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KENNINGTON                                       Minutes of the Meeting held on 
PARISH COUNCIL Thursday 8th November 2007 at 7.30 pm 
OXFORDSHIRE                                in Rooms 2/3 of the Village Centre  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Cllr. Biggs in the chair 
Present:  
Cllr. Auton  
Cllr. Baggott  
Cllr. Charlett 
Cllr. Ellis 
Cllr. Holland  
Cllr. Mrs. Horseman  
Cllr. Jennings  

Cllr. Johnston  
Cllr. Mason  
Cllr. Patterson  
Cllr. Perkins 
Cllr. Swaisland  
Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers 

In Attendance:  Mrs. P. Johnston (Clerk) and one member of the public. 
 
3577. MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
There were no matters raised by members of the public 
 
3578. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
Cllr. Jennings apologised for leaving early. He left after item 3581 L.  
 
3579. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING  
The minutes of the meeting on 11th October 2007 were signed as a correct record.  
 
3580. DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
Cllr. Patterson and Cllr. Johnston declared a personal interest on item 3582 B. This 
was because they were members of the Vale of White Horse District Council which 
provided substantial grant aid to the Abingdon and District Citizens Advice Bureau. .  
 
3581. REPORT OF THE CLERK 
A. The procedure for the Flower Baskets next season- The cost of employing a 

person to plant up the flower baskets had become expensive. This year it had cost 
£549.90. The Chairman had been approached by Mr and Mrs Hardiman who 
would be prepared to plant up the baskets in Poplar Grove and re-paint the railings 
for the cost of materials. The Clerk and Mrs Biggs had offered to plant the ones on 
the village signs and on the village hall for the cost of materials. The Chairman 
had asked the Horticultural Society if they could find volunteers to plant up the 
remaining five baskets. Cllr. Holland volunteered to help. It was agreed to use 
volunteers next year and pay them for materials only and to thank Mr Robinson 
who had been doing the flowers since the start of the project.  

B. Additional maintenance work in the Cemetery- The Clerk and Cllr. Charlett 
met Mark Williams of Berinsfield Community Business on 24th October. Cllr. 
Charlett showed him the problems along the boundaries of the cemetery from 
trees and shrubs and brambles encroaching on the graves. A list of work was 
agreed for which Mark would provide a quotation. It included the following work: 
• Cutting back vegetation to the line of the trees along the north boundary. 
• Removing the brambles and ivy on the trees near the gate to the alley.  
• Removing some self set trees growing through graves 
• Work to the beech hedge on the east and south side and removal of self sown 

shrubs. 
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• Clearing the elder around the central tree to expose the damaged headstones. 
• Cutting back shrubs on the west side by the path. 
The clerk had been in contact with the vicar and she had a site meeting on 5th 
November with him and Dennis Cooper to explain what was proposed. The vicar 
wanted to make sure the families of those who were buried in the graves were 
aware of the work so it would be publicised in the Kennington Chronicle. The 
Clerk had an email from Berinsfield Community Business to say that the work 
would cost about £400. She had asked for a breakdown of costs. It was agreed on 
a proposition by Cllr. Swaisland and seconded by Cllr. Johnston to approve work 
up to a maximum of £500.  

C. Quarterly village maintenance schedule- During the meeting at the cemetery, 
there was a discussion with Mark Williams about the timing of the quarterly 
maintenance. This year it had been done on 21st/22nd March, 2nd July and 11th 
September. When the contract was agreed the dates should have been March, 
June, August and November. Cllr. Charlett suggested that this year’s November 
work should be replaced by the additional work in the cemetery. Because of the 
poor weather this year, there was considerable vegetation growth between March 
and July. It was agreed to alter the schedule to March, May, July and September in 
2008.  

D. Costs of installation of the Flying Saucer- The Parish Council had won a piece 
of play equipment called a Flying Saucer from the Wicksteed Playscapes. It had 
been suggested that it should be installed in the Village Hall play ground. The 
Clerk and Cllr. Charlett met the representative of Wicksteed Playscapes to discuss 
the installation of the Flying Saucer on 7th November. He had confirmed that there 
was not enough room to install it in the Village Hall playground without moving 
the fencing, the swings and benches and litter bins. He was concerned about the 
access gates to the playground and the state of the safety surface. He was 
preparing a possible solution to the problem. It was agreed that as there was a 
review of the play areas the best solution was to store the equipment until a 
permanent site could be decided.  

E. Telecommunication Mast- The Clerk had an email on 12th October from the 
agent acting on behalf of T Mobile to say they were undergoing a national 
network re-evaluation and could not at this stage confirm whether or not they 
would be installing the mast on the Playfield Road Playing Field.  

F. Paddock Amenity Land-The work was completed on 6th November. Cllr. 
Johnston met the contractor on site to ensure they understood which areas were to 
be cut. 

G. Play Areas Working Group- There was an inaugural meeting on 16th October. 
The Terms of Reference were agreed and it was decided to undertake a site survey 
on 17th November and produce a questionnaire for the different groups in the 
village and the Kennington Chronicle after Christmas.  

H. Cow Lane-The Clerk had emailed Network Rail with a request for a meeting to 
discuss repairing the lane. The Clerk and Cllr. Charlett met a representative from 
Enterprise (formally Isis Accord) to show him Cow Lane on 7th November. He 
was going to produce a quotation for a 1.5m tarmac path from Kennington Road 
to the Otters Reach alley. In addition he was going to quote for scalpings to be 
laid to allow heavy vehicles to get to the railway line. Cllr. Charlett asked him 
also to quote for a lockable post or barrier/gate to be installed on the railway side 
of the Otters Reach alley to stop unauthorised access. 

I. Saturday Office- The Clerk and Cllr. Jennings attended the Parish Office on 
Saturday 3rd November 2007. There was a very good attendance probably due the 
St Swithun’s Church’s Christmas Market which was in the main hall. The items 
raised were as follows: 
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• Request to remove the traffic calming. 
• Problems with parking of commercial vehicles in Bagley Close and the 

parking on grass verges. 
• Three people raised the poor state of the pavement in Poplar Grove 

from Otters Reach to The Avenue. The Clerk would be contacting the 
Oxfordshire Highways. 

• The behaviour of the pupils waiting for the bus to Matthew Arnold at 
Manor Grove. They were kicking the bus shelter and running across 
the road in front of traffic.  

• The trees planted next to the west boundary in Forest Side playing field 
need their ties removing. The Clerk would attend to this. 

• Problems with the recycling lorry damaging trees in Kirk Close. The 
Clerk would contact the Vale. 

• Residents of The Paddock reporting that the stream between the 
Memorial Field and Radley Large Wood was getting blocked and there 
was a smell in the summer. The Clerk had contacted the secretary of 
the Memorial Field.  

• Pavement at 190 Upper Road needed repair as it had been damaged by 
tree roots. The Clerk would report it to Oxfordshire Highways.  

• Parking outside the Co-op. Cllr. Jennings had suggested putting 
railings in front of the shop to discourage casual parking. The Clerk 
would ask Oxfordshire Highways if this was possible. 

• Resident of Upper Road wanted to know if some trees in the verge 
could be removed as they were dying. He also suggested that the speed 
and volume of traffic in Upper Road was excessive and he thought a 
one way system in Upper Road involving Edward and Kenville Roads 
would solve the problem.  

J. Community Wood- Anthony Roberts, Oxford City Council’s Countryside 
Officer, had arranged an inaugural meeting of the Friends of Kennington 
Community Woodland on 26th November at 7.30pm at the Village Hall. Ann 
Coulter of Kennington WI Link informed the Clerk that they had held a coffee 
morning and raised about £130 for trees to be planted in the wood.  

K. Verge protection at St Swithun’s School-The Clerk had been contacted by 
telephone and at the Saturday Office by three families following her article in the 
Kennington Chronicle about the two options of oak posts or planting shrubs. Mr 
and Mrs Todd had written to offer to sponsor two posts and suggested that others 
would do so to reduce the cost to the parish. They were keen that work should be 
done as quickly as possible. One resident felt that if the verges were protected 
then more people will park in the main road which was more dangerous. Another 
resident had suggested as well as planting shrubs on the nearest one that the large 
verge between the two entrances to Grundy Crescent should be made into a car 
park. It was agreed that the discussion on whether or not to fund the posts would 
be made at the Finance Committee in January.  

L. Kennington Playing Fields Association-The Clerk had been in discussion with 
the Secretary of the Playing Fields Association, George Ross. The Association 
was allocated a grant of £8,500 this financial year. They had £120.35 available 
from the previous years grant. However excluding the cost of the fencing at 
£3,905.83, they had already over-spent their grant by £66.37 with four months 
remaining of the financial year. At their last meeting, the Association agreed to 
repay £2,000 of the £3,718 which was the insurance grant. In addition George had 
supplied details of two further projects on Forest Side that they were requesting 
help with as follows: 
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• Removal of the Green Shed at an estaimated cost of £700 
• Repairs and extension of the Car Park. The Association proposed two 

phases. The first was Phase 1 being to excavate the existing car park area, 
install new path edging and Tarmac the whole area.  Phase 2 being to 
construct a new adjoining overflow car park by laying some form of 
artificial cell tiles, which the grass grows through. The Playing Fields 
Association was now in the receipt of two quotations from local 
contractors for Phase 1, these being £8,870 and £10,800 plus VAT.  

The Association intended to seek Grant Aid for the project from the Vale of White 
Horse District Council but in the first instance they were asking if the Parish 
Council would support the plan financially. There was a long discussion about the 
financing of both the revenue and capital cost of the Playing Fields. It was felt it 
was vital to have the joint meeting between the two bodies. In addition if the shed 
was in a dangerous condition the Association should be instructed to remove it 
using their resources. The Clerk would arrange a meeting as a matter of urgency 
and inform the Association about the views on the green shed.  

M. Remembrance Day-There have been two meetings to discuss the arrangements 
for Sunday 11th November. The volunteers who were helping with the road 
closure and the distribution of the order of service met on 30th October. The Clerk 
and Cllr. Charlett met the vicar and two soldiers from Dalton Barracks on 7th 
November to go through the details of the parade. There would be about 35 
soldiers attending.  The vicar had asked if the Parish Council was prepared to 
offer the soldiers a grant for refreshments after the service. It was agreed that they 
would not agree to this request by seven votes to two with two abstentions. Pc 
Delaney would be present on the day. The Parish Council decided to donate £700 
to the Royal British Legion for the wreaths on a proposition by Cllr. Mrs 
Horseman seconded by Cllr. Johnston.   

 
3582. CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID 
A. South and Vale Carers Centre- Details of their AGM on 6th November at 

10.45am in Didcot and request for a grant aid. They have helped seven carers in 
the village in the last year. Cllr. Charlett said he had personal experience of the 
group and they had been very helpful and professional. It was agreed on a 
proposition by Cllr. Charlett seconded by Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers to give a grant and 
the amount of £150 was agreed on a proposition by Cllr. Charlett seconded by 
Cllr. Swaisland.  

B. Abingdon and District CAB-Letter requesting a grant. They had helped sixty 
five people from the parish in last year. It was agreed to support the organisation 
on a proposition by Cllr. Perkins seconded by Cllr. Ellis. Cllr. Auton and Cllr. 
Mason proposed £350 but this was amended by a proposition of £375 by Cllr. 
Charlett and Cllr. Perkins and agreed unanimously.  

C. Your Vale Your Future-Notification of a series of meetings on the Core Strategy 
of Local Development Framework and the Community Strategy. A report on the 
Community Strategy had been received. Consultation would be open until 31st 
December 2007. The Chairman explained that he and the Clerk and Cllr. Jennings 
and Cllr. Johnston had attended a meeting in Botley. It had been to get local 
people involved in the process. Cllr. Patterson explained that this was the 
beginning of the Local Development Framework which replaced the Local Plan.  

D. Draft Supplementary Planning Document and Strategy- The Vale had issued a 
consultation document on Open Space, Sport and Recreation. The deadline for a 
response was 14th December 2007. It was agreed that Cllr. Swaisland would look 
at the document and comment on behalf of the Parish Council.  
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E. Advertising signs- The Vale was proposing more enforcement and fines to 
discourage illegal advertising signs such as large banners, A-boards and fly 
posting. They had sent a press release and a booklet that explains which signs 
were exempt. There was a discussion about what that might mean to charitable 
and local events which had been used to producing ad hoc signage.  

F. Tree Felling-Details of the trees to be felled following the survey of trees in the 
highway verges. It included one of the recently planted ones in Forest Side. 

G. Rural Affordable Housing-Invitation to an event at Denman College on 16th 
November to learn more about affordable housing in villages. A letter had also 
been received from ORCC about how a housing needs survey could be organised 
by the Rural Housing enabler.  

H. Mrs Summers, Upper Road-Letter asking for the bus shelters at Kenville Road 
to be replaced with ones with seats. 

I. Kennington Methodist Church-Invitation to their church’s 40th Anniversary 
Service on 18th November at 6.30pm.  

J. Climate Change- Details of a series of speaker events in Oxfordshire.  
K. OALC- Details of the Winter General Meeting on 26th November 2007 at 

Stratfield Brake Pavilion, Kidlington. 
L. Root and Branch- Invitation to a public consultation meeting on their future on 

13th November at 10.30am. 
M. Thames Valley Police-Copies of the firework’s safety poster 
N. Oxfordshire 2007- Details of the winter programme celebrating a thousand years 

of Oxfordshire.  
O. Childline- Letter about fundraising using a ‘Pick a Pumpkin’ card. 
P. CPRE- Copy of their Oxfordshire Bulletin for autumn 2007. 
Q. Garden Waste Sacks- The Vale was discontinuing the green waste sacks which 

go to landfill for a more environmentally friendly method.  
R. OCC- Poster about childcare.  
S. Oxford City Council- Notice of the adoption of supplementary planning 

document on Telecommunications.  
T. Vale Community Safety- Copy of the newsletter for autumn 2007.  
U. Community Action Groups- Newsletter on waste reduction projects in 

Oxfordshire.  
V. Headway- Copy of their October newsletter.  
W. Brochures-SMP, S&C Slatter 
X. Mr Pollock, Kennington Road- He commented on the Clerk’s monthly article in 

the Kennington Chronicle that he felt no one should be cutting the highway verges 
outside their homes as they would not be licensed by the County Council. He had 
requested that his verge should be cut. The Chairman agreed to visit him to 
discuss his concerns.  

Y. ORCC-Details of two reviews in Oxfordshire. One was an update on the changes 
to the Post Office network which will be published on 5th February 2008. The 
other was the review of primary education.  

Z. Kennington United FC- Thank you letter for the grant aid.  
AA. SOS Sahel UK- Details of their fund raising African Christmas Concert in 

Christ Church Cathedral at 8pm on 14th December.  
BB. Clerks and Councils Direct- Magazine about Parish Council news stories.  
CC. Headway- Invitation to attend the Christmas Lunch on 19th December. 
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3583. FINANCIAL REPORT 
 
Statement of Bank Accounts as at 31st October 2007 –  
Community Account                                                                              £500.00
Business Premium Account.                                                                    TBC
Earmarked Funds £39,393.43
National Savings Investment Account                              £7,392.54
Charity Land B.P.A.                                                                                £169.52

 
Direct Debit 

Virgin Media 1st November 2007 
Internet and telephone charges 

£25.49 

 
Virgin Media 
The clerk queried the last monthly direct debit payment as it had increased to £55.75 
from an average of about £35. After a discussion with Virgin Media she was offered a 
reduction of £12.75 on the last bill and a new tariff that offers unlimited calls and 
broadband for £19.95 plus the voice mail service for £3.50.  
 
Half Year Budget Comparison 
The Clerk had nearly completed the inputting of this year’s financial information into 
the new software package. She had produced a half year budget comparison up to 
September 2007 for information and budget monitoring. It was agreed that the new 
format was very clear and that the budget should be monitored on a quarterly basis.  
 
The accounts for payment were agreed.  
 
Accounts paid between meetings 
Playing Fields Account 

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 
 

562 Thames Water Utilities Ltd 
Water for pavilion 9 July-9 Oct 

£82.54 LG (Misc. Prov.) Act 
1976 

 
Accounts to be paid 

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 
 

563 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Expenses for October 

£109.00 LGA 1972 

564 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Net Salary less Tax and NI October  

£952.84 LGA 1972 

565 Mr A Pope  
November Wages less tax 
Gross wages 5 weeks @ £49.98 

£195.12 LGA 1972 

566 HM Revenue and Customs 
Clerk’s and Village Warden’s tax and NI 

£376.75 LGA 1972 

567 Berinsfield Community Business 
Cemetery and Village maintenance 

£720.01 LGA 1972 

568 OPFA 
Subscription 

£50.00 LGA 1972 

569 Mr M Holland 
Travelling Expenses and Photocopying 
28 miles Didcot @44.2p per mile £12.38 
40 miles Wantage@ 47.2p per mile £18.88 inc 
passenger 
Photocopying £4.23 

£35.49 LGA 1972 
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572 Kennington Village Hall 
Hire of Rooms 

£50.25 LGA 1972 

573 Isis Accord  
Forest Side Grass Cutting 5/10 & 24/10 

£151.36 LG (Misc. Prov.) Act 
1976 

574 Isis Accord  
Verge Cutting 5/10  

£330.62 Highways Act 1980 

575 Mrs P Johnston 
Postage 

£12.02 LGA 1972 

579 Ringrose Tree Surgery Ltd 
Tree work at The Paddock Amenity land 

£564.00 LGA 1972 

580 Berinsfield Community Business 
Grass cutting Cemetery and play areas 

£396.11 LGA 1972 

577 Royal British Legion 
Donation towards Remembrance Day wreaths 

£700.00 LGA 1972 
S137 

 
From Playing Fields Account  

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 

570 Avoncrop Amenity Products 
AA Wetline 

£94.01 LG (Misc. Prov.) Act 
1976 

571 British Gas Business 
Gas supply for pavilion Playfield Road 

£26.37 LG (Misc. Prov.) Act 
1976 

576 Isis Accord  
Playfield Road Grass Cutting 5/10 & 24/10 

£186.83 LG (Misc. Prov.) Act 
1976 

578 Isis Accord 
Installation of Fence at Playfield Road 

£4,589.35 LG (Misc. Prov.) Act 
1976 

 
 
3584. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
The minutes of the planning committee on 2nd and 23rd October 2007 were noted.  
 
3585. REPORTS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
Kennington Youth Club- Cllr. Charlett had attended the last meeting of the 
management committee to meet Robert Evans of Matrix. Matrix was the name of the 
County Council Youth Service that provided leaders for the club. Cllr. Charlett said 
that Matrix had done a lot of redecoration work on the building but he felt that they 
had not communicated well with the management committee on the changes. He had 
explained the Parish Council position that they felt that they could not fund an 
organisation that met only once a week. Matrix had suggested that it would cost 
£3,000 to open for an extra night. It was agreed to consider any request for funding at 
the January Finance meeting. The club would need to provide details of the 
attendance and membership figures.  
 
3586. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 
Cllr. Baggott – He had noted seven cars parked on the pavement outside the village 
hall.  
Cllr. Mrs. Horseman- She wanted to report the weeds on the footpaths in Meadow 
View Road. 
Cllr. Swaisland- He was still concerned that there was only a temporary cover over 
the manhole in Sandford Lane. He was pleased that the footpath had been repaired in 
The Avenue. He reported that he had been accepted on the Vale’s Remuneration 
Panel.  
Cllr. Ellis- He reported that the Small World Nursery were erecting a fence along the 
path to the Playing Field and seemed to be encroaching on Parish Council land. It was 
agreed to arrange a site meeting. He said that on Halloween night someone had 
thrown a missile at his windows which was difficult to remove.  
Cllr. Mason- He said he had called the police when five people had been at a party in 
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Village Hall caused vandalism in Upper Road. The police had attended quickly and 
the minibus that the people had used to get out of the village had been noted. Cllr. 
Mason would let the Chairman have the crime number so he could follow it up at the 
Neighbourhood Action Group meeting. 
Cllr. Auton- He mentioned that manhole covers and street furniture were being stolen 
for their scrap metal value. This had caused accidents to motorcyclists.  
Cllr. Patterson- He was concerned that there was more graffiti on the by-pass bridge. 
He had not been pleased by the standard of the removal of the earlier incident. Cllr. 
Johnston said they were still discussing with other District Councils a joint scheme to 
purchase the equipment needed to offer a service to Parish Councils.  
Cllr. Charlett- He had been pleased to see the trees cut back along Sandford Lane. 
He was concerned that the lane near the river was in poor condition and very muddy 
and the raised walkway was hazardous. The Clerk said it had been reported and the 
walkway was the responsibility of the bridges section of Oxfordshire Highways. They 
had limited resources to do anything other than minor repairs to the hand rail.  
 
3587. REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Cllr. Johnston said that the County Council were reviewing subsidised bus services. 
One of the subsidised services serving Bagley Wood Sawmill was to be withdrawn 
but there would be a new commercial service from Oxford to Wantage run by 
Stagecoach which would replace it. He believed that there was likely to be reduced 
support for rural buses but he had not received detailed confirmation of his request for 
more information so could not confirm that. He said that the County Council would 
not qualify for additional funding from central government to cover the cost of the 
damage to County infrastructure caused by the floods. In addition it is estimated that 
the County Council will loose about £1.4 million revenue from the Council Tax 
because of the large number of empty properties undergoing repair. At the last County 
Council meeting a motion had been agreed to investigate if the finance could be found 
in next year’s budget to re-instate weed spraying on county roads.  
   
3588. REPORT OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Cllr. Patterson reported that the deadline for people to claim £250 towards the cost of 
the clear up from the floods had passed on 31st October. There had been 700 claims in 
the Vale. It was estimated that about 1000 households had been eligible. Therefore 
there was £70,000 left of the government grant and this would be spent on flood 
prevention. There is a shortfall of £150,000 on the Council Tax collected in the Vale 
because of the empty properties of which 80% would have gone to the County and 
8% to the Vale. Michael Pitt of the Cabinet Office was due to visit Oxfordshire but 
had to cancel as he had to prepare his report on flooding for the Government earlier 
than expected. There was to be a distribution of £120 million money from Europe 
which was likely to go to the Counties. Cllr. Patterson reported on the decision 
timetable for the purchase of the Old Gaol in Abingdon. The shortlist was prepared 
after the final deadline for bidders on 22nd October. There were to be presentations to 
members on 15th November and Full Council, at their meeting on 4th December, 
would consider the recommendations and advise the Executive. The Executive would 
make the final decision on the preferred bidder on 7th December. There would then 
follow negotiations on the heads of terms. Once these were agreed and signed it 
would cease to be commercially confidential and the successful bidder would be made 
public.  
Meeting Closed – 9.11pm   
 
Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


