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KENNINGTON                                       Minutes of the Meeting held on 
PARISH COUNCIL Thursday 9th October 2008 at 7.30 pm 
OXFORDSHIRE                                in Rooms 2/3 of the Village Centre  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Cllr. Biggs in the chair 
Present:  
Cllr. Ellis  
Cllr. Mrs. Horseman 
Cllr. Johnston  

Cllr. Mason 
Cllr. Patterson 
Cllr. Swaisland 

In Attendance:  Mrs. P. Johnston (Clerk) and one member of the public and one 
member of the press.  
 
The Chairman wanted to record the members’ good wishes to Cllr. Perkins, the 
longest serving member of the Parish Council, who was recovering in hospital from a 
fall.   
 
3713. MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
There were no matters raised.  
 
3714. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
Cllr. Auton, Cllr. Baggott, Cllr. Charlett, Cllr. Holland, Cllr. Jennings, Cllr. Perkins 
and Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers 
 
3715. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 
3716. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
The minutes of the meeting on 11th September 2008 were approved and signed as a 
correct record.  
 
3717. DRAFT SOUTH EAST PLAN 
The document was considered by the members of the Parish Council. It was agreed 
that the Parish Council would oppose the proposal to have a selective review of the 
Green Belt. It was concerned that if this review was unable to accommodate the 
development south of Grenoble Road in South Oxfordshire there would be a wider 
review of the Oxford Green Belt to include land in the Vale. Cllr. Patterson agreed to 
supply the comments of the Vale of White Horse District Council to assist the Clerk 
with the response.  
 
3718. REPORT OF THE CLERK 
A. Freedom of Information – The Clerk had received details of the new model 

publication scheme from the National Association of Local Councils. It was 
necessary to either approve this model without alteration by 31st December 2008 
or to get approval if the scheme removed information from the model scheme. It 
was suggested that the Parish Council pass a resolution to confirm acceptance of 
the model scheme. This resolution did not need to be reported to the Information 
Commissioner unlike the previous scheme. In addition the “Guide to Proactively 
Published Information” had to be completed. This was a more complex task as it 
involved looking at the pro-forma guide provided by the Information Commission 
and deciding if the Parish Council held that information and in what form. Once 
the guide was completed it must be publicised on a notice board or the village web 
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site. It was agreed that the Clerk in consultation with Cllr. Swaisland would 
produce a draft guide for consideration by the Parish Council and the adoption of 
the model scheme was postponed to the next meeting.  

B. Remembrance Day, Sunday 9th November – The Clerk had been in contact with 
the Vale and it had granted another road closure for the Remembrance Day 
parade. She had also had a meeting with two soldiers from Dalton Barracks who 
would be arranging for a group of soldiers to attend the parade. They spent an 
hour walking the route and discussing the details of the parade. There would be a 
meeting of the road closure marshals, representative from Dalton Barracks and 
leaders of the uniformed groups and church on 28th October at 7.30pm in the 
Village Hall. The Parish Council agreed on a proposition by Cllr. Mrs Horseman 
seconded by Cllr. Johnston to donate £750 to the Royal British Legion for the 
wreaths.   

C. Forest Side Tree Work- The Clerk had a meeting with another tree surgeon on 
6th October to obtain a quotation for the work to the trees along the boundary at 
Forest Side. She had written to St John’s College, via their agent Savills, asking 
for assistance with the work.  

D. Bus Shelters- The Clerk met the representative from Queensbury Shelters on 12th 
September. He confirmed that the shelter already manufactured could be installed 
at the Sandford Lane stop. This was arranged for 3rd October. The Clerk 
confirmed the order for the other two shelters as agreed at the last meeting for the 
cost of £6,253.00. They would be installed in December. D & N Building 
Contractors were asked to remove the shelters at the Sandford Lane end ready for 
the installation of the shelter in October. Once the last shelters were in place the 
Clerk would arrange for a quotation for the resurfacing of the tarmac under some 
of the shelters.  

E. Highway Matters- The Clerk had reported the blocked drain cover in Bagley 
Wood Road. She had also reported the street lights which were out in Meadow 
View Road and had been informed by the County Council that it was an electrical 
fault which would require the electricity company to do work which would take 
longer than usual.  

F. Memorial Field- The Chairman had been informed that the grant applications 
made by the Memorial Field Committee had been successful and they were able to 
go ahead with the hedge laying project. The Clerk had received a written request 
to release the grant of £500 which was agreed at the December 2007 meeting. The 
Chairman said that it would be an excellent project as they had obtained the 
services of an award winning hedge layer.  

G. Play Policy- The Clerk attended a seminar on 8th October on the topic of 
developing a play policy. The seminar was very stimulating. It challenged the idea 
that all play equipment must have large safety surfaces and that there should be a 
move away from playgrounds full of equipment to more natural play areas. The 
County Council would be looking at schemes that embrace this idea and had 
adopted a Play Policy when they were allocating their Playbuilder funding. The 
Clerk suggested that the ideas were considered at the next Play Areas Working 
Group meeting. This was agreed.  

H. Dates for 2009- The dates for meetings in 2009 were approved by the Parish 
Council.  

I. 137 Upper Road- The Clerk obtained the address of the owner of this property 
which was on the corner of Rowles Close. She had made contact and been assured 
that vegetation crossing the pavement would be removed. This had now been 
done.  

J. Sandford Lane Industrial Estate- The Clerk had received an email for the owner 
of the freehold following her letter and he was willing to meet the Chairman and 
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Vice-chairman to discuss if anything can be done to improve the traffic speeds 
and the turning of large vehicles in Sandford Lane as well as the litter problems.  

K. Saturday Office- On 4th October, Cllr. Mason and the Clerk had five callers. One 
resident wanted to enquire about getting a dead Elm removed from the highway 
verge outside his property in The Avenue. As a response to the article in 
Kennington Chronicle about Octabus, a resident spoke of her very positive 
experience of using it when she was not very mobile and how it had helped her get 
out of the house and visit the shops in Oxford.  One resident reported that the road 
surface at the north end of Kennington Road needed repairing. One resident asked 
when the verge grass cutting ended as she wanted to plant some bulbs and another 
asked about planting at Kendall Copse. The Parish Council received an award of 
£100 from the Calor Village of the Year Competition for the Saturday Office on 
8th October.  

L. BMX Track- The Clerk received an email from the Vale about a request by a 
group of young BMX bikers in the village who would like some facilities in 
Forest Side to practise their skills. The Clerk contacted one of them and three boys 
came round to see the Clerk and explain their ideas. A further meeting had been 
arranged for 10th October with the Chairman and Vice-chairman and the boys.  
  

3719. CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID 
A. Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association- Invitation to AGM on 23rd October 

2008 and copy of their Annual Report. 
B. Oxfordshire Rural Community Council- Invitation to AGM on 8th October 

2008. The Chairman and Clerk attended with Mrs Biggs and Mrs Boyne as they 
would be presented with the cheque for £100 as prize in the Calor Oxfordshire 
Villages of the Year Competition.  

C. Vale of White Horse District Council- Questionnaire on the operation of the 
Ethical Framework. This was completed at the meeting. Copy of Vale Views and 
Supplementary Planning Guidance on Open Space, Sport and Recreation Future 
Provision. Letter about the launch of a new youth magazine. Letter about the 
review of the Statement of Community Involvement and asking for any comments 
by 26th October. Copy of the Vale Community Safety newsletter. Poster 
advertising Homebuyers’ Day on Wednesday 22nd October from 3-8pm at 
Abingdon Guildhall. Invitation to an exhibition on 15th and 16th October 2008 
about SEERA’s proposals for Gypsy’s and Travellers’ Sites. Cllr. Patterson gave 
details about the options for additional traveller pitches in the Vale.  

D. Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils- Copy of the 2nd Edition of their 
Update for Members including details of the new model Publication Scheme for 
the Freedom of Information Act. Letter from the President about the need to 
strengthen the role of the Parish Transport Representatives. Cllr. Mason and Cllr. 
Jennings undertake that role.  

E. Communities and Local Government- Consultation document on making and 
enforcing byelaws. Comments were needed by 20th November. It was decided not 
to comment.   

F. Soldiers of Oxfordshire- Details of the organisation that was trying to set up a 
military museum in Oxfordshire. Details of an exhibition in Woodstock Museum 
starting on 25th October until June 2009 on the theme of Part Time Defenders.  

G. Friends of Kennington Library- Thank you letter for grant aid.  
H. Oxfordshire County Council- Copy of the guide to Road Safety 2008/9. 
I. Volunteer Centre- Copy of poster advertising for volunteers. 
J. Standards Board- Copy of their newsletter.  
K. BBOWT- Copy of their Wildlife Diary and magazine and AGM and Conference 

on 8th November 2008.  
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L. Brochures- Sutcliffe Play, Browns Groundcare Hire, Festive News, SMP, 
Technical Surfaces, Turney Groundforce, Shaws, Arbocare. 

M. Helen and Douglas House- Copy of newsletter and Christmas Catalogue.  
N. Oxfordshire PCT- Copies of a survey form and poster on Mental Well Being.  
O. CPRE- Letter and leaflet on light pollution asking the Parish Council to take a 

series of actions to reduce the impact of street lighting. Cllr. Mason undertook to 
look at the information.  

P. Mr and Mrs Gardiner, The Paddock- Letter requesting help in stopping weeds 
encroaching into their garden from the Paddock Amenity Land. It was agreed that 
the Clerk and Cllr. Johnston would make a visit to look at the problem.  

 
 
3720. FINANCIAL REPORT AND ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

 
Statement of Bank Accounts as at 30th September 2008 –  
Community Account                                                                              £500.00
Business Premium Account.                                                                    £8,560.31
Earmarked Funds Account £51,246.00
National Savings Investment Account                              £7,679.15

Sub total £67,985.46
Less outstanding cheques 0

Charity Land B.P.A.                                                                                £179.23
 
External Audit 
The Clerk had received a letter from the auditor that they required additional 
information before they could complete the audit. One of the questions they asked 
was an explanation of the significant difference in the debtors which had never been 
queried before. The variation in the debtors related to the amount of VAT to be 
claimed in each year which could go up or down depending on the type and quantity 
of purchases made in a year. They also said that the bank reconciliation was not 
included but it was. They were also querying the level of the fidelity guarantee 
insurance.  The deadline for supplying this information was 16th October after that 
date they would levy an additional charge. The Clerk contacted them as a matter of 
urgency to discuss these matters.  
 
The financial report and accounts for payment were agreed on a proposition by Cllr. 
Patterson seconded by Cllr. Swaisland.  
 
Accounts in credit 

Virgin Media September 2008 
Internet and telephone charges -credit 
(Includes credit for un-delivered router/usb card) 

-£4.14 

 
Payments Received 

ORCC 
Prize money from Village of the Year Competition 

£100.00 

 
Accounts to be paid 

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 
 

775 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Expenses for September 

£111.29 LGA 1972 

776 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Net Salary September  less Tax  
No NI for Clerk as had reached retirement age 

£968.95 LGA 1972 



 

Page 184 

777 Mr A Pope  
October Wages less tax 
Gross wages  
4weeks litter collection @ £51.03 per week 
4weeks watering baskets 8 hours @ £7.29 per 
hour 

£209.84 LGA 1972 

778 HM Revenue and Customs 
Clerk’s and Village Warden’s tax and 
Employer’s NI 

£384.13 LGA 1972 

779 Kennington Village Hall 
Hire of rooms  

£85.10 LGA 1972 

780 N Paddick 
Cleaning bus shelters 

£19.50 PC Act 1957 

781 D & N Building Contractors 
Removal and disposal of two bus shelters 

£440.00 PC Act 1957 

782 Greenthumb 
War Memorial grass treatment 

£50.00 War Memorials Act 
1923 extended by 

LGA 1948 
783 Ringrose Tree Services 

Pruning field maple trees at War Memorial  
£70.50 War Memorials Act 

1923 extended by 
LGA 1948 

784 Public Works Loan Account 
Loan for Village Hall 

£2,201.35 LGA 1972 

785 Vale of White Horse District Council 
Servicing dog waste bins 

£292.36 Litter Act 1983 

786 Oxfordshire Association for the Blind 
Grant Aid 

£100.00 LGA 1972 
S137 

787 Thames Valley & Chiltern Air Ambulance 
Trust 
Grant Aid 

£250.00 LGA 1972 
S137 

788 Kennington Memorial Field Committee 
Grant Aid 

£500.00 LGA 1972 
S137 

789 Kennington Methodist Church 
Hire of Church Hall for public meeting re 
Fairtrade  

£15.00 LGA 1972 
S137 

790 Queensbury Shelters Ltd 
Bus Shelter and installation 

£4,588.38 PC Act 1957 

791 Enterprise 
Verge cutting 18/09 

£338.88 Highways Act 1980 

792 Enterprise 
Grass cutting 04/09 and 18/09 

£155.15 LG (Misc. Prov.) Act 
1976 

 
From Playing Field Account 

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 
 

793 Enterprise 
Grass cutting Playfield Road 04/09 and 18/09 

£191.50 LG (Misc. Prov.) Act 
1976 

 
3721. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
The minutes of the planning committee on 5th August and 2nd September 2008 were 
noted.  
 
3722. REPORTS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
Kennington Playing Fields Association- Cllr. Johnston reported that the green shed 
had been demolished. He said that there had been problem with the electrical wiring 
in the pavilion at Playfield Road. 
Friends of Kennington Library- Cllr. Swaisland reported that Rosemary Aldgate 
was the new secretary to the group.  
Fairtrade Steering Group- Cllr. Mason said that the last meeting of the steering 
group had not been well attended. It had been agreed more publicity was needed and 
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he had written an article for the Kennington Chronicle. The group intended to target 
individuals within the village. The local manager of the Coop had been invited to get 
involved and had agreed. There was to be another meeting on 10th November.  
3723. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 
Cllr. Patterson- He wanted to report the uneven surface left by the contractor who 
did an emergency repair to the water pipes in Edward Road. The Clerk would ask 
Oxfordshire Highways to get it re-instated.  
Cllr. Ellis- He reported that he had been approached by Mr Reed of St Swithun’s 
Road who had suffered from graffiti on his wall. It had been reported to the police. He 
said that he hoped the fallen trees in the Memorial Field would be removed as the 
problem had been reported to the Memorial Field Committee. He had been 
approached by a resident of Meadow View Road about the street lights. The Clerk 
said the problem had been reported. Oxfordshire Highways had asked the electricity 
company to do the repair which would take more time. Cllr. Ellis said that the 
pavement outside his house needed repair. The Clerk would report this problem.  
Cllr. Mason – He said there was a lot of graffiti in the village especially on the 
footbridge over the railway. He said that the railings at Beaumont Court were still 
unpainted.  
Cllr. Swaisland- He asked that the Clerk contact someone from the County Council 
to look at the damage in Manor Grove to the pavement and drive which could be 
being caused by tree roots. He noted that the Real Time Displays at the Manor Grove 
stop had been placed facing in the wrong direction as they were difficult to read when 
the sun was low in the sky.  
Cllr. Biggs- He reported back on his meeting with Mr Thomas of Meadow View 
Road. They had looked at the land by the railway as a potential play area but it was 
felt to be unsuitable. He said he had also investigated a query from an allotment 
holder who wanted to know who owned the land near the allotments off Redbridge 
Hollow. It was Oxford City land and was rented. The leaseholder had agreed to check 
the fences as cattle were in a field and they might escape because of poor fencing. 
Cllr. Biggs wanted an old post removed from the pavement outside 12 The Avenue. 
The Clerk would ask Oxfordshire Highways to remove it.  
 
The Clerk gave a report from Cllr. Charlett about his meeting with the resident of 
Edward Road who owned the tree overhanging footpath No 2. The resident did not 
wish to cut back the tree but was happy to remove any fallen fruit on the path. It was 
agreed that no further action would be taken.  
 
3724. REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Cllr. Johnston reported on the recent problems with banks in Iceland. He said that the 
County Council had £5 million in one of the banks which could not be accessed 
because of the banking crisis. This represented about a third of the balances. There 
was uncertainty about whether or not the Government would guarantee local authority 
funds. He was concerned about the poor response to queries relating to Highway 
problems. On further investigation he had found that there were forty vacancies in the 
technical team which was 12% of the establishment. He had suggested that a market 
premium be paid to attract recruits but this had been rejected by the ruling group.  
 
3725. REPORT OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Cllr. Patterson expanded on Cllr. Johnston’s report on the Icelandic banks. He said the 
District Councils had the following amounts at risk: Vale had £1 million, West 
Oxfordshire had £9.5 million and South Oxfordshire had £2.5 million. This money 
was in limbo as public bodies had no protection for their funds. He explained that all 
councils had large balances that came in early in the year from Council Tax. This 
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money had to be kept somewhere where it would earn interest for the benefit of the 
community but would be available easily to pay for the running of a council. Press 
reports that this money was mismanaged was inaccurate as the banks had been triple 
A rated before they crashed. If the money was lost it would mean there was a shortfall 
in the income of the councils which would have to be made up by Council Tax or 
savings from services. He went on to report that the new joint Chief Executive for the 
Vale and South Oxfordshire, David Buckle, had taken up his post. He was working 
with councillors on the appointment of three Strategic Directors from the four in post. 
This would take place before the end of the year. At the start of 2009, the final part of 
the senior management team would be in place when eight operational directors 
would replace the fourteen in post at present. He said that the salary costs for senior 
posts had been £2 million before re-organisation and after it was complete it would be 
£1.25 million producing a saving of £750,000 a year shared between the two councils. 
He believed this change would have other benefits as it would allow good managers 
to be appointed who would have a more strategic overview.  
 
Cllr. Jennings had sent his apologies so there was no report from him.  

 
3726. ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AT THE NEXT MEETING 
• Cllr. Mason wanted to discuss his view of Planning and Parish Plans. He felt the 

Parish Council needed to be less re-active to development in the village.  
• Cllr. Patterson wanted to discuss the policy on flying the Union Flag on the 

Village Hall flagpole. He felt the Union Flag should be flown every day.  
• Cllr. Patterson wanted to discuss adding the Parish Council’s name to the new bus 

shelters in a similar way to the ones in Kidlington. He felt that residents did not 
know the Parish Council was responsible for this investment in village amenities.   
 

Meeting Closed – 8.55pm   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


