it would take a few 
weeks to get the documentation prepared.  

B. Highway Matters-The clerk had received confirmation that Oxfordshire 
Highways had investigated the problem of the flooding with an officer of the Vale 
and found that the culvert was partially blocked. They had started work on it. 
There was a missing guard rail but that was on private land. The village warden 
and the clerk had reported a number of potholes in the passed few months but 
there was a backlog because of the poor weather. 

C. Berinsfield Community Business (BCB)- The clerk had been in email 
correspondence with Mark Williams about the quarterly maintenance. BCB had a 
backlog of grass cutting work and had to find temporary workers to do the 
maintenance. It had been done to a poor standard in particular at Colley Wood and 
at the end of the village. They had returned to re-do the work at Colley Wood. It 
was agreed to meet BCB and ask for an improvement in the quality. If this was 
not forthcoming then the contract would be re-tendered without BCB.  

D. Colley Wood- Following the complaints of the residents about the grass cutting, 
they also raised the problems of the concrete becoming cracked and the kerb 
stones coming away from around the trees. The clerk said that these problems 
should be brought to the attention of the owners of the land who were a subsidiary 
of Pye’s. This was agreed.  

E. Highway verge grass cutting-Cllr. Jennings was approached by residents of 
Beaumont Court to ask for the grass to be cut around their car park fence. The 
clerk and Cllr. Jennings had a site meeting. It was agreed to contact the managing 
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agents and ask them if they could undertake the cutting. It was suggested that the 
Vale be approached to take over the grass cutting of areas in the village they were 
responsible for.  Cllr. Patterson said the contracts could not be altered at this stage 
but it was a good idea to indicate to the Vale that the Parish Council would like to 
be considered at the next contract review.  

F. Items raised by members at previous meetings 
• The streets lamps in Playfield Road which were not working had been 

reported to the County Council. 
• The request for the relocation of the dog waste bins had been followed up with 

the Vale. 
• The graffiti on the by pass bridge had been reported again.  
• The gate at the cemetery had been removed for repair.  

G. Virgin Media Cabinet- The clerk had been in contact with Virgin Media about 
the graffiti on the cabinet outside 23 The Avenue. They had assured her that it 
would be repainted.  

H. Saturday Office- The clerk and Cllr. Ellis attended the Parish Office on Saturday 
7th July 2007.  
• There were complaints about the cigarette buds and litter outside the Social 

Club. The Village Warden cleared some of the litter. It was suggested that a 
blower could be purchased for the village warden. The clerk would obtain a 
cost for this purchase for consideration at the next meeting. Cllr. Patterson said 
that the Vale now had the power to issue fixed penalty notices for litter 
offences.  

• A resident from Bagley Close complained about the parking outside the Co-op 
and the damaged road surface at the south entrance to Bagley Close.  

• A resident from Grundy Crescent asked if anything could be done to 
encourage a neighbour to trim back a tree which over hung the boundary of an 
elderly lady’s home.  

 
3539. CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID 
A. Friends of Kennington Library-A letter had been received requesting a grant of 

£250 of the library. The grant would be used for buying books and encouraging 
children’s reading.  It was proposed by Cllr. Charlett and seconded by Cllr. 
Johnston and agreed to offer a grant of £250. This was agreed.  

B. Oxfordshire Association for the Blind- A request has been made for a grant 
towards their work with blind people. There was concern that this organisation did 
not indicate how many people in the parish it helped. It was proposed to make a 
grant by Cllr. Johnston seconded by Cllr. Patterson. Cllr. Patterson proposed and 
Cllr. Mason seconded a sum of £25. This was amended by Cllr. Charlett and 
seconded by Cllr. Holland to £50. This amendment was agreed and the grant of 
£50 was approved.  

C.  Jean Holt, The Avenue- She sent an email about the overgrown plants, bushes 
and trees in people’s gardens which obstruct the pavement. She had also 
complained about the bonfires at Redbridge Hollow.  It was agreed to ask the 
guides for the judges of the Garden Competition to make note of any over hanging 
bushes. Members were concerned about the lack of enforcement at Redbridge 
Hollow and said they noted that there were frequent bonfires.  

D. Mrs Wood, Bagley Close-She wrote about an accident she had in Bagley Close 
because of an even pavement. The clerk had sent the letter on to Oxfordshire 
Highways.  

E. OCC Review of External Transport Posts-The County Council was reviewing 
its funding for three posts based at ORCC and OCVA. They are the Rural 
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Community Transport Adviser, Oxfordshire Transport Co-ordinator and Rural 
Transport Partnership Officer. They were seeking views from Parish Councils 
whether to keep funding these posts. The members of the Parish Council 
supported the retention of the posts as they were complimentary.  

F. Thames Valley Police-Leaflets and posters about the family open day at the 
Police Museum in Sulhamstead on 11th August between 10am and 4pm.  

G. Clerks and Councils Direct-Magazine for clerks and members July 2007. 
H. SLCC-Copy of the Clerk magazine including consultation on the Institute of 

Local Council Management. Details of the annual conference.  
I. CPRE-Copy of their magazine Countryside Voice and invitation to AGM on 14th 

July 2007 at Ardington House including visit to house and garden.  
J. Children’s Food Festival-Poster about the Festival at Abingdon Airfield on 14th 

and 15th July 2007.  
K. CAB-Invitation to AGM on 28th June 2007 at 7pm in Abingdon. 
L. Oxford City- Correction notice on the Oxford’s West End area Action plan.  
M. Oxfordshire Community Foundation-Report on Activities 2005-6 of this charity 

that acts a s a broker between philanthropic donors and community causes.  
N. Brochures: Urbanscape, Parkers Wholesale Plant Catalogue, Festivelighting 

Company. 
O. Mrs Crowder, 162 Upper Road- Letter requesting that the highway verge 

outside her property was cut as she was physically unable to do it. This was 
agreed.  

P. Youth Club -Letter from the chairman of the management committee, Roy King, 
about the damage to wall between the Youth Club and the village hall car park. He 
confirmed that the youth club members did not damage the wall and that as it was 
not built as part of the Youth Club complex they should not have to maintain it or 
repair it. It was agreed that the Parish Council would get the rubble removed. It 
was felt that the problem of the damage to the wall was caused by barrels being 
rolled down the slope by the brewery drivers. It was suggested that a metal barrier 
could be erected to protect the wall. The Village Hall management committee 
could be asked to consider the matter as it was on their land. 

Q. Provision of Caravan Sites for Gypsies and Travellers in Oxfordshire- A 
consultation document had been sent by the County Council and the five District 
Councils with a questionnaire asking about new provision of sites in Oxfordshire. 
It indicated that there needed to be 58 additional pitches in Oxfordshire. They 
wanted Parish Councils’ views on where these sites could be provided. It could 
mean an extension of existing sites such had Redbridge Hollow. It was agreed to 
delegate this to the Planning Committee to formulate the Parish Council’s detailed 
response.  

R. Migrant workers in rural communities- Letter from the Community 
Development worker for the Improving Rural Reach project. They were looking 
for information from parish councils about migrant workers who might be living 
or working in the parish. They wanted to know if any organisation was helping 
them access services or if there was any impact on local services or community 
life.   

S. NALC-Details of a day conference on the new Model Code of Conduct on 19th 
July 2007 in Birmingham.  

T. Victim Support- Thank you letter for the recent grant aid awarded.  
U. Helen and Douglas House- Information pack on the fund raising activities to 

celebrate 25 years since Helen House opened.  
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3540. FINANCIAL REPORT 
Statement of Bank Accounts had at 30th June 2007 –  
Community Account                                                                              £500.00
Business Premium Account.                                                                    £35,759.09
Earmarked Funds £39,036.75
National Savings Investment Account                              £7,392.54

£82,688.38
Less un-presented cheques -£1,041.06

 £81,647.32
Charity Land B.P.A.                                                                                £168.89

 
Direct Debit 

Virginmedia 1st July 2007 
Internet and telephone charges 

£34.26 

 
Payment received 

HM Revenue and Customs 
VAT refund 

£6,781.83 

 
Grass Verge Maintenance Grant-Notification from Oxfordshire County Council has 
been received that the grant for the 2007 season was £4,100. 
 
Cllr. Charlett proposed and Cllr. Swaisland seconded that the Financial Report and 
Accounts for payment be approved. This was agreed.  
 
Accounts for payment 

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 
 

481 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Expenses for June 2007 

£109.00 LGA 1972 

482 Mrs P Johnston 
Net Clerk’s  Salary for June 2007 

£952.05 LGA 1972 

483 Inland Revenue 
Tax and NI for Clerk and Village Warden 

£366.76 LGA 1972 

484 Mr A Pope 
Village Warden’s wages less Tax for July 
2007      Gross wages 4 weeks @ £49.98 

£155.87 LGA 1972 

485 Kennington Village Hall 
Hire of Rooms 

£63.05 LGA 1972 

486 St Johns College No3 Domestic Account 
Rent for Forest Side 

£312.50 LG (Misc. Prov.)Act 
1976 

487 Berinsfield Community Business 
Cemetery grass cutting and play areas in May 

£454.54 LGA 1972 

488 A L Vickery and Son 
Gorilla Tub for grass cuttings -War Memorial 

£10.60 War Memorials Act 
1923 

489 Isis Accord  
Highway Verge Grass cutting June 5 and 18 

£661.24 Highways Act 1980 

490 Berinsfield Community Business 
Cemetery grass cutting and play areas in June 

£396.11 LGA 1972 

491 Isis Accord 
Grass cutting Forest Side June 11 

£75.68 LG (Misc. Prov.)Act 
1976 

492 Mrs P Johnston 
Postage 

£9.84 LGA 1972 

493 Headway Oxford 
Grant Aid 

£75.00 LGA 1972 
S137 

497 Kennington Women’s Institute 
Litter Pick 

£15.00 LGA 1972 
S137 
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From the Playing Fields Account 

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 
 

494 Arnco Scaffolding 
Scaffold around ‘Dug Out’ 

£211.50 LG (Misc. Prov.)Act 
1976 

495 Monro South 
Sterilised Top Soil 

£177.66 LG (Misc. Prov.)Act 
1976 

496 Isis Accord 
Grass cutting Playfield Road June 11 

£93.41 LG (Misc. Prov.)Act 
1976 

 
3541. MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE 
The minutes of the meeting on 14th June, 2007 were noted.  
 
3542. REPORTS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
Neighbourhood Action Group (NAG)- The Chairman reported that he had attended 
the Environmental Audit with the Village Warden and the PCSO. They had toured the 
village noting problem areas where there was damage and graffiti.  
Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils (OALC)- The Chairman reported that 
he had been elected Chairman of the OALC for the next four years. He would be 
representing the Association on a number of external bodies.  
 
3472. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 
Cllr. Baggott- He was concerned about the graffiti in the village. He wondered if the 
Parish Council could purchase a cleaner. It was suggested that it would be more 
appropriate for the Vale to undertake this on behalf of the parishes.  
Cllr. Ellis- He had been pleased with the response from the County to the broken 
street lamps. He had learned that each lamp has its own number making reporting 
easy.  
Cllr. Swaisland- He had commented that there were no seats in the bus shelters near 
Kenville Road. The clerk said that all the shelters would eventually be replaced by 
new ones with a bar seat.  
Cllr. Holland- He reported that the bus service was not very efficient when he used it 
last. It was noted that there had been a fatality at St Aldates on that day which had 
delayed all the traffic. He also noted that one of the recently planted trees in the verge 
on the slip road in The Avenue near Simpson’s Way had died and it needed replacing.  
Cllr. Jennings- He wanted to report an overgrown lavender bush on the pavement in 
Playfield Road. The clerk said she knew the resident and had mentioned it. He had 
asked Oxfordshire Highways to fix a hole in the verge which they had done while on 
site in St Swithun’s Road.  
Cllr. Mason- He was also concerned about graffiti along footpath No. 2. He was 
concerned by the number of estate agents boards outside Beaumont Court. The clerk 
would raise this with the managing agents. He wanted to know what progress there 
was on getting a contractor to install posts on the verge near the school. The clerk said 
she would email Oxfordshire Highways. He suggested writing an article for the 
Chronicle on the Oxfordshire Gateway website  
Cllr. Auton – He mentioned the need to clear culverts and the use of jetters. There 
had been work done in the village recently.  
Cllr. Charlett-He was concerned that the pumping station in Sandford Lane was not 
adequate.  
Cllr. Johnston-He followed up on the issue of foul sewers to say he understood that 
there was not enough capacity in the Sandford Lane area.  
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3543. REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Cllr. Johnston reported on a briefing he had received on a multi-million pound project 
called “Access to Oxford”. The government had agreed to fund the work which was 
likely to cost £88 million. It was at a very early stage of planning so no firm details 
were available yet. The aim was to reduce congestion on the A34 and improve public 
transport access to Oxford. The first work would probably start in 2008/09 when £5 
million would be used to build an extra platform at Oxford Railway Station. This 
would be followed in about 2013/14 with the re-modelling of the junctions on the A34 
at Hinksey Hill, Botley and Wolvercote. Reporting on school transport, he said there 
was a new team leader. Cllr. Johnston was confident that the officer would manage 
the system in a more efficient way. It was an issue that generated a lot of complaints 
locally as many young people going to Matthew Arnold did not have a place on the 
buses at the start of the school term last year. The controlling group had reconsidered 
the removal of the funding for all highway weed spraying because of the impact on 
road maintenance. Weeds were causing serious damage to road surfaces and lifting 
kerbstones. Cllr. Charlett asked about the Ragwort removal project. Cllr. Johnston 
said the initiative had not been continued by the County Council.  
   
3544. REPORT OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Cllr. Patterson asked if members had received the Summer issue of Vale Views as 
there had been distribution problems with the Spring issue. He spoke about the 
Inspector’s report on the SE Plan which was expected shortly. He anticipated that 
there would be an increase in the housing numbers for Oxfordshire. The report would 
then go to the Minister for a final decision. He said the Vale could cope with 
increased numbers but this could mean new green field sites. He emphasised that the 
Vale would not propose building in the Green Belt in their area. The bids for the 
redevelopment of the Old Gaol were being short-listed. The companies chosen would 
then work up detailed bids and present them for examination by the end of October 
for final consideration by the Vale’s executive in December.  
 
Cllr. Jennings said he had been to his first licensing committee and would be 
attending his first full council meeting the following week. He reported that the Vale 
had run out of brown bins so there would be delay in providing them for people who 
had requested them recently.  
 
3545. ITEM FOR NEXT MEETING 
Cllr. Patterson asked if the council could discuss the purchase of name bars for the 
ribbon of the Chairman’s Badge indicating the previous Chairmen.  
 
3546. DELEGATION DURING AUGUST 
The members of the Parish Council agreed to delegate urgent matters to the clerk in 
consultation with the Chairman and Vice-chairman during August.  
 
Meeting Closed – 9.10pm   
 
 
 
Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


