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KENNINGTON                                       Minutes of the Meeting held on 
PARISH COUNCIL Thursday 8th March 2007 at 7.30 pm 
OXFORDSHIRE                                in Rooms 2/3 of the Village Centre  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Cllr. Biggs in the Chair 
 
Present:  
Cllr. Baggott 
Cllr. Charlett  
Cllr. Cobb  
Cllr. Ellis 
Cllr. Feather 
Cllr. Mrs. Hitchen 

 
Cllr. Mrs. Horseman  
Cllr. Holland 
Cllr. Mrs. Lovegrove  
Cllr. Patterson  
Cllr. Perkins 
Cllr. Sillince

 
In Attendance:  Mrs. P. Johnston (Clerk), Cllr. Bob Johnston (Oxfordshire County 
Council) and one member of the public. 
Apologies for Absence: Cllr. Mrs. Pope and Cllr. Bernard Auton (Vale of White 
Horse District Council)  
 
3482. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING  
There was an alteration to item 3480 line 1 replace ‘had been approved’ by ‘would be 
approving’. The minutes of the meeting on 8th February 2007 were then signed as a 
correct record.  
 
3483. DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest.  
 
3484. REPORT OF THE CLERK 
A. Cow Lane-Following up a name supplied by an officer of Oxfordshire Highways, 

the clerk had been in contact with Robert Stavely of Network Rail in Swindon. 
She had sent him all the details and he had assured her that he would get someone 
to deal with the problem of the damage to the lane and drawing up a written 
agreement with Network Rail about access to the railway. The clerk had also 
spoken to two workmen who were inspecting the crossing at Cow Lane. They had 
said there was still a lot of work being done locally and the lane might not be 
repaired until they were finished in the area. They gave her the name of a contact 
at Reading as well. In addition the lane had to be closed on 1st March 2007 as the 
clerk was alerted by Rear Admiral Myres to a broken branch over hanging the 
lane in a dangerous condition. It was in the garden of the vicarage and the clerk 
visited the vicar to alert him to the problem. He had informed the Diocese that the 
removal of the branch was urgent and a tree surgeon had inspected it and it was 
removed a few days later.  

B. T Mobile mast on Playfield Road Playing Field- The clerk had sent off the 
variation to the draft head of agreement to the agent for T mobile. She had not 
received any response yet. Having consulted Julia Kent, the council’s solicitor it 
would be necessary to vary the lease with the Playing Fields Association if the 
project goes ahead. There was a preliminary meeting of the joint working group to 
discuss the possible ways the lease could be set up but that was inconclusive as it 
was felt that more members of the Playing Fields Association Committee should 
be involved. It was agreed to meet them on 26th March 2007 at the Village Hall. 
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C. 35 Bus Service-The clerk sent an email to Louisa Weeks Director and General 
Manager of the Oxford Bus Company to arrange a meeting which would be held 
on 20th March 2007 at 6.45pm in the Village Hall. David Taylor of the County 
Council sent the clerk a cutting from the Oxford Mail about the “new” low floor 
buses that were scheduled for the service.  

D. Bus Shelters- The bus shelters and three replacement panels were installed in 
February 2007. The County Council had also offered two new Real Time displays 
as well. They wanted to know where they should be installed. It was suggested 
that they should both be in the Oxford direction.  It was agreed to ask for them at 
the Upper Road stop in Kennington Road which had been requested by Mrs 
Bowler and at the Manor Grove/Playfield Road stop in The Avenue suggested by 
Cllr. Sillince.  

E. Community Police Officer- The clerk had been in email contact with Pc Delaney 
about the problems of anti-social behaviour in Playfield Road. He had written an 
article for the Chronicle and was concentrating on observing the area in the 
evenings. In addition there had been a recent spate of vandalism to cars and the 
flats on the corner of Playfield Road and The Avenue.  

F. Community Wood- The tree planting on the west field was almost complete after 
the hard work of the Earthwatch volunteers and a few local residents on 17th 
February 2007. Work would now go ahead by the City Council to prepare the 
second field and to raise funds. Planting would resume in the autumn.  

G. Update on items from previous meetings 
•  A letter had been sent to the Vale about the litter in Sandford Lane and it was 

noticeably improved. 
• A letter had been sent to the Vale about moving the dog waste bins from the 

alley between Poplar Grove and Sandford Lane to Sandford Lane and from 
outside The Tandem to the railway bridge.  

• A letter had been sent to Oxfordshire Highways about the condition of the 
footpath between Poplar Grove and Sandford Lane, the fencing along the 
footpath and the broken rail and poor surface of the raised footpath in 
Sandford Lane.  

• The footpath from the south end of the village to the caravan park in Radley 
had been edged back.  

H. Saturday Office- The Saturday office on 3rd March 2007 was attended by the 
clerk.  
• A resident of The Avenue mentioned a dead tree on the verge between the 

main road and the slip road. 
• A resident of Cranbrook Drive thanked the council for altering the bus shelter 

at Playfield Road.  
• Two residents of Woodlands Park complained about broken glass in the 

Village Hall playground. They also complained about the parking outside the 
Co-op. 

• A resident of Woodcroft was concerned about the possibility of a house being 
changed to a residential home in her road.  

• Two residents of Kennington Road asked about whether they could get a grant 
to repair and insulate their roof as they were pensioners. The clerk advised 
them to contact the Vale. They also asked if a planning application had been 
received from their neighbour.  

• A resident of Bagley Close was concerned about the damage caused by cars 
and lorries parking on the verges in Edward Road and Bagley Close.  

• Two residents of Bagley Wood Road came in to complain about the glass in 
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the playground and they swept it up. There was also a call on the clerk’s 
ansaphone when she returned home about this issue.  

 
3485. CORRESPONDENCE 
A. Root and Branch- They sent a request for a donation towards the purchase of a 

computer and a lathe in January. A copy of their accounts had now been obtained. 
It was agreed on proposal by Cllr. Patterson seconded by Cllr. Charlett to offer a 
grant. Cllr. Charlett proposed £75 and this was seconded by Cllr. Patterson and 
agreed.  

B. Oxfordshire Children’s Information Service-They were applying to the Vale 
for a grant and had been advised to apply to the Parish Councils in the Vale. A 
copy of a summary of their accounts was attached. It was agreed to give them a 
token grant of £25 on a proposition by Cllr. Sillince seconded by Cllr. Ellis.  

C.  Mrs Seagar, Woodcroft-Copy of a letter to the Vale’s enforcement officer about 
a possible development of 8 Woodcroft as a residential home for old people. The 
clerk had been informed by the Vale that there was no planning application 
pending. There was a long discussion on this subject. Cllr. Patterson explained 
that there was no evidence of any breach of planning or other regulations. It was 
agreed that if there was any further evidence then this would be forwarded to the 
Vale. The Parish Council could not act on rumours and speculation.  

D. Mrs King, The Avenue-She was concerned about the condition of two trees on 
the verge outside her property and wished the council to inspect them. The Clerk 
would write to her and visit the property.  

E. OALC-County Circular including Consultation on Amendments to the Model 
Code of Conduct for Local Authority Members and The Local Government and 
Public Involvement in Health Bill. Cllr. Patterson said the proposed amendments 
would remove some of the more stringent elements that had been a cause of 
concern.  

F. Oxfordshire Three Unitary Council Proposal-Booklet from the County Council 
putting their view against the proposal.  

G. SEERA-Consultations on the Regional Housing Strategy Review 2007 ending on 
27th April 2007 and a partial review of the South East Plan relating to Revised 
Apportionment of Primary Land-Won Aggregates ending on 30th March 2007.  

H. Oxfordshire Mineral and Waste Development Framework-Consultation on the 
preferred option paper February 2007. Deadline for response was 23rd March 
2007. 

I. Revised Model Code of Conduct for Local Authority Members- Consultation 
paper on the draft code of conduct. Deadline for comments was 9th March 2007.  

J. Department of Trade and Industry Consultation on the Post Office Network-
Copy of the response from the Vale for comment.  

K. Standards Committee-Agenda and reports for the meeting of the Vale’s 
Standards Committee on 22nd February 2007.  

L. News-Monthly newsletter from Oxfordshire County Council. 
M. Oxford Inspires-Brochure on the Spring 2007 events celebrating a thousand 

years of Oxfordshire.  
N. Thames Valley Energy Efficiency Advice Centre-Posters advertising energy 

saving information packs.  
O. River Thames Society- Details of the Upper Thames Branch AGM on 3rd March 

2007.  
P. CPRE-Spring 2007 magazine called the Voice and list of Houses and Gardens to 

visit.  
Q. SLCC-Copy of the Clerk magazine for March 2007.  
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R. Helen and Douglas House-Newsletter for Spring 2007. 
S. Audit Commision-Letter relating to the appointment of External Auditors who 

would be BDO Stoy Hayward for another year.   
T. Brochures- Virginmedia, Celebrate St George’s Day, Safe and Sound 

Playgrounds Ltd., Wicksteed Leisure, Sutcliffe Play. 
U. Cooperative Futures- Letter about a group that supports enterprises which 

involve trading for social good such as community shops.  
V. Sunningwell School of Art- Request for grant aid for help in replacing their 

heating system. A copy of their accounts is enclosed. (There is £375 left in the 
grants budget).  

W. 40th Oxford Sea Scout Group- Invitation to a party to celebrate the refurbishing 
of their Group Headquarters on 24th March 2007 at 4.30pm at the Scout Hut.  

X. Clerks and Councils Direct-March 2007 magazine for local councils. 
Y. Countryside Events-Copy of newsletter from Antony Roberts, Oxford City 

Countryside Service which features an article on the Community Wood.  
Z. Local Works-Invitation to attend a meeting about the Sustainable Communities 

Bill at 7.30pm on 30th March at the Reebock Stadium, Bolton. 
 

3486. FINANCIAL REPORT 
Statement of Bank Accounts as at 28th February 2007 –  
Community Account                                                                              £500.00
Business Premium Account.                                                                    £12,810.58
Earmarked Funds £48,331.08
National Savings Investment Account                              £7,164.66

Sub Total £68,806.32
Less un-presented cheques 0

Total Cash £68,806.32
Charity Land B.P.A.                                                                                £4.65

 
The financial report and accounts for payment were approved on a proposition by 
Cllr. Patterson seconded by Cllr. Cobb.  
 
Direct Debit 
Virginmedia 1st March 2007 
Internet and telephone charges 

£37.09 

 
Accounts for payment 

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 
 

396 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Expenses for Feb 2007 

£105.00 LGA 1972 

397 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Net Salary less Tax and NI Feb 2007 

£920.38 LGA 1972 

398 Inland Revenue 
Tax and Employer and Employee NI  

£306.34 LGA 1972 

399 Mr A Pope  
4 weeks litter picking @ £30.00 per week Feb 
plus 3 hours @ £6.00 for graffiti cleaning 

£138.00 Litter Act 1983 
LGA 1972 

400 N Paddick 
Cleaning of bus shelters 

£19.50 PC Act 1957 

401 Oxford Said Business School Ltd 
Photocopying January 2007 

£33.96 LGA 1972 

402 SLCC 
Updated pages of Working with Your Council 
training pack 

£19.50 LGA 1972 
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403 CPRE 
Membership subscription 

£27.00 LGA 1972 

404 The Farmoor Reservoir Pontoon Project  
Grant Aid 

£200.00 LGA 1972 
S137 

405 Junior Citizen Trust 
Grant Aid 

£50.00 LGA 1972 
S137 

406 Queensbury Shelters Limited 
Two bus shelters and replacement of sides to 
shelter Invoices 25765/6 

£8,710.29 PC Act 1957 

407 Vale of White Horse District Council 
Servicing of 6 dog bins 

£262.12 Litter Act 1983 

408 St Johns College No 3 Domestic Account 
Rent for Forest Side 25/3/2007 to 23/06/2007 

£312.50 LGA 1972 

409 Queensbury Shelters Limited 
Three replacement polycarbonate sheets 

£306.68 PC Act 1953 

410 Kennington Village Hall 
Hire of rooms 

£63.25 LGA 1972 

411 Thomas Frattorini Ltd. 
Cleaning and new collarette for the 
Chairman’s Pendant 

£99.00 LGA 1972 
S137 

 
412 Mrs P Johnston 

Postage 
£12.38 LGA 1972 

 
From Playing Fields Account 

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 

413 Avoncrop Amenity Products 
AA Wetline 

£94.01 LG (Misc. 
Prov.) Act 1976 

414 Southern Electric 
Electricity for Forest Side Pavilion  
28 Nov 2006-23 Feb 2007 

£31.93 LG (Misc. 
Prov.) Act 1976 

 
3487. MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE 
The minutes of the meeting on 6th February, 2007 were noted.  
 
3488. REPORTS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
Vale’s Development Control Committee- Cllr. Charlett and Cllr. Biggs would be 
attending the next meeting to put the Parish council’s case against the application in 
the garden of 17/19 Edward Road.  
Youth Club-Cllr. Baggott had attended a management committee of the Youth Club. 
He had been impressed by the plans for the club which had now moved under the 
wing of the Matrix group led by Robert Evans based at Matthew Arnold School. 
There was a balance of £865 in the accounts which meant the club was financially 
secure for at least a year. There were at least three leaders on the Monday club night. 
They would be working throughout the year to maintain consistency. There was a 
hope that an extra club night could be introduced so the age groups could be split into 
11-14 and 15-18. The cost of staffing this would be £3,000 a year.  
 
3472. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 
Cllr. Ellis- He had been contacted by Mr Reade from St Swithun’s Road about mud 
that had been deposited on the footpath outside his property. The clerk would be 
contacting St Johns’ College about it. He also mentioned that there were four trees 
that had fallen into the Memorial Field near the upper footpath. This would be passed 
on to the Memorial Field Committee.  
Cllr.Cobb- He said that he had reported two problems on the Oxfordshire Gateway. 
One was a pothole and the other the graffiti on the by pass bridge. He had been sent a 
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reply about the graffiti from Waste Services.  
Cllr. Feather-He reported that the hedge at No. 2 Kennington Road was obstructing 
visibility and the road signs. The clerk had written but there had been no response. 
She would contact Oxfordshire Highways.  
Cllr. Baggott-He was concerned about the condition of a cottage at the entrance to 
Rowles Close which was unoccupied.   
Cllr. Holland-He reported a fallen tree at the south end of the village by the village 
sign. He also mentioned the cold calling of traders in the village offering to do put in 
drives. He said that Trading Standards advises against accepting a quote following a 
cold call.  
Cllr. Sillince-He was concerned about the water that was coming out of the garden of 
the new house in Fairways next to the flats.  
 
3489. REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Cllr. Bob Johnston spoke about a briefing he had on the ongoing issue of the waste at 
Redbridge Hollow. There was an agreement with the Local Strategic Partnership to 
improve travellers’ sites. This would involve the management being undertaken by 
the Community Safety section led by the Director, Mr Parry. He was hopeful that this 
will enable the matter to be dealt with as a priority. Cllr. Johnston described the 
budget agreed on 15th February 2007. He was concerned that the £3.5 million to repair 
last year’s heat wave damage would be top sliced from the budget of £16 million 
leaving little for general repairs of the village pavements and roads. He was also 
concerned about the pressure on the budget for services for older people. He had some 
success getting the over grown vegetation on pavements from Sugworth Crescent to 
The Avenue cut back. This had been undertaken by the night crew who would 
normally grit the roads in bad weather.  
 
3490. REPORT OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Cllr. Jerry Patterson reported that there had been over one hundred enquiries from 
companies wishing to redevelop the Old Gaol. With other members and officers, he 
had been on a fact finding visit to Rutland Water and the Local Authority, Rutland 
County Council, to find out the impact of a large reservoir on a community. He had 
been impressed about how well used, well loved and beautiful it was. He said that it 
was still the view of the Environment Agency, the County and the Vale that Thames 
Water had not proven their case for a reservoir near Abingdon. He was to attend an 
exhibition on 10th March called the Carbon Savers Action Day and would sign the 
‘Nottingham Declaration’ to pledge the Vale’s support for action on climate change. 
The Vale Housing Association, which came into being in 1995 when the Vale 
transferred its housing stock, will be joining the Sovereign Housing Group which was 
originally created when Newbury District Council transferred their housing stock. It 
would allow them to have more resources to provide more affordable homes. The 
present Chief Executive Mike Roberts will be retiring. There would be a Vale District 
Council election on 3rd May 2007 at the same time as the Town and Parish Elections. 
As the opening hours for the polls were now the same as a General Election's, from 
7am to 10pm, it had been agreed to count all the ballot papers the next day. Therefore 
the count will commence at 9.0am on Friday 4th May 2007 at the White Horse Leisure 
Centre with the town and parish ballot papers being counted once the District Council 
count has finished at about midday.  
 
Cllr. Feather asked a question about the treatment works associated with the proposed 
new reservoir. He advised that he had heard a rumour that it was planned to have a 
1000 mega litre treatment works for both SWOX (Swindon & Oxfordshire) and 
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London that would require a new pipeline for treated water running from Abingdon to 
London. This compared to the current 50 mega litre treatment plant at Farmoor. Cllr 
Patterson reported that Thames Water’s published proposals are that the 20% of the 
water for SWOX would be treated at a new treatment plant to be built at the Abingdon 
reservoir, then pumped to and stored at Farmoor, while the other 80% of untreated 
water which was for London would be discharged back into The Thames for 
treatment further down the river.  
 
3491. CONFIDENTIAL ITEM 
This item was discussed in confidential session as it related to the litter warden’s 
contract.  
 
Meeting Closed – 8.40pm   
 
 
 
 
Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


