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KENNINGTON                                       Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 
PARISH COUNCIL Thursday 14th May at 7.30 pm 
OXFORDSHIRE                                in Rooms 2/3 of the Village Centre  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Present:  
Cllr. Baggott  
Cllr. Biggs 
Cllr. Charlett 
Cllr. Mrs. Horseman 
Cllr. Jennings  

Cllr. Johnston 
Cllr. Mason  
Cllr. Patterson  
Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers 
Cllr. Swaisland 

 
In Attendance:  Mrs. P. Johnston (Clerk) and two members of the public. 
 
3818. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 
Cllr. Biggs was nominated by Cllr. Jennings and seconded by Cllr. Patterson and 
elected unopposed. He thanked the members of the Parish Council and pledged to 
work hard for the village during the coming year. He signed the declaration of office.  
 
3819. ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN 
Cllr. Charlett was nominated by Cllr. Mrs. Horseman and seconded by Cllr. Johnston 
and elected unopposed. He thanked members for their continuing support.  
 
3820. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
A resident from The Avenue wanted to make a statement when the issue of the 
protection of the verges was discussed. The Chairman agreed to take his statement 
when the item was discussed.  

 
3821. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
Apologies were received from Cllr. Ellis and Cllr. Holland 
 
3822. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Cllr. Charlett declared a personal interest in Item 3830 relating to the grant request for 
the Village Hall as he was the Chairman of the Village Hall Management Committee.    
 
Cllr. Baggott declared a personal interest in Item 3830 relating to the grant request for 
the Parent and Toddler Group as his wife did voluntary work with the group.          
  
3823. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
The minutes of the meeting on 9th April 2009 were approved and signed as a correct 
record. 
 
3824. CO-OPTION OF A MEMBER OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 
There were three candidates for the vacancy.  

• Martin Feather, 20 Kennington Road 
• Jane Greig, 14 Playfield Road 
• Ted Perkins, 23 Woodcroft 

The Clerk explained the procedure. She had prepared a ballot paper. The winner had 
to achieve an overall majority of members present at the meeting. If no one achieved a 
majority in the first ballot then the person with the least number of votes was 
eliminated and the ballot was re-run. In the first ballot there was no one with over 
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50% of the votes.  The first ballot result was Martin Feather 4, Jane Grieg 2 and Ted 
Perkins 4. Jane Grieg was eliminated. The second ballot was tied with both Martin 
Feather and Ted Perkins receiving 5 votes each. The Chairman exercised his casting 
vote for Ted Perkins.  
 
In addition, the Chairman had received a resignation letter from Bernard Auton. This 
meant that the process for a casual vacancy had to be started again and the vacancy 
advertised. The Clerk would advise Martin Feather and Jane Grieg about the outcome 
of the co-option and ask if they would like to be considered for the second vacancy if 
no election was called.  

 
3825. APPOINTMENTS TO COMMITTEES AND OUTSIDE BODIES 
It was agreed that the following would be appointed to the committees and outside 
bodies.  
 
COMMITTEES 

1. Finance Committee- The whole council 
2. Planning Committee- Cllrs. Biggs, Charlett, Ellis, Holland, Jennings, Mason 

and Perkins.  
3. Amenities Committee- Cllrs. Baggott, Biggs, Charlett, Ellis, Holland, 

Patterson, Swaisland and Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers. 
 

OUTSIDE BODIES 
1. Village Hall Management Committee: Cllr. Charlett 
2. Kennington Playing Fields Association: Cllr. Jennings and one vacancy 
3. Youth Club: This was left vacant as the future of the committee was uncertain.  
4. Kennington Memorial Field Committee: Cllr. Ellis 
5. Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils (OALC): Cllr. Ellis and Cllr. 

Holland 
6. Friends of Kennington Library: Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers. 
 

CHEQUE SIGNATORIES 
Four signatories for the bank accounts 
Cllrs. Biggs, Charlett, Holland and Cllr. Mrs Horseman.  
 
 
3826. CONTRACTOR FOR CLEANING BUS SHELTERS 
There had been one reply to the Clerk’s revised schedule for the cleaning of the bus 
shelters. This was from S H Lewis Cleaning Ltd. It was agreed on a proposition by 
Cllr. Charlett seconded by Cllr Patterson to accept the quotation.   
 
A. Side Panels-Quarterly Price per Clean for 14 shelters £140.00 
B. Roof Panels-6 Monthly Price per Clean for 14 shelters £80.00   
Annual cost ex VAT - £720.00 
 
 
3827. PROTECTION OF VERGES IN THE AVENUE 
Mr Horsman who lived in The Avenue was concerned about the parking around the 
school. He noted it had become worse over thirty years. He did not want the large 
verge between the two entrances to Grundy Crescent to be turned into a car park. The 
Chairman explained that was not the intention of the Parish Council. There was a 
general discussion of the options to prevent cars parking on the verges. These were 
oak posts, planters and shrubs. It was agreed on a proposition by the Chairman 
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seconded by Cllr. Charlett to arrange for the County Council to install oak posts in the 
verges to the north of the school up to a budget limit of £2,000.  
 
3828. NIGHT TIME STREET LIGHTING IN KENNINGTON ROAD AND 

THE AVENUE 
The Clerk had received the following email response to her letter suggesting a 50% 
reduction in the street lights during the night in Kennington Road and The Avenue.  
It was agreed that this was a very sensible proposal and the Parish Council would 
accept it.  
 
“After discussions with our Principal Engineer we think that Kennington Road and 
The Avenue would be more suited to dimming rather than part night switch off, 
because it was a main road. Also we would not switch off alternate lights, had this can 
create a confusing effect with patches of light and dark. Dimming would produce the 
same amount of light had an alternate switch off with a more even spread, and the 
advantage of no large dark patches when a lamp fails. 
 
This would be quite a large undertaking, therefore we would not be able to run any 
trial due to the cost of converting the units to dim. Although it was slightly cheaper to 
convert to part night, we cannot run part night lighting trials for the same reason. 
 
We would consult with the Parish Council and police before undertaking any work. If 
you agree we can carry out the project in this financial year, hopefully we would be 
on site this autumn. The conversion work would be done in batches, due to traffic 
management issues, so could take around 2 months to do all 100+ lights along the 
main route.” 
 
3829. REPORT OF THE CLERK 
A. Play Areas Working Group- The Clerk had received confirmation of the 

welcome news of the award of £46,000 towards the re-development of the play 
area at Playfield Road. There was a seminar on 16th May 2009 for the successful 
candidates and it was hoped that more information would be available at that 
meeting. In the meantime there had been a meeting of the Play Areas Working 
Group on 28th April 2009. They decided to recommend that Carolyn Place be 
retained as the designer and project manager of the scheme. The total cost for her 
services would be £5,200. This was confirmed by the Parish Council on a 
proposition by Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers seconded by Cllr. Mason. In addition the final 
plans were being worked on for consideration on 1st June. It was planned to have 
an exhibition in the Village Hall on Saturday 6th June 2009 which would be 
publicised in the Kennington Chronicle and Website.  The extension to the 
pavilion had now become important and grants were to be applied for during the 
next few months to try and secure funding so that the whole project was 
completed in this financial year. The Clerk would be writing to all the residents 
along the boundary of the field to let them know what was happening. The Clerk 
was organising a survey of the current use of the play equipment during the May 
half term.  

B. Highways- The Clerk had reported an overgrown footpath in Sandford Lane 
following an email from a local resident. She was also in correspondence with a 
resident in Colley Wood who had taken up the issue of the poor roadway surface 
at the north end of Kennington Road. This work had now been done.   

C. South Oxfordshire’s and Oxford City’s Core Strategies- The Clerk had written 
to register the Parish Council’s concerns for a local review of the Green Belt 
around Wheatley and Berinsfield and North Oxford. 
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D. Dog Waste Bins-The Clerk had had a reply to her letter to the Vale about the 
provision of new dog waste bins. They could not supply or install them but had 
recommended two suppliers bins that had been used in the Vale. The suppliers 
were Broxap or Glasdon. The cost of the bins without installation was about £150 
to £200 each. There would be a cost of £3.05 per bin to empty each one. This was 
invoiced quarterly and there was also an administration fee. The budget for this 
year was £700. There had been four requests for bins in the following positions: 
• Near the footpath sign at No 57 Bagley Wood Road (Requested by resident in 

Bagley Wood Road) 
• At the end of the footpath from Sandford Lane to Poplar Grove - Poplar Grove 

end. (Requested by resident in Poplar Grove) 
• At the entrance to the Kennington Memorial Field in The Avenue near 

Cranbrook Drive (Requested by Memorial Field Committee) 
• In Forest Side Play Area near the line of Leylandii Trees.(Requested by 

Playing Fields Association.) 
On a proposition by Cllr. Johnston seconded by Cllr. Charlett to purchase two 
Broxap bins for the positions 1 and 3. It was felt that the need for a new bin at the 
footpath from Sandford Lane to Poplar Grove had been dealt with by the 
relocation of the bin from the Sustrans track and the one in Forest Side might be 
too far from the road.  

E. Flag Pole-The Chairman had had a quote of £440.00 for the installation of the 
base to the flag pole from D & N Contractors.  This compared to the cost from 
Zephyr of £499.00. It was agreed by eight votes to one on a proposition by Cllr. 
Swaisland seconded by Cllr. Johnston to accept the quotation from D & N 
Contractors.  

F. Saturday Office- The Clerk and Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers attended the office on 9th 
May. There was one visitor from Kennington Road. He wanted to know if the 
Clerk had found out any information for his wife about a planning matter. The 
Clerk contacted them the following Monday having checked with the Vale about 
the planning law.  

G. Probation Service-The Clerk had been in contact with the Community Pay Back 
organisers for the Probation Service based at Bicester. They had agreed in 
principle that it should be possible to do work in the village. The Clerk was 
waiting to hear from the area organiser for the Vale who would come and discuss 
the process.  

 
3830. CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID 
A. Kennington Parent and Toddlers Group- A letter had been received requesting 

a grant of £500. The group had a deficit of £382 last year and they were trying to 
attract more members to ensure that the group did not close. Their main costs 
were the hire of the Village Hall. It was agreed on a proposition by Cllr. Johnston 
seconded by Cllr. Baggott to offer a grant. Cllr. Baggott proposed £500 which was 
seconded by Cllr. Charlett. An amendment was proposed by Cllr. Patterson 
seconded by Cllr. Jennings that the grant should be £300. The amendment was 
lost by seven votes to three. Another amendment was proposed was that the grant 
should be £400 on a proposition by Cllr. Mrs Horseman seconded by Cllr. 
Charlett. This was approved by eight votes to one and became the substantive 
motion. The sum of £400 was approved unanimously.  

B. Kennington Village Hall- The Village Hall Management Committee had 
requested grant aid to install a stair lift to allow disabled access to the upper rooms 
in the Village Hall can be considered. It was estimated the cost would be about 
£5,000.  They intended to apply to the Vale and other funding bodies. It was 
agreed on a proposition by Cllr. Mrs Horseman seconded by Cllr. Patterson to 
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award a grant. The sum of £2,000 was agreed unanimously on proposition by Cllr. 
Patterson seconded by Cllr. Jennings.  

C. Dr Evan Harris MP- A letter had been received from Dr Harris. He was asking 
whether the Thames Path, Sustrans route and A34 were cleaned regularly by the 
local authority. He was also enquiring about the rubbish issues at Redbridge 
Hollow. The Clerk would respond to his enquiries.  

D. Kennington Artists- A group of artists in Kennington would be holding an 
exhibition in St Swithun’s Church Hall during Oxford Artweeks. The members of 
the Parish Council were invited to an open evening party on Thursday 21st May 
2009 from 6pm to view their work. Cllr. Baggott said that they were donating the 
collection raised during the evening towards the repair of the Church Hall.  

E. North Berks Football League- A letter had been received requesting help in 
marking their Centenary. It was agreed to plant a tree dedicated to the League 
during the redevelopment of the play area in Playfield Road Playing Field.   

F. Mr Buckingham, Kennington Road- Copy of a letter he had sent to Oxfordshire 
Highways following the reply the Clerk sent to him about his complaints about the 
repairs to Kennington Road and the speed humps.  

G. Public Sector Duties- Letter and leaflet about the forthcoming Equality Bill 
which would harmonise three public sector duties into one equality duty covering 
Age, Disability, Gender, Gender Identity, Race, Religion or Belief and Sexual 
Orientation.  

H. Vale of White Horse District Council 
• Tree Preservation Order (Kennington) No. 9 2009. Letter confirming the order 

had been made on 20th April 2009.  
• Standards Committee Agenda for meeting on 28th April 2009.  

I. OALC- Copy of their monthly Update newsletter.  
J. OPFA- Copy of their newsletter The Playing Field.  
K. SLCC- Copy of the Clerk magazine and details of training course.  
L. CPRE- Copy of their Spring 2009 Bulletin for the Vale of White Horse area.  
M. Vale House- Thank you for the donation made during the Litter Blitz weekend.  
N. BBOWT- Copy of their magazine Wildlife News.  
O. Clerks and Councils Direct- Copy of their magazine.  
P. Root and Branch- Copy of their newsletter and invitation to their Garden Open 

Day on Sunday 28th June 2009 at Watchfield.  
Q. Headway- Copy of their newsletter. Jackie Goodwin, their Service Manager, was 

leaving for another post.  
R. Brochures- Handmade Places, Komplan.  
S. Kennington Cricket Club- The Clerk had received a request for grant aid from 

the Cricket Club. They had an old roller which had become unreliable. They were 
looking to purchase a replacement at an estimated cost of £5,000. They have 
provided a copy of their accounts. It was agreed to differ the consideration of a 
grant to the next meeting.   

T. 35 Bus Service- The Clerk had received details of the revised 35 Bus Service. 
From the 31st May there would cease to be a bus to Didcot going via Kennington. 
There would be a new service X2 via the A34 which would travel from Oxford to 
Didcot via Abingdon. The new 35 route in the City would go via Castle Street and 
St Aldates and would not stop at Queen’s Lane in the High Street according to the 
timetable.  

U. The South East Plan- The Clerk had received notification that the South East 
Plan had been approved by the Secretary of State. It could be viewed at 
www.gos.gov.uk/gose 

V. Thames Valley Police- A copy of the Rural Abingdon newsletter had been 
received via email.  

http://www.gos.gov.uk/gose
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3831. FINANCIAL REPORT AND ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

 
Statement of Accounts and Annual Governance Statement 2008/9 
Copies of the Section 1 Statement of Accounts and the Income and Expenditure 
Account and Balance Sheet had been circulated. The Clerk had had a meeting with 
Mr Symes the internal auditor and he had approved the accounts. There were no 
issues that he wished to highlight apart from adding the Cow Lane gate to the Asset 
Register and he was pleased with the accounts in their new format. The Parish 
Council agreed the following resolution on a proposition by Cllr. Patterson seconded 
by Cllr. Swaisland. 
  
“We acknowledge as the members of Kennington Parish Council our responsibility 
for the preparation of the accounts and confirm, to the best of our knowledge and 
belief, with respect to the council’s accounts for the year ended 31 March 2009, that 
we agree with the eight statements on the Section 2 Annual Governance Statement.” 
 
Statement of Bank Accounts as at 30th April 2009–  
Community Account                                                                              £500.00
Business Premium Account.                                                                    £54,683.43
Earmarked Funds Account £31,531.64
National Savings Investment Account                              £7,920.47

Sub total £94,635.54
Less outstanding cheques £12,322.93

Total £82,312.61
Charity Land B.P.A.                                                                                £3.37

 
Payments Received 

Vale of White Horse District Council 
First half year Precept 

£35,606.00 

 
The Financial Report and Accounts for Payment were agreed on a proposition by Cllr. 
Charlett seconded by Cllr. Patterson.  
 
Accounts paid between meetings 

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 
 

900 GreenThumb 
Aeration of grass at War Memorial  

£100.00 War Memorial Act 
1923 

901 British Gas 
Gas for Pavilion 1st Jan-17th April 

£148.55 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

 
Accounts agreed at meeting 

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 
 

902 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Expenses for April 

£114.66 LGA 1972 

903 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s salary for April less tax 

£1,000.42 LGA 1972 

904 HM Revenue and Customs 
Clerk’s and Warden’s Tax and Employers NI 

£376.94 LGA 1972 
 

905 Mr A Pope  
Wages less tax for May 
Gross wages 4 weeks litter collection @ 
£52.50 per week 
Plastic Rubbish Bags £5.00 
 

£173.00 LGA 1972 
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906 Kennington Village Hall 
Hire of Rooms May 2009 

£75.30 LGA 1972 
 

907 N Paddick 
Cleaning of Bus Shelters 

£19.50 PC Act 1957 

908 GreenThumb 
Spring Treatment for Grass at War Memorial 
 

£50.00 War Memorial Act 
1923 

909 Berinsfield Community Business 
Grass cutting Cemetery £149.44 
Grass cutting Play Area £51.72 
Village Maintenance £286.69 

£561.03 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

LGA 1972 

910 Oxford Said Business School 
Photocopying March 

£19.78 LGA 1972 
 

911 Mrs P Johnston 
Stamps and Office Supplies 

£28.09 LGA 1972 

912 ORCC 
Annual subscription 

£20.00 LGA 1972 

915 R J Westell 
Installing Christmas Tree Lights 
(Cheque 104915 was cancelled because of an 
error and it was replaced by 104920) 

£172.50 LGA 1972 

916 RJS(IA) Ltd 
Internal Audit 

£316.25 LGA 1972 

917 Enterprise 
Forest Side Grass cutting April 

£151.85 LGA 1972 

918 Enterprise 
Verge cutting –two cuts in April 

£663.34 LGA 1972 

 
From the Playing Field Account 

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 
 

913 Avoncrop Amenity Products 
Grass seed 

£1,102.50 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

914 Geo. Browns Implements Ltd 
Hire of Tractor and Overseeder 

£483.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

919 Enterprise 
Playfield Road Grass Cutting for April 

£187.43 LGA 1972 

 
3832. PLANNING  
The minutes of the Planning Committee held on 1st April 2009 were noted.  

 
3833. REPORTS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
Kennington Playing Fields Association- Cllr. Johnston reported he had been elected 
Secretary/ Treasurer.  
Kennington4Fairtrade- Cllr. Mason reported that the group was working hard to get 
Fairtrade status for the village. They were looking at becoming an independent group 
and developing a website. They would have a stall at the Fete in June and would be 
using their new banner.  

 
3834. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 
Cllr. Patterson- He asked if the village warden could litter pick along the footpath 
from Upper Road to Bagley Wood Road.  
Cllr. Johnston- He reported that he was concerned about the state of repair of the 
roadway in Colley Wood.  
Cllr. Baggott- He asked if the hedges along the footpath from Upper Road to 
Kennington Road could be cut. The Clerk said she had asked the contractor to do the 
work.  
Cllr. Charlett- He had been annoyed by the large signs that had been put up for the 
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Dog Show that were not removed immediately after the event.  
 

3835. REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Cllr. Johnston said that there was little to report as most major decision such as the 
site of the incinerator would be discussed after the County Council elections in June.  

 
3836. REPORT OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Cllr. Jennings reported that he had attended a Licensing Committee which discussed 
the removal of a license for a kebab van parked in the High Street, Shrivenham. He 
mentioned that there were a number of activities in the half term holiday for families 
arranged by the Sports Development team under the Go Active initiative.  
 
Cllr. Patterson said he hoped to be confirmed as Deputy Leader at the next District 
Council meeting. He said that the Development Control Committee was moving from 
Monday to Wednesday evenings. He had attended an Environment Agency meeting 
on the Water Framework Directive. They had discussed the proposed Reservoir which 
had been delayed by at least five years and was likely to be two thirds of the size 
originally suggested if it was ever built.  

 
Meeting Closed – 9.05pm   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


