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KENNINGTON                                       Minutes of the Meeting held on 
PARISH COUNCIL Thursday 13th March 2008 at 7.30 pm 
OXFORDSHIRE                                in Rooms 2/3 of the Village Centre  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Cllr. Biggs in the chair 
Present:  
Cllr. Auton  
Cllr. Baggott  
Cllr. Charlett 
Cllr. Ellis  
Cllr. Holland 

Cllr. Jennings  
Cllr. Johnston  
Cllr. Mason 
Cllr. Patterson  
Cllr. Perkins  

In Attendance:  Mrs. P. Johnston (Clerk) and a member of the press. 
 
3633. MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
There were no matters raised by members of the public 
 
3634. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
Cllr. Mrs. Horseman, Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers and Cllr. Swaisland 
 
3635. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Cllr. Johnston and Cllr. Patterson declared a personal interest on item 3642 (Items 
Raised by Members-Village Hall) as they were members of the executive of the Vale 
of White Horse District Council.  
 
3636. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING  
The minutes of the meeting on 14th February, 2008 were signed as a correct record.  
 
3637. REPORT OF THE CLERK 
A. Poplar Grove – The amendments requested by the Parish Council to the “no 

waiting at any time order” had been published by the County Council. Any 
comments had to be received by 26th March 2008. The Clerk was contacted by Mr 
Pye of Poplar Grove who was concerned that there would be double parking in the 
road near the junction with The Avenue. It was agreed to continue the Parish 
Council’s support for this scheme. 

B. School Buses parking in Manor Grove- Following her letter about the problems 
caused to the residents in Manor Grove, the Clerk had received an email from the 
County Council. They had asked Walters Limousines to wait outside the village 
until nearer the school pick up time. This had alleviated the problem and the buses 
arrive to pick up over a shorter period. The presence of the young people had led 
to more litter in the road as they waited for the buses to arrive.  

C. Cow Lane- The agreement had been returned to Network Rail and the barrier had 
been ordered from A W Grace. It was agreed to meet on Saturday 15th March at 
10am to discuss the position of the barrier.  

D. Highway Matters-The Clerk had reported the following problems: 
a. The damaged pavement at 25 Sandford Lane 
b. Street light at 19 Liddiard Close 

E. Bus Shelters- The two shelters were now in place. The two new ones would be 
ordered earlier in the next financial year. There had been a request for a shelter at 
the first stop in Kennington Road in the Abingdon direction. The Clerk 
understood this was not supported in 1997 by local residents. It was agreed to 
canvass views again. It was agreed to replace the one on the opposite side of 
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Kennington near Upper Road. The Clerk was asked to put a note on the bicycle 
that was chained to the bus shelter opposite Egrove Park.  

F. Thames Path- The Clerk had received a reply to her email. Their special projects 
officer had been able to do a site visit. Works had been scheduled to undertake 
some minor scrub clearance including tree works along the narrowest sections of 
the Path along Fiddler’s Elbow. The tree works would take place over the next 
couple of weeks, but due to the lateness of the season the scrub would be tackled 
next winter. Along the meadow section the only thing they could suggest would 
be to put down plainings around the gates, but due to the classifications of the land 
as water meadow they were doubtful as to whether they would get permissions 
from the Environment Agency and the landowner to do this. It was felt that 
wooden boarding might be a solution. The Clerk would make that suggestion.  

G. The Tandem – The Clerk had written to Greene King about the condition of The 
Tandem. The manager of The Tandem had replied to the Clerk’s letter. There was 
a plan to refurbish the public house commencing provisionally in early May, 
2008. It would be a comprehensive upgrade both internally and externally and 
would involve a closure of the pub for a number of weeks. 

H. Street Furniture Survey- All the forms had been returned and the Clerk would 
be compiling a list for the Vale and County Councils. A number of signs were 
dirty and it was agreed that the Village Warden would do the work. The damaged 
street sign at Edward Road was reported immediately. 

I. Flower Basket- An informal meeting had been held to discuss the planting and 
the Hardimans had offered to procure the plants for all the baskets. Volunteers 
were still needed for three boxes.  

J. Kendal Copse- The grant application to the Vale had been successful and they 
awarded £2,800 for a new gate and fence. 

K. Graffiti on Pavilion-West Oxfordshire’s street scene department had cleaned the 
graffiti from the pavilion at a cost of £331.58. The Playing Fields Association was 
considering painting the brick work with a coating which should make any future 
graffiti easier to remove.   

L. Clerk’s Training-The Clerk attended the Practitioners’ Training in Stoke on 
Trent. There were a number of very good workshops. The most informative were 
about youth forums and the Audit Commission. The Clerk had been offered a free 
demonstration of an independent web site which could be developed for the Parish 
Council and linked to the Village site.  

M. Saturday Office- The Clerk and Cllr. Mason attended the Parish Office on 
Saturday 8th March, 2008. There were four enquiries.  
• A resident from Bagley Close about the parking of commercial vehicles and 

people driving across the kerb to get to their front gardens which had been 
turned into parking places in Bagley Close.  

• A resident from Poplar Grove about the state of the pavements in Poplar 
Grove and by the Post Office in Kennington Road. 

• Residents from The Avenue about the number of street lights that were out in 
the south of the village. This was due to a faulty cable. The Clerk followed 
this up and found that it was the responsibility of the electricity company to fix 
and the recent windy weather had put the repairs back a number of weeks.  

• A resident from Upper Road asking if the number of charity collection bags 
delivered locally could be reduced.  
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3638. CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID 
A. Root and Branch- Request for a grant towards their latest project; a new kitchen 

costing £5,300 as they had been funded for three years with a National Lottery 
Grant to employ a Healthy Eating co-ordinator. It was agreed on a proposition by 
Cllr. Charlett seconded by Cllr. Baggott to give a grant. The sum of £75 was 
agreed on a proposition by Cllr. Charlett seconded by Cllr. Johnston. 

B. WRVS-Request for a contribution towards the Oxfordshire Emergency Services 
provided by this service founded in 1938. It was agreed on a proposition by Cllr. 
Holland seconded by Cllr. Baggott to give a grant. The sum of £25 was agreed on 
a proposition by Cllr. Patterson seconded by Cllr. Holland. 

C. Mr Smy, The Avenue-Copy of letter to PCSO Wright about the dangerous 
parking near St Swithun’s School. The letter was noted.  

D. Abingdon Integrated Transport Study- Cllr Ian Hudspeth, County Council 
Cabinet member for Transport Implementation, would like to update parishes 
around Abingdon about this project. He would like to attend a Parish Council 
meeting. It was agreed to invite him to a meeting and offer to host it for a number 
of Parish Councils.  

E. Vale of White Horse District Council-Letter from the Chairman of the Council. 
She was hosting a lunch for young people on 26th April 2008 and would like the 
Parish Council to nominate a young person under 25 years old living in the village 
who had achieved success. It was agreed to write to the local organisations that 
had junior members and ask them to suggest someone from their group. The 
Chairman, Vice-chairman and District Councillors would consider the 
nominations and select three people. They had also sent a copy of their policy for 
trees.  

F. Oxfordshire County Council-Copy of draft Report of Childcare Market 
Assessment. Comments can be made until 14th March 2008. 

G. ORCC- Letter about the review of primary school provision. It alerted parishes 
about the possibility of closures of primary schools in rural areas and encourages 
Parish Councils to contact their local schools and express their support of them to 
the County Council. Cllr. Johnston said it was unlikely to have an impact on St. 
Swithun’s School as it had a school role larger than 50. 

H. Oxfordshire Training Partnership-Details of the following courses for 
councillors and clerks. They were all to be held at the Civic Hall, Didcot. Lunch 
was provided for all-day sessions.  

• 9th April 2008 10.00-15.00 £40 per head 
Topic: Local Government and Local Clerks - An Introduction for Councillors 
and Clerks 
• 4th June 2008 10.15-14.30 £40 per head 
Topic: Getting to Grips with Finance 
• 2nd July 2008 10.00- 15.30 £40 per head 
Topic: How to be a Better Councillor 
• 1st October 2008 10.00-15.30 £40 per head 
Topic: What every Chairman should know. 
• 15th October 9.30-13.00 £20 per head 
Topic: Effective Responses to Planning Applications 

It was agreed that members could attend any training course. There were four 
members wanting to attend the planning course. The Clerk would circulate the 
details so that members had the opportunity of reading the course details.  

I. Enterprise- Letter from the company formerly called Isis Accord. They had 
amended the verge cutting costs from £288.41 per cut to £329.56 for the 
additional areas to be cut.   
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J. Internal auditor- Letter from Mr Symes. The audit fees were revised and would 
be £27.50 per hour from 1st April 2008.  

K. Charity fundraisers- Abseil for Cancer Centre Campaign 27th April 2008, Sports 
Relief 16th March 2008, Oxford Mail Run 6th April 2008. 

L. White Horse Leisure and Tennis Centre-Free activities for over 50’s on 6th 
March 2008. 

M. Clerks and Councils Direct-Copy of the magazine.  
N. SLCC- Copy of the Clerk magazine.  
O. Barclays Bank- Letter from new Local Business Manager.  
P. Helen and Douglas House- Copy of their newsletter.  
Q. Enjoy England- Copy of a brochure about celebrating St George’s Day.  
R. Brochures- Plantscape, Record RSS, Complete Weed control, Glasdon, Melba 

Swintex, Festive Lighting Company. 
S. Community Action Group Oxfordshire- A copy of their newsletter on recycling 

projects.  
T. Thames Valley Police – Copy of a letter and posters advertising the Community 

Policing Awards 2008.  
U. Oxford City Council - Copy of the Consultation on Oxford’s Core Strategy and 

notice of the adoption of Supplementary Planning Document on the Balance of 
Dwelling.  

 
3639. FINANCIAL REPORT 
Statement of Bank Accounts as at 29th February 2008 –  
Community Account                                                                              £500.00
Business Premium Account.                                                                    £3,649.09
Earmarked Funds £59,782.28
National Savings Investment Account                              £7,392.54

Sub total £71,323.91
Less outstanding cheques £810.00

Total £70,513.91
Charity Land B.P.A.                                                                                £14.06

 
Direct Debit 

Virgin Media 3rd March 2008 
Internet and telephone charges 

£27.76 

 
The financial report and accounts for payment were approved on a proposition by 
Cllr. Charlett seconded by Cllr. Auton.  
 
Accounts to be paid 

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 
 

630 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Expenses for February 

£109.00 LGA 1972 

631 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Net Salary less Tax and NI February 

£953.05 LGA 1972 

632 Mr A Pope  
March Wages less tax 
Gross wages 4 weeks @ £49.98  

£155.92 LGA 1972 

633 HM Revenue and Customs 
Clerk’s and Village Warden’s tax and NI 

£365.76 LGA 1972 

634 Mrs P Johnston 
Postage £36.48, Stationary £3.99,  
Land Registry £6.00 

£46.47 LGA 1972 

635 Kennington Village Hall 
Hire of rooms 

£92.00 LGA 1972 
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636 Southern Electric 
War Memorial Electricity 

£84.45 War Memorials Act 
1923 

637 Oxford Green Belt Network 
Subscription 

£15.00 LGA 1972 

638 Vale of White Horse District Council 
Servicing of six dog bins 

£277.24 Litter Act 1983 

639 Queensbury Shelters Limited 
Replacement bus shelter and installation 

£3,939.78 PC Act 1957 

640 N Paddick 
Bus shelter cleaning 

£19.50 PC Act 1957 

641 Society of Local Council Clerks 
Reference Books 

£35.50 LGA 1972 

645 St Johns College No 3 Domestic Account 
Rent for Forest Side 25/3-23/6/2008 

£312.50 LG (Misc Pro) Act 
1976 

646 Ryder-Cheshire Volunteers 
Grant Aid 

£25.00 LGA 1972 
S137 

 
From Playing Fields Account 

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 
 

642 Southern Electric 
Forest Side Pavilion Electricity 

£168.56 LG(Misc Pro) Act 
1976 

643 Southern Electric 
Playfield Road Pavilion Electricity 

£130.97 LG(Misc Pro) Act 
1976 

644 Avoncrop Amenity Products Limited 
AA Wetline 

£94.01 LG(Misc Pro) Act 
1976 

647 Avoncrop Amenity Products Limited 
Grass Seed 

£177.49 LG (Misc Pro) Act 
1976 

 
3640. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
The minutes of the planning committee on 29th January and 19th February 2008 were 
noted.  
 
3641. REPORTS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
Village Hall- Cllr. Charlett invited the members to attend the Annual General 
Meeting on 1st April. He said that it had been a successful year financially. He wanted 
the Parish Council’s support, as Custodian Trustee, in protesting to the Vale about the 
decision to make the Village Hall pay rates on the village car park. The cost would be 
about £400 per annum. It would fall on the village hall management committee to pay 
although it was of a benefit to other users especially the Health Centre. This was the 
discretionary element of the rate relief and had been granted ever since the Vale had 
terminated their lease on the car park. Cllr. Patterson defended the Vale’s decision as 
he said it came from a review of the Vale’s discretionary element which had 
highlighted some anomalies.  Cllr. Jennings said he was concerned about the Vale’s 
decision. It was agreed by eight votes to one on a proposition by Cllr. Jennings 
seconded by Cllr. Charlett to write to the Vale in the strongest terms objecting to this 
change in policy. Cllr. Johnston and Cllr. Patterson abstained as they had a personal 
interest.  
Playing Fields Association- Cllr Johnston said he had attended the last meeting. 
Apart from the issues of the graffiti he had only two items to report. One of the trees 
near the houses in Links Road would be dealt with by a tree surgeon. The green shed 
would be taken down once the ground was firmer.  
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3642. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 
Cllr. Jennings- He asked if the letterbox in The Avenue between Simpsons Way and 
St Swithuns Road could be painted.  
Cllr. Mason – He said the street sign at Edward Road had been damaged and the 
litter bin moved. The Clerk said she had reported it to the Vale and they would attend 
to them.  
Cllr. Baggott- He asked if the owner of the plum tree could be contacted and asked to 
remove the overhanging branches across footpath no. 2.  
Cllr. Ellis- He asked when the Playing Fields Association was going to paint the 
storage container on the field at Playfield Road. He reported that the fence at 56 
Bagley Wood Road was leaning over.  
Cllr. Holland- He asked if a barrier could be put up outside the post office to stop the 
cars parking too near the entrance. He wondered if the Parish Council should have an 
input into the refurbishment of the Health Centre. It was agreed that these were 
matters for the respective establishments and not Parish Council matters.  
Cllr. Patterson- He mentioned the problem in Edward Road with the litter bin.  
Cllr. Charlett- He wanted to ask if the Clerk had written to the Vale about the 
railings at Beaumont Court. She had not and would do so.  
Cllr. Biggs- He reported that Ian Sillince who had been a councillor for a number of 
years was leaving the village. He said he was concerned at the water problems at 43 
Sandford Lane. He reminded all members that the Annual Meeting of the Parish was 
on 26th March and hoped everyone would be able to attend. He said that there was a 
clash in June with a production of KADS which would mean moving the meeting to 
another venue. Cllr. Baggott would book the Church Hall.  
 
3643. REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Cllr. Johnston reported that work to wall off the waste tip at Redbridge Hollow had 
almost been completed. It was proposed to cover it to so that if any further attempts to 
dump there could be identified. There was a proposal to install CCTV. The County 
Council did not have a licence to remove the waste. It would be done by an approved 
contractor eventually. He said the final decision on the waste incinerator was likely 
soon as the County Council would be charged increasing fines for land fill waste. The 
two possible sites were at Sutton Courtenay or Ardley.  
 
3644. REPORT OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Cllr. Patterson said he had investigated the issue with the charging of bus tickets. He 
said the price cut off was Sugworth Lane so he did not believe there were any 
problems with the concessionary tickets. He reported that the Vale paid 60% of the 
cost which was a substantial sum. Jonathan Shaw, Minister for the South East had 
toured employment sites in the Vale at Harwell and Milton Park. This was in 
connection to the South Central Oxfordshire sub-region of the South East Plan. 
Regional Planning was proposed to be transferred to SEEDA, South East England 
Development Agency. The Government’s approval of the Plan had been expected in 
March but it was now likely to go to consultation in July or August.  Sir Michael Pitt, 
Independent Chair of the Government’s Review into the July 2007 flooding, would be 
visiting Oxfordshire in March to discuss the flooding issues. Cllr. Patterson said he 
had attended the meeting at Said Business School and been told there were no plans to 
alter the use of Egrove Park as an executive training venue. 
 
Cllr. Baggott asked a question about the timing of the new concessionary bus passes. 
He considered it was a very bad decision not to start them at 9am as many other local 
authorities in Oxfordshire were doing. Cllr. Patterson said the Vale was unable to 
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meet the anticipated extra cost which would be about £100,000. The Government 
scheme had been deliberately set at 9.30am as they did not want to subsidise over 60s 
travelling to work.  
 
Cllr. Jennings gave his report. He had disagreed with the ruling group on the Vale and 
their decision on the start time of the bus passes as he felt more people should be 
encouraged to use public transport. He was concerned that community groups in 
Abingdon and Wantage using the Civic Halls would be disadvantaged by cuts in the 
discretionary hall charges. He said there had been a reduction in the Community 
Grants by 7% which was £10,000. This was not fair to voluntary bodies that needed 
the support. He welcomed the grant to Kendall Copse and the increase in the budget 
for flood prevention. He said he was concerned that the Vale’s executive was not 
monitoring the budget. Cllr. Patterson said that there had been a shortfall on the 
budget which had been reported late but he denied that it was due to poor monitoring.  
 
Meeting Closed – 8.45pm   
 
 
 
 
Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


