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KENNINGTON                                       Minutes of the Meeting held on 
PARISH COUNCIL Thursday 14th October 2010 at 7.30 pm 
OXFORDSHIRE                                in Kennington Village Hall 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Cllr. Biggs in the chair 
Present:  
Cllr. Baggott  
Cllr. Charlett  
Cllr Ellis 
Cllr. Mrs Horseman  
Cllr. Johnston 

Cllr. Patterson  
Cllr. Mason 
Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers 
Cllr. Swaisland 

 
In Attendance:  Mrs. P. Johnston (Clerk), County Councillor Arash Fatemian (until 
item 4021) and two members of the public. 
 
4016. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
There were no items raised.  
 
4017. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
Apologies were received from Cllr. Cobb, Cllr. Jennings and Cllr. Perkins  
 
4018. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest.  
 
4019. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
The minutes of the meeting on 9th September 2010 had a number of corrections. 
These were indicated by re-printing the document with the additions/alterations in 
italics. The minutes were then signed as a correct record.  

 
4020. REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
As Cllr. Fatemian had a meeting to attend later in the evening, he gave his report at 
the start of the meeting. He reported that he had attended the Big Debate series of 
meetings which were held in Oxford, Banbury, Didcot, Witney and Abingdon. There 
had been a wide range of views about the reduction of £200 million in the County 
Council budget over five years. He had made representations on the benefits of the 
Library in Kennington. He had reported the missing warning triangle at Kennington 
Road roundabout with Upper Road. He asked for further clarification. He had been 
contacted by the new Area Steward, Laura Hutchins and expected she would contact 
the Clerk over the coming weeks to arrange a meeting. The Chairman said the OALC 
would be a receiving a report on their work. Cllr. Fatemian would be busy over the 
next few weeks with budget setting. He was asked about the domestic waste 
collection at Redbridge Hollow.  It had been observed that the travellers wheeled their 
bins to Redbridge Waste Reception. The Chairman asked why, now it was necessary 
to have a permit for domestic waste to be delivered by van to Redbridge Waste 
Reception, you could only make 12 trips per year. Cllr. Fatemian would try to clarify 
the situation.  
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4021. CO-OPTION TO FILL THE VACANCY ON THE PARISH COUNCIL 
Three people had asked to be considered for the co-option. They were as follows: 

• Roland Bradbury, 176 Poplar Grove 
• Martin Feather, 20 Kennington Road 
• George Thomas, 79 Meadow View Road 

A ballot was held and Martin Feather was elected to serve on the Parish Council until 
May 2011. It was agreed to write to the two unsuccessful candidates and thank them 
for their interest and remind them there would be a Parish Council election in May 
2011. 

 
4022. REPORT OF THE CLERK 
A. Litter Bins –At the last meeting, it was agreed to consider the purchase of at least 

two additional litter bins for Forest Side car park and St Swithun’s Church. The 
estimated cost of a new litter bin was £151 plus the cost of installation. It had been 
noted that the Best One shop had removed their litter bin as it was being misused. 
It was agreed to defer the item as the Playing Fields Association would be 
installing a waste bin for the pavilion at Forest Side and it was hoped that the Vale 
would replace the bin at St Swithun’s Road. 

B. Kennington Pool-The Clerk and the Village Warden met Erin Murton and 
Camilla Lambrick of BBOWT on 15th September at the Kennington Pool. 
BBOWT were concerned to monitor its condition as a wildlife resource following 
their survey in 2002. The Pool was owned by the Vale but they did the minimum 
of maintenance. It was suggested that the Parish Council should take a more active 
role and pay for the Conservation Volunteers to do some work to remove the 
fallen trees and overgrown bushes. There was a discussion on the need to do any 
work. It was felt that the pond should not attract many visitors as it was a valuable 
wild life site but that a small sum was agreed in the new financial year to pay for a 
small amount of work. It was resolved to pay £100 towards the costs of the 
Conservation Volunteers.   

C. The Links Play Area- There was a final meeting with Carolyn Place and 
Jonathan Highley of TCL on 13th September with the Chairman and the Clerk. It 
was agreed that they should replace a number of shrubs and trees which had died. 
In addition shackles needed to be replaced on the nest swing and toddler swing 
and the toddler swing chains extended and TCL would supply spare shackles to 
the Parish Council. Once this work had been completed apart from the tree 
planting and the Parish Council had received all paperwork relating to the 
equipment installed then all but 2.5% of the contract sum would be released. The 
final 2.5% would be released three months from that date. This was in line with 
the contact agreed with TCL. There was also some work needed by the Parish 
Council to the slide on the bank as the foundations of the dry stone wall were 
being exposed. It was suggested that some rubber matting and additional soil and 
grass seed or turf be installed. In addition there was a need to do some work on the 
graffiti on the wall. The Clerk would get a quotation for the remedial work. The 
Chairman and Vice-chairman had installed the dog proof fence which was very 
effective.  

D. Grass Cutting Contract- Ian Matten of the Vale had replied that they are happy 
to discuss the Parish Council undertaking the grass cutting for the Vale but they 
were in the final year of their contract and would like to delay until 2011. The 
Clerk had completed the paperwork for the bids for the two grass cutting contracts 
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for the highway verges and the playing fields. She had sent it out to seven 
companies and the return deadline was 1st November 2010. The final cut had been 
made to the verges and the playing fields.  

E. Bollards- The work to install the bollards had been completed.  The cost was less 
than anticipated from the original estimate. They were proving effective in 
protecting the highway verges in The Avenue but were having an effect on the 
parking in St Swithun’s Road as the cars were being displaced.  

F. Parish Boundary Review- The Vale had confirmed that the order had been made 
to the slight change of the boundary at Egrove Park with South Hinksey and to de-
ward the parish which meant there would be an election for 14 councillors not two 
wards of 7. It would come in force on 5th May 2011.  

G. Remembrance Day- The road closure had been agreed for Remembrance Day on 
14th November 2010. There would be a contingent of troops from Dalton 
Barracks. Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers and Cllrs. Mason, Johnston and Patterson agreed to 
help distribute the order of service.  

H. Ordnance Survey maps- The Clerk had subscribed to Parish Online. It was an 
excellent facility and had allowed her to plot all the verges to be cut on a map of 
the parish. It was easy to manipulate and print out maps at different scales. It 
would prove a very useful tool.  

I. Saturday Office- The Clerk and Cllr. Jennings attended the office on 9th October. 
There were three residents with queries. The first issue was a concern about a 
neighbours’ dog that was fouling their gardens and was not under control when 
out on the road. The Clerk had contacted the Vale and they would advise the 
resident. The second issue was the missing waste collection bins and the 
instructions in Bagley Wood Road. 
 

J. Salt Bins- The Clerk had contacted the County Council to find out if they would 
be installing the salt bins as requested in March 2010. She had been informed that 
the request had been lost and she had sent in another request to the acting Area 
Steward.  

 
4023. CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUESTS FOR GRANT AID     
A. St Swithun’s CE (C) Primary School- A letter had been received from the 

Governors of the school inviting the Parish Council to nominate a member to the 
governing body as a Community Governor. It was agreed to nominate Cllr. Cobb 
to the position until the next election in 2011.  

B. Mr & Mrs Pollock, Kennington Road- Letter in response to the Kennington 
Chronicle article on grass cutting and council tax referendum. The Central 
Government had decided that there would be no referendum for local councils. 
The Clerk would reply and update them on the latest position.  

C. Vale of White Horse District Council-  
a. Vale Community Safety newsletter 
b. Notification on tree surgery to a walnut tree at 5 Blackman Close 
c. Notification of the road closure for Remembrance Day Parade on 14th 

November 2010. 
D. OALC- Copy of the Update newsletter and a booklet entitled “Being a Good 

Employer” 
E. South Oxfordshire- Online consultation on their leisure facilities strategy with a 

deadline of 5th November 2010. 
F. The Royal British Legion- The Parish Council had been invited to send a cross 
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and donation to the opening of the Wootton Bassett Field of Remembrance at 
Lydiard Park on 9th November 2010 and purchase raffle tickets for a Christmas 
Eve Draw. It was agreed to support the Royal British Legion locally with the grant 
for the poppy wreaths. 

G. SLCC- Letter about the services of the Society, copy of The Clerk magazine and 
details of their conference in Durham.  

H. Helen and Douglas House- Details on fundraising and newsletter.  
I. River Thames Society- Copy of their magazine Thames Guardian. 
J. BBOWT- Copy of their magazine Wildlife News and details of their 50th 

anniversary 
K. Brochures- Wicksteed playscapes, Nicholsons, Sutcliffe Play, S & C Slatter, 

Plantscape, Maudesport, Safethaw, Broxap. 
L. Nicola Blackwood MP- Letter of reply following the Clerk’s email about local 

referendums. She would like to attend a Parish Council meeting. 
M. Local Government Boundary Commission- Notification of a review of the 

number of councillors for Oxfordshire County Council. The closing date for 
submissions is 22nd November 2010. It was agreed to send a response saying that 
the current number of 74 councillors should only go up by one and the boundaries 
of the wards should be rearranged to produce a better representative balance.  

N. OPFA- Invitation to Retirement Party for Roger Davis, Community Development 
Officer on 30th November 2010.  

O. Play Area Warden- Details of the work he has done since starting the job. It was 
agreed to write to him and thank him for all his work.  

                                                                                                           
4024. FINANCIAL REPORT AND ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
 
External Audit 
The Clerk had received notification from BDO Stoy Hayward the external auditor, 
that there were no matters they wished to highlight. It was resolved that the annual 
return was approved and accepted. 
 
Statement of Bank Accounts as at 30th September 2010 
Community Account                                                                              £500.00
Business Premium Account.                                                                   £46,546.03
Earmarked Funds Account £31,556.24
National Savings Investment Account                              £7,941.97

Sub total £86,544.24
Less outstanding cheques -£211.86

Total £86,332.38
Charity Land B.P.A.                                                                                £165.03

 
The financial report and accounts for payment were agreed on a proposition by Cllr. 
Patterson seconded by Cllr. Swaisland.  
 
Direct Debit 

Virgin Media 
Telephone and Internet -October 

£41.19 

 
Accounts to paid between meetings 

Cheque No. 
105… 

   Power to Act 
 

245 Spatial Tech (UK) Ltd 
Parish Online digital maps subscription/set up 

£70.50 LGA 1972 
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246 Public Works Loan Board 
Loan repayment for Village Hall 

£2,201.35 LGA 1972 

 
Accounts to paid in October 

Cheque No. 
105… 

   Power to Act 
 

247 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Expenses for September 

£114.66 LGA 1972 

248 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s salary for September less Tax 

£992.42 LGA 1972 

249 Mr A Pope 
Village Warden’s wages for October 4 weeks 
@ £52.50  

£210.00 LGA 1972 

250 Mr M Hutton 
Play Area Warden’s wages for October 
4 weeks @ £22.50  less tax 

£72.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

251 HM Revenue and Customs 
Tax and Employer’s NI 

£363.84 LGA 1972 

252 Mrs P Johnston 
Stamps 

£27.90 LGA 1972 

253 Mrs M A Charlett 
Staples for fence at the Links 

£14.44 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

254 B & M Engineers Limited 
Repair to cemetery gate 

£199.75 LGA 1972 

255 Anthony Stiff Associates Ltd. 
Final invoice for the management of project 

£587.50 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

256 BDO LLP 
External Audit Fee 

£646.25 LGA 1972 

257 TCL 
Maintenance at Links Play Area 

£195.83 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

258 Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils 
Two places on training course 

£58.76 LGA 1972 

259 Oxfordshire County Council 
Grant for Oxfordshire Woodland Project 

£100.00 LGA 1972 s137 

260 Oxfordshire Association for the Blind 
Grant aid 

£125.00 LGA 1972 s137 

261 Matthews Land Group Ltd 
Installation of bollards in The Avenue 

£3,172.50 Highway Act 1980 

262 Kennington Village Hall 
Hire of rooms 

£49.40 LGA 1972 

264 ISS Facility Services 
Grass cutting verges and playing Fields 

£417.20 Highways Act 1980 

265 S H Lewis Cleaning Ltd 
Cleaning of bus shelters 

£164.50 PC Act 1957 

266 Euroffice Ltd 
Printer Cartridges and photocopying paper 

£104.10 LGA 1972 

267 Oxford Glass And Glazing Systems Ltd 
Secondary glazing for Village Hall 
Balance of invoice 

£2,041.14 LGA 1972 

268 Kennington Village Hall 
Repayment of deposit for secondary glazing 
and grant aid for soundproofing 

£3,066.86 LGA 1972 

269 Admiral Play 
Part payment of invoice for The Links play 
area equipment and landscaping 

£6,814.73 LG (Misc. Prov) Act 
1976 
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From Playing Fields Association Grant 

Cheque No. 
105… 

   Power to Act 
 

263 Surrey Loams Ltd 
Cricket Top Dressing 

£615.41 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

 
 
4025. MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE 
The minutes of the Planning Committee on 31st August and 21st September 2010 were 
noted. 
 
4026. REPORTS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
Kennington Playing Fields Association- Cllr. Johnston reported that the Association 
had to pay for a commercial waste collection now as there was no collection of black 
bags from the pavilions. They were in discussion with Grundun to hire a 600 litre bin 
for Playfield Road and 240 litre bin for Forest Side. The additional cost would be paid 
out of the Parish Council grant. The Association was concerned that the additional 
cost estimated to be £900 per year would mean a shortfall in the grant. The 
Association would be asking for a review of the grant in the next financial year as the 
grant had not been increased in the last two years.  
Kennington4Fairtrade- Cllr. Mason reported that they had achieved Fairtrade Status 
for the village. There was to be an official declaration and celebration in January. He 
suggested that a sign be attached to the village notice boards to show that Kennington 
was a Fairtrade Village.  
Kennington Village Hall- Cllr. Charlett reported that the secondary double glazing 
had been installed and that the new soundproof fire doors would be delivered and 
installed later in the month. The neighbour was still complaining about the noise. Cllr. 
Patterson was of the view that all reasonable actions had been taken to prevent sound 
escape and he hoped that the Vale would not take the matter any further once all the 
work was complete.  

 
4027. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 
Cllr. Baggott- He reported that the church members had checked the headstones in 
the graveyard following a complaint. They had found that seven headstones needed 
work and had laid down the worst ones and would be contacting relatives. The new 
waste sacks from Grundun had been received and the gate at the graveyard was 
repaired.  
Cllr. Mrs Rodgers- She wanted to report that the last grass verge cut had missed the 
corner of Bagley Close.  
Cllr. Ellis- He had wanted to raise the increased traffic and parking in St Swithun’s 
Road and the provision of salt bins which had been discussed earlier.  
Cllr. Charlett- He had noted that the hedge along the Memorial Field/Playfield Road 
boundary needed trimming. The Chairman confirmed that this had been noted by the 
Memorial Field committee. He was concerned that a large building was being erected 
in the garden of No 173 The Avenue. He understood that the enforcement team of the 
Vale could not gain access to inspect it and that local residents were very concerned. 
Cllr. Johnston undertook to investigate the matter as the Chairman of Development 
Control in the Vale.  
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4028. REPORT OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Cllr. Jennings was not at the meeting. He had sent a written report. He stated that the 
new waste contract started the previous week.  He was pleased to report that residents 
would be able to recycle more and there would be less waste going to landfill.  
However, the new scheme had not started smoothly for some residents.  Not all bins 
were delivered on time and in some areas were still not delivered.  He was chasing up 
the council and contractor with these problems.  The first waste collection had report 
of bins not being collected, including his own, which had been put out the previous 
evening and was the correct bin. The Parish boundary reorganisation had now taken 
place with only minor effects to Kennington where a small triangle of land at Egrove 
Park (Templeton College) which was formerly in South Hinksey had been moved into 
Kennington. The next meeting of the Vale Council would take place on 20th October. 
 
Cllr. Patterson had been away for most of the month so he gave a brief report. He had 
become aware of the issues that had arisen with the delivery of the new waste bins 
and collection of them at the start of the contract with Verdant. He was disappointed 
that the telephone lines at Verdant had not been able to cope with the calls and would 
arrange for the Clerk to have spare instruction packs and food waste bags for those 
who had not received them. He hoped that things would settle down in the next 
month. There were mixed comments on the service. Some councillors were very 
critical and others believed it a better system. Cllr. Patterson said that already the 
recycling rates were very much improved which had been one of the main reasons for 
the change.  
 
Meeting Closed – 8.55pm   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


