
Page 151 

                                                                                                                                                                         
KENNINGTON                                       Minutes of the Meeting held on 
PARISH COUNCIL Thursday 8th May 2008 at 7.30 pm 
OXFORDSHIRE                                in Rooms 2/3 of the Village Centre  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Cllr. Biggs in the chair 
Present:  
Cllr. Baggott  
Cllr. Charlett 
Cllr. Ellis  
Cllr. Mrs. Horseman  
Cllr. Jennings  

Cllr. Johnston  
Cllr. Mason 
Cllr. Patterson  
Cllr. Swaisland

In Attendance:  Mrs. P. Johnston (Clerk), two members of the public and a member 
of the press. 
 
Before the formal start of the meeting, Cllr. Biggs welcomed Cllr. Hudspeth, 
Oxfordshire County Council Cabinet member for Transport and Andy Warren, an 
officer of the County Council. Cllr. Hudspeth had asked for the opportunity to explain 
the situation relating to recent alterations to traffic management in Abingdon. He said 
that the purpose of the changes had been to reduce pollution in the centre of Abingdon 
and make it a more pleasant environment for pedestrians. He said that there were two 
reviews being undertaken to look at the impact of the changes. One was a private one 
commissioned by a local businessman from Abingdon. The other was commissioned 
by the County Council and it would be focussing only on the SCOOT system of 
traffic management. Cllr. Hudspeth answered members’ questions. Some members of 
the Parish Council were critical of the changes. It was felt that more work was needed 
to sign people away from the centre of town to the peripheral road. Cllr. Biggs 
thanked Cllr. Hudspeth for his time in coming to the Parish Council meeting. Cllr. 
Hudspeth and Mr Warren left the meeting at this point.  
 
3657. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 
Cllr. Biggs was proposed by Cllr. Patterson and seconded by Cllr. Swaisland and 
elected unanimously as chairman. He thanked the members of the Parish Council for 
supporting him for another year. 
 
3658. ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN 
Cllr. Charlett was proposed by Cllr. Ellis and seconded by Cllr. Johnston. He said he 
was grateful for the support.  
 
3659. MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
Mr Chandler had written a letter to the County Council about the problems in 
Sandford Lane and he spoke about his concerns of the unloading of goods by the 
railway bridge and the speeding of traffic to the Industrial Estate.   
 
3660. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
Cllr. Auton, Cllr. Holland, Cllr. Perkins and Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers 
 
3661. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Cllr. Patterson declared a personal interest as a member of the Vale’s Development 
Control Committee during the discussion on the application for variation of a 
condition relating to No 5 Perkins Upper Road at Item 3668. He took no part in the 
discussion.  
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3662. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
The minutes of the meeting on 10th April 2008 were approved and signed as a correct 
record.  
 
3663. APPOINTMENTS TO COMMITTEES AND OUTSIDE BODIES 
Committees 

1. Finance Committee- The whole council 
2. Planning Committee- Cllrs. Biggs, Charlett, Ellis, Holland, Mason, Jennings 

and Perkins. 
3. Amenities Committee- Cllrs. Baggott, Biggs, Charlett, Ellis, Holland, 

Patterson, Swaisland and Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers. 
 
Outside Bodies 

1. Village Hall Management Committee: Cllr. Charlett 
2. Kennington Playing Fields Association: Cllr. Johnston and Cllr. Perkins 
3. Youth Club: Cllr. Jennings 
4. Kennington Memorial Field Committee: Cllr. Ellis 
5. Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils (OALC): Cllr. Auton and Cllr. 

Biggs 
6. Friends of Kennington Library: Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers 
 

Cheque Signatories 
Cllrs. Biggs, Charlett, Holland and Cllr. Mrs. Horseman were re-appointed as 
signatories. 
 
3664. FAIRTRADE VILLAGE 
It was agreed that the Clerk in consultation with the Chairman and Vice-chairman 
would propose a resolution that Kennington become a Fairtrade Village at the next 
meeting. All local organisations and interested people would be invited to forma 
steering committee. It was felt it was very important to involve all the local 
businesses. A suggestion that the village should also become a plastic bag free village 
was also supported.  
 
3665. REPORT OF THE CLERK 
A. Flooding in Upper and Kennington Roads - The Clerk had received a copy of 

the letter sent to the residents of Upper Road that suffered from flooding in 
March. Thames Water had denied responsibility as they say the blockage had been 
caused by an extension built over the storm water pipe over thirty years ago. It 
was agreed that the Chairman and Clerk would visit the resident to advise them 
that they might need legal assistance.  The Clerk had received the Aqua sacs and 
would supplying them on a loan basis to residents. 

B. Report on the meeting to discuss the water in Sandford Lane - The Clerk and 
the resident of No 43 met Chris Softley on site on 16th April to discuss the water 
problems. Chris would ask Gordon Hunt the County Council’s drainage officer if 
he was aware of the problem. He said he thought it was caused by run off from the 
railway being unable to drain away effectively. He would also look at altering the 
verge to create a soak away.  

C. Report on the Highways- The Clerk during her meeting with Chris Softley raised 
the problems of the potholes mainly in Kennington Road, Poplar Grove and The 
Avenue. Chris did a survey the same day and within a week the worst holes had 
been repaired. There had been delays in progressing repair work at the Area 
Highway Office because of a new computer system linked to GPS.  
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D. Report on the Play Areas Working Group- The group were due to meet again 
on the 13th May. They had a series of site visits on 12th April to Oxford, 
Garsington, Wheatley and Abingdon. The Clerk met Mary Lambe from the Vale’s 
Landscape Department on 2nd May with Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers and George Ross at 
the Playfield Road Playing Fields which the group had agreed would be the first 
area to be improved. Mary undertook to get one her team to produce some ideas 
for improving the area and incorporating the ideas that the group liked from the 
other play areas. Cllr. Swaisland asked if it was possible to get the equipment at 
the Village Hall painted. Cllr. Charlett said the management committee had 
considered it but had not been able to find anyone to quote for the work.  

E. Response of the Royal Mail relating to the Post Box in the Avenue- The Clerk 
received a telephone message on 17th April to say the Post Box would be 
repainted within six weeks.  

F. Report on Cow Lane- The new barrier had been installed. The Clerk was waiting 
for the padlock from Network Rail before it could be closed.  

G. New bus shelters- Before the Clerk had had the opportunity to circulate leaflets to 
the houses at the north end of Kennington and Upper Road, she received a strong 
letter of objection to the idea from the immediate neighbour at No 11 Kennington 
Road. It was agreed that the two shelters at the Upper Road side of Kennington 
Road and the School would be replaced this year.  

H. Requests from residents 
• A resident in Bagley Wood Road would like to request an additional dog 

waste bin. It was agreed to install an additional bin in Bagley Wood Road. 
They also mentioned that the footpath sign from St Swithun’s Road to the 
Playing Fields was still lying in a ditch.  

• The Friends of Kendal Copse asked if the Parish Council could organise a 
litter pick for the community wood later in the year. The Clerk would arrange 
for the loan of the equipment from the Vale later in the year.  

• There had been a comment on the suggestion of traffic calming in St. 
Swithuns’s Road. The resident of Bagley Wood Road felt it would make the 
road more of a rat run and it should be included in any scheme.  It was agreed 
to write to Cllr. Hudspeth in light of his comments on the possibility of an 
additional exit and entrance to the A34 at Lodge Hill to ask for traffic calming 
for both St Swithun’s Road and Bagley Wood Road.  

 
3666. CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID 
A. Oxfordshire Children’s Information Service- A letter had been received from 

this organisation requesting grant aid for their service providing information on 
childcare and services for children. It was agreed on a proposition by Cllr. Mason 
seconded by Cllr. Jennings to offer a grant. The sum of £25 was proposed by Cllr. 
Charlett and seconded by Cllr. Johnston and agreed unanimously.  

B. HM Revenue and Customs- They were running a free seminar on PAYE at 
Cheltenham Racecourse on 2nd July. It was agreed to pay the Clerk’s travel costs 
to attend.  

C. Bagley Wood-A letter had been received from Canopy Land Use. They were 
managing the assessment of Bagley Wood for forest certification under the UK 
Woodland Assurance Standard. It was agreed to make contact with this group to 
find out more about the plans for Bagley Wood and re-open the request for free 
access to the wood for people who lived in the village.  

D. NALC- Invitation to the Annual Conference in Eastbourne on 20-22 May 2008. 
E. Vale of White Horse District Council-Invitation to a forum to discuss Vale 

Sustainable Community Strategy on Tuesday 17th June at Cumnor Village Hall 
7pm to 9pm. Copy of the Vale Community Safety newsletter.  
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F. Oxfordshire County Council- A consultation document had been received on the 
County Council’s Bus Strategy. Comments had to be sent in by 6th June 2008. 
Cllr. Mason and Cllr. Jennings would undertake to look at the documents and act 
as transport representatives.  

G. Kennington Overseas Aid- Thank you note for the money donated from the 
Litter Blitz.  

H. Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association-Copy of their newsletter The Playing 
Field and a number of leaflets on play equipment.  

I. BBOWT- Copy of their local newsletter and Wildlife News. 
J. OALC-Emails received on the Planning Portal, Car allowances and Financial 

Services Compensation Scheme.  
K. Brochures-Fort Box Storage, Richard Owen-Mole Catcher, Winning Ways. 
L. Kennington Athletic Football Club- Letter from the Secretary apologising for 

some issues with parking in Forest Side and Upper Road during their Football 
Tournament.  

M. Sandford Lane- Copy of a letter and photographs sent to Oxfordshire Highways 
from the resident of 35 Sandford Lane about the problems of traffic in the lane. It 
was agreed that the Clerk would contact the owner of the Industrial Estate to 
arrange to meet him to discuss how to matters could be improved.  

N. Oxfordshire County Council- Consultation on the Primary School Capital 
Programme. Deadline for response was 9th May 2008.  

O. Sunningwell School of Art- Invitation to an exhibition of students’ work on 23rd 
May from 6pm to 9pm.   

P. Clerk & Councils Direct-Copy of their magazine.  
Q. CPRE- Copy of their newsletter and programme of events. 
 
3667. APPROVAL OF STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS AND  ANNUAL 

GOVERNANCE STATEMENT AND ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
 
Statement of Accounts and Annual Governance Statement 2007/8 
The Section 1 Statement of Accounts and Section 2 Annual Governance Statement 
and the Summary of Income and Expenditure were agreed on a proposition by Cllr. 
Patterson and Cllr. Baggott.  In addition, the Parish Council agreed the following 
resolution which would accompany the summary of accounts: 
  
“We acknowledge as the members of Kennington Parish Council our responsibility 
for the preparation of the accounts and confirm, to the best of our knowledge and 
belief, with respect to the council’s accounts for the year ended 31 March 2008, that 
we agree with the eight statements on the Section 2 Annual Governance Statement.” 
 
Revised Risk Assessment 
Cllr. Baggott and Cllr. Jennings met the Clerk on 23rd April to discuss the Risk 
Assessment. They worked through the previous document and looked at the grade of 
risks and increased some of them. The following recommendations were approved. 

• Increase the insurance cover for the Bus Shelters to £36,000. 
• Increase the Fidelity Guarantee to £100,000. 
• Provide all councillors and employees up to the age of 85 with personal 

accident insurance.  
 
Transfer of earmarked funds between accounts 
In light of the NALC briefing document that the council’s bank accounts were not 
covered by the Financial Services Compensation Scheme, the Clerk recommended 
that £25,000 of the earmarked account was transferred to the National Savings 
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Investment Account to spread any risk and obtain a higher rate of interest. This was 
agreed. 
 
The financial report and accounts for payment were agreed on a proposition by Cllr. 
Ellis seconded by Cllr. Mrs. Horseman.  
 
Statement of Bank Accounts as at 30th April 2008 –  
Community Account                                                                              £500.00
Business Premium Account.                                                                    £15,319.24
Earmarked Funds £70,294.93
National Savings Investment Account                              £7,679.15

Sub total £93,793.32
Less outstanding cheques £385.61

Total £93,407.71
Charity Land B.P.A.                                                                                £14.93

 
Direct Debit 

Virgin Media1st May 2008 
Internet and telephone charges 

£28.31 

 
Paid between meetings 

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 
 

673 NALC 
14 copies of Local Government Review 

£168.00 LGA 1972 

674 Mr P Biggs 
Chairman’s quarterly Allowance Jan-March 
2008 

£117.50 LGA 1972 
 

675 Thames Water 
Water for pavilions 15 Jan-9 April 

£57.27 LGA 1972 
S137 

 
Accounts to be paid 

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 
 

676 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Expenses for April 

£111.29 LGA 1972 

677 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Net Salary April less Tax and NI  

£971.54 LGA 1972 

678 Mr A Pope  
May Wages less tax 
Gross wages 4 weeks @ £51.03 and 3 hours 
cleaning of street signs @ £7.29 

£180.79 LGA 1972 

679 HM Revenue and Customs 
Clerk’s and Village Warden’s tax and NI 

£372.54 LGA 1972 

680 Mrs P Johnston 
Miscellaneous items 

£44.34 LGA 197 
 

681 Vale of White Horse District Council 
Servicing 6 dog bins January-March 2008 

£277.24 Litter Act 1983 

682 Berinsfield Community Business 
Cemetery grass cutting £134.69 ex VAT 
Play areas £49.73 ex VAT 

£227.27 LGA 1972 
S137 

683 Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils 
Annual subscription 

£702.84 LGA 1972 

684 Isis Accord Ltd 
Forest Side Grass Cutting 16/04 

£77.57 LG (Misc. Prov.) Act  
1976 

686 Isis Accord Ltd 
Verge Grass Cutting 08/04 and 23/04 

£677.76 Highways Act 1980 

688 A W Grace and Son Limited 
Cow Lane Barrier 

£1,167.36 LGA 1972 
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689 Kennington Village Hall 
Hire of rooms 

£78.40 LGA 1972 

690 ORCC 
Membership subscription 

£20.00 LGA 1972 

 
From Playing Fields Account 

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 
 

687 Avoncrop Amenity Products 
AA Wetline 

£98.12 LG (Misc. Prov.) Act  
1976 

685 Isis Accord Ltd 
Playfield Road Grass Cutting 16/04 

£95.75 LG (Misc. Prov.) Act  
1976 

 
 
 
3668. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
The minutes of the planning committee on 1st April 2008 were noted. Cllr. Charlett 
requested support from members of the Parish Council for the Planning Committee’s 
objection to a variation of a condition at No 5 Perkins which would remove the 
restriction that only people aged 55 or over could live in the property. Cllr. Patterson 
declared a personal interest as he would be making the decision as a member of the 
Vale’s Development Control Committee and could not participate in any discussion 
of the matter. The members supported the objection and it was agreed that the 
Chairman would attend the committee and speak in favour of the objection. Cllr. 
Jennings would write in support of the Parish Council’s view as he could not attend in 
person.  
 
3669. REPORTS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
Playing Fields Association- Cllr. Johnston reported that he had been at the Annual 
General Meeting which had not been well attended. He reported that the 
Secretary/Treasurer, George Ross, had said it would be his last year as he wanted to 
resign.  
Neighbourhood Action Group- Cllr. Patterson reported on the last meeting. He said 
that the police had issued everyone in North Hinksey with a fridge magnet with 
details of the police via the local community newsletter the Sprout. He wanted to 
know if the Kennington Chronicle would do the same. Cllr. Mrs. Horseman said that 
it was not possible. It was agreed that the Parish Council members would be able to 
distribute a ballot paper to find out what people’s police priorities were with the 
magnet. Cllr. Patterson was concerned that Matthew Arnold School was teaching 
graffiti art. Cllr. Mason said it was a legitimate art form in the appropriate place. The 
Chairman was concerned about the changes in personnel in Community Policing 
Team.   
Kendall Copse-Cllr. Mason reported that he had heard that the Environment Agency 
had started drilling a section through the rubbish layer on the east field and it was less 
than two metres thick.  
 
3670. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 
Cllr. Baggott- He said he had been listening to cars running over the manhole cover 
in Kennington Road near the Village Hall and it needed repair.  
Cllr. Ellis-He asked when the new bus shelter would be installed at the School. 
Someone had collapsed by the shelter and it would have been useful to have the seat 
in the shelter. 
Cllr. Charlett-He was concerned about press reports on the sale of Lock Keepers’ 
house along the Thames. He wanted the Parish Council to write to the Environment 
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Agency to say it was vital for the security from flooding that a lock keeper was on site 
at Sandford Lock in particular. This was agreed.  
 
3671. REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Cllr. Johnston said that the County Council had been quiet because many councillors 
had been involved with local elections. He had his role on the shadow cabinet 
changed for the third time to responsibility for Sustainable Development.  
 
3672. REPORT OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Cllr. Jennings said he had attended the Strategic Review Committee and the Licensing 
Committee. He spoke about the Grove licensee who had appealed against the removal 
of his licence for selling alcohol to children.  
 
Cllr. Patterson spoke about Community Safety and the Crime and Disorder Reduction 
Strategy. The Vale had become the safest district in the Thames Valley Police area. 
Theft and burglary were down by 50% and there had been very effective targeting of 
resources against known criminals which had made a real impact on crime levels 
locally.  He had attended a meeting in Drayton hosted by Thames Water to discuss the 
proposed reservoir near Steventon. Thames Water had effectively answered all the 
points put to them and they now appeared to have a strong argument in favour of the 
reservoir. Neighbouring Parish Councils were still strongly opposed to the proposal. 
Thames Water had issued a 900 page water resources plan out for consultation until 
the end of August which would be considered by the Government Agencies. He was 
to be proposed as Deputy Leader at the next Vale Council meeting. Cllr. Tony De 
Vere was proposed as leader. Cllr Alison Rooke was proposed to be Chair and Cllr 
Terry Fraser as Vice-Chair. Cllr. Johnston had been replaced on the Executive by Cllr. 
Webber. Cllr. Patterson reported that South Hinksey Parish Council was finding it 
hard to recruit a clerk. He wondered if there would be any merit in suggesting the two 
councils considered a merger. This idea was rejected as inappropriate because it was 
felt that the two councils had distinct identities and represented very different sized 
populations.  
 
 
 
Meeting Closed – 9.25pm   
 
 
 
 
Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


