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KENNINGTON                                       Minutes of the Meeting held on 
PARISH COUNCIL Thursday 11th November 2010 at 7.30 pm 
OXFORDSHIRE                                in Kennington Village Hall 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Cllr. Biggs in the chair 
Present:  
Cllr. Baggott  
Cllr. Charlett  
Cllr. Cobb (from item 4034) 
Cllr Ellis 
Cllr. Feather (from item 4037) 

Cllr. Jennings 
Cllr. Johnston 
Cllr. Patterson  
Cllr. Mason 

 
In Attendance:  Mrs. P. Johnston (Clerk) and County Councillor Arash Fatemian 
(from item 4038). 
 
4029. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
There were no items raised.  
 
4030. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
Apologies were received from Cllr. Mrs Horseman, Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers, Cllr. Perkins 
and Cllr. Swaisland. 
 
4031. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Cllr. Johnston declared a personal and prejudicial interest in item 4034 B relating to 
the request for an increase in the grant to the Kennington Playing Fields Association 
as he was the secretary of the Association.  
 
4032. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
The minutes of the meeting on 14th October 2010 were signed as a correct record.  

 
4033. REPORT OF THE CLERK 
A. The Links Play Area- The Clerk met Mr Matthews, the contractor who installed 

the bollards in The Avenue, on 21st September to look at the remaining problems 
in the play area. He was going to provide a quote for putting in steps with decking 
wood on the left side of the slide and then on the other side which was less eroded 
to install matting up to the top and grass turf below it plus extra soil. In addition 
the Clerk asked him to look at the worn pathway entrance to the gate into the 
Memorial Field. He suggested a type of stone from Wantage which binds like soil 
and would build the surface up and wear well and can be seeded with grass. It was 
used by the National Trust for their paths. He would need to raise the Memorial 
Field Gate a little to provide enough clearance. It was agreed to find another 
contractor to quote for the work.  

B. Fairtrade Village Sign- Cllr. Mason had supplied photographs of other towns and 
villages who had erected a Fairtrade Sign. There was no approved design so it was 
suggested that it was as simple as possible. The Clerk had emailed Falcon signs 
for a site meeting to discuss the options. They have replied that they were able to 
help if the Clerk sent them a photograph. It was agreed to remove the Best Kept 
Village sign and to replace it with one which mentioned both Fairtrade and 
winning the competition.   
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C. Redbridge Railway Bridge-The work was underway to replace the railway 
bridge. At present the bridge was open for cyclists and pedestrians only. Network 
Rail would be building a temporary bridge for them so it was accessible during the 
whole project.  It would be relatively easy access but would be narrow so cyclists 
would have to dismount. The Clerk called Network Rail for more information but 
they were not helpful. The County Council supplied her with details of a contact 
name for Birse, the contractors. Following her call the Clerk was contacted by an 
officer of the County Council Bridges section. He explained some of the technical 
details of the size and dimensions of the new bridge. The contractor, Birse, would 
be supplying the Clerk with notices about the closure for the village notice boards. 
There would be a limited opening for vehicles one way from 10th December to 
24th December 2010. The Clerk had asked Cllr. Fatemian if there could be a traffic 
count undertaken as there was a perception that the traffic would be reduced in the 
village. 

D. Budget and Council Tax for 2011-Members were reminded that the Budget 
meeting would be on 16th December 2010 at 7.30pm. The Secretary of State for 
Communities and Local Government the Rt. Hon Mr Eric Pickles MP issued a 
public statement on 21st October 2010 about the council tax freeze for 2011. The 
members of the Parish Council would have to consider this statement when 
deciding their budget for next year.  

E. Saturday Office- Cllr. Mason and the Clerk had no enquiries at the Saturday 
Office on 6th November.  

F. Dates of council meetings in 2011- The Clerk had booked the meeting dates for 
2011. 

 
4034. CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUESTS FOR GRANT AID     
A. Royal British Legion-Each year the Parish Council contributes a grant for the 

two wreaths for the Remembrance Day. There had been a request for a donation to 
the Battle Back Challenge Centre to be set up to help injured servicemen and 
women. It was agreed to contribute £850 to the Royal British Legion for their 
general funds.  

B. Kennington Playing Field Association- Letter from the secretary of the 
Association requesting a review of their grant in the next financial year. They had 
additional costs for a commercial waste collection at each pavilion following the 
removal of collection of black bags by the Vale. Ideally they would like an 
additional £450. It was agreed to consider this at the Budget meeting in 
December.  

C. Vale of White Horse District Council- 
a. Letter about the review of Polling Districts and Places. They were 

proposing that there was only one polling station in Kennington at the 
village hall. St Swithun’s School had become unsuitable as there was 
no disabled access. It was agreed this change was acceptable.   

b. Letter about Parish Council Election Recharges 2011. The minimum 
cost of a contested election was £576.  

c. Letter about a vote on the BT website to find the five areas with the 
most votes. The winners would get BT high speed broadband infinity 
fibre optic cables installed in their area. Oxfordshire was poorly served 
with broadband in rural areas. When the Clerk voted only 2.54% of 
those connected to the Boars Hill exchange had voted. The deadline 
was 31st December 2010. The website was www.racetoinfinity.bt.com. 

http://www.racetoinfinity.bt.com/
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D. Oxfordshire County Council-  
a. Letter about a consultation on the concessionary fares scheme. The 

County Council would be taking over the scheme on 1st April 2011 
and was consulting about the changes it was proposing. These were  

i. Hours of eligibility 9am to 11pm 
ii. Retaining companion passes for disabled people who 

need help 
They propose not continuing with any alternatives such as the 
Senior Rail Card or National Travel Tokens. They were also 
withdrawing being able to use the pass on Dial-a-Ride and Door to 
Door transport schemes. The deadline for replies was 14th 
December 2010. It was agreed that these changes were acceptable.  

b. Invitation to a briefing on the electoral review of Oxfordshire 
County Council held on 3rd November 2010.  

c. Notification of a proposed change in speed limit in Foxcombe 
Road, Boars Hill. The County Council were proposing making a 
40mph limit on the small stretch of unclassified road from the 
parish boundary with Wootton, at a point 70 metres south-west of 
its junction with Lincombe Lane, north-eastwards to its junction 
with Hinksey Hill. They needed comments by 17th December 2010. 
It was agreed that the Parish Council supported this change.  

E. Oxford City Council- Invitation to attend their town planning consultation 
events. The nearest one was at the Deaf and Hard of Hearing Centre, St Ebbe’s 
Street on Saturday 4th December from 10am to noon. The City Council were 
trying to get views on 100 sites which had been put forward as potential 
development sites. The information on the sites would be available from 24 
November on the website www.oxford.gov.uk/sitesandhousing 

F. Sustainable Communities Act- An email encouraging the Parish Council to write 
to the Decentralisation Minister Greg Clark MP to ask for action on the shortlisted 
proposals for ideas for action on this bill. It was from an organisation called Local 
Works.  

G. Kennington Methodist Church- Invitation to the Church Anniversary service on 
Sunday 28th November 2010 at 6.30pm.  

H. Oxfordshire Association for the Blind- Thank you letter for the grant aid.  
I. Oxfordshire Woodland Project- Thank you letter for the grant aid. 
J. OALC- Copy of their monthly update for members including details of the Winter 

General Meeting on 22nd November 2010 at 7.30pm at Stratfield Brake Pavilion, 
Kidlington.  

K. ORCC- Copy of their 90th Annual Report.  
L. OPFA- Copy of the Playing Field newsletter.  
M. Thames Valley Police- Copy of their Neighbourhood Policing Update newsletter.  
N. SLCC- Copy of the details of the Regional Conference to be held on 2nd 

December at South Cerney. Copy of the Clerk Magazine and training programme 
for 2011. 

O. Clerks and Councils Direct- Copy of their magazine. 
P. Oxfam- Booklet on gifts for Christmas and the work of Oxfam. 
Q. Commercial brochures from the following companies- Record RSS. 

Unity Trust Bank, Lappset Playworld, White Horse Contractors, Cascade 
Partnerships, Refined Line Web Development. 

R. Local Government Boundary Commission- Reply to the submission on the 
review of the number of County Councillors for Oxfordshire. They would publish 
their recommendation in December 2010.  

S. Exercise Watermark- The Parish Council had been invited to attend a national 

http://www.oxford.gov.uk/sitesandhousing
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emergency flooding exercise on Saturday 12th March 2011. It was being led by 
Defra and it was organised by the Environment Agency. The exercise would take 
place at Kings Centre, Osney Mead from 9.20am to 4.00pm.  

T. CPRE- Copy of their magazine Oxfordshire Bulletin.  
                                                                                 
4035. FINANCIAL REPORT AND ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

 
Cheques 
Under the changes announced by local government minister, Grant Shapps MP, local 
councils would be given the freedom to swap cheques for modern banking methods 
such as electronic transfers. However, important safeguards would also be put in place 
to make sure that the payments made by local councils were legitimate and that there 
was no misuse of the system. The National Association of Local Councils (NALC) 
and the Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC) would design these checks and 
controls. The changes, planned for 2011, meant that local councils would be able to 
use electronic banking, which would save them valuable time and enable them to 
carry out their business in a quicker and easier way. But it was also an important 
move as cheques were to be abolished in just eight years’ time. In the meantime the 
Bank of England had requested that the payment for the Village Hall loan was moved 
to a Direct Debit. It was agreed to authorise a direct debit for this payment.   
 
Statement of Bank Accounts as at 31st October 2010 
Community Account                                                                              £500.00
Business Premium Account.                                                                   £33,254.81
Earmarked Funds Account £31,556.24
National Savings Investment Account                              £7,941.97

Sub total £73,253.02
Less outstanding cheques -£9,152.87

Total £64,100.15
Charity Land B.P.A.                                                                                £165.03

 
Direct Debit 

Virgin Media 
Telephone and Internet -November 

£35.99 

 
Accounts paid in November 

Cheque No. 
105… 

   Power to Act 
 

270 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Expenses for October 

£114.66 LGA 1972 

271 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s salary for October less Tax 

£992.02 LGA 1972 

272 Mr A Pope 
Village Warden’s wages for November  
4 weeks @ £52.50  

£210.00 LGA 1972 

273 Mr M Hutton 
Play Area Warden’s wages for November 
4 weeks @ £22.50  less tax 

£72.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

274 HM Revenue and Customs 
Tax and Employer’s NI 

£364.24 LGA 1972 

275 Mrs P Johnston 
Stamps and Anti virus/back up software 

£83.17 LGA 1972 

276 TCL 
Maintenance at Links Play Area 

£195.83 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 
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277 Kennington Village Hall 
Hire of rooms 

£64.00 LGA 1972 

278 ISS Facility Services-Landscaping 
Verge and Playing Field Grass cutting 

£315.82 Highway Act 1980 
 LG (Misc Prov) Act 

1976 
279 OPFA  

Annual membership 
£45.00 LGA 1972 

280 Berinsfield Community Business 
Grass cutting in cemetery 

£370.84 LGA 1972 

281 Oxford Said Business School 
Photocopying 

£5.08 LGA 1972 

282 Royal British Legion 
Grant for poppy wreaths 

£850.00 S137 LGA 1972 

285 Berinsfield Community Business 
Cemetery grass cutting October 

£370.84 LGA 1972 

286 Mrs M Biggs 
Plants and bonemeal for War Memorial  

£47.96 War Memorial Act 
1923 

287 Dataprint 
Printing of service sheets for Remembrance 
Day and Carol Service 

£210.00 S137 LGA 1972 

 
From Playing Fields Association Grant 

Cheque No. 
105… 

   Power to Act 
 

283 British Gas 
Gas for pavilion  

£170.44 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

284 Thames Water 
Water supply for pavilion 

£132.94 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

 
4036. MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE 
The minutes of the Planning Committee on 12th October 2010 were noted. 
 
4037. REPORTS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
Kennington Playing Fields Association- Cllr. Johnston reported that the discussions 
on the lease were still ongoing. They had now received the new waste bins at 
Playfield Road and Forest Side from Maylarch. 
Kennington4Fairtrade- Cllr. Mason reported that the village had been awarded 
Fairtrade status. There would be a celebration on 15th January 2011 from 10.30 to 
noon in the village hall when Helen Peacock will present the certificate to the 
Chairman of the Parish council.  
Kennington Village Hall Management Committee- Cllr. Charlett reported that most 
of the work to alleviate the problem of noise escaping the hall had been completed. A 
meeting with the Vale’s officer had been arranged to show them the work. The 
secretary of the committee was retiring in December and the roles of booking clerk 
and secretary would be combined again. He was in touch with the Health Centre 
about the footpath along their boundary. The original deeds showed that the footpath 
was built on the Health Authority land and the issues of a claim for fall last Christmas 
was with the solicitors to resolve. He was hopeful that there could be an agreement on 
financial support for repairs to the car park from the Health Authority. He had 
attended a training session organised by OALC on charity trustees with the Clerk. It 
had been very informative and confirmed that the Parish Council as Custodian Trustee 
had no authority to deal with matters related to the Village Hall while the 
management committee was in place. 
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4038. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 
Cllr. Jennings- He asked if there were any plans to celebrate the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee in 2012. The Clerk said that there would normally be information on the type 
of celebrations which could be arranged nearer the date. 
Cllr. Baggott –He wanted to clarify what type of information was put on the village 
notice boards. The Clerk said she removed commercial posters and information from 
outside the village. However it was difficult to monitor them all the time and she only 
went round looking at the boards once a month. She monitored the one by the village 
hall more frequently. It was felt that an open policy on the boards meant less fly 
posting in the village. There was concern about their condition and it was agreed to 
consider this as a budget item.  
Cllr. Cobb – He had a query about the opening of the railway bridge.  
Cllr. Feather – He apologised for arriving late because of problems on the railway 
and said he was pleased to be co-opted to the Parish Council again.  
Cllr. Johnston – He wanted to raise the hedge along No 204 The Avenue which was 
encroaching on the footpath. He wanted the Parish Council to write to the resident 
asking for him to cut it.  
Cllr. Biggs- He asked if St John’s College could be approached again for a decision 
on the BMX dirt track. He mentioned that the work on emergency plan should be 
deferred until after the next election.  
 
 
4039. REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Cllr. Fatemian reported that the speed cameras in the County would be turned back on 
in April 2011. This was because the Road Safety Partnership had decided they could 
run them without the County Council’s financial support. He said he had looked into 
the issue raised at the last meeting about permits for vans and trailers visiting the 
waste reception centre. He said there would be no change in policy. It had been 
agreed that a monthly visit for the deposit of domestic waste was sufficient for an 
average household and it was felt that more than 12 visits a year may relate to 
commercial use and there would be a charge.  There would be saving £250,000 per 
year. As the cabinet member for Adult Care he had attended a Social Services 
conference in Manchester. He had arranged for a traffic count to be taken in the 
village while the railway bridge was closed. There had been a lot of congestion at the 
Park and Ride and along the By Pass and Abingdon Road and the County Council 
was looking at ways to alleviate it. One suggestion was the use of the bus lane near 
Bertie Place. Cllr. Patterson asked if the County Council had decided what their view 
on the number of County Council seats should be for the Boundary Commission 
review. Cllr. Fatemian said there was no public announcement yet. He expected a 
press release in the following week.  
 
4040. REPORT OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Cllr. Jennings warned members that bogus letters had been sent to some residents in 
the Vale to say they would be fined because of the way they had dealt with their 
waste. The Vale had not issued the letters and the police were investigating. The Vale 
and South Oxfordshire were working together to encourage young people to register 
to vote. He had been told that everyone in Kennington had now received their waste 
bins. However he had since heard that there might be some missing bins and he would 
raise this with the appropriate officer.  
 
Cllr. Patterson said that the recycling of waste in the first two weeks of the new 
contract had been 83%. He expected that the system of collection would settle down 
within three cycles of two weeks. He acknowledged that there had been some 
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problems but as the roll out had been to 52,000 households it had been relatively 
efficient. He spoke about the Oxfordshire Pension Fund. This fund was showing an 
increase in value because of the stock market recovery. This was a significant issue 
for the Vale as they had to pay 23% of the cost of the salary bill into the fund to pay 
for current and future pensioners. There would be an announcement of the three year 
review in December which would establish the level of support the Vale need to make 
to the fund. He spoke of the forth coming budget. The Coalition Government’s grant 
would be known in detail in December. This meant that there would be a short and 
difficult period to get the final Vale budget ready to be approved in February. Sarah 
Thornton, the Chief Constable of the Thames Valley Police, attended a meeting of the 
Vale in October. She said that the Vale was the safest English district council area and 
crime was down by 16%.  The Vale and South Oxfordshire would be combining the 
work of community safety and would employ one community safety officer. He said 
he had heard of other issues with the waste bins which had been reported to the Vale. 
This was people in hi-visibility jackets looking in the waste bins. He said that the Vale 
officers would not be doing any checking of the bins. Cllr. Charlett asked about 
recycling of shredded paper. A number of members offered suggestions including 
using paper bags to contain the shredded material.  

 
4041. CONFIDENTIAL ITEM 
It was resolved to exclude the public and press to discuss a confidential item under 
section 1(2) Public Bodies (Admission to Meeting) Act 1960 relating to the minutes 
of the Amenities Committee and the recommendation for a contractor to undertake  
the highway verge and playing fields grass cutting in 2011. Following discussion on 
the bids made by the following companies BGG Garden and Tree Care, Continental 
Landscapes, Gavin Jones, ISS Waterers, 4th D Landscapes, it was agreed to offer the 
two grass cutting contracts to Continental Landscapes for the 2011 season.  
 
 
Meeting Closed – 8.50pm   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


