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KENNINGTON                                       Minutes of the Meeting held on 
PARISH COUNCIL Thursday 11th March 2010 at 7.30 pm 
OXFORDSHIRE                                in Kennington Village Hall 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Cllr. Biggs in the chair 
Present:  
Cllr. Baggott  
Cllr. Charlett  
Cllr. Holland 
Cllr. Mrs. Horseman  
Cllr. Jennings  

Cllr. Johnston  
Cllr. Mason  
Cllr. Patterson  
Cllr. Perkins  
Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers 

 
In Attendance:  Mrs. P. Johnston (Clerk), County Councillor Arash Fatemian and 
one member of the public. 
 
3947. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
There were no items raised.  
 
3948. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
Apologies were received from Cllr. Cobb, Cllr. Ellis and Cllr. Swaisland 
 
3949. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest.  
 
3950. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
The minutes of the meeting on 11th February 2010 were approved and signed as a 
correct record. 
 
3951. REPORT OF THE CLERK 
A. Grass Cutting Contracts- The day after the last meeting of the Parish Council in 

February, the Clerk received a letter to say that QCS would not be taking on the 
grounds maintenance service from Enterprise. This left the Parish Council with no 
contractor for the coming season to do the highway verges or the playing fields. 
The Clerk in consultation with the Chairman and Vice-chairman arranged to send 
the bid documents which she had already prepared to the following companies: 
Berinsfield Community Business, Continental Landscapes, Countrywide Grounds 
Maintenance, BBG Garden and Tree Care and DJ Garden Maintenance (Playing 
Fields Contract only). The deadline for them to respond was 10th March 2010 with 
a start date of 1st April 2010. The members of the Parish Council agreed to 
consider the bids which had been received as a confidential item at the end of the 
meeting. 

B. Salt Bins- The Clerk had written to the County Council requesting the five bins. 
The Clerk had been contacted by an officer of the County Council. They would 
provide the five salt bins and were waiting for a delivery and would be in touch to 
make arrangements for their positioning. She had been contacted by a resident of 
Meadow View Road who had requested any additional bin in that area.  
It was resolved to request an additional bin for Meadow View Road. 

C. Premium Bus Route 35- There had been two letters on this topic from the Leader 
of the County Council, Cllr Mitchell and Cllr. Rose, Cabinet Member for 
Transport Implementation. They said in the letters that there was to be a review of 
the designated priority routes. This would take some time but they would be 
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issuing a clear statement about what they could and could not provide during 
adverse weather following the review.   

D. Progress of the Playbuilder Project- The Chairman and Vice-chairman met 
Carolyn Place and Jonathan Highley from TCL on 22nd February 2010 on site. It 
was agreed to install land drains. They hoped to start on 15th March 2010. There 
should be sufficient time to complete all the work by 31st March 2010. The Clerk 
had been sent a request for a report on the final project from the Aiming High 
Capital Grant which she would complete.  
It was resolved to install land drains at an additional cost of £1,874.67. 

E. Tree planting in verges- Cllr. Mason had done a survey of the village and had 
prepared a list of sites for the new planting. There was a detailed discussion about 
the suitability of the highway verges for planting. It was felt by most members to 
be a long term project. If sites were identified then neighbours would need to be 
consulted. 
It was resolved to send the survey list to the County Council’s Arboricultural 
Officer for approval.   

F. Bagley Wood Road- The Clerk had been in contact with the County 
Arboricultural Officer about some trees which were not being maintained along 
the side of Public Footpath No 3 near No 59 Bagley Wood Road. A request had 
also been made to get the surface repaired or to allow the Parish Council to do 
some remedial work.  

G. Saturday Office- Cllr. Charlett and the Clerk attended the office on Saturday 6th 
March, 2010. There were two visitors. A resident of Fairways reported that there 
was an uneven surface on the pavement along The Avenue from the entrance to 
Fairways to the bus shelter near Playfield Road. A resident called in to discuss the 
step outside St Swithun’s Church Hall.  

 
3952. CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUESTS FOR GRANT AID 
A. Ryder-Cheshire Volunteers (VWH)- A letter had been received requesting grant 

aid for the work they did in the Vale area for people with physical disabilities.  
It was resolved to offer the organisation a grant of £25.  

B. St John Ambulance- A letter had been received requesting a donation toward the 
work they do in Oxfordshire providing a charitable first aid service.  
It was resolved to offer the organisation a grant of £100 

C. Mr Ward, Ross Court- A letter had been received from this resident. He would 
like to suggest that there was a Village Environmental audit.  Mr Ward’s letter 
was discussed in detail. It was felt that he should be invited to attend the Annual 
Parish Meeting to make his suggestion in that forum. 
It was resolved that the Clerk would reply to his letter inviting him to the 
Annual Parish Meeting.  

D. Mrs Poole, Poplar Grove-A letter had been received requesting that the bus 
shelters near Manor Grove are fully enclosed with full side and front panels.  
It was resolved that the Clerk would reply by saying it was not possible to 
alter the bus shelter.   

E. Oxfordshire County Council- Notification of the temporary footpath closure of 
the Thames Path at Sandford on Thames from 22nd March 2010 for 13 weeks.   

F. Thames Valley Police- Letter from Chief Inspector Boyd thanking the Parish 
Council for its kind words. Letter and posters about a recruitment campaign for 
the Special Constabulary. 

G. River Thames Society- Invitation to the branch AGM on 13th March 2010. Copy 
of their quarterly magazine Thames Guardian. 

H. SLCC- Notification of an Induction Course for New Clerks to be held on 7th April 
and 5th May 2010. Invitation to attend a training course on Health and Safety and 
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Risk Assessment on 22nd April 2010 in Swindon and copy of the magazine, The 
Clerk. 

I. Amnesty International UK- Details of their Make a Would Fortnight from 15th 
to 26th  March 2010.  

J. Brochures- Wicksteed Playscapes, Town and Country Trees Ltd and Just Grass.   
K. Community Flood Group Workshop-An invitation had been received inviting 

members to attend a workshop on flooding issues organised by the Vale of White 
Horse District Council on 22nd April 2010 from 6pm to 8pm at the Guildhall 
Abingdon.  
It was resolved that the Clerk would attend the Workshop.  

L. Clerks and Councils Direct- Copy of their quarterly magazine.  
 
 
3953. FINANCIAL REPORT AND ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
A. Review of the effectiveness of the Internal Audit 

The members of the Parish Council reviewed the Internal Auditor and the work 
they perform. The following areas were considered when considering the work of 
the internal auditor Mr Symes. These were scope of the internal audit, 
independence, competence, relationships and Internal Audit planning and 
reporting. 
It was resolved that Mr Symes’s work was satisfactory and it was agreed to 
appoint him as the Internal auditor for a further year.  

 
B. Review of the Risk Assessment 

The Clerk presented an updated risk assessment. The members of the Parish 
Council went through it in detail. There were two matters to be considered; the 
insurance of the Council’s laptop and the new play area.  
It was resolved to obtain a quotation to insure the new play area equipment 
but not to insure the laptop as its replacement cost could be met by the Parish 
Council if necessary.   

 
C. Review of the level of the Fidelity Guarantee Insurance Cover 

The Fidelity Guarantee Insurance Cover was set at a level of £100,000. This level 
was above the maximum possible balances in the financial year 2010 -2011 which 
would consist of half of the Precept in April 2010 of £39,456 and the estimated 
closing cash balance at 31st March 2010 of £27,005.  
It was resolved not to alter the level of the Fidelity Guarantee Insurance 
Cover. 

 
Statement of Bank Accounts as at 26th February 2010 
Community Account                                                                              £500.00
Business Premium Account.                                                                   £26,943.99
Earmarked Funds Account £31,544.45
National Savings Investment Account                              £7,941.97

Sub total £66,930.41
Less outstanding cheques £89.33

Total £66,841.08
Charity Land B.P.A.                                                                                £1.13

 
Direct Debit 

Virgin Media 
Telephone and Internet -March 

£33.86 
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It was resolved to approve the Financial Report and accounts for payment.  
Cheque No. 
105… 

   Power to Act 
 

108 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Expenses for February 

£114.66 LGA 1972 

109 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s salary for February less tax 

£992.42 LGA 1972 

110 HM Revenue and Customs 
Clerk’s and Warden’s Tax and Employers NI 

£398.44 LGA 1972 
 

111 Mr A Pope  
Wages less tax for March 
Gross wages 5 weeks litter collection @ 
£52.50 per week 

£209.90 LGA 1972 
 

112 Kennington Village Hall 
Hire of  rooms 

£71.00 LGA 1972 

113 St Johns College No3 Domestic Account 
Rent for Forest Side Playing Field 

£312.50 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

114 G & I Ayres 
Tarmac surfacing under bus shelters 

£1,814.20 LGA 1972 

115 G & I Ayres 
Installation of posts in the highway verge in 
the Avenue 

£1,280.75 LGA 1972 

116 Oxford Green Belt Network 
Annual Subscription 

£15.00 S137 LGA 1972 

117 JACS (UK) Limited 
40 HANIT® posts 

£893.94 LGA 1972 

118 Euroffice 
Envelopes and printer paper 

£39.69 LGA 1972 

119 Oxford Said Business School 
Photocopying 

£5.36 LGA 1972 

120 Southern Electric 
Electricity supply for War Memorial  

£130.58 War Memorials Act 
1923 amended LGA 

1948 
121 ORCC 

Annual Subscription 
£30.00 S137 LGA 1972 

 
3954. REPORTS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
Kennington Playing Fields Association- Cllr. Johnston reported on the progress of 
the repairs to the pavilion. They were waiting to hear if the boiler needed to be 
repaired. The damaged ceiling and flooring had been removed and it was being 
dehumidified ready for repainting.  
Kennington4Fairtrade –Cllr. Mason reported on a very successful tea party on 6th 
March to celebrate the Fairtrade Fortnight which attracted over 100 visitors. St 
Swithun’s School had been involved with a Poster Competition. 
Kennington Village Hall Management Committee – Cllr. Charlett reported that 
following the meeting with the Vale officers they had hired acoustic consultants to 
advice on remedial measure to reduce noise leakage from the hall. It was likely that 
there would be a large financial cost to undertake the work recommended.  
St Swithun’s Churchyard- Cllr. Baggott reported that an incident had been reported 
to the funeral director. It seemed that the grave digger’s machine had gone over a 
number of graves when working in the churchyard. Rev. Em Colley would be 
following this up.   
 
3955. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 
Cllr. Patterson- He was concerned by the poor state of the road surface of The 
Avenue especially the north end near the War Memorial. He felt it needed 
replacement rather than patching.   
Cllr. Johnston-He raised three potholes which he had added to the reporting book.  
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The Chairman reminded councillors that they should not raise potholes at the meeting 
but use the book.  
Cllr. Mason-He asked about the policy on notices being put up in the village hall. He 
was told this was a matter for the village hall management committee. 
Cllr. Holland- He wanted to know if there had been any progress on the repainting of 
the Post Boxes. The Clerk would contact the Royal Mail again.  
Cllr. Charlett-He reported that the verges in Sandford Lane had been damaged by the 
work vehicles. He was concerned by the water on the road under the railway bridge 
and near the Sandford Lane Industrial Estate.  He hoped that the area around the 
Estate would be litter picked.  
 
3956. REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Cllr. Fatemian spoke to a written report. The highlights were a progress report on the 
Redbridge Hollow Waste Clearance. The County Council wanted to use the cleared 
site for additional pitches but had not secured Government grant yet so they were 
looking at an alternative proposal for secure landscaping. He had a meeting with John 
Beaumont about the most severe potholes in his division. It was unlikely that any 
work would be done in Kennington until after April when the budget for the next 
financial year was available. He gave details of the new highway contractor which 
was WS Atkins. He described the key highlights of the new contract. He answered 
questions from Cllr. Baggott on whether the volume of traffic in Kennington was 
increasing the damage to the roads and Cllr. Charlett on whether the County Council 
was receiving increased demands for compensation for damage to vehicles because of 
the potholes.  
 
3957. REPORT OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Cllr. Jennings reported that the Vale’s Council Tax increase was 3.9%. One of the 
changes that had been agreed by the majority group in the budget was to charge for 
the time taken with pre-submission consultations between the planning officers and 
professional developers. This would be extended to all householders after the first half 
hour of free pre-submission advice. 
 
Cllr. Patterson explained about the background to the charging for pre-application 
planning advice.  He said that some companies had abused the system and relied on 
the planners expertise rather than paying for their own advice. He reported that he had 
investigated the issue of the benefit advice surgeries. He said that it was felt 
unnecessary to hold special surgeries in Abingdon and Wantage as the Vale had 
advice centres in those towns. He had been assured that there would be one arranged 
in Botley which would be accessible for Kennington residents.  

 
3958. CONFIDENTIAL ITEM 
The bids for the grass cutting of the Playing Fields at Playfield Road and Forest Side 
and the Highway verges from four contractors were considered.  
It was resolved to award the contract to ISS Waterers at a total cost of £286.78 
per cut.  
 
Meeting Closed – 9.10pm   
 
 
 
Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


