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KENNINGTON                                       Minutes of the Meeting held on 
PARISH COUNCIL Thursday 10th July 2008 at 7.30 pm 
OXFORDSHIRE                                in Rooms 2/3 of the Village Centre  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Cllr. Biggs in the chair 
Present:  
Cllr. Baggott  
Cllr. Charlett 
Cllr. Ellis  
Cllr. Holland 
Cllr. Perkins  
Cllr. Jennings 

Cllr. Johnston  
Cllr. Mason 
Cllr. Patterson 
Cllr. Swaisland 
Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers 

In Attendance:  Mrs. P. Johnston (Clerk), one member of the public and a member of 
the press. 
 
3686. MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
Mr Thomas, Meadow View Road, spoke about his concern that there was no safe 
place for young people to play in Meadow View Road and Poplar Grove. He felt it 
may be possible to develop an area behind the houses which could be safe and not 
disturb local residents who objected to football being played on the corner of Meadow 
View Road and Poplar Grove. He also mentioned a problem with a drain in Meadow 
View Road. The Chairman undertook to meet Mr Thomas on site.  
 
3687. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
Cllr. Auton and Cllr. Mrs. Horseman.  
 
3688. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 
3689. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
The minutes of the meeting on 3rd June 2008 were approved and signed as a correct 
record.  
 
3690. REPORT OF THE CLERK 
A. Play Areas- The Clerk had met four play equipment suppliers to show them the 

area in Playfield Road Playing Fields that would be upgraded. They would be 
producing quotations in the next month. Once they had been received then there 
would have to be a discussion about raising the necessary funds. Oxfordshire 
County Council had received about £1million from Central Government under 
their Playbuilder initiative for a three year programme to upgrade and build 
children’s play areas. The funds for 2008/9 had been allocated but it was possible 
that the scheme may be eligible for 2009/2010. The Clerk and Cllr. Charlett 
attended a training session for play area managers. It highlighted the need to have 
systematic weekly, quarterly and annual inspections of play equipment and the 
areas surrounding them. This should be reported and minuted by the body 
responsible for the play areas and any remedial actions completed in a timely 
fashion. The lack of money was no excuse in law if there was an accident. The 
Clerk had asked to attend the next Playing Fields Association meeting on 14th July 
as it was important to clarify a number of issues relating to the play areas and 
discuss how the proposal to extend the pavilion at Playfield Road was to be 
managed. Cllr. Charlett said that when the play areas were refurbished they should 
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have a notice saying who was responsible if there were problems. Litter bins 
should be installed at least two metres away from seats because of the issue of 
wasp nuisance in the summer.  

B. Berinsfield Community Business-The Clerk had a meeting with Mark Williams 
and Andy Welch about the quality of the quarterly maintenance. There was some 
confusion about which areas were to be cut and cleared and the standard expected. 
They were putting in more quality controls and Mark would provide detailed notes 
for his staff.  

C. Best Kept Garden Competition 26th July- The judges were in place for this 
year’s competition. The competition started in 1992 to remember the name of Dr 
Geoffrey Blackman, a much loved village doctor, who died in retirement a few 
years before.  

D. Sandford Lane- Cllr. Johnston asked the Clerk to report graffiti on most of the 
hard surfaces in Sandford Lane after a resident sent an email about vandals who 
sprayed paint on the railway bridge and electricity substation on the evening of 
25th June. The Clerk had spoken to the Waste Management Team in the Vale and 
they were investigating the graffiti. As the surfaces damaged were private 
property, the Vale was not responsible for the removal. However the Clerk had 
asked them to alert the owners. 

E. Updates on matters raised at previous meetings-  
• The Clerk had put in an order for the two bus shelters which would be 

installed in August at a total cost of £7810.00 plus VAT.  
• The eight bars and new box for the Chairman’s badge were ordered at a total 

cost of £268.05. They had been received.  
• Three new dog waste bins had been requested costs to be confirmed. A new 

litter bin had been ordered and received. 
• The Clerk would be sending the request to upgrade the insurance policy once 

all the personal details from members had been received.  
• The overgrown Sustrans route from Sandford Lane to The Fish gate near 

Oxford City’s boundary had been reported and work had started.  
• The blocked drain in Bagley Wood Road had been reported.  
• The over flowing litter bin and the damaged bench in Playfield Road playing 

field had been reported to the secretary of the Playing Fields Association and 
had been dealt with.  

• A list of the damaged and missing road signs had been sent to the Vale.  
• A site meeting had been arranged with Ringrose Tree Services to look at the 

land at the south end of Upper Road on 15th July.  
 
 
3691. CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID 
A. Kennington Social and Sports Club- The secretary of the club had written 

asking for help from the Parish Council to intervene in the negotiations with the 
Village Hall Management Committee about their lease and rent increase. The 
Chairman said as the club had now signed the new lease there was no action now 
needed by the Parish Council.  

B. Vale of White Horse District Council- Letter from the Vale’s Chairman Cllr. 
Alison Rooke. She would like to be invited to an event in the parish. It was 
suggested that she be invited to a meeting of the Parish Council as she had 
attended South Hinksey recently.  

C. Root and Branch- Thank you letter for the recent grant aid. Invitation to their 
open day on 29th June.  
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D. Oxfordshire County Council – Copy of Road Safety News and annual report of 
the Countryside Service.  

E. Thames Valley Police- Details of the family open day at the TVP Museum in 
Sulhamstead on 9th August between 10am -4pm. Posters and flyers inviting people 
to volunteer for the Special Constabulary and the Volunteer Support Team. 

F. SLCC- Details of the National Conference on 17th - 19th October and copy of their 
magazine The Clerk.  

G. CPRE- Copy of their magazine Countryside Voice, Oxfordshire Bulletin and 
details of the Vale of White Horse District branch AGM on 26th July in Stanford 
in the Vale.  

H. ORCC- Copy of their Review magazine for spring/summer 2008.  
I. Clerks and Councils Direct- Copy of their magazine.  
J. DCE- Details of their CPD seminars in South East England.  
K. Brochures- Glasdon, SMP, Monster Play, Urbanscape, J Parker bulbs, Ringrose 

Tree Services. 
L. Friends of Kennington Library- A request had been made on behalf of the 

Friends for funding to support the Kennington librarian, Dominique Henderson, in 
running events such as the children’s summer reading challenge by providing an 
assistant librarian to cover for her. It was agreed to make a grant on a proposition 
by Cllr. Charlett seconded by Cllr. Jennings. £250 was proposed but this was 
amended to £300 by a proposition by Cllr. Charlett seconded by Cllr. Mason. The 
amendment was agreed.  

M. Oxfordshire 2030 Consultation- Copy of the Oxfordshire Partnership document 
for a partnership plan for improving quality of life in Oxfordshire. This was an 
important document. The deadline for responses was 22nd September 2008. It was 
agreed to discuss this at the next meeting.  

N. Local Council Liaison Event 2008- Early notification of a joint meeting with the 
County Council, Vale and local councils on 5th November from 6pm to 9pm in 
Wantage Civic Hall.  

O. Cushionfall- Sample of their wood fibre safer play surface.  
P. Calber Facilities Management Ltd.- Notification of change of address. 
Q. Oxfordshire Travel Plans- Copy of poster promoting children cycling.  
R. Oxfordshire Highways- Copy of their annual report.  
S. RBS Software- Details of off site training courses. 
T. Oxfordshire Christmas Events Seminar- Opportunity to be part of an umbrella 

marketing campaign offered by Oxford Inspires.  
U. Oxfordshire Business Enterprises- Details of their support for people starting a 

business in Oxfordshire.  
 
3692. FINANCIAL REPORT AND ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

 
Audit of Accounts 2007/8 
The Clerk had collected the accounts from Mr Symes, the internal auditor. There were 
no matters he wanted to raise on the accounts. The annual return had to be returned by 
8th August 2008.  
 
The financial report and accounts for payment were agreed on a proposition by Cllr. 
Mrs Rodgers seconded by Cllr. Patterson.  
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Statement of Bank Accounts as at 30th June 2008 –  
Community Account                                                                              £500.00
Business Premium Account.                                                                    £11,747.62
Earmarked Funds £60,741.94
National Savings Investment Account                              £7,679.15

Sub total £80,668.71
Less outstanding cheques £436.25

£80,232.46
Charity Land B.P.A.                                                                               £178.83

 
Direct Debit 

Virgin Media 2nd July 2008 
Internet and telephone charges 

£26.07 

 
Accounts to be paid 

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 
 

713 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Expenses for June 

£111.29 LGA 1972 

714 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Net Salary June  less Tax and NI  

£971.54 LGA 1972 

715 Mr A Pope  
July Wages less tax 
Gross wages  
4 weeks litter collection @ £51.03 per week 
8 weeks watering baskets 16 hours @ £7.29 
per hour 

£256.56 LGA 1972 

716 HM Revenue and Customs 
Clerk’s and Village Warden’s tax and NI 

£393.14 LGA 1972 

717 Mrs P Johnston 
Various items 

£39.37 LGA 1972 
 

718 A L Vickery and Son 
Padlock for Cow Lane barrier 

£15.99 LGA 1972 
 

719 Allsports Trophies Limited 
Trophies for Garden Competition 

£66.94 LGA 1972 
S137 

720 C B Ford 
Bedding plants for flower baskets 

£350.00 LGA 1972 
S137 

721 N Paddick 
Two month’s bus shelter cleaning 

£39.00 PC Act 1957 

722 St. Johns College No 3 Domestic Account 
Rent for Forest Side 24/06 to 28/09 

£312.50 LG (Misc. Prov. ) Act  
1976 

723 Berinsfield Community Business 
Cemetery cutting 13th /29th  May £298.88 
Play areas 13th May £51.72 
Maintenance 21st May £286.69 

£748.81 LGA 1972 
 

724 Oxford Said Business School 
Photocopying May 

£5.25 LGA 1972 
 

725 Kennington Village Hall 
Hire of rooms 

£71.70 LGA 1972 
 

727 Thomas Fattorini Ltd. 
8 bars and box for Chairman’s badge 

£320.70 LGA 1972 
S137 

728 HSBC Invoice Finance (UK) Ltd 
Merlin Litter Bin 

£169.02 Litter Act 1983 

729 Berinsfield Community Business 
Cemetery Cutting £149.44 
Play areas £51.72 
Village Maintenance £199.33 
Colley Wood £87.36 

£573.22 LGA 1972 
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From Playing Fields Account 

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 
 

726 Monro South 
Sterilised Top Soil 

£66.62 LG (Misc. Prov. ) Act  
1976 

 
Account in credit 

British Gas  
Playfield Road Pavilion 

£122.33 

 
3693. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
The minutes of the planning committee on 3rd June 2008 were noted.  
 
3694. REPORTS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
Playing Fields Association- Cllr. Johnston reported that the Secretary/Treasurer 
George Ross was standing down at the next AGM.  
Kennington Youth Club- Cllr. Jennings reported that Matrix, the local youth service 
based at Matthew Arnold School, were withdrawing their leaders as the numbers 
attending the club were low. They would still retain links in the village and try to re-
start the club with the new intake to Matthew Arnold School.  
Kennington Village Hall- Cllr. Charlett noted that the hall had been opened for 
twenty years and now needed a rolling programme of refurbishment. The next project 
would be the renewal of the kitchen. He said the hall was being well used but there 
had been problems with a few events recently that had caused additional noise and 
disturbance. He said he needed the Parish Council’s agreement to sign the new lease 
with the Social Club. It was agreed on a proposition by Cllr. Patterson seconded by 
Cllr. Baggott that the lease be signed by the Chairman and Vice-chairman of the 
Parish Council.  
 
3695. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 
Cllr. Patterson-He wanted to report the drain cover outside No 9 Bagley Wood Road 
was a trip hazard. 
Cllr. Perkins- He said he was pleased with the look of the flower baskets. It was 
agreed to thank those who had planted them. 
Cllr. Mason- He was a concerned that caravans might try to get onto the land were 
Kendall Copse was being developed. He asked if the minutes could be produced 
earlier. It was agreed that the present situation was satisfactory.  
Cllr. Holland- He noted that there was a lot of Ragwort on the slip road and at 
Kendall Copse. There was no ongoing removal by the County Council but local 
people may undertake the removal themselves.  
Cllr. Baggott- He said the Parochial Church Council had given the Parish Council 
£548.88 towards the maintenance of the cemetery.  
Cllr. Charlett- He was very concerned about the condition of the raised walkway in 
Sandford Lane. He said that the wooden bridge on the River Thames path near the 
railway bridge was in poor condition.  
Cllr. Biggs-He reported that someone had fallen and hurt themselves on the spike of 
the old fence along the footpath from The Tandem to the Railway bridge. He said he 
would like the clerk to write again to Green King about the footpath nearest The 
Tandem.  
 
3696. REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Cllr. Johnston said that he was concerned that local councillors were getting a less 
efficient service from the Highways Department. He felt that Oxfordshire Highway’s 



 

Page 169 

workload was increasing which meant responses to enquiries were taking longer. He 
reported that Cllr. John Howell had been elected MP for Henley and had withdrawn 
from the Cabinet. He had been replaced by Cllr. Melinda Tilley who would take the 
portfolio of Place which includes diversity and equality issues. Cllr. Mason asked him 
what was causing Horse Chestnut trees to have disfigured leaves. Cllr. Johnston said 
it was Chestnut Leaf Miner which would not cause long term injury to the trees.  
 
3697. REPORT OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Cllr. Jennings was concerned that the ruling group was considering moving to 
fortnightly refuse collections with a weekly food waste collection. He had was also 
disturbed by the trend to shared services with other Councils and the joint senior 
management structure to be agreed with South Oxfordshire District Council.  
 
Cllr. Patterson said that there was agreement to have a joint refuse collection service 
with South Oxfordshire which would benefit both authorities by reducing costs. The 
short list of companies had been agreed. They were Kier, Verdant and Serco. This 
meant that the two current contractors, Grundon for South Oxfordshire and Veolia for 
the Vale, would not be tendering for the final contract. It was intended that there 
would be a single weekly collection; taking dry waste one week and recycling the 
next. Each week food waste would be collected. The Brown Bin service would also 
continue. New health and safety regulation meant that wheelie bins would be used 
which could be mechanically lifted into the lorries. There would be special 
arrangements for flats and those with limited storage facilities. The final outcome of 
the process would be towards the end of 2008. All vehicles would be jointly branded 
with both council names. The County Council was developing a food waste plant in 
Cassington. He felt that this solution would be acceptable to local residents as a 
similar system had been in place in Cherwell for a number of years. There was to be a 
special council meeting in the following week to confirm the decision on the senior 
management team. In response to comments about whether this was a sensible 
decision he said that the joint working with other councils had been to the benefit of 
the residents in the Vale in greater efficiency having more than one person able to 
cover a role and it had saved a large amount of money.  He reported that there had 
been some minor changes to the boundary between South Hinksey and Kennington to 
put all of Egrove Park into Kennington. There would also be minor alterations to 
move some gardens of houses on Hinksey Hill from Kennington to South Hinksey. 
He confirmed that there was no alteration to the Kendall Copse boundaries and it 
would remain in South Hinksey and Oxford City.  

 
3698. FAIRTRADE VILLAGE 
It was agreed to take forward the proposal by having a public meeting on 10th 
September at 7.30pm to be chaired by Cllr. Mason. The venue to be one of the church 
halls as the Village Hall was not available.  

 
3699. POWER TO ACT DURING AUGUST 
It was agreed on a proposition by Cllr. Johnston and seconded by Cllr. Perkins that 
the Clerk in consultation with the Chairman and Vice Chairman would act to attend to 
any urgent matters and accounts for payment due in August.  

 
Meeting Closed – 9.00pm   
 
 
 
Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


