
Page 262 

                                                                                                                                                                         
KENNINGTON                                       Minutes of the Meeting held on 
PARISH COUNCIL Thursday 8th October at 7.30 pm 
OXFORDSHIRE                                in Kennington Village Hall 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Cllr. Biggs in the chair 
Present:  
Cllr. Baggott  
Cllr. Charlett  
Cllr. Ellis  
Cllr. Holland 

Cllr. Johnston  
Cllr. Mason 
Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers

 
In Attendance:  Mrs. P. Johnston (Clerk) 
 
3882. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
There were no items raised.  
 
3883. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
Apologies were received from Cllr. Cobb, Cllr. Mrs. Horseman, Cllr. Jennings, Cllr. 
Patterson, Cllr. Perkins, Cllr. Swaisland and County Councillor Arash Fatemian 
 
3884. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest.  
  
3885. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
The minutes of the meeting on 10th September 2009 were approved and signed as a 
correct record. 
 
3886. GRASS CUTTING CONTRACTS 
The Clerk gave a brief overview of the two main contracts for grass cutting of the 
Highway Verges and the Cemetery and the Playing Fields with Enterprise and 
Berinsfield Community Business. It was agreed that a group of members would form 
a working group to look at the contracts and suggest amendments to the specification 
with a view of inviting tenders in 2010. The members to be part of the group would be 
Cllrs. Baggott, Biggs, Charlett, Ellis and Johnston. They would meet on 11th 
November at 7pm in the Village Hall.  

 
3887. REPORT OF THE CLERK 
 

A. Playbuilder Project- Following the clearance of the site by volunteers on 5th 
September, the dry stone wall contractor started on site the following week. It 
was expected that he would be working until mid October. Once the wall was 
complete the main contract for the installation of the play equipment and the 
landscaping of the site would begin with an estimated completion date of mid 
December. The contract had been signed with TCL Landscapes Limited. An 
application for a further £18,941 had been made to the Aiming High County 
Council grant giving body. A display of the plans and pictures of the play 
equipment had been put up in the Village Hall. Cllr. Holland was concerned 
that the grass between the two new walls was worn. The Clerk said they would 
be repairing the surface. Cllr. Baggott hoped the BMX track would soon be 
installed as St Swithun’s Church grounds were being used by the young BMX 
bikers and he could put the Clerk in touch with some of the boys involved who 
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would help to design it.  
B. Protection of Verges in The Avenue- There had been no response to the 

request for a quotation from Enterprise despite numerous telephone calls. The 
Clerk would invite two other contractors to quote for the work. Cllr. Ellis 
hoped the posts would allow the grass cutting machinery to access the verge.  

C. Post Boxes-The work had not been done yet. The Clerk had emailing Royal 
Mail asking for a start date.  

D. Surface Water on Roads- There had been no contact about this issue. 
E. Remembrance Day- The Clerk had found a contact at Dalton Barracks and 

she was arranging to meet them on site to walk through the parade. It was 
agreed to pay for refreshments at the Social Club up to £100 for the troops and 
to purchase hi-visibility waistcoats for the marshals at the cost of £8 each on a 
proposition by Cllr. Holland seconded by Cllr. Johnston.  

F. Highway Matters- The Clerk was writing to the County Highway department 
about the footpath from Otters Reach to The Avenue in Poplar Grove which 
had been promised to be repaired over two years ago and the damaged 
roadway surface in Bagley Close caused by a car fire over three years ago. 

G. Saturday Office- There were no enquiries at the Saturday Office.  
H. SLCC Annual Conference- The Clerk would be attending as a day delegate 

the SLCC Annual Conference at a cost of £30 on 24th October in Daventry.  
I. Kennington Youth Club- The Clerk had a call from Paul Lawrence of 

OAYP. He updated her with the progress on re-opening the Youth Club. Paul 
would be working with Dennis Robins to make an application for funds to 
provide a paid leader. Paul had approached Ruskin College to see if there were 
any students or graduates who might be interested in leading the club. The 
interest in the project locally had been very disappointing with poor 
attendance at the last two meetings but Paul was going to speak to the young 
people at St Swithun’s primary school and he hoped their parents might get 
involved in a club for the younger age group. Cllr. Ellis asked what would 
happen to the club building if it was not used as a Youth Club as he was 
concerned about the future use by the Kennington (Oxford) Band. Cllr. 
Charlett said there were no plans for other uses despite village rumours as the 
Youth Club Management Committee had a lease to use the building as a 
resource for young people. If the lease was relinquished, it would revert to the 
King George’s Field Charity managed by the Village Hall Management 
Committee.  

 
3888. CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUESTS FOR GRANT AID 
A. Keen- A letter had been received from this charity which works with young 

people with special needs. It provided sporting and recreational activities. They 
were requesting financial support. It was agreed to offer a grant on a proposition 
by Cllr. Johnston seconded by Cllr. Charlett. As the policy was to offer a token 
grant of £25 to county based charities this was proposed by Cllr. Charlett 
seconded by Cllr. Johnston and agreed unanimously.  

B. Oxfordshire County Council- Letter inviting the Parish Council to book the 
Road Safety Team’s Mobile Information Unit for use at fetes and other 
community events. It was felt this might be useful for the large fetes in the village.  

C. Friends of Kennington Library- Thank you letter for the grant aid. 
D. Root and Branch- Thank you letter for the grant aid. 
E. OPFA- Details of their AGM on 21st October at 7.30pm in Islip Village Hall.  
F. OALC- Copy of the members’ newsletter Update.  
G. River Thames Society- Copy of their magazine Thames Guardian.  
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H. RBS Software Solutions- Notification of increase in fees for Alpha software 
support from £79 to £89.  

I. Brochures- Wicksteeds, Komplay, Festive Lighting Company, Timberline. 
J. Small World Nursery- The Clerk had received an email from the Small World 

Nursery about the need for them to renew their signage. They would appreciate 
the views of the members of the Parish Council about their proposals which would 
include a directional sign from the Abingdon/Oxford Road along Bagley Wood 
Road. The members agreed they had no concerns with the ideas suggested 
however they did not like the colour scheme. They asked the Clerk to reply and 
request that a green background with white lettering similar to that used on the 
sign at the Cemetery in Sandford Lane was used.  

K. Vale of White Horse District Council- Invitation to a flood action group 
workshop on 29th October between 6pm and 8pm in the Guildhall Abingdon.  

L. Oxfordshire County Council- An email letter had been received about the 
upgrading of two bus stops with new markings at Hinksey Hill top and Bagley 
Wood Sawmill.  

M. Thames Valley Police- Newsletter from the Rural Abingdon Neighbourhood and 
copies of posters for Halloween and Bonfire night.  

N. Helen and Douglas House- Copy of their newsletter and Christmas Catalogue.  
O. NHS Oxfordshire- Copy of their newsletter HealthNews.  

 
3889. FINANCIAL REPORT AND ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
External Audit 
The Clerk had received notification from BDO Stoy Hayward the external auditor, 
that there were no matters they wished to highlight. It was agreed on a proposition by 
Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers seconded by Cllr. Ellis that the Parish Council approved and 
accepted the annual return.  
 
Statement of Bank Accounts as at 30th September 2009 
Community Account                                                                              £500.00
Business Premium Account.                                                                    £63,350.08
Earmarked Funds Account £31,540.52
National Savings Investment Account                              £7,920.47

Sub total £103,311.07
Less outstanding cheques £1,029.91

Total £102,281.16
Charity Land B.P.A.                                                                                £167.25

 
Payments Received 

Metal Salvage Limited 
Scrap iron from Playfield Road Play Area 

£70.00 

 
Direct Debit 

Virgin Media 
Telephone and Internet -October 

£39.90 

 
On a proposition by Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers seconded by Cllr. Mason the financial report 
and accounts for payment were agreed.  
 
Accounts paid between meetings 

Cheque No. 
105… 

   Power to Act 
 

016 Mrs P Johnston 
Postage Stamps 

£21.24 LGA 1972 
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Accounts to be paid this month 

Cheque No. 
105… 

   Power to Act 
 

017 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Expenses for September 

£114.66 LGA 1972 

018 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s salary for September less tax 

£992.42 LGA 1972 

019 HM Revenue and Customs 
Clerk’s and Warden’s Tax and Employers NI 

£399.84 LGA 1972 
 

020 Mr A Pope  
Wages less tax for October 
Gross wages 4 weeks litter collection @ 
£52.50 per week 
8 hours flower basket watering @ £7.50 per 
hour 

£216.00 LGA 1972 
 

021 Public Works Loan Board 
Village Hall loan repayment 

£2,201.35 LGA 1972 

022 S C Belcher 
Removal of waste from Playfield Road Play 
Area 

£448.50 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

023 BDO Stoy Hayward LLP 
External Audit Fee   

£460.00 LGA 1972 

024 Mrs P Johnston 
Antivirus software annual subscription £61.48 
and postage £13.23 

£74.71  

025 Kennington Cricket Club 
Grant aid 

£1,000.00 LGA 1972 
S137 

026 Multiple Sclerosis Therapy Centre 
Grant Aid 

£100.00 LGA 1972 
S137 

027 Oxfordshire Community and Voluntary Action 
Grant Aid 

£50.00 LGA 1972 
S137 

028 Friends of St Swithun’s School 
Grant Aid 

£150.00 LGA 1972 
S137 

029 Kennington Village Hall 
Hire of rooms 

£54.30 LGA 1972 

030 Enterprise 
Highway Verge Cutting 1 cut September 

£331.67 LGA 1972 

031 Enterprise 
Forest Side Grass Cutting 1 cut September 

£75.92 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

035 Berinsfield Community Business 
Grass cutting Cemetery and Play Area 

£415.28 LGA 1972 

 
From Playing Fields Account 

Cheque No. 
105… 

   Power to Act 
 

032 Monro South 
Pitchmaker 

£119.37 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

033 Kevin Summersbee 
Supply new lock to Forest Side pavilion 

£109.25 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

034 Enterprise 
Playfield Road Grass Cutting 1 cut September 

£93.71 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

036 Avoncrop Amenity Products 
Grass Seed 

£256.19 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

037 Lister Wilder 
Repair to tractor 

£174.51 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

038 Kevin Summersbee 
Padlock and Guttering at Forest Side pavilion 

£1,633.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

 
The Clerk had informed the Treasurer of the Kennington Playing Fields Association 
that they had over spent their grant of £10,000 by £256.27. It was agreed on a 
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proposition by Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers seconded by Cllr. Ellis that the Association should 
be asked to use their own resources to pay any remaining bills until the end of March. 
The Chairman asked that they be reminded that it was usual for the Association to pay 
for their own insurance.  
 
3890. PLANNING  
The minutes of the Planning Committee on 1st September 2009 were noted. 
 
3891. REPORTS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
St Swithun’s Church Parochial Church Council- Cllr. Baggott explained the 
investigation that he had undertaken to find out who had damaged the cemetery gate. 
It was unlikely to have been the undertaker as the dates he visited did not match when 
it was noted it was damaged and it was more likely to be a lorry or a car turning in the 
entrance. The PCC had an excess on their insurance policy which meant it could not 
claim for the cost of the repair. The members regretted that there was no way to cover 
the costs.  
Kennington Playing Fields Association-Cllr. Johnston explained that they had 
specialist weed killing done to remove plantain on the field at Playfield Road. This 
had been successful and would be repeated next March on the Forest Side field. He 
explained that there had been an expensive repair to the pavilion at Forest Side as 
water was leaking into the building and it was difficult to find someone to do the work 
before winter.  
Kennington 4 Fairtrade- Cllr. Mason asked if the grant that had been allocated to 
the group could be paid to them as they had now set up a bank account. It was agreed 
to defer this to the next meeting. The group would be having a coffee morning on 7th 
November in St Swithun’s Church Hall. He reported that he had been to see Jill 
Evans, the Head Teacher at St Swithun’s School who was enthusiastic about using 
Fairtrade ideas within the curriculum.  
 
3892. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 
Cllr. Mason- He asked if it was possible to request the County Council to remove the 
mini roundabouts in Kennington Road and The Avenue as they were dangerous. It 
was agreed to write to the County Council and ask if they could be looked at again 
and to copy this correspondence to the County Councillor.  
Cllr. Johnston- He reported that Cllr. Patterson had asked him to tell the Council that 
the Planning Framework for the Vale until 2029 had been approved and it included 
the policy not to review the Green Belt in the Vale during the plan’s lifetime.  
Cllr. Baggott- He asked if there had been planning permission for the work that was 
being done in the garden of Nos 17 and 19 Edward Road. The Clerk said that there 
had been approval for one dwelling but there had been a further application for two 
dwellings which had been refused.  
 
3893. REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
There was no report from Cllr. Fatemian as he had sent his apologies.  
 
3894. REPORT OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
There were no reports from Cllr. Patterson and Cllr. Jennings as they had sent their 
apologies.  
 
Meeting Closed – 8.20pm   
 
 
Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


