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KENNINGTON                                       Minutes of the Meeting held on 
PARISH COUNCIL Thursday 12th June 2008 at 7.30 pm 
OXFORDSHIRE                                in Rooms 2/3 of the Village Centre  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Cllr. Biggs in the chair 
Present:  
Cllr. Auton  
Cllr. Baggott  
Cllr. Charlett 
Cllr. Ellis  
Cllr. Mrs. Horseman  

Cllr. Perkins  
Cllr. Johnston  
Cllr. Mason 
Cllr. Patterson  
Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers 

In Attendance:  Mrs. P. Johnston (Clerk), one member of the public. 
 
3673. MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
There were no matters raised.  
 
3674. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
Cllr. Holland, Cllr. Jennings and Cllr. Swaisland. 
 
3675. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 
3676. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
The minutes of the meeting on 8th May 2008 were approved and signed as a correct 
record.  
 
3677. REPORT OF THE CLERK 
A. Fairtrade Village – The Clerk in consultation with the Chairman and Vice-

chairman had prepared a resolution on the issue of becoming a Fairtrade Village. 
The resolution was agreed on a proposition by Cllr. Charlett and seconded by Cllr. 
Mason. Cllr. Mason agreed to be the lead member to promote Fairtrade products 
in the village. 

 
“Kennington Parish Council will support a strategy to facilitate the promotion and 
purchase of food and goods with the FAIRTRADE mark in pursuit of sustainable 
development and to give marginalised producers a fair deal.  
 
The aim of Kennington was to be recognised by residents and the business 
community as a village that actively supports and promotes Fairtrade. 
 
Kennington Parish Council resolves to contribute to the campaign to increase 
sales of products with the FAIRTRADE mark by striving to achieve Fairtrade 
status for Kennington as detailed in the Fairtrade Foundation’s Fairtrade Towns 
Initiative.  
 
The initiative involves a commitment to: 

• Widely offer FAIRTRADE food and drink options internally and make 
then available for all meetings. 

• Promote the FAIRTRADE Mark using Fairtrade Foundation materials in 
refreshment areas and promoting the Fairtrade Towns initiative in internal 
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communications and external newsletters.  
• Use influence to urge local retailers to provide Fairtrade options for 

residents. 
• Use influence to urge local business to offer Fairtrade options to their staff 

and promote the FAIRTRADE Mark internally. 
• Engage in a media campaign to publicise the Fairtrade Towns initiative. 
• Allocate responsibility for progression of the Fairtrade Town initiative to a 

member of the council.  
• Organise events and publicity during national Fairtrade fortnight-the 

annual national campaign to promote sales of products with the 
FAIRTRADE mark. “ 

 
B. Flooding in Upper and Kennington Roads- After the heavy rain on 3rd June, the 

water in the culvert from Bagley Wood to Upper Road forced its way out of the 
pipe causing flooding in Kennington Road. The Clerk gave the Aqua Sacs to the 
Fire Brigade and tried to help mop up one of the properties. Luckily the engineer 
working on the design to overcome the problem came out on site to see its impact. 
The Clerk talked to him and he said they hoped to be on site late summer to re-
route the pipe. The Clerk in co-operation with the residents alerted the press and 
Tom Shepherd of the Oxford Mail had produced an article on the issue. This press 
attention seemed to have produced action within Thames Water. It was agreed to 
encourage people in the village to purchase their own Aqua Sacs by offering to 
buy in bulk. The Clerk would write an article for the Kennington Chronicle. It was 
agreed to hold another flood group meeting.  

C. Play Areas Working Group- The group had met twice since the last Parish 
Council. They had decided on a major project at Playfield Road involving an 
extension to the pavilion and the play area. The Clerk was drawing up plans and 
the shortlist of preferred items for the play equipment manufacturer’s to make 
their proposals. Once that had been done it was proposed to consult with the 
village and then make applications for grant aid.  

D. Villages of the Year Competition- The Parish Council’s entry had been 
shortlisted along with 14 other villages to attend a judging event on Saturday 28th 
June from 9am to 2pm at Yarnton Village Hall. The Clerk would prepare display 
material. It was agreed that Cllr. Biggs and two others who were involved in 
village organisations would be asked to attend.  

E. The Tandem- The Clerk had received an email which said that the proposed 
scheme which they had planning permission for was on hold until further notice. 
They were reconsidering their options. The Clerk was asked to email Greene King 
and ask for a response to the letter she had sent.  

F. Flower Baskets- With the help of Mr & Mrs Hardiman who obtained the plants 
and many people in the village, the baskets were all planted up and were now in 
place. Their success would depend on the weather.  

G. Saturday Office- The clerk and Cllr. Patterson attended the Saturday Office on 
7th June. It was fairly quiet but two residents of Grundy Crescent came in to 
complain about the parking at school leaving time. One wanted permanent 
bollards installed on the verge and the other wanted no parking lines. The Clerk 
had contacted Oxfordshire Highways and they offer to paint in Private Access 
Protection markings if the site was suitable at a cost of £50 plus VAT. They had 
no legal status but they were widely respected by many car users.  

H. Verges near St. Swithun’s School- The Clerk had followed up her enquiry in 
February with the County Council’s arboriculturalist. He was not in the office 
because of illness and she had sent him an email.  

I. Highways- The Clerk was contacted by a resident of Upper Road who had 
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sustained a very bad fracture of the arm when she fell on a pothole outside No 9 
Bagley Wood Road. The Clerk alerted the Oxfordshire Highways to the problem 
which had been reported at least two times since July 2007. An officer was going 
to inspect the site. They would also be sending the resident an accident claim 
form.  

 
3678. CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID 
A. Vale of White Horse District Council  

• Vale Community Safety Forum –Thursday 3rd July from 9.30am at Wantage 
Civic Hall 

• Vale Youth Development Partnership Workshop-Wednesday 9th July from 
9.15am at the Guildhall, Abingdon. 

• Vale Sustainable Community Strategy-Invitation to the North East Forum on 
Tuesday 17th June at 7pm to 9pm at Cumnor Village Hall. Comments have to 
be received by 14th July.  

• Thames Water’s Draft Water Resources Plan-Meeting about the proposed 
reservoir and the Vale’s response to the Water Resources Plan on Monday 21st 
July at 6.60pm in the Guildhall, Abingdon.  

• Cleansing Grant Application- Notification that the application wouldbe 
considered on 9th June. 

• Letter thanking the Parish Council for making a nomination to the Young 
People of Achievement Lunch.   

• Parish Council Information Sheet with a declaration of interest flow chart and 
a copy of the Good Councillors Guide.  

B. Oxfordshire County Council 
• Details of the local list of information required for the new Planning 

Applications 1APP forms.  
• Copies of the Oxfordshire Minerals and Waste Plan Newsletter-May 2008 
• Copy of the Home 2 School Newsletter.  

C. WRVS- Thank you letter for the grant aid.  
D. Helen and Douglas House-Thank you letter for the donation from the litter blitz.  
E. SLCC- Copy of The Clerk magazine and details of Summer Seminar on 9th July 

at the University of Gloucestershire. 
F. CPRE- Invitation to their AGM on 28th June at 2.30pm at the Methodist Church 

Hall, Woodstock.  
G. River Thames Society- Copy of their programme and branch newsletter. It was 

noted that they were lobbying MPs on the sale of the Lock Keepers cottages. The 
Clerk would write in support of the campaign.  

H. Brochures- Glasdon, Blueton. 
I. Standards Committee- Copy of the agenda for the meeting on 16th June 2008. 
J. Thames Valley Police Authority- Invitation to attend a consultation meeting on 

21st July at 6pm.  
K. SEERA- Copy of South East Regional Sustainability Framework and Sub-

Regional Allocation of Primary Land-Won Aggregates in the South East.  
 
3679. FINANCIAL REPORT AND ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
 
Statement of Bank Accounts as at 30th May 2008 –  
Community Account                                                                              £500.00
Business Premium Account.                                                                    £9,802.51
Earmarked Funds £70,294.93
National Savings Investment Account                              £7,679.15

Sub total £88,276.59
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Less outstanding cheques 0
£88,276.59

Charity Land B.P.A.                                                                                £14.93
 
Direct Debit 

Virgin Media 2nd  June 2008 
Internet and telephone charges 

£26.81 

 
Paid between meetings 

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 
 

691 Dell 
Laptop computer 

£992.31 LGA 1972 

 
The Financial report and accounts for payment were agreed on a proposition by Cllr. 
Perkins and seconded by Cllr. Mason.  
Accounts paid 

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 
 

692 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Expenses for May 

£111.29 LGA 1972 

693 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Net Salary May  less Tax and NI  

£971.54 LGA 1972 

694 Mr A Pope  
June Wages less tax 
Gross wages 5 weeks @ £51.03  
Plastic sacks £2.99 

£207.14 LGA 1972 

695 HM Revenue and Customs 
Clerk’s and Village Warden’s tax and NI 

£379.94 LGA 1972 

696 Mrs P Johnston 
Land Registry £12.00 
Postage £18.06 

£30.06 LGA 1972 
 

697 Mr P Biggs 
Quarterly Chairman’s Allowance 

£120.00 LGA 1972 
 

698 Berinsfield Community Business 
Cutting Cemetery grass £448.32 
Play areas £103.44 

£648.31 LGA 1972 
 

699 Kennington Village Hall 
Hire of Rooms 

£26.80 LGA 1972 

700 Public Works Loans Account 
Village Hall Loan 

£2,118.59 LGA 1972 
 

701 Delta Ag Ltd.  
Graffiti Remover 

£30.55 PC Act 1957 

702 GreenThumb 
War Memorial grass-spring treatment 

£50.00 War Memorial (Local 
Authorities’ Power) 

Act 1923 extended by 
LG Act 1948 

703 Berks, Bucks and Oxon Wildlife Trust Ltd. 
Membership Subscription 

£46.00 LGA 1972 
S137 

704 Southern Electric 
War Memorial electricity 27 Feb to 29 May 

£47.31 War Memorial (Local 
Authorities’ Power) 

Act 1923 extended by 
LG Act 1948 

705 RBS Software 
End of Year Closedown 

£241.15 LGA 1972 
 

706 Oxford Said Business School 
Photocopying 

£40.24 LGA 1972 
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From Playing Fields Account 
Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 
 

707 Geo. Browns Implements Ltd 
Hire of tractor 

£387.75 LG (Misc. Prov. ) Act  
1976 

708 Avoncrop Amenity Products 
Grass Seed 

£966.45 LG (Misc. Prov. ) Act  
1976 

709 Southern Electric 
Electricity for Forest Side pavilion 27 Feb-29 
May 

£61.32 LG (Misc. Prov. ) Act  
1976 

710 Southern Electric 
Electricity for Playfield Road pavilion 27 Feb-
29 May 

£133.15 LG (Misc. Prov. ) Act  
1976 

711 Ringrose Tree Services Ltd 
Pruning Lime Trees at Playfield Road 

£569.88 LG (Misc. Prov. ) Act  
1976 

 
3680. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
The minutes of the planning committee on 13th May 2008 were noted.  
 
3681. REPORTS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
Playing Fields Association- Cllr. Johnston reported that they were to do tree surgery 
to the lime trees at Playfield Road. The proposals for the extended play area were not 
well received as there was a fear that the football practice area would be 
compromised. This was not the intention.  
Memorial Field-Cllr. Biggs reported on the Annual General Meeting. There was a 
new chairman James Leonard. The secretary was still Tony Johnson. Bob Martin had 
suggested that a District or Parish Councillor should be on the Oxford Preservation 
Trust executive on behalf of the Memorial Field. It was agreed that this was not 
necessary. They now had to pay a farmer to graze cattle after years of gaining an 
income from the grazing.  
 
3682. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 
Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers-She reported that the Sustrans track needed cutting.  
Cllr. Baggott- He wanted to raise a number of items. He invited everyone to the 
farewell celebration on 22nd July for Rev. Terry Smith and his wife who were retiring 
and leaving the village. He said that the Parochial Church Council had agreed to 
contribute £530 to the upkeep of the cemetery. He asked if there had been any 
outcome to finding the owner of the land at the end of Upper Road and getting the 
area tidied up. There was a blocked drain in the roadway outside Nos. 5/7 Bagley 
Wood Road.  
Cllr. Ellis-He reported that there were some trees fallen in the Memorial Field. He 
had noticed that the litter bins in Playfield Road were not being emptied. Both these 
items would be reported to the Memorial Field Committee and the Playing Fields 
Association. He said that he had been asked to raise the speeding of the school buses 
in Poplar Grove.  
Cllr. Mason- He had noted that there was a lot of mess left after the recycling bins 
had been emptied. The Chairman suggested that he should ring the Vale immediately 
as they could rectify it.  
Cllr. Perkins- He was concerned that Vale House for people with Alzheimer’s was 
looking to find a new site to build on as the home did not conform to the latest EU 
regulations. He wondered if there was any land suitable in Kennington. He also 
wanted the white line at the end of Upper Road reinstated.  
Cllr. Biggs-He reported that there had been trouble with young people behaving anti-
socially on the railway bridge and riding motorcycles on the Sustrans path. There had 
also been motorcyclists in the Memorial Field. He said that the Memorial Field 
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committee would be arranging for the laying of the hedge soon and they would be 
requiring the grant aid that the Parish Council had offered.  
 
3683. REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Cllr. Johnston said he wanted to clarify his role in the shadow cabinet. His portfolio 
was Change Management. This related to personnel issues and shared services. One 
of the items that had emerged from this role is that while most of the shared human 
resources services worked well for office based staff. They lacked the expertise to 
help schools on the specialist issues relating to the employment of staff especially in 
primary schools. The Teachers’ Unions had raised their concerns. In response to a 
question from Cllr. Charlett, Cllr. Johnston said the money to remove the dumped 
waste at Redbridge Hollow was in the 2010 budget.  
 
3684. REPORT OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Cllr. Patterson explained that the Vale and South Oxfordshire were in discussions on 
the possibility of having a joint chief executive and senior management team. The 
Vale had at present a vacancy for a Director because Tim Sadler had moved to Oxford 
City Council. If the plan was agreed, it would mean that the Chief Executives and the 
Senior Officers would have to apply for positions in the new joint structure from 
September 2008. There would be one Chief instead of two, three Directors instead of 
five and eight Heads of Service instead of thirteen. There would be a considerable 
saving to both Councils on salary and employment costs. Already the Vale and South 
Oxfordshire shared out many services such as revenues and benefits, finance and 
accounting, leisure services and payroll.  The two Councils were also about to enter 
into a joint contract for waste collection, recycling and street cleaning.  This 
management change would reflect the smaller number of direct employees in each 
District Council. It had been done in other parts of England but was unique in this 
case as it was the first time that councils run by different political groupings had co-
operated together. Cllr. Patterson in response to a question said that the headquarters 
of both Councils would be retained. Cllr. Mason asked about the outcome of the 
reports on Abingdon’s traffic scheme. Cllr. Johnston answered as it was mainly a 
County Council matter.  He said the County Council commissioned report on the 
SCOOT system highlighted that there were a number of things that needed to be done 
to make it work efficiently including reducing the number of pedestrian crossings. 
There was another report commissioned by a resident in Abingdon but that had not 
been made public yet. Cllr. Charlett said he thought the whole scheme had been a 
waste of money.  
 
3685. AGREEMENT TO ALLOW LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
Cllr. Auton reported that he would be aboard as part of his new job working with an 
international charitable agency. The Parish Council’s members agreed that he could 
be absent for six months without penalty if necessary.  
 
Meeting Closed – 8.40pm   
 
 
 
 
Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


