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KENNINGTON                                       Minutes of the Meeting held on 
PARISH COUNCIL Thursday 10th May 2007 at 7.30 pm 
OXFORDSHIRE                                in Rooms 2/3 of the Village Centre  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Present:  
Cllr. Baggott  
Cllr. Biggs 
Cllr. Charlett  
Cllr. Ellis 
Cllr. Holland 
Cllr. Mrs. Horseman  

Cllr. Jennings 
Cllr. Johnston  
Cllr. Mason 
Cllr. Patterson 
Cllr. Swaisland 

 
In Attendance:  Mrs. P. Johnston (Clerk) and one member of the public. 
 
3504. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
Cllr. Auton, Cllr. Perkins and Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers 
 
3505. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 
Cllr. Biggs was proposed by Cllr. Mrs. Horseman and seconded by Cllr. Johnston and 
elected unanimously as chairman. He signed the declaration of acceptance of office. 
He welcomed old friends and new to the council and said he hoped that they would all 
play an active part in the work of the council.  
 
3506. ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN 
Cllr. Charlett was proposed by Cllr. Johnston and seconded by Cllr. Patterson and 
elected unanimously as vice-chairman. He thanked the members for their continued 
support.  
 
3507. APPOINTMENTS TO COMMITTEES AND OUTSIDE BODIES 
 
Committees 

1. Finance Committee- The whole council 
2. Planning Committee- Cllrs. Biggs, Charlett, Ellis, Holland, Mason, Jennings 

and Perkins. 
3. Amenities Committee- Cllrs. Baggott, Biggs, Charlett, Ellis, Holland, 

Patterson, Swaisland and Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers. 
 
Outside Bodies 

1. Village Hall Management Committee: Cllr. Charlett 
2. Kennington Playing Fields Association: Cllr. Johnston and Cllr. Perkins 
3. Youth Club: Cllr. Jennings 
4. Kennington Memorial Field Committee: Cllr. Ellis 
5. Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils (OALC): Cllr. Auton and Cllr. 

Biggs 
6. Friends of Kennington Library: Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers 
 

Cheque Signatories 
Cllrs. Biggs, Charlett, Holland and Cllr. Mrs. Horseman were re-appointed as 
signatories. 
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OALC 
Cllr. Biggs was nominated to the Executive Committee of OALC for the period 2007-
2011.  
 
3508. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING  
The minutes of the meeting on 12th April 2007 were then signed as a correct record.  
 
3509. DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest.  
 
3510. AGREEMENT OF HEADS OF TERMS WITH T MOBILE 
 
The Chairman explained that following the agreement at the last meeting to proceed 
with the lease to T Mobile of land at Playfield Road Playing Field for a 
telecommunication mast it was necessary to formally sign the Heads of Terms. This 
was agreed and the document signed.  
 
3511. AGREEMENT OF HIGHWAY VERGES AND UNAUTHORISED 

SIGNS WITH OXFORDSHIRE COUNCTY COUNCIL 
 
The County Council had issued two Agreements under Section 101 of the Local 
Government Act 1972 and section 19 of the Local Government Act 2000. They 
related to the removal of unauthorised signs and minor highway maintenance. The 
two documents had been sent to the Parish Council’s solicitor for checking and the 
insurance values have been checked with the Parish Council’s insurance company. It 
was agreed to sign the two documents on a proposition by Cllr. Patterson and 
seconded by Cllr. Ellis. Cllr. Patterson asked if all members and the Village Warden 
could remove the signs. The clerk confirmed that was possible but they must follow 
the schedule in the agreement.  
 
3512. REPORT OF THE CLERK 
A.  Flooding- The clerk and Alan Pope, the village warden, attended a meeting 

organised by the Oxford Preservation Trust on the proposed plans for an Oxford 
Flood Risk Project sponsored by the Environment Agency.  The consultants from 
Black and Veatch who were working on the stage 2 of the project explained what 
had been discovered in the first part of the study and they showed slides of the 
work that had been done at Towles Mill. They were now looking at specific 
solutions to managing flooding in Oxford which would be put to the government 
for funding. They felt that it would not be a single solution such as a huge channel 
around Oxford. There were three stages taking the project up to about 2030. No 
specific funding had been allocated for major works from the government. It was 
felt by the audience that there needed to be more communication with landowners 
and local councils around Oxford.  

B. Community Woodland-The clerk had been contacted by Anthony Roberts on a 
number of matters concerning the Community Woodland. The second field had 
been prepared for planting. He was submitting another grant request to the Trust 
for Oxfordshire’s Environment for £5,000 and hoped that the Parish Council 
would continue to be the third party sponsor. He was concerned about the lack of 
rain and was going to devise a means of watering the trees planted this year. He 
would need volunteers to take water from troughs to the trees and hoped the 
Parish Council could encourage people to water the trees. He was intending to 
hold a public meeting with a guest speaker to get a ‘Friends Group’ started to care 
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for the trees and hoped the Parish Council would host that. It was agreed that the 
Parish Council would continue to be the third party funder on a proposition by 
Cllr. Mrs. Horseman and seconded by Cllr. Johnston.  The clerk was asked to 
arrange a meeting as soon as possible to set up a Friends’ group. Cllr. Holland 
asked if they intended to repair the fence around the fields.   

C. Verge Protection near St. Swithun’s School-This item had been deferred for 
consideration by the newly elected members of the Parish Council. Parking on the 
grass verges by the school had been an ongoing problem for years. The local 
residents had now placed large pieces of wood on the verge to prevent cars getting 
on the verge.  There had been a debate within the Parish Council about whether or 
not to fund a more permanent solution by the installation of oak posts at the cost 
of approximately £60 each in the highway verge nearest St. Swithun’s School. 
The cost of the posts was high because they had to be installed by a certified 
contractor and not volunteer labour. Cheaper alternatives such as using concrete 
rings as planters had been tried and failed. The Chairman explained that there 
were three options. These were to spend about £10,000 and get the County 
Council’s Contractor to do the work, to get a licensed contractor to supervise the 
work of volunteers for a nominal cost and thirdly to do nothing. There was a 
general discussion and it was felt that the best solution was to install the posts at 
the lowest cost to the council. It was agreed to find out what it is required to 
obtain a licence to work on the verges.  

D. Saturday Office-The clerk and a member of the Parish Council hold an office in 
the Village Hall on the Saturday before the main meeting. The purpose of the 
office was to allow residents to speak informally to a member of the parish 
council and the clerk. The clerk asked for volunteers for the remainder of the year.  
The clerk attended the Parish Office on Saturday 5th May 2007. There were two 
enquiries. A resident from Upper Road wanted to complain about the contractor’s 
compound at the end of Upper Road. She wanted the portaloo moved away from 
her boundary and the rubbish removed regularly. The clerk has emailed 
Oxfordshire Highways. The other resident from Grundy Crescent wanted to 
complain about the poor state of village pavements. She was also concerned that 
there was no permanent solution to the parking on the verges near the school.  

E. War Memorial –The clerk had been contacted by Ian Sillince. He wanted to send 
his best wishes to the new members and remind the council that the issue of the 
repair of the War Memorial had not been resolved and he suggested that any work 
should be done before the winter. It was agreed that Cllr. Holland’s suggestion 
that a simple repair be done was the best way forward. This item was delegated to 
the Amenities Committee to prepare a schedule and find suitable contractors.  

 
F. Result of the District and Parish Council Elections 3rd May 2007 

 
KENNINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
NORTH WARD 
AUTON Bernard Robert Campbell   352  Elected 
BAGGOTT Brian Richard   346  Elected 
CHARLETT Colin Peter   307  Elected 
COBB Alan    226    
LOVEGROVE Wendy   217    
MASON Robin Michael   235  Elected 
PATTERSON Jerry Wayne   414  Elected 
PERKINS Ted   345  Elected 
RODGERS Eileen   289  Elected 
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SOUTH WARD 
BIGGS Peter Reginald    582  Elected 
ELLIS Glyn    424  Elected 
HOLLAND Mike    452  Elected 
HORSEMAN Doreen Ann    466  Elected 
JENNINGS Gareth    427  Elected 
JOHNSTON Bob    432  Elected 
SILLINCE Ian Henry    338    
SWAISLAND Charles       346  Elected 
 
VALE OF WHITE HORSE DISTRICT COUNCIL  
KENNINGTON AND SOUTH HINKSEY WARD 
PATTERSON Jerry Wayne Lib Dem 815  Elected 
JENNINGS Gareth Con 780  Elected 
FATEMIAN Arash Ali Con 765    
AUTON Bernard Robert Campbell Lib Dem 752    

 
 

3513. CORRESPONDENCE 
A. Victim Support Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire: Request for grant aid for 

their work in supporting victims of crime. As they were a countywide organisation 
their accounts had not been requested. The Chairman explained the policy for 
deciding grants to the new members. Cllr. Johnston proposed and Cllr. Patterson 
seconded that a grant be made and that was approved. Cllr. Charlett proposed a 
grant of £250 which was seconded by Cllr. Patterson and agreed. 

B. Mr Steele, Liddiard Close: Letter about a vehicle that was parking on the steep 
part of Links Road with its head lights facing on coming traffic. He believed that 
it was a hazard. It was agreed to pass the correspondence to the community beat 
office.  

C. Revised Model Code of Conduct for Members: The Government had agreed a 
new Code of Conduct which comes into force on 3rd May 2007. The revised code 
must be considered by the Parish Council and approved by 1st October 2007.It was 
agreed to consider it at the next meeting of the council. 

D. Oxon and Bucks NHS Mental Health Partnership NHS Trust: Details of their 
application to become a Foundation Trust and request for people to become 
members of the Trust 

E. Sunningwell School of Art: Thank you letter for the grant. 
F. Oxfordshire Children’s Information Service: Thank you letter for grant and a 

number of posters, flyers and booklets for local people.  
G. Vale Cleansing Grant: Notification of an award of £500 towards the cost litter 

picking in the village.  
H. CPRE: Details of their events for members in 2007. 
I. Vale of White Horse District Council: Consultation on the Core Strategy 

Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report; Request for information on village 
facilities; Information on the Licensing Policy for Hackney Carriages/Private Hire 
Vehicles; Copy of letters about the Thames Water Stage 2 Consultation on the 
proposed Reservoir.   

J. Oxfordshire County Council: Oxfordshire Minerals and Waste Local 
Development Framework and Parish Newsletter. 

K. Oxford City Council: Draft supplementary Planning Document on 
Telecommunications.  
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L. Oxfordshire Highways: Notification of the resurfacing of footways in Edward 
Road which started on 30th April 2007.  

M. Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association (OPFA): Spring Newsletter. 
N. Berks, Bucks and Oxon Wildlife Trust: Newsletter, events diary and magazine. 
O. Clerks and Councils Direct: Magazine for Town and Parish Councils. 
P. Brochures: Littlethorpe Bus shelters, Winningways Club suppliers, Squiggle Pen, 

Addagrip 
Q. Mr Jebb, The Avenue-Request for the verge outside his house to be cut by the 

Parish Council. This was not approved.  
R. Root and Branch-Thank you letter for the grant aid.  
S. Standards Board-Guidance for adopting the new Code of Conduct.  
T. Oxford University Press-Copy of an educational DVD called Incredible English. 

Part of it was filmed in Kennington. 
U. Oxford Green Belt Network- Newsletter and invitation to a free membership in 

2007. It was agreed to take a more active part in this organisation because of the 
South East Plan.  

V. Society of Local Council Clerks- Copy of The Clerk magazine for May 2007. 
Details of a Regional Conference in Bracknell on 27th June 2007. This was open 
to clerks and councillors. Cost per delegate was £47.  

W. Artsweek- Programme for the Oxfordshire Artists’ Festival from 12th May to 3rd 
June 2007. 

 
3514. APPROVAL OF STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS AND  ANNUAL 

GOVERNANCE STATEMENT AND ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
 
Statement of Accounts and Annual Governance Statement 2006/7 
The Section 1 Statement of Accounts and Section 2 Annual Governance Statement 
and the Summary of Income and Expenditure were agreed on a proposition by Cllr. 
Mrs. Horseman and Cllr. Charlett.  In addition , the Parish Council agreed the 
following resolution  which would accompany the summary of accounts: 
  
“We acknowledge as the members of Kennington Parish Council our responsibility 
for the preparation of the accounts and confirm, to the best of our knowledge and 
belief, with respect to the council’s accounts for the year ended 31 March 2007, that 
we agree with the eight statements on the Section 2 Annual Governance Statement.” 
 
Cllr. Charlett asked if the amount paid by the councillors would cover the costs of the 
dinner at Templeton College. The clerk said that there was one payment outstanding 
and once that was paid it would cover the costs excluding VAT. The financial report 
and accounts for payment were agreed on a proposition by Cllr. Ellis and seconded by 
Cllr. Baggott.  
 
Statement of Bank Accounts as at 30th April 2007 –  
Community Account                                                                              £940.00
Business Premium Account.                                                                    £40,329.51
Earmarked Funds £38,708.47
National Savings Investment Account                              £7,392.54

£87,370.52
Less un-presented cheques (£300.00)

 £87,070.52
Charity Land B.P.A.                                                                               £5.01
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Direct Debit 
Virginmedia 1st May 2007 
Internet and telephone charges 

£35.25 

 
Payment Received 

Various councillors 
Contribution towards the retirement dinner at Oxford Said Business School 

£528.00 

 
Accounts for payment 

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 
 

434 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Expenses for April 2007 

£109.00 LGA 1972 

435 Mrs P Johnston 
Net Clerk’s  Salary for April 2007 

£952.04 LGA 1972 

436 Inland Revenue 
Tax and NI for Clerk and Village Warden 

£377.55 LGA 1972 

437 Mr A Pope 
Village Warden’s wages less Tax for May 
2007      Gross wages 5 weeks @ £49.98 

£195.12 LGA 1972 

438 Kennington Village Hall 
Hire of Rooms 

£56.75 LGA 1972 

439 Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils 
Three copies of the Good Councillors Guide 

£1.80 LGA 1972 

440 ORCC 
Membership renewal 

£20.00 LGA 1972 

441 Euroffice 
Printer Cartridges 

£48.73 LGA 1972 

442 N Paddick 
Cleaning bus shelters 

£19.50 PC Act 1957 

443 
 
 

Isis Accord 
Verge cutting 12/13/16/27 March 

£538.90 Highways Act 1980 

444 Allianz Cornhill Insurance PLC 
Parish Council Insurance 

£774.53 LGA 1972 

445 Oxford Said Business School 
Retirement Dinner 

£691.60 LGA 1972  
s137 

446 Berinsfield Community Business 
Contract 2 Cemetery 12th and 24th April 

£399.37 LGA 1972 

447 Lyreco UK Limited 
Stationery 

£15.65 LGA 1972 

450 Isis Accord 
Grass Cutting 19/04 Forest Side 

£75.68 LGA 1972 

451 Isis Accord 
Verge Grass Cutting 16/04 and 30/4 

£661.24 Highways Act 1980 

452 Oxford Said Business School 
Photocopying April  

£37.01 LGA 1972 

 
From the Playing Fields Account 

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 
 

448 Thames Water 
Water for pavilion  10 Jan -10 April 

£28.78 LG (Misc. Prov.)Act 
1976 

449 Isis Accord 
Playing Field Grass cutting 27 March 

£75.68 LG (Misc. Prov.)Act 
1976 

453 Mr C Charlett 
Replacement handles on play equipment 

£7.98 LG (Misc. Prov.)Act 
1976 

454 Isis Accord 
Grass Cutting 19/04 Playfield Road 

£93.41 LG (Misc. Prov.)Act 
1976 
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3515. MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE 
The minutes of the meeting on 10th April, 2007 were noted.  
 
3516. REPORTS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
There were no reports from members on outside bodies. 
 
3472. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 
Cllr. Biggs- He invited the members to introduce themselves. He said that the 
Kennington Chronicle could include a picture of the councillors on their next edition. 
As three members were absent it was agreed to have individual pictures taken rather 
than a group one.  
Cllr. Charlett- He said that the paths at the cemetery were very weedy and felt that 
the contractor should be asked to rectify the problem. He had investigated the gate at 
the cemetery and it needed more extensive work.  
Cllr. Ellis – He had been approached by a resident in Sandford Lane about the cutting 
of the verges. Cllr. Johnston was aware of the discussions. The clerk would write to 
the County Council about the progress on getting the verge on the Radley side of the 
road cut.  Cllr. Ellis said he was concerned about the children waiting for the bus to 
Matthew Arnold School in the mornings. They were kicking balls into the road and 
running in front of the traffic. The clerk would contact the school and mention it in 
the Chronicle article.  
Cllr. Baggott – He said that trees were coming across footpath No 2 from a house in 
Edward Road. The clerk would write to the resident asking for the trees to be cut back 
if the house number could be identified. He asked if there had been any action on the 
suggestion made at the Annual Meeting about a streetlight in the centre of footpath 
No2. The clerk would write to the County Council.  
Cllr. Holland- He said that the fallen tree was still in front of the sign near Sandford 
Lane. Cllr. Charlett said he would cut it back from the sign.  
Cllr. Mason- He said that he wanted to raise the same problem about footpath No 2 
as Cllr. Baggott.  
 
3517. REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Cllr. Johnston spoke about the strain on the highway budget. He said that major 
repairs to pavements and roads on unclassified roads such as the work in Edward 
Road would become more difficult to obtain as there was still work costing £4 million 
to failed roads caused by the recent hot summers. He reported that the elderly person 
budget was likely to be overspent because it had not been funded for demography.  
 
3518. REPORT OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Cllr. Patterson said that the first meeting of the new District Council was on 16th May 
and so there was nothing to report.  The only person who could act officially between 
6th and 16th May was the former Vale chairman.  Cllr. Jennings confirmed that as he 
had only just been elected there was nothing to report at this stage. Cllr. Charlett 
asked Cllr. Patterson if the Vale would be following Oxford City’s idea of trying to 
limit the number of multi-occupation houses. Cllr. Patterson said the Vale had to 
follow national guidelines and he felt that it would be difficult to alter the Local 
Development Framework to prevent the building of flats on land which had been 
occupied by a single house previously. They had lost an appeal on such a 
development in the Vale and had to pay £20,000 costs. Cllr. Johnston said he thought 
the officers of the Vale were looking at the villages nearest the city to see if they 
could find a way to protected them by new policies similar to the ones Oxford City 
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was investigating. Some members felt the Vale was not strong enough to resist these 
developments because they were afraid of that costs would be awarded against them.  
 
3519. MATTERS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION 
It was agreed to discuss the process to become a Quality Parish Council and the New 
Code of Conduct.  
 
Meeting Closed – 9.25pm   
 
 
 
Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


