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KENNINGTON                                       Minutes of the Meeting held on 
PARISH COUNCIL Thursday 12th March at 7.30 pm 
OXFORDSHIRE                                in Rooms 2/3 of the Village Centre  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Cllr. Charlett in the chair 
Present:  
Cllr. Baggott 
Cllr. Ellis 
Cllr. Holland 
Cllr. Mrs. Horseman 

Cllr. Mason  
Cllr. Patterson  
Cllr. Swaisland 

 
In Attendance:  Mrs. P. Johnston (Clerk) and a member of the public. 
 
MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
There were no matters raised.  
 
3787. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
Apologies were received from Cllr. Auton, Cllr. Biggs, Cllr. Jennings, Cllr. Johnston, 
Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers and Cllr Perkins.  
 
Cllr. Patterson enquired when the last meeting Cllr. Perkins had attend had been as he 
was concerned it might be over six months ago. The Clerk would clarify the situation 
and contact Cllr. Perkins to discuss the matter.  
 
3788. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Cllr. Swaisland declared a personal and prejudicial interest in the charge per bag for 
the litter collection as he was a member of Kennington Overseas Aid who would 
receive the grant. He left the room during discussion of this item.  
 
3789. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
The minutes of the meeting on 12th February 2009 were approved and signed as a 
correct record following the deletion of the word “cleaning” in the second line of 
3776 B Bus Shelter Cleaning. 

 
3790. REPORT OF THE CLERK 
A. Play Areas Working Group- The children’s workshop was well attended and the 

parents and young people enjoyed drawing their ideas. Carolyn Place took away 
the work and had produced a summary for the submission to Playbuilder. The 
Clerk had filled in most of the application form and had a meeting with Carolyn 
about the ideas for the play area. Carolyn was visiting the Guides to get the view 
of older girls. The initial plan would be presented to the Working Group on 10th 
March. The Chairman and Vice- Chairman and Clerk would be meeting the BMX 
boys on 16th March. Hopefully everything would come together to produce a 
strong submission to the Playbuilder Committee which would consider it on 31st 
March 2009.  

B. Bus Shelter Cleaning- Following the invitation to tender in the Kennington 
Chronicle the Clerk had issued five copies of the specification to local businesses.   

C. The Paddock Amenity Land- Since the last meeting, Berinsfield Community 
Business confirmed the cost of the work which was £295. The Clerk consulted 
with the Chairman and agreed that the work should be done. It had been 
completed and the residents were delighted with what had been achieved.  
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D. Highways- Since the last meeting when the Clerk reported a number of potholes 
in the roads, a number of the roads in the village had been marked up for repairs in 
particular Kennington Road. However nothing had been done to start the repairs. 
The Clerk had a call from a resident in Poplar Grove who was concerned that that 
the potholes in that road were not reported. The Clerk had asked the County 
Highways to inspect Poplar Grove.  

E. Litter Pick- The Clerk had had a request from someone to borrow a litter pick 
stick as they could not make the weekend of the litter blitz. It was agreed on a 
proposition by Cllr. Mrs. Horseman and seconded by Cllr. Patterson to buy a 
supply of litter pick sticks, gloves and fluorescent jackets to loan residents. During 
the litter pick weekend of 7th and 8th March, there were six people including the 
Clerk and Cllr. Ellis litter picking the Sustrans track on Saturday. They picked up 
about 20 bags of litter, half a bicycle, bits of a motorcycle and a working shopping 
trolley. On Sunday there were only four people including Cllr. Mason and Cllr. 
Swaisland and Mark Horseman. The Vale was very helpful in delivering and 
collecting the equipment and removing the rubbish the following day. It was 
agreed on a proposition by Cllr. Holland seconded by Cllr. Mrs. Horseman to pay 
to the charities £3 per bag or large item collected. 

F. Sandford Lane- The Clerk met an officer of the County Council on 26th February 
to show him the highway signs at the entrance to Sandford Lane. He appreciated 
the problem of tidying them up and trying to make it clearer that there was a low 
bridge before the industrial estate. He would submit a scheme in a few weeks.  

G. Reference Books- The Clerk wanted permission to purchase some reference 
books for the Parish Council’s office. They were updates for the Clerk’s Manual, 
books on Local Council Finance, Clerk’s and Council’s Guide and Highway Law.  
The cost of £78.10 was agreed.  

H. Berinsfield Community Business- The Clerk met the two men who will be doing 
the maintenance work this year. She clarified the work that needed to be done 
which they were uncertain about. She had asked them to do a one off cut of the 
bank from The Good Shepherd Church to the alley up to Upper Road. They would 
also clean the alley from Upper Road to Woodcroft. 
 

3791. CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID 
A. Ms Gregory, Bagley Wood Road- The Clerk had received an email requesting 

that the Parish Council support a proposal to introduce a speed limit on the section 
of Bagley Wood Road from the 30mph limit to the Oxford Road through Bagley 
Wood.  There was a discussion and it was agreed to support the idea. There was 
concern that the weight restriction sign might not be in Bagley Wood Road so it 
was agreed the Clerk would check.  

B. Thames Valley Police-Details of their Community Policing Awards. 
C. Oxfordshire Association of Local Council- Monthly update for members 

including details of the following training course  
a. March 16  Chairmanship 
b. April 2 Law and Administration 
c. July 3 Getting to grips with Finance 
d. October 20 Effective Responses to Planning Applications 

D. River Thames Society- Invitation to their AGM on 14th March at Ripon College.  
E. Standards Board- Newsletter for February 2009 
F. Sustrans- Copy of the Hanson Way leaflet sponsored by the Parish Council 
G. Headway- Copy of their January newsletter.  
H. SLCC- Copy of the Clerk magazine for March 2009. 
I. Clerks and Councils Direct- copy of their March edition of their magazine. 
J. NHS Oxfordshire- Copy of the Health News magazine for Spring 2009.  
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K. Abingdon Town Council- Details of their Arts Festival and Newsletter. For 
Spring 2009. 

L. Brochures-Playworld, ASM, SMP, KTW 
M. RBS Software Solutions- Details of training courses. 
N. Helen and Douglas House- Copy of magazine for Spring 2009. 
O. CPRE- Copy of their magazine Fieldwork. 
P. Vale of White Horse District Council- Letter about the Evidence Base for the 

Core Strategy Preferred Options. This consists of Strategic Housing Land 
Availability Assessment, Appropriate Assement, Housing Needs Assessment and 
Retail Study. Copy of their residents’ magazine 

Q. Abingdon Rural Neighbourhood Update – Report of the work of the PCSO Ady 
Wright.  

R. Mr Dawton, Poplar Grove- He sent a copy of an email he sent to Oxfordshire 
Highways about the state of the roads in the village and the difficulties cyclists 
were encountering with the potholes.  
 

3792. FINANCIAL REPORT AND ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
Approval of the Internal Auditor 
The Parish Council had used the services of Mr Symes as the Council’s Internal 
Auditor since the new audit system became operational in 2002. The members 
confirmed his appointment for next financial year 2009/2010 on a proposition by Cllr. 
Patterson seconded by Cllr. Ellis.  
 
Internal Audit Testing 
While the Parish Council had followed most of the aspects of the internal controls 
described in the Appendix 9 of the Governance and Accountability for Local 
Councils, it had not tabulated them in a checklist. The Clerk’s suggestion that this 
should be done for the coming financial year was agreed. It was also agreed that the 
Chairman verified that the Clerk was undertaking the management of the Council’s 
finances as described in Appendix 10 of the Governance and Accountability for Local 
Councils. 
 
The financial report and accounts for payment were approved on a proposition by 
Cllr. Baggott seconded by Cllr. Swaisland.  
 
Statement of Bank Accounts as at 27th February 2009–  
Community Account                                                                              £500.00
Business Premium Account.                                                                    £7,521.82
Earmarked Funds Account £51,519.78
National Savings Investment Account                              £7,679.15

Sub total £67,220.75
Less outstanding cheques -£752.00

Total £66,468.75
Charity Land B.P.A.                                                                               £3.29

 
Direct Debit 

Virgin Media March  2009 
Internet and telephone charges  

£28.98 

 
Accounts to be paid 

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 
 

866 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Expenses for February 

£111.29 LGA 1972 
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867 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Net Salary for February  less Tax  

£968.95 LGA 1972 

868 Mr A Pope  
Wages less tax for March 
Gross wages 5 weeks litter collection @ 
£51.03 per week plus £5.32 petrol for leaf 
blower 

£209.47 LGA 1972 

869 HM Revenue and Customs 
Clerk’s and Village Warden’s tax and 
Employer’s NI 

£382.33 LGA 1972 

870 Kennington Village Hall 
Hire of Rooms March 2009 

£80.70 LGA 1972 
 

871 Euroffice Ltd 
Printer cartridges and stationery  

£72.50 LGA 1972 
 

872 N Paddick 
Cleaning the bus shelters  

£19.50 PC Act 1957 

873 Franklins 
Professional Fees 

£554.54 LGA 1972 
 

874 GreenThumb 
Scarification of War Memorial grass 

£175.00 War Memorial Act 
1923 

875 Mrs P Johnston 
Postage and supplies for play area workshop 

£36.46 LGA 1972 

876 Mr P Biggs 
Chairman’s Quarterly Allowance 

£120.00 LGA 1972 

From the Playing Field Account 
Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 
 

877 Southern Electric 
Electricity for Playfield Road Pavilion 

£181.02 LGA 1972 

 
 

3793. PLANNING  
There had been no planning applications to consider for two months. The next 
meeting of the Planning Committee on 17th March was cancelled. There had been a 
number of items to note including the following: 

• Appeal Decision on the land at the rear of 179-189 Poplar Grove. This result 
was very satisfactory. The Inspector’s report mentioned the importance of 
preserving the character of that part of Poplar Grove.  

• Three plans were permitted at 6 Grundy Crescent, The Co-op 168 Kennington 
Road and 33 Bagley Close.  

• One plan was withdrawn at 21 Sandford Lane.  
• Copy of application for information was received for SHI/20798 Bagley Edge 

Badger Lane Hinksey Hill for the erection of2.75m fence around tennis court.  
 

3794. REVIEWING AND PLANNING  
Cllr. Mason had provided a written update for items A, B and C. A copy was attached 
to the minutes 
A. Young People and the Parish Council- He explained he had spoken to the 

headteacher of St Swithun’s School who was pleased to consider ideas for greater 
involvement. There was concern that the headteacher of Matthew Arnold had not 
responded to the Clerk’s letter.  Cllr. Patterson said that the school had withdrawn 
from the Vale’s Youth Forum as they were concentrating on their Oxford City 
links.   

B. Fairtrade4Kennington- There had been two successful events, a Pancake Party and 
an open day in the Village Hall during Fairtrade Fortnight. £95.77 had been raised 
for the Traidcraft exchange. Cllr. Mason said there was a lot of work involved in 
getting Fairtrade status but he was sure that that it would prove successful. He 
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asked if he could purchase a banner for use at the Village Fete and the 
Horticultural Society’s Spring Sale.  It was agreed to consider the cost at the next 
meeting.  

C. Village Website- There was a discussion about the web site. The Clerk explained 
that it was independent of the Parish Council but had strong links. The Webmaster 
had been very helpful in the redesign to accommodate the needs of the Parish 
Council. As it had been designed as a bespoke website it could not easily be added 
to by external organisations without going via the Webmaster.   

D. No Cold Calling Zone- This was discussed and Cllr. Charlett explained that there 
may be help from Trading Standards in the new financial year. It was agreed to 
get feedback from local residents via the Kennington Chronicle and Website.  

E. Play Policy- The Draft Play Policy circulated by the Clerk was agreed on a 
proposition by Cllr. Charlett seconded by Cllr. Mason. A copy was attached to the 
minutes.  

F. Consultation for the Oxford Flood Risk Management Strategy- There was support 
for the ideas in the booklet that had been prepared by the Environment Agency. It 
was felt that a well designed channel going through the water meadows to 
Sandford Lock would be an asset to the environment.  

G. Suggestion from Oxfordshire County Council to switch off street lighting from 
12.30am -5.30 am- This item was discussed. It was felt that there may be safety 
risks by reducing the lighting in the village at night. It was agreed to discuss this 
at the next meeting and to find out what local residents thought about it via the 
Kennington Chronicle and the Website.  

 
3795. REPORTS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
Friends of Kennington Library- Cllr. Swaisland spoke about the very successful 
Library Festival organised so enthusiastically by the librarian, Dominique Henderson. 
He said that although it was free the donations that people made covered all costs.  
 
3796. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 
Cllr. Mason- He reported that the graffiti was getting worse on the fences along 
footpath No 2 from Upper Road to Kennington Road. He asked if the Parish Council 
could financially support an individual who was doing a charity run from Paris to 
London. It was explained that this was not legally possible from Parish Council funds  
but individual councillors could make private donations. 
Cllr. Baggott- He reported that the church members had cleared the churchyard of 
overgrown vegetation. He said that there was a blocked drain in the roadway outside 
No 5 Bagley Wood Road.  
Cllr. Holland- He suggested that there needed to be a litter bin at the North West 
corner of Playfield Road playing field. This suggestion would be passed to the 
Playing Fields Association.  
 
3797. REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Cllr. Johnston presented a written report. As expected the County Council set its 
Council Tax on the 10th of February.  The result was a rise of 3.75%, which meant an 
increase of about £41 per year for a band D property.  There were still doubts about 
the intended savings of £400,000 in children’s services.  If these doubts were realised, 
then there would be a budget overspend. He had received the draft of a project paper 
on Redbridge Hollow to go to full Cabinet on the 17th of March.  It was proposed that 
at a cost of £1.18 million the accumulated rubbish (which was now thought only to be 
very mildly contaminated with asbestos), would be removed by an approved 
contractor.  It was hoped to make a start in June, and have it all removed by the end of 
September.  The area would then be surrounded by a security fence to prevent further 
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tipping, and monitored by CCTV.  In 2010/11 the same area would be redeveloped to 
give between 6 to 8 new pitches, with the help of a government grant.  This would 
help the county to meet its target for new pitches as imposed by SEERA.  The 
proposal had to be agreed by the Cabinet. 
 
3798. REPORT OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Cllr. Patterson gave a brief report. He said that the new edition of the Vale’s regular 
newsletter for residents would be delivered soon. It had been give a new name 
“Unvaled” and a new format and was replacing Vale Views which had not changed 
since it was introduced in 1993. He would be interested to get feedback on the new 
look. Cllr. Mason asked him about the proposed incinerator at Sutton Courtenay. Cllr. 
Patterson said this was a County Council matter but the Vale had objected to the plan 
and it was expecting a re-application which may address the issues the Vale had 
raised. He said there were two stages; one was the planning permission and the 
second was the granting of the contract. There was another possible site under 
consideration at Ardley.  
 
Cllr. Jennings was not at the meeting so there was no report from him.  
  
3799. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING 
It was decided to discuss the No Cold Calling Zones and the suggestion by 
Oxfordshire County Council for the street lighting to be switched off at night at the 
next meeting.  
 
3800. CONFIDENTIAL ITEM 
The Parish Council RESOLVED to exclude the public from the consideration of a 
matter relating to a land holding of the council as approved by the Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and s100 LGA 1972.  
 
Meeting Closed – 9.12pm   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


