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KENNINGTON                                       Minutes of the Meeting held on 
PARISH COUNCIL Thursday 12th November at 7.30 pm 
OXFORDSHIRE                                in Kennington Village Hall 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Cllr. Biggs in the chair 
Present:  
Cllr. Baggott  
Cllr. Cobb 
Cllr. Charlett  
Cllr. Ellis  
Cllr. Holland  
Cllr. Mrs. Horseman  

Cllr. Jennings 
Cllr. Johnston  
Cllr. Mason  
Cllr. Patterson  
Cllr. Perkins 
Cllr. Swaisland

 
In Attendance:  Mrs. P. Johnston (Clerk), County Councillor Arash Fatemian and 
one member of the public. 
 
The Chairman welcomed Cllr. Cobb to his first council meeting following his recent 
co-option to the Parish Council.  
 
3895. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
There were no items raised.  
 
3896. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
Apologies were received from Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers.  
 
3897. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Cllr. Mason and Cllr. Patterson declared a personal interest in Item 3900 C) 
Kennington4Fairtrade as members of the organisation. Cllr. Johnston and Cllr. 
Patterson declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Item 3903 Planning as 
members of the District Council’s Development Control Committee and took no part 
in the discussion in order not to pre-determine their views.  
  
3898. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
The minutes of the meeting on 10th September 2009 were approved and signed as a 
correct record. 
 
3899. GRASS CUTTING CONTRACTS 
There was a discussion on the minutes of the working group held on 11th November. 
It was agreed to accept the recommendation of the group which would mean 
advertising three contracts. The first one was for the highway grass verges to include 
one extra section in Cranbrook Drive created when the road was realigned to create 
the entrance to Fairways. The second was the grass cutting and strimming of the 
cemetery without any additional work to hedges. The third was the quarterly village 
maintenance and various ad hoc items such as weed spraying and the care of the new 
play area planting and possible the maintenance of the play equipment.  
 
3900. REPORT OF THE CLERK 

A. Consultation on referral of planning applications to Development Control 
Committee-There was a long debate on this proposal from the Vale of White 
Horse District Council. There was a strong opinion that the proposal would 
weaken Parish and Town Councils’ role in the planning process. Cllr. 
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Patterson and Cllr. Johnston who were members of the Development Control 
Committee said that there had been a number of referrals to the Committee by 
Parish Councils on trivial grounds which were not material planning 
considerations. Most members felt that the Vale should organise more training 
courses if this was the main issue. It was agreed by ten votes to one to oppose 
the proposal on a proposition by Cllr. Charlett seconded by Cllr. Perkins. Cllr. 
Johnston and Cllr. Patterson abstained from the vote.   

B. Consultation on proposed 50 mph speed limit on A4183 Oxford Road- 
The Clerk had received a copy of the formal consultation document on the 
change to the speed limit on the A4183 from Hinksey Hill to Abingdon. In 
addition an email had been received from Tim Law, the Coach House, 
Bayworth Manor about supporting his bid to get the Sugworth Lane to Bagley 
Wood Road junctions reduced further because of their accident record. The 
Clerk had received a copy of a letter from Sally Raven the Clerk of Radley 
Parish Council to the County Council. She had asked for a meeting with the 
relevant officer to discuss the reduction of the speed limit between Sugworth 
Lane and Bagley Wood Road. It was agreed to support the reduction to 50mph 
on a proposition by Cllr. Charlett seconded by Cllr. Johnston. The Clerk 
would ask to be invited to attend the meeting with Mr Law and Radley Parish 
Council and the officer from the County Council.  

C. Payment of the balance of the budget to Kennington4Fairtrade- The 
budget for this project was £300. £80 had been spent on a banner and £35 on 
meetings in May, June, August, September and November. It was agreed on a 
proposition by Cllr. Charlett seconded by Cllr. Johnston to pay the balance of 
£185.00 to the group. Cllr. Mason and Cllr. Patterson abstained from the vote.  

D. Application to the Vale from the Flooding Working Group- The Clerk was 
alerted by John Mastroddi to the possibility of a grant for work to create a 
bund in the field north of No 1 A Kennington Road from the Vale. It had been 
discussed a number of years ago with the Vale as a possible preventive 
method of stopping the pond from overflowing on to the Kennington Road. As 
the deadline was 30th October which meant it could not be discussed at the 
November meeting, the Clerk consulted the Chairman and Vice-chairman and 
it was agreed to put in a bid for money to do the work which was estimated to 
be £6,000. The decision on this grant would be made at the end of November. 
Cllr. Patterson and Jennings asked to have copies of the application which the 
Clerk would supply.  

E. The progress of the Playbuilder Project- The good news had been that the 
application for £18,941 had been successful from the Aiming High County 
Council grant giving body. It would enable an enhancement to the play space 
to make the area more attractive to disabled children. There would be a special 
curved bench and a playhouse for the younger age group and a canopy over 
the play pits. A contract had been sent for signing to release the grant which 
must be spent by the end of the financial year. There were further grant 
monies available next year and they said the extension to the pavilion to 
provide disabled facilities for children could be considered.  The work was 
progressing well on the main part of the scheme. It had been suggested by 
Carolyn Place that it may be necessary to hire protective fencing for a few 
months to allow the grass to grow once the contractor had left the site. A date 
for meeting the young people on site to discuss the BMX track was needed. 
There was a suggestion that there should be a new name for the play space. It 
was agreed to convene the working group to discuss the BMX track and the 
name and official opening of the scheme in the New Year.  

F. Contractor to install the bollards in the verge in The Avenue –The 
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quotations from Enterprise, City Works and G & I Ayres were discussed and it 
was agreed to accept the lowest quotation from G & I Ayres for Option 1 
using a powered augur at £1,090.00 on a proposition by Cllr. Charlett 
seconded by Cllr. Baggott. It was agreed on a proposition by Cllr. Charlett 
seconded by Cllr. Patterson to purchase 40 HANIT®   1250mm brown bollards 
at a cost of £760.80. 

G. Contactor to resurface the tarmac under the bus shelters- The Clerk had 
surveyed the condition of the tarmac under the bus shelters. There were four 
sites that need work: Upper Road stop, Edward Road west side stop and both 
the stops at Sandford Lane. She had obtained a quotation from G & I Ayres 
and City Works. It was agreed on a proposition by Cllr. Charlett and seconded 
by Cllr. Patterson to accept the higher quotation from G & I Ayres for 
£1,544.00 as they would undertake to dig out and relay the base.   

H. Contractor to install the lettering on the bus shelters- The Clerk had 
requested a quotation from Scorpion Signs for the lettering on the bus shelters. 
This was compared to the quotation from Queensbury Shelters. It was agreed 
by nine votes to four to accept Option 2 from Scorpion Signs which was for 
white lettering with a single Parish Council logo.  

I. Highways- The Clerk had reported the dislodged kerbstone outside the Best 
One shop in Kenville Road.  

J. SLCC Annual Conference- The Clerk had an interesting day at the 
conference in Brackley. Two items which could be discussed at the budget 
meeting were the possibility of obtaining online maps of the parish and the 
possibility of changing the insurance company. Came and Company had 
offered to provide competitive quotations for the Parish Council and the 
Playing Fields Association. 

F. Remembrance Day- The parade and service at the War Memorial and St 
Swithuns’s Church went well. There was unfortunately a gentleman who 
became ill and an ambulance had to be called. The troops from Dalton 
Barracks were very friendly with the young people from the uniformed groups 
and would like to encourage more links.  

G. Saturday Office-The Clerk and Cllr. Baggott attended the Saturday office on 
7th November. There were a few callers who wanted to raise the following 
matters: 

• The need to repair the drainage pipe that had been damaged by the 
contractor repairing the gas pipe on the corner of Edward Road and 
Kennington Road. 

• There was a comment that there was a run off problem from surface 
water collecting on The Avenue from Grundy Crescent and Bagley 
Wood Road.  

• Leaves and conkers had been left to litter the pavement near the bus 
stop by the flats in The Avenue opposite Manor Grove. The Horse 
Chestnut Tree was in the garden of one of the houses in Fairways.   

• The potholes in Kennington Road from the junction with Upper Road 
to the bypass bridge on the Egrove Park side of the road. It had been 
reported to the Member of Parliament. 

• There was a lot of dog mess in the alley from Poplar Grove to 101 The 
Avenue which was used by many school children. It was agreed 
subject to the agreement of the neighbours to install the spare dog 
waste bin at The Avenue end of the alley and the Clerk would remind 
owners to be more careful in the article in the Kennington Chronicle.  

• There was a complaint about the poor road surface along Bagley Wood 
Road from the War Memorial to St Swithun’s Road.  
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• The issue of the car parking on the pavement outside the Co-op was 
raised again.  

H. Repainting of post boxes- Another email had been received from Royal Mail 
to say that the request would be actioned in seven days.  

I. Dates for Meetings in 2010- The meeting dates were approved for 2010. The 
Clerk had tried to put all the office dates on the 1st Saturday in the month apart 
from October. It was agreed to hold the Annual Parish Meeting in May as this 
would enable the financial statement for the previous year to be given. The 
date for the Garden Competition was held over until the review of the 
competition.  

 
3901. CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUESTS FOR GRANT AID 
A. Royal British Legion- Members considered the donation to be made for the two 

wreaths for Remembrance Day. In addition a resident had voluntarily repaired the 
steps to the War Memorial and had asked that the Parish Council donate a sum to 
the Poppy Appeal instead of requesting payment. It was agreed on a proposition 
by Cllr. Charlett seconded by Cllr. Perkins to give a grant of £850. 

B. Oxfordshire Association for the Blind- A letter had been received requesting 
grant aid for this organisation. They had highlighted that there were 21 people in 
Kennington that were supported by their organisation. It was agreed on a 
proposition from Cllr. Patterson seconded by Cllr. Mrs. Horseman to offer a grant. 
Following discussion it was agreed on a proposition by Cllr. Baggott seconded by 
Cllr Mrs. Horseman to give a grant of £125.  

C. South and Vale Carers Centre- A letter had been received requesting grant aid 
for this organisation. They had highlighted that there were 8 carers in Kennington 
that were supported by their organisation. It was agreed on a proposition from 
Cllr. Patterson seconded by Cllr. Cobb to offer a grant. Following discussion it 
was agreed on a proposition by Cllr. Perkins seconded by Cllr Jennings to give a 
grant of £200.  

D. Sue Ryder Care : The Nettlebed Hospice- A letter had been sent requesting 
grant aid for this hospice which provides support for people in Oxfordshire. It was 
proposed by Cllr. Charlett not to offer a grant which was not supported. On a 
proposition by Cllr. Ellis and seconded by Cllr. Mason a grant of £25 was agreed 
by nine votes to three.  

E. Abingdon and District Citizens Advice Bureau- A letter had been received 
requesting grant aid for this organisation. It was agreed on a proposition from Cllr. 
Johnston seconded by Cllr. Baggott to offer a grant. Following discussion it was 
agreed by eight votes to five on a proposition by Cllr. Johnston seconded by Cllr 
Patterson to give a grant of £425.  

F. Vale of White Horse District Council- Various item including the following: 
Invitation to a Community Safety Partnership Forum on 1st December from 10am 
to 12.30pm. Invitation to Parish Council Planning Evening on 18th November in 
Abingdon at 7pm. Notification of the road closure approval for the Remembrance 
Day Parade on 8th November. Copy of the Vale Community Safety newsletter. 
Copy of a poster for Homebuyers’ Day on 9th December in Wantage. Information 
sheet for Parish Councils and details of the electoral register. Letter detailing the 
procedure for adopting red telephone kiosks from BT.  

G. Oxfordshire County Council- Various item including the following: Notification 
that there had been no changes at present to the subsidised bus services 4B and 31. 
Copy of the Road Casualty Report 2008. A letter had been received about the 
Oxfordshire Fire Authority’s Integrated Risk Management Consultation Action 
Plan which can be viewed online. The deadline for comment was 31st January 
2010. Email about a new guidance document called Biodiversity and Planning in 
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Oxfordshire from the new Ecologist Planner, Camilla Burrow of the Countryside 
Service who had taken over the work of Craig Blackwell County Ecologist who 
had retired. 

H. OALC- Copy of the members’ newsletter Update and invitation to the winter 
general meeting on 23rd November at Stratfield Brake at 7.30pm.  

I. OPFA- Copy of the Playing Field magazine which included an article by Carolyn 
Place, the landscape designer for Playfield Road play area.  

J. CPRE- Copy of their magazine Countryside Voice.  
K. Brochures- Littlethorpe Shelters. 
L. SLCC- Copy of The Clerk magazine and details of the 2010 training days. 
M. Thames Valley Police- Copy of the Rural Abingdon neighbourhood update.  
N. CPRE- Copy of their magazine Oxfordshire Bulletin 
O. Clerks & Councils Direct- Copy of the magazine for Parish and Town Councils.  
 
3902. FINANCIAL REPORT AND ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

 
Statement of Bank Accounts as at 30th October 2009 
Community Account                                                                              £500.00
Business Premium Account.                                                                    £89,642.64
Earmarked Funds Account £31,540.52
National Savings Investment Account                              £7,920.47

Sub total £129,603.63
Less outstanding cheques -£1,227.05

Total £128,376.58
Charity Land B.P.A.                                                                                £167.25

 
Payments Received 

Vale of White Horse District Council 
Half year Precept 

£35,606.00 

 
Direct Debit 

Virgin Media 
Telephone and Internet -November 

£33.78 

 
The financial report and accounts for payment were agreed on a proposition by Cllr. 
Patterson seconded by Cllr. Swaisland.  
 
Accounts paid  

Cheque No. 
105… 

   Power to Act 
 

039 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Expenses for October 

£114.66 LGA 1972 

040 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s salary for October less tax 

£992.04 LGA 1972 

041 HM Revenue and Customs 
Clerk’s and Warden’s Tax and Employers NI 

£388.04 LGA 1972 
 

042 Mr A Pope  
Wages less tax for November 
Gross wages 4 weeks litter collection @ 
£52.50 per week 

£168.00 LGA 1972 
 

043 St. Swithun’s Church P.C.C. 
Hire of Church Hall 

£21.00 LGA 1972 

044 Kennington Village Hall 
Hire of rooms 

£68.30 LGA 1972 

045 Enterprise 
Highway Verge Cutting 1 cut October 

£331.67 LGA 1972 

046 Enterprise £75.92 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
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Forest Side Grass Cutting 1 cut October 1976 
047 SLCC Enterprises Ltd 

Day attendance at Annual Conference 
£34.50 LGA 1972 

048 SH Lewis Cleaning Ltd 
Cleaning of bus shelters 

£161.00 PC Act 1957 

049 Royal British Legion 
Donation to Remembrance Day wreaths 

£850.00 S137 LGA 1972 

050 KEEN 
Grant Aid 

£25.00 S137 LGA 1972 

051 Dataprint 
Replacement for lost cheque for Garden 
Certificates 

£77.05 S137 LGA 1972 

052 Berinsfield Community Business 
Grass Cutting in Cemetery 7/26 Oct  

£354.02 LGA 1972 

 
3903. PLANNING  
During the discussion of the planning application, Cllr. Johnston and Cllr. Patterson 
were out of the room.  
 

a. KEN/19763/3  17 and 19 Edward Road 
Computer reference: 09/01922/FUL 
Erection of 2no two storey dwellings. (Land to the rear of 17 and 19 
Edward Road) 
The following comment, which was agreed unanimously, was sent to the 
District Council: The Parish Council continues to object strongly to this 
application for the following reasons:  

• It is an over intensive use of the plot. The two dwellings proposed 
will create a cramped and un-neighbourly development. The 
properties will have limited private amenity space compared to the 
surrounding properties.  

• The parking spaces and turning circle will have an impact on the 
amenity of No 11 Edward Road which has its main living 
accommodation along the west side of the property.   

• There will be an increase in vehicle movements from two 
dwellings. The members of the Parish Council are still very 
worried about the hazard being created across the public right of 
way (Footpath No 2 on the definitive map). This footpath is used 
regularly by older people from Edith Court using mobility aids who 
cannot move quickly to avoid vehicles.  

 
b. KEN/4958/3  8 Kirk Close 

Computer reference: 09/01947/FUL 
Demolition of existing garage and ground floor extension. Erection of 
extensions to sides and rear with integral garage.  
The following comment, which was agreed unanimously, was sent to the 
District Council: No objection. 
 

c. KEN/20688/1  174 Poplar Grove 
Computer reference: 09/01958/FUL 
Applicant: Mr & Mrs A Miles 
Erection of single storey rear extension 
The following comment, which was agreed unanimously, was sent to the 
District Council: No objection. 
 

d. KEN/16664/1  6 Blackman Close 
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Computer reference: 09/01962/FUL 
Applicant: Ms Glenys Williams 
Erection of a hobby room in back garden 
The following comment, which was agreed unanimously, was sent to the 
District Council: No objection. 

 
3904. REPORTS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
Kennington Playing Fields Association- Cllr. Jennings asked if he could be replaced 
as the representative on the Association. Cllr. Baggott volunteered to be the 
representative and this was agreed with thanks. Cllr. Johnston said they would be 
dealing with the barbed wire along the fence line at Forest Side.  
Kennington4Fairtrade- Cllr. Mason reported that the group now had a web page on 
the village web site.  
Kennington Chronicle- Cllr. Mrs. Horseman reported that the Chronicle was 
celebrating its 25th Anniversary with a church service and celebration. 
Kennington Village Hall- Cllr. Charlett gave a long explanation of the problems the 
management committee was facing from the complaints to the Vale of White Horse 
District Council’s Environmental Health Department from the neighbour to the 
village hall. At present a case was being compiled by the Vale and there might be 
restrictions placed on the use of the hall. This generated concern from the members 
and Cllr. Patterson and Cllr. Jennings offered to help at the Vale.  
 
3905. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 
Cllr. Perkins- He had noticed that a van was on the pavement near the thatched 
cottages in Kennington Road. 
Cllr. Mason- He said that there was still graffiti on the wall along footpath No 2.  
Cllr. Cobb- He wanted to thank the members for co-opting him on to the Parish 
Council again.  
Cllr. Holland- He wanted to express the view that the road humps outside 50 
Kennington Road seemed to be higher than elsewhere in the village causing damage 
to sports cars. 
Cllr. Jennings-He was concerned at the north end of Kennington Road with the 
junction to the road over Redbridge that there was conflict with traffic using it as a rat 
run to Oxford. He felt that there should be a mini roundabout at the junction.  
Cllr. Charlett- He said that the workmen in Sandford Lane were causing the verge on 
the south side to be churned up.  
 
3906. REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Cllr. Fatemian gave his report. He apologised for missing the last meeting. He had 
been working locally on the road repairs and getting Rowles Close assessed. He was 
happy to work with the Parish Council on the issue of removing the mini roundabouts 
through the village. He had started his surgeries which were on the second Saturday 
of the month from 11.30 to 12.30 in Kennington. He explained the current position on 
the Redbridge Hollow clean up. It would be removed in two stages. There had been 
six tenderers and the cost was much less than expected. He mentioned the themed 
debates at the County Council. The meeting on 3rd November had been requested by 
the Liberal Democrats on “Breaking the Cycle of Deprivation”. He reported that 
Charles Shouler had retired from the County Cabinet. He said a preferred bidder and 
site at Ardley had been chosen for the Energy from Waste project. However when the 
planning applications were considered both Ardley and Sutton Courtney were not 
approved by the County Council. The applicants would be appealing the decision 
which would not cause much delay in the project if the Ardley appeal was successful. 
There were a number of question to Cllr. Fatemian on the Redbridge Hollow 
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clearance and the Energy from Waste project. Members were concerned by any 
additional costs to the Council Tax payers from the charges for land fill if the 
incinerator was delayed.  
 
3907. REPORT OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Cllr. Patterson gave his report. He said he was pleased that the Vale’s North East 
Committee had approved the grant of £2,000 for the stair lift for the Village Hall. He 
said that the Dunmore Ward by-election had been won by Julia Bricknell for the 
Liberal Democrats. She was the youngest councillor at twenty one years old. He was 
pleased that the Royal British Legion’s suggestion that had been agreed by the Vale 
that the Council Tax Benefit should be renamed a Rebate had been agreed by Central 
Government. The draft budget would be available for consultation in December. He 
said it would be a difficult year as income from investments was down £1million 
because of the difficult economic situation. Also there would be cut backs on Central 
Government funding.  
 
Cllr. Jennings said that Cllr. Patterson had covered many of the items he had to report. 
He said that he had dealt with a problem of some of the residents at Perkins who had 
difficulty getting their dustbins to the kerbside. He had arranged for them to have 
assisted collections.  
 
Meeting Closed – 9.32pm   
 
 
Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


