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KENNINGTON                                       Minutes of the Meeting held on 
PARISH COUNCIL Thursday 11th June at 7.30 pm 
OXFORDSHIRE                                in St Swithun’s Church Hall 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Cllr. Biggs in the chair 
Present:  
Cllr. Ellis 
Cllr. Mrs. Horseman 
Cllr. Jennings  
Cllr. Johnston 
Cllr. Mason  

Cllr. Patterson  
Cllr. Perkins 
Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers 
Cllr. Swaisland 

 
In Attendance:  Mrs. P. Johnston (Clerk), County Councillor Arash Fatemian, Cynth 
Napper from the Oxfordshire Nature Conservation Forum and two members of the 
public. 
 
The Chairman started the meeting with a minute’s silence in remembrance of Dr 
Salim Verjee who had been a respected local doctor and had died in a tragic accident.   
 
There followed a presentation by Cynth Napper from the Oxfordshire Nature 
Conservation Forum (ONCF)  about Section 40 Natural Environmental and Rural 
Communities (NERC) Act 2006 referring to conserving biodiversity. As part of their 
work ONCF offered to part fund an ecologist to undertake a survey of the parish. It 
was agreed to consider this at the next meeting.  
 
The Chairman welcomed the new County Councillor, Arash Fatemian, to the meeting.  
 
3837. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
There were no items raised. 

 
3838. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
Apologies were received from Cllr. Baggott, Cllr. Charlett and Cllr. Holland 
 
3839. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
The Chairman declared a personal interest in the application for grant aid from 
Kennington Cricket Club as the president of the club. Cllr. Johnston reported that if 
there were any planning applications considered in the future he would absent himself 
from the meeting for the consideration as he was now a member of the Vale’s 
Development Control meeting.  
  
3840. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
The minutes of the meeting on 14th May 2009 were approved and signed as a correct 
record. 
 
3841. CO-OPTION OF A MEMBER OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 
It was agreed to advertise the co-option in the Kennington Chronicle, website and on 
the notice boards with a deadline of 8th July 2009. 
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3842. REPORT OF THE CLERK 
A. Play Area Working Group- Carolyn Place showed the interim plans to the 

Working Group on 1st June. It was decided to offer options for the two main 
pieces of equipment so that people attending the exhibition on 6th June could 
express a preference. The Clerk, Cllr. Patterson and Sarah Hitchen attended the 
Playbuilder Seminar on 16th May. The Clerk had been to discuss the plans with 
the Chairman of the Memorial Field. She had written to all the neighbouring 
properties surrounding the field about the plans. The Clerk has received the 
quotation from Mr Savings for the hedge laying. He would charge £950.40 for a 
48m run of hedge. It was agreed to accept Mr Savings quotation. The Clerk had 
visited and spoken to three residents in Bagley Wood Road about the plans. She 
had received one letter from a resident of Links Road commenting on the plans 
and expressing concern for motor bikes on the BMX track.  

B. Night Time Street Lighting- The Clerk had written to the County Council 
informing them that the Parish Council was interested in having the street lights in 
Kennington Road and The Avenue dimmed at night time. The County Council’s 
engineer had replied to say that as the use of dimmers was new and the technology 
was changing they were looking for a partner to sponsor the installation. He would 
keep the Parish Council up to date with developments.  

C. Protection of Verges in The Avenue- The Clerk had tried to get a reply via 
telephone and email from the officer who dealt with the matter when it was first 
raised in 2006. He had not replied yet.  

D. Best Kept Garden Competition- The competition would be on 11th July. The 
escorts were in place but there were still three judges needed.  

E. Flower Baskets- All the baskets were now in place. The Chairman had purchased 
a small gift for the volunteer planters out of his allowance.  

F. Bins- The litter bin had arrived and the dog bins would be delivered on 26th June 
2009.  

G. Flag Pole- The flag pole had been installed. 
H. Bus Shelter Cleaning- The Clerk had received a schedule for the cleaning of the 

bus shelters for the coming year. The dates were 16th /17th June, 15th September, 
15th December 2009 and 15th March 2010. The Clerk had received a copy of SH 
Lewis Cleaning’s public liability insurance.  

I. Saturday Office- The Clerk had two residents with queries on 6th June 2009. One 
wanted help in getting rats removed from a neighbouring property in Poplar 
Grove. The other resident was concerned about where she would have to put her 
bins when the new refuse collection started next year. The Clerk said she would 
send her a plan of the highway outside her property.  

J. Training- The Clerk attended a training session organised by SLCC about the 
Power of Well Being on 11th June 2009. Cllr. Patterson reported that a court case 
had highlighted that the legislation could not grant councils the powers to do 
anything they had no statutory duty to undertake.  

K. Community Action Plan- The Chairman and the Clerk attended the OALC AGM 
on 8th June 2009. At that meeting there was a talk on developing a Community 
Emergency Plan. The Clerk had obtained the guidance and template. It was agreed 
to consider this at the next meeting.  
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3843. CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUESTS FOR GRANT AID 
A. Kennington Cricket Club- This item was deferred from the previous meeting. 

The Clerk had had further information on the type of roller they were looking at 
purchasing; the Poweroll Club which was £5445 + VAT + delivery, about £6600 
in total. It was agreed in principle to offer a grant but not at this stage until there 
had been more fund raising by the club.  

B. 3rd Kennington Brownies- They were requesting a grant towards the cost of 
£80.50 for a new flag for the Brownies to carry at the Remembrance Day parade. 
It was agreed on a proposition by Cllr. Mrs Horseman seconded by Cllr. Perkins 
to offer a grant. Cllr. Mrs. Horseman proposed and Cllr. Patterson seconded a 
grant of £50. An amendment was proposed for a grant of £80 proposed by Cllr. 
Ellis seconded by Cllr. Mason. The amendment was agreed by nine votes to nil. 
This was agreed unanimously as the substantive motion.  

C. 1st Kennington Guides- GirlGuiding UK was celebrating its centenary in 
2009/10. There had been a request from the Unit Leader of the 1st Kennington 
Guides for help in two projects. The first was to fund the purchase of neckerchiefs 
and badges at a cost of £103.28. The second was help to financially support five 
guides who have been selected to attend a District trip to Eurodisney in October 
2010. The cost was £325 per person. It was agreed on the first request to offer a 
grant on a proposition by Cllr. Jennings seconded by Cllr. Johnston. Cllr. Johnston 
proposed £50 which was seconded by Cllr. Patterson. An amendment was 
proposed by Cllr. Jennings of £100 which was seconded by Cllr Perkins. The 
amendment was agreed by eight votes to one.  This was agreed unanimously as 
the substantive motion. The second request was deferred to the next meeting.  

D. Oxfordshire County Council 
a. Review of subsidised Bus Services for Bicester and Kidlington and 

other services. The only one under review that affects the parish was 
the 31 (Mon-Thurs eves). It was agreed to support South Hinksey 
Parish Council if they wanted to comment on the retention of the 
service.  

b. Copy of the Home2School newsletter.  
E. Vale of White Horse District Council 

a. Copies of draft Supplementary Planning Documents, Sustainable 
Design, and Construction and Resource Efficient Buildings and 
Residential Design Guide and Revised Statement of Community 
Involvement.  Comments have to be returned by 8th July 2009. 

b. Copy of the Vale Community Safety leaflet 
c. Copy of the Unvaled magazine.  
d. Invitation to attend the launch of the Southern Oxfordshire LEADER 

project for funding rural enterprises on 16th June from 5pm to 6.30pm 
at Denman College, Marcham.  

F. Oxford City Council- Programme for the Core Strategy Examination. The Green 
Belt policy would be examined on 15th July. Copy of the minutes of the pre-
hearings meeting on the Core Strategy.  

G. River Thames Society- Copy of their magazine Thames Guardian.  
H. CPRE- Copy of their magazine Fieldwork and Oxfordshire bulletin.  
I. Thames Valley Police- Details of their open day at the Thames Valley Police 

Training Centre in Sulhamstead on Saturday 8th August between 10am and 4pm.  
J. Brochures- Festivelighting, Nicholsons, SMP. 
K. GOSE- Partial review of the Regional Spatial Strategy for the South East on the 

provision of Gypsies, Travellers and Travelling Showpeople.  In the Vale area the 
County Council would have to provide 12 additional pitches on permanent 
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residential sites and 4 pitches for Travelling Showpeople from 2006-2016. 
Comments had to be received by 1st September 2099.  

L. HM Revenue and Customs- Letter of confirmation that they would be paying the 
full amount for the VAT claimed. They had queried the work to the car park at 
Forest Side.  

M. Neighbourhood Police- Copy of the monthly newsletter. PCSO Adi Wright had 
been working with the school children. He was also concentrating on being visible 
at going home time at St Swithun’s School and patrolling the yellow lines outside 
the Co-op. His next surgery was 23rd June at the Village Hall from 3-5pm.  

N. OALC- Copy of members update.  
O. Vale Community Safety Forum- Details of the forum to be held on 7th July 2009 

at 9.30am in the Guildhall Abingdon.  
P. Cumnor Horticultural Society- Details of their open gardens weekend on 27th 

and 28th June from 2-6pm.  
Q. Oxfordshire PCT- Copy of their magazine HealthNews.  
R. Chairman of the Vale of White Horse District Council- Letter from Cllr. 

Alison Rooke asking if she could be invited to attend a village event.  
S. Rural Housing- Invitation to an open event on 17th September 2009 from 12noon 

to 3.30pm at Denham College. The meeting was about Rural Exception sites.  
T. Abingdon CAB- Invitation to their AGM on 25th June 2009 at 7pm in the 

Guildhall Abingdon.  
U. Sustrans- Copy of their magazine the Hub.  

 
3844. FINANCIAL REPORT AND ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

 
Statement of Bank Accounts as at 29th May 2009–  
Community Account                                                                              £500.00
Business Premium Account.                                                                    £36,227.03
Earmarked Funds Account £31,531.64
National Savings Investment Account                              £7,920.47

Sub total £76,179.14
Less outstanding cheques £336.25

Total £75,842.89
Charity Land B.P.A.                                                                               £3.37

 
Direct Debit 
Virgin Media 
Telephone and Internet -June 

£30.69 

 
Accounts for payment 

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 
 

921 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Expenses for May 

£114.66 LGA 1972 

922 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s salary for May less tax 

£976.22 LGA 1972 

923 HM Revenue and Customs 
Clerk’s and Warden’s Tax and Employers NI 

£429.44 LGA 1972 
 

924 Mr A Pope  
Wages less tax for June 
Gross wages 5 weeks litter collection @ 
£52.50 per week 
10 hours flower basket watering @ £7.50 per 
hour 

£270.10 LGA 1972 
 

925 Kennington Village Hall 
Hire of Rooms June 2009 

£35.00 LGA 1972 
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926 Society of Local Council Clerks 
Legal and Information Books 

£81.05 LGA 1972 

927 St Johns College No3 Domestic Account 
Rent for Forest Side 24/06 to 28/09 

£312.50 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

928 Berinsfield Community Business 
Grass cutting Cemetery £307.84 
Grass cutting Play Area £106.54 

£476.54 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

LGA 1972 
929 BBOWT 

Annual Subscription 
£46.00 LGA 1972 

S137 
930 Mrs P Johnston 

Stamps  
£17.64 LGA 1972 

931 Zephyr  
Flag staff and Union flag 

£587.53 Highways Act 1980 

932 Public Works Loans Account 
Loan for Village Hall 

£2,118.52 LGA 1972 

933 Mr P Biggs 
Quarterly Chairman’s Allowance 

£123.50 LGA 1972 

934 Kennington Parent and Toddler Group 
Grant aid 

£400.00 LGA 1972 
S137 

935 D & N Building Contractors 
Installation of Flag Pole 

£440.00 Highway Act 1980 

936 HSBC Invoice Finance (UK) Ltd 
Litter Bin 

£173.65 Litter Act 1983 

937 Berinsfield Community Business 
Cemetery grass cutting £307.84 
Play area cutting £106.54 

£476.54 LGA 1972 

938 Southern Electric 
Electricity for War Memorial 

£24.74 LGA 1972 

 
From Playing Fields Account 

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 
 

939 Southern Electric 
Electricity for Playfield Road Pavilion 

£241.57 Local Gov (Misc 
Prov) Act 1976 

940 Southern Electric 
Electricity for Forest Side Pavilion 

£80.21 Local Gov (Misc 
Prov) Act 1976 

 
3845. PLANNING  
The minutes of the Planning Committee held on 19th May 2009 were noted.  

 
3846. REPORTS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
St Swithun’s Church- Cllr. Mrs Horseman spoke of the pilgrimage that members of 
the church under took from Winchester. On the Sunday 40 people attended a service 
at the Cathedral and walked to Martyr Worthy when they joined others for a shared 
lunch. Twelve people then undertook a walk over three days to Farnham along the St 
Swithun’s Way.  
Fairtrade4Kennington- Cllr. Mason said that the banner was nearly complete as it 
had to be approved by the Fairtrade Foundation. The group were intending to become 
independent with a bank account.  
 
3847. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 
Cllr Jennings- He was concerned about the cutting back of the hedge in the alley 
from Rowles Close to Kennington Road. He said that a bush on Kendal Copse was 
obstructing the view to Oxford from the junction.  
Cllr. Mason- He had similar concerns about the hedge.  
Cllr. Johnston- He had been requested by a resident of the new flats opposite Cow 
Lane if there could be a cycle rack put in at the Village Hall car park.   
Cllr. Ellis-He asked if the hedge along the slip road from No 105 The Avenue could 
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be cut back and the lighting improved. He had been told the alley mentioned 
previously had been blocked off and wanted to know if there had been any sign 
erected. The Clerk said there had been but there had been no prior notice of the work.  
Cllr. Mrs. Horseman- She wanted to comment on how good the flagpole at the War 
Memorial looked. She said that the Sustrans path from Sandford Lane to the Tandem 
needed cutting back.  
Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers- She had wanted to report the Sustrans path as well.  
Cllr. Perkins-He was concerned with the number of potholes in the village roads. He 
mentioned getting a national award for a well known person in the village.  
Cllr. Patterson-He wanted the Parish Council to write to Mrs Verjee expressing the 
council’s concern for her loss.  
Cllr. Swaisland- He noted that there was a condolence book set up in the Health 
Centre for Dr Verjee. He wondered if there would be a collection to honour of his 
work for the village.  
 
3848. REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Cllr. Fatemian said he was pleased to be the new County Councillor for Kennington. 
He would be attending his first meeting the following week. He undertook to arrange 
a meeting for the cabinet member in charge of highways to inspect the footpaths and 
roads in the village with him and report back at the next meeting. He asked if the 
Parish Council’s Chairman wished to join them and they could attend a Parish 
Council meeting to report their findings. The Chairman said he would not wish to 
hold them up and was happy not to be included. It would not be necessary for the 
cabinet member to attend the meeting. Cllr. Johnston asked which bodies and 
committees Cllr. Fatemian was on. He said that this would not be decided until the 
council meeting.  
 
3849. REPORT OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Cllr. Jennings reported that the Vale Chairman was Cllr. Alison Rooke. He said that 
the Vale had prosecuted someone for dropping a cigarette butt out of a car window. 
He hoped this action would be a deterrent to others.  
 
Cllr. Patterson spoke of the joint waste contract which went live on 8th June in South 
Oxfordshire. They were monitoring the initial teething problems to ensure that they 
were not repeated in the Vale the following year. He said that the seven year waste 
collection contract with Veolia would end in October 2010. The new joint contract 
would produce savings as there was a joint management team and it should increase 
recycling rates.  
 
3850. ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING 
It had been agreed to discuss the Emergency Plan and the proposal to part fund an 
ecologist provided by Oxfordshire Nature Conservation Forum. 

 
3851. CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 
Cllr. Mason asked for a confidential item to be considered relating to the Planning 
Committee.  

 
Meeting Closed – 9.30pm   
 
 
 
 
Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


