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KENNINGTON                                       Minutes of the Meeting held on 
PARISH COUNCIL Thursday 13th November 2008 at 7.30 pm 
OXFORDSHIRE                                in Rooms 2/3 of the Village Centre  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Cllr. Biggs in the chair 
Present:  
Cllr. Charlett  
Cllr. Baggott  
Cllr. Ellis  
Cllr. Mrs. Horseman  
Cllr. Jennings (left during item 3732) 

Cllr. Johnston (arrived during item 
3733) 
Cllr. Mason 
Cllr. Patterson  
Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers 
Cllr. Swaisland 

 
In Attendance:  Mrs. P. Johnston (Clerk) and one member of the public  
 
3727. MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
There were no matters raised.  
 
3728. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
Cllr. Auton, Cllr. Holland and Cllr. Perkins  
 
3729. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 
3730. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
The minutes of the meeting on 9th October 2008 were approved and signed as a 
correct record following correction of two typographical errors.  
 
3731. MODEL PUBLICATION SCHEME AND GUIDE TO INFORMATION 
Cllr. Swaisland and the Clerk were thanked for their work on the Guide to 
Information. The details of the Guide to Information were agreed. The Clerk was 
asked to prepare drafts of the policy documents mentioned in the guide for 
consideration at a future meeting. It was agreed to add the web site address to the 
Parish Council’s stationery. It was felt important to develop the web site to enable 
more information to be published on the web. 
 
Kennington Parish Council RESOLVED to adopt the Model Publication Scheme 
2008 and Guide to Information as produced by the Information Commissioner’s 
Office to come in force on 1st January 2009. 
 
3732. PLANNING –DISCUSSION AND PROPOSALS DOCUMENT 

PREPARED BY CLLR. MASON 
Cllr. Mason explained his suggestions for improving the consideration of forward 
planning on the future of development of the village. There was a wide ranging 
discussion on the ideas in the document. It was agreed that it was important to 
consider planning applications with a Planning Committee meeting every three weeks 
to ensure that the District Council’s deadline was met. It was regretted that there had 
been little support for the Parish Plan process by local people. It may be possible to 
re-launch this idea. Cllr. Mrs. Horseman spoke about the Kennington Chronicle which 
was an independent organisation. She noted Cllr. Mason’s comments and said that 
much of what he had suggested had been considered but the committee were 
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dependant on volunteer helpers to prepare and distribute the Chronicle. She said that 
the Parish Council had been very generous in the past if additional funds were needed.  
 
Kennington Parish Council RESOLVED to accept the first proposal in Cllr. Mason’s 
document that an item called Reviewing and Planning was an agenda item at the 
monthly meeting of the Parish Council for twelve months. The other three items were 
not supported by the Parish Council.  
 
3733. FLYING THE UNION FLAG 
Cllr. Patterson had asked for this item to be discussed. He explained that the 
regulation for government buildings had recently changed to allow the Union Flag to 
be flown every day and not just on official Flag Days. There was a division of opinion 
as to the merit of flying the flag in place of the Village Flag at the village hall. It 
would be an imposition to expect the flag to be raised and lowered each day. It was 
proposed by Cllr. Patterson and seconded by Cllr. Baggott that the Union Flag should 
be flown each day. This was amended by a proposal by Cllr. Ellis seconded by Cllr. 
Mrs. Horseman that a second flag pole would be erected at the War Memorial so that 
the Union Flag could be flown there each day and the flag pole at the Village Hall be 
used for the Village Flag. This amendment was agreed by five votes to three.  
 
Kennington Parish Council RESOLVED by nine votes to one to fly the Union Flag 
every day at the War Memorial. The new flag pole would be purchased in the next 
financial year. The Chairman was thanked for his work in raising and lowering the 
Union flag on the flag days.  
 
3734. PROPOSAL TO ADD PARISH COUNCIL’S NAME ON BUS 

SHELTERS 
Cllr. Patterson had asked for this item to be discussed. The Clerk had investigated the 
options. It was possible to have transfers made to be applied to the arched sides of the 
bus shelters at an estimated cost of £10 each. Another alternative was to purchase an 
bus timetable case. It was agreed that it would be a good idea to show that the parish 
council had invested in the upgrading of this village facility.  
 
Kennington Parish Council RESOLVED by eight votes to one to purchase two 
transfers for each bus shelter showing the words “Kennington Parish Council” and 
obtain an estimate from Queensbury Shelters about the cost to install them.  
 
3735. REPORT OF THE CLERK 
A. Forest Side Tree Work- A letter had been received from Mr Rees of Savills 

confirming a telephone conversation with the Clerk about the letter she sent 
concerning the trees on the northern boundary of the field. He was sending it on to 
St John’s College and asking them to consider doing the work using their 
foresters. The Clerk had received a quotation from Dan Edwards of Branching 
Out. It was agreed not to make a decision on the work until St John’s College had 
responded.   

B. Play Areas Work Group-The Group met on 4th November to discuss the four 
quotations that had been supplied by the Play Equipment manufacturers for a new 
play ground at Playfield Road. They decided that they would take the advice of 
Mary Lambe of the Vale and employ a landscape architect to create a scheme, 
give advice on fund raising and project manage the scheme. It was felt important 
to include an upgrading of the pavilion at the same time. In the meantime the 
Secretary of the Playing Fields Association had requested that two signs were 
produced as part of the requirements of the new insurance policy. They must say 



 

Page 189 

“people use the equipment at their own risk and children must be supervised by a 
responsible adult at all times”. If the signs were to be purchased it would be a 
good opportunity to incorporate the idea that the signs should be attractively 
designed and be welcoming and indicate who was responsible for the play 
equipment as recommended by ROSPA. It was agreed to produce temporary signs 
for the notice boards at the playing fields. The Clerk had spoken to the lead officer 
of the County Council about the Playbuilder grant. He had confirmed that the 
grant would pay for professional costs. She and members of the Working Group 
would attend a Road Show on Playbuilder on 19th November 2008 in Oxford 
Town Hall. She had obtained a list of play space designers from the Children’s 
Play Information Service.  

C. Sandford Lane Industrial Estate- The Chairman, Vice-chairman and the Clerk 
had a very positive meeting with Mr Leadbitter the owner of the Industrial Estate 
on 10th November 2008 to discuss issues relating to traffic and litter. It was agreed 
to the following actions:  
• Mr Leadbitter would write to the tenants and remind them about the need to 

encourage careful driving in the Lane and that no deliveries should be made 
by over-size vehicles. 

• The Parish Council would write to the County Council asking if there could be 
permission for a more informative sign to be placed at the junction of The 
Avenue and Sandford Lane which would be paid for by Mr Leadbitter if the 
cost was not too expensive.   

• The Parish Council would organise a litter pick on the industrial site and Mr 
Leadbitter would sponsor any group taking part at an agreed cost per bag.  

• The Parish Council would investigate with the County Council the feasibility 
of road humps in the Lane if the informal approach to the tenants did not 
reduce the speed of traffic in the lane.  

D. Carols around the Tree- This would take place on Sunday 7th December 2008 at 
6pm. The Clerk had a reply to her invitation to the Chairman of the Vale of White 
Hose District Council, Cllr. Alison Rooke. She would be delighted to attend.  

E. Parish Boundary Review- The Clerk had received a long letter from the Vale of 
White Hose District Council about this topic.  It explained the history of the 
proposals that were submitted by the Vale in May 2006 to the Electoral 
Commission. The Commission had initially lost the paperwork and since then the 
legislation had changed.  The Vale was now able to make the necessary order at a 
local level. The Head of Legal Services hoped that the order would be completed 
by March 2009. It would had practical effect in May 2011 at the next Parish 
Council elections. There were three changes that affect Kennington.  
• Move the Kennington Parish boundary to the north to include land to the south 

of the Oxford ring road, but that the land to north of the ring road remains in 
South Hinksey. 

• The Parish of Kennington be changed from two wards to one and remain a 
Council of 14 members. 

• The South Hinksey Parish boundary be aligned at the top of Hinksey Hill so 
that it runs along Foxcombe Road and then turns north at Chiswell Lane 
before following the existing parish boundary line.  

F. Flooding - A letter had been received from the Vale about a more formal 
mechanism for claiming financial support for flood prevention schemes. They 
were suggesting that Flood Groups should be registered and become part of a 
Flood Group Alliance. Grants were to be offered to registered groups for flood 
prevention schemes. The residents at the north of Kennington Road had been 
notified of work that would be undertaken by the Environment Agency to clear 
streams including the Hinksey Drain behind no. 1 to no. 7 Kennington Road. This 
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was part of a project to do remedial work on the drainage channels on the west of 
the City as part of a short term scheme to reduce the flood risk.  

G. Code of Conduct- The Communities and Local Government Department had 
produced another consultation on revisions to the Code of Conduct. The deadline 
for response was 24th December 2008. The Clerk attended a meeting where the 
Monitoring Officer of West Oxfordshire was encouraging all Parish and Town 
Councils to consider the document and make comments. This was especially 
important as they were proposing a Code of Conduct for local government 
employees. It was agreed that the Parish Council would not be sending in a 
response.  

H. County and District Council’s Parish Liaison Meeting- The Clerk attended this 
meeting on 5th November 2008. It was quite interesting as there were four 
workshops. It was possible to attend two and the Clerk chose Anti-social 
Behaviour and Local Development Framework. She learnt that the Vale was about 
to publish a discussion paper on the type and distribution of housing development 
up to 2027. There was an option that included more housing in larger villages not 
in the Oxford Green belt. There would be a consultation meeting for the villages 
in the Vale on 22nd January 2009 at Wantage.  

I. Paddock Amenity Land- The Clerk and Cllr. Johnston visited the neighbouring 
properties to the land to look at the weed problem on 28th October. Cllr. Johnston 
gave a report. He said the problem was caused by nettles and brambles and the 
best solution was to get them cut back and sprayed in February. It was agreed to 
do the work.    

J. Saturday Office - The Clerk asked for volunteers for the Saturday office on the 
following dates in 2009: 10th January, 7th February, 7th March, 4th April, 9th May, 
6th June, 4th July, 5th September, 3rd October, 7th November. On 8th November, 
Cllr. Ellis and the Clerk had two callers. A resident of Grundy Crescent wanted to 
know who had painted white lines on the roadway at the entrance to her property. 
The Clerk had checked and it was done as a favour for the residents to try and 
discourage inconsiderate parking outside driveways. It was done at no cost to the 
residents and would normally cost them £50 each. A resident from The Avenue 
asked if the County Council could come back to remove the branch of a tree in the 
highway verge overhanging his property. The tree surgeon had removed some 
dead branches in the last month. The Clerk had contacted Oxfordshire Highways.  

K. Forest Side Play Area Wood Chip Surface- The Clerk had received the 
quotation from Berinsfield Community Business for preparing the surface and 
spreading the Cushionfall woodchip under the play equipment at Forest Side. 
They were quoting £1,895. This compared well with the Playdale quotation of 
£3,520 for the supply and spreading of the Cushionfall with no preparation works 
of the site and £1,100 from Giffords for the supply of the Cushionfall only. The 
surface needed to be renewed as soon as possible as it was considered a High Risk 
on the recent ROSPA report of the play area in August 2008.  
 
Kennington Parish Council RESOLVED to accept the Berinsfield Community 
Business’s quotation at a cost of £1,895.  
 

3736. CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID 
A. Kennington Festival Handicapped Group-The Clerk had received a request 

from the Chairman for a grant to help fund an Electronic Bingo machine costing 
£184 and support the work of the committee to provide lunches and other 
entertainments for the members of the group who were becoming older. The 
committee which had attracted new supporters would be organising fundraising 
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events but at present the group was running at a loss. They had not received a 
grant in the last three years. 
 
Kennington Parish Council RESOLVED to agree a grant of £500.  
 

B. Abingdon and District Citizens Advice Bureau- A request had been received 
for grant aid for 2009. They had confirmed that the service was used by people 
from the village. In the past three years they had received the following grants 
£375- 2007/8, £350-2006/7 and £300-2005/6 

 
Kennington Parish Council RESOLVED to agree a grant of £400.  

 
C. South and Vale Carers Centre- Poster and invitation to AGM on 11th November 

in Didcot.  They had requested a grant for 2009. They had confirmed they were 
supporting five carers in the village. In the past three years they had received the 
following grants £150- 2007/8, £125-2006/7.  

 
Kennington Parish Council RESOLVED to agree a grant of £175.  

 
D. Oxfordshire Carers’ Forum- A request had been made to support this group 

based at Witney. The Parish Council did not make them a grant last year as they 
support the South and Vale Carers Centre. It was agreed not to make a grant and 
inform them that it was because the Parish Council supported the South and Vale 
Carers Centre.  

E. Kennington Memorial Field Committee- The Secretary had written asking for 
the Parish Council to supply a dog waste bin next to the Avenue entrance to the 
field. It was agreed to ask the Vale for the cost of providing a dog bin in that 
location. He mentioned that they had decided not to allow Mrs Mason of 
Cranbrook Drive, who wrote to the Parish Council, to plant trees in the Memorial 
Field and would be writing to inform her.  

F. Mr Warren by email- He wanted to raise the timing and capacity of the buses on 
the 35 route. The email had been forwarded to the transport representatives Cllrs. 
Jennings and Mason. 

G. Mr Gelder, Poplar Grove- He sent an email about the traffic calming hump at 
Manor Grove which was causing the buses to be jolted as they go over it. It had 
been passed to Oxfordshire Highways.  

H. Mr Voss, Kennington Road-He sent a letter asking for information on the 
replacement bus shelter at the Upper Road stop. The Clerk had sent him a reply.  

I. Mrs Thompson by email- She asked for more information about when the 
replacement bus shelter in Kennington Road would be installed. The Clerk had 
replied.  

J. Mrs Jones, Poplar Grove-She sent an email to report vegetation along the raised 
footpath in Sandford Lane making it difficult to walk along the path. The Clerk 
had reported it to Oxfordshire Highways. She had had a call back from one of the 
officers who was organising for the vegetation to be cut back and the surface to be 
inspected.  

K. Mrs Jakubovics, Forest Side- She sent an email about the cutting of the beech 
hedge in Upper Road near Forest Side. The Clerk had forwarded it on to 
Oxfordshire Highways.  

L. RBS Software- Details of price changes from April 2009 and new training 
course. It was agreed that the Clerk could attend one of the training courses.  

M. Vale of White Horse District Council- Copy of first Vale Youth Magazine, 
Information Sheet for Parish Councils. Invitation to participate in the healthy 
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communities peer review by the Improvement and Development Agency for local 
government.  

N. Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils- Notification of the Winter General 
Meeting on 24th November at 7.30pm at Stratfield Brake Pavilion, Kidlington. 
The programme includes Parish Emergency plans and Play Policy and Funding. 
Copy of the Update for Members for October 2008. It was agreed that Cllr. Ellis 
would become a representative from the Parish Council to the meetings of OALC.  

O. Oxfordshire Primary care Trust- Details of a series of meetings on the NHS 
Oxfordshire strategy 2008-2013. The meeting for the Vale area was on 2nd 
December at Wantage.  

P. Record RSS- Letter giving access to a web site called Expertsonline which can 
give advice on funding for play equipment.  

Q. CPRE- Stop the Drop campaign toolkit. It had some helpful ideas to organise a 
litter pick and raise awareness of keeping the village tidy. Copy of their magazine 
Countryside Voice.  

R. Mr & Mrs Haskins, Rowles Close- Thank you letter for getting the weeds 
removed from the path at Rowles Close.  

S. Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association- Copy of their Autumn 2008 magazine.  
T. Fire Safety Regulations- Details of a number of seminars on fire safety for 

businesses organised by Oxfordshire County Council’s Community Safety Team 
and Business Link.  

U. SLCC- Membership Survey and Course for 2008. Copy of the Clerk magazine. 
V. Thames Valley Police- Posters relating to Halloween and Bonfire night. 
W. Clerks and Councils Direct- Copy of November issue of their magazine.   
X. Berinsfield Community Business- Copy of their annual newsletter.  
Y. NSPCC- Details of their ‘Letter to Santa’ fundraising appeal.  
Z. Brochures/Services- SMP, Kompan, Miracle, Green-tech, Monster, Wicksteed 

Playscapes, Charnwood, Richard Owen-Traditional Mole Catcher, S&C Slatter 
Ltd- Playground maintenance, Calber-Christmas Trees.  

AA. The Oxfordshire Woodland Project-A letter had been received requesting 
financial assistance. This organisation was very helpful in the setting up of the 
community wood now called Kendall Copse. They received a grant of £100 in 
2003/4.   
 
Kennington Parish Council RESOLVED to agree a grant of £100.  

 
3737. FINANCIAL REPORT AND ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

 
Statement of Bank Accounts as at 31st October 2008 –  
Community Account                                                                              £500.00
Business Premium Account.                                                                    £34,361.01
Earmarked Funds Account £51,246.00
National Savings Investment Account                              £7,679.15

Sub total £93,786.16
Less outstanding cheques £734.13

Charity Land B.P.A.                                                                               £179.23
 
External Audit 
The Clerk had received notification from BDO Stoy Hayward the external auditor, 
that there were no matters they wished to highlight. It was now necessary for the 
Parish Council to minute that the annual return had been approved and accepted. 
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Insurance 
The Clerk had had confirmation that the Fidelity Guarantee was now set at the level 
suggested by the Internal Auditor of £100,000. In addition all councillors under the 
age of 75 years were covered by personal accident insurance.  The fourteen bus 
shelters were insured for an increased value of £36,000. This means the total cost of 
insurance this year had increased from £810.94 to £1,171.27.  
 
Kennington Parish Council RESOLVED to accept the Financial Report and Accounts 
for payment.  
 
Direct Debit 

Virgin Media November 2008 
Internet and telephone charges  

£22.82 

 
Accounts paid between meetings 

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 
 

794 Thames Water 
Water for pavilion 

£92.79 LGA 1972 

 
Accounts to be paid 

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 
 

795 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Expenses for October 

£111.29 LGA 1972 

796 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Net Salary October  less Tax  

£968.95 LGA 1972 

797 Mr A Pope  
November Wages less tax 
Gross wages  
5 weeks litter collection @ £51.03 per week 
2 hours graffiti cleaning  @ £7.29 per hour 

£215.93 LGA 1972 

798 HM Revenue and Customs 
Clerk’s and Village Warden’s tax and 
Employer’s NI 

£385.33 LGA 1972 

799 Kennington Village Hall 
Hire of rooms  

£65.60 LGA 1972 

800 Dataprint 
Garden Certificates 

£84.95 S137 
LGA 1972 

801 Berinsfield Community Business 
Grass cutting Cemetery and play areas 9th and 
23rd September 

£472.72 LGA 1972 
LG (Misc. Prov.) Act 

1976 
802 Allianz Insurance plc 

Increase in insurance premium for Fidelity 
Guarantee to £100,000 

£80.10 LGA 1972 

803 BDO Stoy Hayward LLP 
External Auditor’s Fee 

£499.38 LGA 1972 

804 Mrs P Johnston 
Postage/Land registry fee/plastic bags  

£57.60 LGA 1972 

805 Oxford Said Business School 
Photocopying 

£21.47 LGA 1972 
 
 

806 Mr P Biggs 
Chairman’s quarterly allowance 

£120.00 LGA 1972 

807 Royal British Legion 
Donation towards Remembrance Day wreaths 

£750.00 S137 
LGA 1972 

808 Oxford Said Business School 
Photocopying 

£15.69 LGA 1972 
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3738. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
The minutes of the planning committee on 23rd September and 14th October 2008 were 
noted.  
 
3739. REPORTS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
Fairtrade- Cllr. Mason reported on the progress of the steering committee. They had 
produced a draft action plan. They intended to have an event on 28th February in the 
Village Hall during the Fairtrade Fortnight which is on 23rd February to 8th March 
2009. He asked if the cost of the room hire could be met by the Parish Council and 
this was agreed. Cllr. Charlett asked if they had considered encouraging the village to 
become plastic bag free. Cllr. Mason said that was not part of the draft plan at present.  
Planning Training- Cllr. Mason thanked the Parish Council for sending him and his 
planning colleagues on the training organised by the Oxfordshire Training 
Partnership. It had been very useful as it covered a number of changes in the law and 
he had become aware of an excellent web site called the Planning Portal.  
Oxford Flood Alliance- Cllr. Patterson spoke about a meeting of the Oxford Flood 
Alliance that he had attended. He said that John Mastroddi had given a presentation 
on the work that the Environment Agency was preparing to do in this area to alleviate 
the flooding. There are plans to remove the wall blocking the flow in the stream 
behind No 3 Kennington Road.  
 
3740. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 
Cllr. Ellis-He wanted to report that a tree in the verge outside 167 The Avenue was 
leaning over. He said the pavement outside No 1 and 3 Simpsons Way needed repair. 
He said that the bicycle was still being attached to the bus shelter opposite Egrove 
Park. He had been told that the Community Room in St Swithun’s School had been 
closed because the heating was not working. The Clerk said she had been discussing 
this with the Head Teacher of the school.  
Cllr. Mrs Rodgers- She said that the fire damaged roadway had not been repaired in 
Bagley Close.  
Cllr. Johnston- He said he had been approached about the state of a fence along the 
boundary of 56 Bagley Wood Road. Cllr. Baggott said he had approached the owner 
who had assured him it was safe. 
Cllr. Baggott- He was concerned about an overgrown hedge at No 212 Upper Road.  
Cllr. Patterson- He had noted that when the Thames Water contractor came back to 
resurface the pavement they did not reinstate the kerb stones along the verge outside 
No 2 Edward Road. He said there were also missing kerbs outside No 5 and 7 Edward 
Road as a result of work to the houses.  
Cllr. Mason- He said that there was graffiti on the fence along footpath No 2. It was 
thought it was the fence to No 3 Edward Road.  
Cllr. Swaisland- He asked if the County Council had been asked to look at the 
pavement in No 6 Manor Grove. The Clerk said she would write to the tree officer in 
the County Council.  
Cllr. Charlett-He noted that the gate at the entrance to the Sustrans cycle route at 
Sandford Lane was off its hinges.  
 
3741. REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Cllr. Johnston had attended a budget seminar.  He reported that the news was grim. 
The County Council would only receive an increase of 1.75% in its central 
government grant for 2009/10, and with inflation running at over 5% for the RPI, it 
was going to be a very tough year.  Unavoidable pressures such as the increasing 
number of older people had already eaten up the budget that could be allocated, and 
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on top of that there was a potential budget hole of another £700,000 of required 
savings which had not currently been identified.  There were persistent rumours about 
a 5% cut in budgets such as those for highway and pavement repairs and resurfacing.  
More information would be available when the papers were released for the County 
Cabinet on the 25th November 2008. 
 
The Chief Fire Officer (Mr Parry) had informed him that measures to provide 
surveillance at Redbridge had now been put in hand, and notices to that effect if not 
yet in place would be put up shortly.  He was asked to keep the exact nature of the 
measures confidential. 
 
3742. REPORT OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Cllr. Patterson reported he had attended the North East Area Committee on 21st 
October 2008.  The Committee had granted the Kennington Playing Fields 
Association £5,000 towards the renewal of the car park at Forest Side. He agreed with 
Cllr. Johnston that all councils were going to find it difficult to manage the budget for 
the next financial year. Already it was clear that the cost of the concessionary bus 
fares was about £250,000 over budget at an annual cost of £650,000.  There would be 
a document issued by the Vale’s executive on the 5th December 2008 for a six week 
consultation period on proposals for economies in the Vale’s budget. This would 
allow members of the public to make suggestions on their preferred way forward to 
balance the budget.  
 
Cllr. Jennings had to leave the meeting early so there was no report from him.  

 
Meeting Closed – 9.15pm   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


