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KENNINGTON                                       Minutes of the Meeting held on 
PARISH COUNCIL Thursday 14th June 2007 at 7.30 pm 
OXFORDSHIRE                                in Rooms 2/3 of the Village Centre  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Cllr. Biggs in the chair 
Present:  
Cllr. Baggott  
Cllr. Charlett  
Cllr. Ellis 
Cllr. Mrs. Horseman  
Cllr. Johnston  

Cllr. Mason 
Cllr. Patterson  
Cllr. Perkins 
Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers 
Cllr. Swaisland 

 
In Attendance:  Mrs. P. Johnston (Clerk) and one member of the public. 
 
The Chairman welcomed Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers to her first meeting as councillor. 
 
3520. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
Cllr. Holland and Cllr. Jennings. 
 
3521. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING  
The minutes of the meeting on 10th May 2007 were then signed as a correct record.  
 
3522. DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest.  
 
3523. APPROVAL OF CODE OF CONDUCT 
Following a discussion about the changes in the Code of Conduct, it was decided to 
that there would be a change to standing orders to allow both members of the public 
and councillors with a prejudicial interest to address the meeting. The clerk would 
prepare the alterations for the next meeting. On a proposition by Cllr. Charlett and 
seconded by Cllr. Ellis it was agreed to adopt the new Model Code including 
paragraph 12(2). 
 
3524. QUALITY PARISH COUNCIL 
There was a lengthy debate about the merits of this scheme. It was felt that there 
would be substantial work for the clerk. The clerk indicated that she would be willing 
to undertake the tasks necessary if the council decided to apply for Quality Parish 
Council status. Some members felt it would be an external indicator of the quality of 
the work of the Parish Council and reflect well on the village. Others were concerned 
with the cost and whether each new clerk would have to undertake the relevant 
qualification in order to retain the status. There was a majority view that there would 
be no financial gain or advantage from undertaking additional tasks delegated by 
principal councils. Therefore on a proposition by Cllr. Charlett seconded by Cllr. 
Swaisland, it was decided by seven votes to two with one abstention, not to pursue 
quality status but to review this decision in a year’s time. 
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3525. REPORT OF THE CLERK 
A. Community Woodland-Anthony Roberts had informed the clerk that WREN 

would grant aid the second phase of the woodland. Their grant would be £6,300 
which would mean the Parish Council would fund £630 plus the service fee. A 
meeting had been arranged for Wednesday 25th July at 7.30pm in the Village Hall 
to form a Friends’ group.  

B. Meeting to discuss anti-social behaviour in Playfield Road- At the suggestion 
of the Chairman, a meeting was arranged to discuss the localised problem of anti-
social behaviour in Playfield Road and on the playing field following discussion at 
the Neighbourhood Action Group.  A well attended meeting was held with over 
twenty residents and Sgt Price and Pc Delaney and the Crime Reduction Officer. 
The police explained the measures they were considering to alleviate the 
problems. It was agreed that the most important action was that incidents were 
reported quickly to the police by as many people affected so that they can judge 
the scale of the problem. There was concern from the members about the impact 
on the shops and in particular the Indian restaurant and the Chinese takeaway 
from racial abuse. 

C. St Swithun’s Road- The residents of 29 St. Swithun’s Road were experiencing 
flooding into their garden and property in heavy rain. The clerk had highlighted 
this to Oxfordshire Highways and they were going to investigate the problem 
which had only started recently. In addition they reported a damaged barrier at the 
end of the lane up to the playing field at the junction of Bagley Wood Road and St 
Swithun’s Road. The clerk was investigating who was responsible for the barrier 
which prevented a fall into the stream as it emerged from under the road.  

D. Best Kept Garden Competition-The garden competition was to be held on 21st 
July 2007. A number of members volunteered as guides.  

E. T Mobile Telecommunication mast-The clerk had sent off the Heads of Terms 
and had instructed the Parish Council’s solicitor to start work on the alterations to 
the lease held by the Playing Fields Association.  

F. Saturday Office- The clerk and Cllr. Johnston attended the Parish Office on 
Saturday 9th June 2007. There were four enquiries.  
• A resident of Meadow View Road wanted to complain about the overhanging 

tree in a neighbouring garden which was obscuring the light in the alley 
between Poplar Grove and Meadow View Road.  

• Residents of Bagley Wood Road brought photographs of a problem with the 
road surface outside their home. A number of people had tripped and fallen on 
it the past few months.  

• Residents of Bagley Close and Cranbrook Drive came to speak about their 
concern for the number of potholes in the village roads.  

G. OALC-The clerk attended the Annual General meeting of the OALC on 11th June 
2007. Cllr. Biggs had been elected to the executive. There were two interesting 
talks. The first was a presentation on Neighbourhood Policing by Inspector Andy 
Talbot. The second was on Climate Change by Jo Hamilton who was working as 
the Coordinator for Climatexchange led from the Environmental Change Institute 
of the University of Oxford. She had some good ides for increasing awareness of 
ways people can reduce the amount of energy they use. She wanted feedback from 
Parish Councils about what they were doing locally. She was hoping to find 
volunteer ‘Climate  X plorers’ who can raise awareness through film shows, 
quizzes and the light bulb library. The officers reported that there was a possibility 
that OALC would be able to offer remote back-up for Parish Councils’ computer 
files.  
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H. Berinsfield Community Business -The clerk contacted Mark Williams of 
Berinsfield Community Business.  He checked the weed spraying at the cemetery 
and found it had not been done because of the rain although it was included on the 
invoice. He arranged for it to be done on 22nd May. In addition he reported that 
cutting around the playground equipment at Playfield Road and Forest Side had 
been done when the cemetery was cut which was every two weeks and not on a 
quarterly schedule. He was only going to invoice for two cuts. In discussion with 
the Chairman and Vice-chairman the clerk suggests that the playgrounds were cut 
every month with the cemetery cut. The total cost for each visit to the two areas 
was £49.73. If they were done once a month this would increase the annual cost 
from £198.92 to £397.84. This was agreed. 

I. 153 Kennington Road-The clerk had written to the Vale asking the Building 
Control department to consider taking action under the Building Act 1984 Section 
79 relating to ruinous buildings. She spoke with the Building Control officer who 
said it was unlikely they could take any action but he would investigate.  

J. Cemetery-In consultation with the Chairman and the Vice-chairman, the clerk 
had requested that D & N Builders dismantle the Sandford Lane gate and remove 
the post as it needed welding and re-setting.  The clerk was investigating a report 
that the smaller gate to the alley was also in need of a repair. There was another 
problem of missed waste collection which seemed to happen when there was a 
bank holiday. While the bins were waiting for collection one of them was stolen.  

 
3526. CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID 
A. Headway- Headway was a charity supporting people who had suffered a brain 

injury. They were based at the Good Shepherd Church in Kennington. They were 
hoping to raise funds for additional accommodation to provide space for Art 
Classes and other activities. They needed to raise £10,000 and had so far raised 
£4,000 by fundraising. They had requested a grant from the Parish Council. It was 
proposed by Cllr. Charlett and seconded by Cllr. Patterson and agreed that a grant 
be made. Cllr. Charlett proposed £50. An amendment was proposed by Cllr. 
Johnston of £75 which was seconded by Cllr. Mason and agreed.  

B. Chairman of the Vale-A letter had been received from Julie Mayhew-Archer the 
Chairman of the Vale. She would like to visit as many parishes as possible in her 
second term of office. She asked if there were any events that she could attend to 
meet local people and the councillors. Members suggested a number of events and 
the clerk would send an invitation.  

C. Kennington Memorial Field Committee-Copy of the report by Air Cdre Martin 
on tree planting at Kennington Road Fields and the Memorial Field given to the 
Oxfordshire Preservation Trust Executive meeting.  

D. Thames Valley Police Authority- Invitation to a stakeholder Forum on 5th June 
2007.  

E. OALC-Notice of the AGM on 11th June 2007 at 7.30pm at Exeter Hall. There 
would be a presentation by Inspector Andy Talbot Neighbourhood Policing 
Implementation Manager and Jo Hamilton ClimateExchange Coordinator.   

F. River Thames Society-Social Programme for 2007/8.  
G. Review of Subsidised Bus Services- Details of consultation on bus services in the 

Wantage and Faringdon area.  
H. Farmoor Reservoir Pontoon Project-Thank you letter for the grant aid. 
I. CPRE- Copy of Oxfordshire Bulletin and Fieldwork Magazine.  
J. Home2School- Copy of Newsletter. 
K. Standards Board- Copy of a guide for members on the new Code of Conduct. 
L. Oxfordshire County Council- Newsletter for Parish Councils.  
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M. Vale of White Horse District Council- Newsletter on Community Safety, Small 
Grants and new Community Funding Advice Service.  

N. Brochures-SMP 
O. Brochures- Glasdon.  
P. Oxfordshire County Council- Newsletter for Town and Parish Councils.  
Q. Standards Committee-Copy of the agenda for the next meeting on 18th June 

2007. 
R. River Thames-Thames Guardian magazine.  
S. ORCC-Copy of their new magazine.  

 
3527. FINANCIAL REPORT 
Internal Audit 
Mr Symes, the internal auditor, had completed his review of the accounts and other 
financial transactions. There were no items he wished to bring to the attention of the 
Parish Council. The financial statement was now ready to be sent to the External 
Auditor after it was available for the public to view in July. The clerk was thanked for 
her work on the accounts. 
 
The financial report and accounts for payment were approved on a proposition by 
Cllr. Patterson and seconded by Cllr. Charlett.   
 
Statement of Bank Accounts as at 31st May 2007 –  
Community Account                                                                              £500.00
Business Premium Account.                                                                    £35,705.32
Earmarked Funds £38,708.47
National Savings Investment Account                              £7,392.54

£82,306.33
Less un-presented cheques (£638.87)

 £81,667.46
Charity Land B.P.A.                                                                                £5.01

 
Direct Debit 

Virginmedia 1st June 2007 
Internet and telephone charges 

£20.54 

 
Payment Received 

P Biggs 
Contribution towards the retirement dinner at Oxford Said Business School 

£60.60 

Vale of White Horse District council 
Grant towards litter collection 

£500.00 

 
Accounts paid between meetings 

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 
 

455 British Gas Trading Ltd 
Gas for pavilion 

£67.09 LG (Misc. Prov.)Act 
1976 

456 OALC 
Two training courses 

£70.50 LGA 1972 

457 Harry Robinson 
Planting up flower baskets 

£549.90 LGA 1972 
S137 
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Accounts for payment 

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 
 

458 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Expenses for May 2007 

£109.00 LGA 1972 

459 Mrs P Johnston 
Net Clerk’s  Salary for May 2007 

£952.25 LGA 1972 

460 Inland Revenue 
Tax and NI for Clerk and Village Warden 

£366.56 LGA 1972 

461 Mr A Pope 
Village Warden’s wages less Tax for June 
2007      Gross wages 4 weeks @ £49.98 

£155.97 LGA 1972 

462 Kennington Village Hall 
Hire of Rooms 

£82.35 LGA 1972 

463 N Paddick 
Cleaning bus shelters 

£19.50 PC Act 1957 

464 Isis Accord 
Verge cutting 14/15 May 

£330.62 Highways Act 1980 

465 Isis Accord 
Forest Side Grass cutting 1/17/30 May 

£280.24 LG (Misc. Prov.)Act 
1976 

466 Public Works Loans Account 
Village Hall loan repayment  

£2,118.59 LGA 1972 

467 Mr P Biggs 
Quarterly Chairman’s allowance 

£117.50 LGA 1972 

468 Victim Support Oxfordshire and 
Buckinghamshire 
Grant aid 

£250.00 LGA 1972 
S137 

469 Berks, Bucks and Oxon Wildlife Trust Ltd. 
Subscription  

£46.00 
 

LGA 1972 
S137 

470 Franklins 
Professional Fees for perusing drafts of 
Section 101 agreements with Oxfordshire 
County Council 

£117.50 LGA 1972 

475 RJS(1A) Ltd 
Internal audit services 

£287.50 LGA 1972 

476 Oxford Said Business School 
Photocopying 

£45.77 LGA 1972 

477 Southern Electric 
Electricity for War Memorial 27 Feb-4 June 
2007 

£0.96 War Memorials Act 
1923 extended by 

LGA 1948 
478 Mrs P Johnston 

Postage/land registry fee/ black bin bags 
£66.97 LGA 1972 

 
From the Playing Fields Account 

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 
 

471 Isis Accord 
Playfield Road Grass cutting 1/17/30 May 

£227.05 LG (Misc. Prov.)Act 
1976 

472 Playdale 
Shackles and Bushes 

£48.41 LG (Misc. Prov.)Act 
1976 

473 Geo. Browns Implements Ltd 
Hire of Tractor and overseeder 

£611.00 LG (Misc. Prov.)Act 
1976 

474 Avoncrop Amenity Products 
Grass Seed 

£829.35 LG (Misc. Prov.)Act 
1976 

479 Southern Electric 
Electricity for Playfield Road pavilion 
27 Feb-4 June 2007 

£125.44 LG(Misc Pro)Act 
1976 

480 Southern Electric 
Electricity for Forest Side pavilion 
27 Feb-4 June 2007 

£62.88 LG(Misc Pro)Act 
1976 
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3528. MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE 
The minutes of the meeting on 1st May, 2007 were noted.  
 
3529. REPORTS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
There were no reports from members on outside bodies. 
 
3472. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 
Cllr. Baggott-He was concerned about the cutting of the hedges along footpath No 2. 
The clerk said it was scheduled to be done in June. He confirmed that the overhanging 
tree was in the garden of No 3 Edward Road.  
Cllr. Ellis-He reported that there were two fences that had fallen down in the 
Playfield Road Playing Fields. He said that there was a broken barrier by the culvert 
at the junction of St Swithuns Road and Bagley Wood Road. The clerk said that was 
being dealt with by Oxfordshire Highways. There were also a number of street lamps 
out in Playfield Road. The clerk would report them if Cllr. Ellis gave her the numbers. 
Cllr. Ellis said he had had reports that someone was removing posters advertising 
school events. The clerk explained that only she and the village warden removed old 
posters. She would write a piece in the Kennington Chronicle to explain the procedure 
for putting up and removing notices. 
Cllr. Mrs. Horseman-She noticed that the new sign outside the Tandem was 
available for local groups to advertise their events. She was concerned that it should 
be used responsibly.  
Cllr. Swaisland-He said he recalled that the dog waste bin would be moved from the 
alley between Poplar Grove and Sandford Lane. The clerk confirmed that she was 
waiting for the Vale’s contractor to do the move.  
Cllr. Mason-He wanted that to thank the council for the conference he had attended. 
He had found it very useful.  
Cllr. Patterson-He was concerned that there continued to be new graffiti on the by- 
pass pillars.  
 
3530. REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Cllr. Johnston said he was to have a briefing on the development of a new traffic 
management system that was proposed for the A34. It was multi-million pound 
scheme. He explained that there had been a review of the home help service which 
showed variation in the actual hours done by the staff. By redistributing the work load 
the County Council had been able to save overtime payments which would go some 
way in reducing the over spend on the budget. Cllr. Charlett asked who the 
consultants on the A34 scheme were as he hoped they would produce a better scheme 
than the one in Abingdon. Cllr. Johnston said the project was at a very early stage.  
   
3531. REPORT OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Cllr. Jennings had produced a written report which was appended to the minutes. He 
had been appointed to the Licensing, Strategic Review and Appeals committees which 
had not yet met. He was working on issues raised by local residents and had attended 
the meeting about anti-social behaviour in Playfield Road.  
 
Cllr. Patterson said that if members were interested in questioning David Robertson 
the cabinet member for transport on the County Council, he was speaking at a 
meeting in the Guildhall, Abingdon on 20th June 2007 at 7.30pm on the topic of the 
Abingdon Integrated Transport Scheme. He reported that he was still leader and that 
Cllr. Johnston was on the executive.  The balance of the executive was four men and 
three women. Three members represented Abingdon, two from the North East of the 
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Vale, one from Wantage and one from the rural villages. The deadline for the initial 
bids for the Old Gaol development had ended and there were eight companies that had 
submitted bids. A working group including the opposition would reduce this to a short 
list of two to four bids. There would be public consultation on the proposals before 
the executive made the final decision. Cllr. Patterson reported that Thames Water’s 
plans for a new reservoir had been put back by at least a year as they had to produce a 
Water Resources Plan for the regulator OFWAT. He had attended a joint meeting 
with the leaders of the County and District Councils to discuss enhanced partnership 
working. The leaders of the District Councils were keen to included working with 
local councils in particular the town councils who already had the capacity for 
additional delegated functions.  
 
Cllr. Mrs. Horseman asked about the Radley Lakes enquiry. As this was a County 
Council matter, Cllr. Johnston replied. He said that the public enquiry on the Town 
Green application was to have additional days in June as so many people wanted to 
present evidence. The inspector would then take six to eight weeks to produce his 
report. It was likely that the matter would not come to the County Council’s Planning 
and Regulation committee until January 2008. 
 
Cllr. Perkins asked whether the bids on the Old Gaol had been on a common 
specification and whether the Vale had considered a leasehold agreement. Cllr. 
Patterson confirmed that there had been a detailed specification produced which 
required a standard approach by all bidders. He said that there had been about 
hundred interested parties of which fifty had made visits to the site. The consideration 
of a long lease had been discussed but it was felt that a freehold disposal would be 
commercially the best option.  
 
3532. MATTERS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION 
The Chairman proposed that there should be an item on the next month’s meeting to 
discuss the play areas in the village. He said that all three sites needed to be upgraded 
as they were not of a high standard. He felt that as there would be £5,000 per year 
from the telecommunication mast rental that this could pump prime a major 
redevelopment project. He wanted to involve the village and particularly the children. 
Cllr. Patterson said it was also important to consider the needs of teenagers as well as 
the children. It was agreed to discuss the topic at the next meeting. 
 
Meeting Closed – 8.50pm   
 
 
 
Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


