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KENNINGTON                                       Minutes of the Meeting held on 
PARISH COUNCIL Thursday 11th October 2007 at 7.30 pm 
OXFORDSHIRE                                in Rooms 2/3 of the Village Centre  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Cllr. Biggs in the chair 
Present:  
Cllr. Auton  
Cllr. Baggott  
Cllr. Charlett 
Cllr. Ellis 
Cllr. Holland  
Cllr. Mrs. Horseman  

Cllr. Jennings 
Cllr. Johnston  
Cllr. Mason 
Cllr. Swaisland  
Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers 

In Attendance:  Mrs. P. Johnston (Clerk) and one member of the public. 
 
3565. MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
There were no matters raised by members of the public 
 
3566. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
Cllr. Patterson and Cllr. Perkins  
 
3567. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING  
The minutes of the meeting on 13th September 2007 were signed as a correct record.  
 
3568. DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 
3569. REPORT OF THE CLERK 
A. Protection of the grass outside St Swithun’s School- The Clerk had been told 

by a contractor who held the appropriate highway licence that to gain a licence 
involved taking a course run by the Highway Authority at a cost of £800. In 
addition the licence and insurance could cost as much as £1,500. Anyone working 
on the highway must undergo this course. This would mean that it would not be a 
cost effective strategy to license amateurs. After a discussion it was decided to 
consider this item as a bid for funding in the following financial year. It was 
suggested that an alternative method of verge protection was to plant shrubs. The 
Clerk would invite comments from local residents on which they would favour in 
the next Kennington Chronicle. She would indicate the cost of the proposal in her 
report 

B. Revised funding of the fencing at Playfield Road Playing Field- Following the 
last meeting, it was found to be impossible to cancel the order for the fence. 
Therefore an alternative funding option was agreed with the Playing Fields 
Association. The Parish Council would pay the bill this financial year and the 50% 
share of the cost would be deducted from the grant to be made to the Playing 
Fields Association next year. A meeting was to be arranged with the Officers of 
the Association to discuss how to avoid this situation in the future. This course of 
action was agreed. A number of members considered the fence to be a waste of 
money.  

C. Arrangements for Remembrance Day-The Clerk had asked for the road closure. 
The letters had been sent to the organizations that lay wreaths. The Chairman took 
note of those offering to help on the day.  

D. Report of the site meeting on the Paddock Amenity land-The Clerk and Cllr. 
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Johnston met Simon Ringrose on 5th October 2007 to discuss the work to thin out 
the trees. He had advised removing all the trees under the electricity wire as they 
would be stunted by continual cutting. He also suggested removing some trees to 
allow the oaks to have more space as well as removing the vegetation from the 
boundary of No 5 The Paddock. He also suggested installing a small gate to allow 
access to the area. The clerk had contacted the secretary of the Memorial Field but 
they did not wish to allow this permanent access.  The estimate for the work was 
£480 which on a proposition from Cllr. Charlett and seconded by Cllr. Mrs. 
Horseman was agreed. 

E. Handheld Blower-It had been purchased and delivered.  
F. Play Areas Working Group- It would be meeting on 16th October 2007. The 

Clerk attended the AGM of the Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association to hear 
about projects recently completed in the county.  

G. Financial Software- The Clerk had received her finance training on the new 
software. The trainer would return at the year end to show the Clerk how to close 
the accounts. 

H. Beaumont Court-The Clerk had received a letter from Hazlevine. They would be 
taking over the management of Beaumont Court eventually but cannot comment 
on the Clerk’s requests until the transfer was complete.  

I. Storage Container on Playfield Road Playing Field-The Clerk and the Vice-
chairman had measured up the container and the Clerk sent an enquiry to the 
Planning Department to see if it needed planning permission.  

J. Highway Visit-The Clerk visited the Oxfordshire Highways Depot in Drayton. It 
was a very useful meeting. She learnt a lot about the way they maintained the 
roads and footways and the limitations of the budget. She met the officer who was 
surveying trees on the highway. He had just completed mapping the trees in 
Kennington. There would have to be some work on them in the next few months 
and one or two would be cut down. He was able to plant additional and 
replacement trees.  

K. Cow Lane- The Clerk had sent on the draft lease from Network Rail to the Parish 
Council’s solicitor for her comments. She was concerned that there was no 
reference to the type and quality of the work that needed to be done. She said it is 
not detailed enough about what sort of condition the Lane should be kept in. She 
said that the Parish Council should survey the Lane and come up with a 
rectification plan and ongoing maintenance schedule. It was agreed to get Isis 
Accord to quote for the remedial work 

L. Community Woodland-The Clerk had emailed Anthony Roberts for an update 
on the planting. He was on sick leave but she had obtained the information for the 
third party funding agreed by the Parish Council from Fiona Danks of TOE. The 
grant was £680.40. This would release the money for the next phase of planting. It 
was agreed to pay the contribution. 

M.  Saturday Office- The Clerk and Cllr. Patterson attended the Parish Office on 
Saturday 6th October 2007. Only one person attended and she wanted to complain 
about the parking outside the Co-op and the damage to the Bagley Close roadway 
caused by a burnt out car a number of months ago.  

N. Open Manhole in Sandford Lane- The Clerk had contacted Oxfordshire 
Highways. The database showed that Mr Softley could not find the manhole. The 
Clerk was trying to contact him to arrange a site meeting if necessary. 

O. Commemorating Previous Chairmen- George Ross, the previous Clerk, had 
provided a list of the Chairman and their dates. It was decided to commemorate 
them using their familiar names such as Hettie.  
Kennington Parish Council Chairmen since Formation of Parish in 1936 
Monty Robinson  1936-1937 
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Samuel Grundy  1937-1942 
George Kirk  1942-1947 
George Simpson  1947-1959 
Reg Jackson  1959-1962 
Ted Perkins  1962-1974 
Hettie Perkins  1974-1983 
Roger Dennett  1983-1992 
Peter Biggs   1992- to date 

 
3570. CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID 
A. ORCC- Invitation to a day conference on Parish Plans on 20th October 2007. 
B. Oxfordshire Training Partnership-Training on 13th November at Stratfield 

Brake Pavilion, Kidlington on Risk Assessment and Freedom of Information. The 
cost was £20 for each session.  

C. Vale of White Horse District Council- Copies of the new Register of Interests 
relating to the New Revised Code. If a member did not sign the register they 
would be automatically disqualified as councillors. The Vale was running two 
training courses on 13th and 20th November at 6.30pm at Wantage Civic Centre.  

D. Oxfordshire Association for the Blind- Thank you letter for the grant aid.  
E. Act on CO2- Booklet from Defra on tackling climate change. 
F. Road Safety-Guide and Statistics from the County Council and copy of the 

Casualty Report 2006 and Road Safety Strategy and Plan 2007/8. 
G. Oxfordshire County Council- Copy of their monthly newsletter. 
H. Oxfordshire Primary Care Trust-Details of a series of meeting about their draft 

strategy. The meeting for the Vale area on 1st October, 2007. 
I. Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association- Copy of their newsletter for Autumn 

2007. 
J. Headway-Notice of their AGM on 5th October 2007 and copy of Annual Report. 
K. Standards Board- Newsletter called Town and Parish Standard. 
L. Helen and Douglas House- Copy of their magazine and details of a fund raising 

‘Shopping Extravaganza’ at Westwood Country Hotel on 11th October 2007. 
M. Brochures- Furnitubes 
N. St. Swithun’s Church- The Parish Council has been asked to produce a design 

for the 50th Anniversary of the building of the current church. The design would 
be turned into a hassock or cushion. The Clerk suggested using the design from 
the flag which was agreed. 

O. Mr Carpenter, The Avenue- He was complaining about weeds in the road 
gutters. He was also complaining about the condition of the bank opposite Egrove 
Park as he says this did not give a good impression of the village. Cllr. Johnston 
said that the County Council had removed all highway weed spraying. He had put 
a motion to the County Council requesting that it is reinstated.  

P. Ms Harvey, The Avenue- She wanted to raise the problem of drivers ignoring the 
mini-roundabout at the junction of Upper Road and Kennington Road and the 
number of near misses. The Clerk was asked to write to Oxfordshire Highways 
requesting that the mini-roundabouts were removed through the village. 

Q. Mr Hedley, Forest Side- He was complaining about noisy cars driving up and 
down Upper Road. He wanted to know if it is against the law and if anything can 
be done to reduce the nuisance. The Chairman would forward the problem to the 
polise. 
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3571. FINANCIAL REPORT 
External Audit 
The Clerk had received the result of the external audit. There was only one issue they 
raised and that was the level of the Fidelity Guarantee. It was at present £80,000. 
They suggested raising it to the maximum that was held in all the accounts during a 
financial year. That level was about £90,000. It was agreed on a proposition by the 
Chairman seconded by Cllr. Charlett to raise the Fidelity Guarantee to £90,000.  
 
The financial report and accounts for payment were agreed on a proposition by Cllr. 
Swaisland and seconded by Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers. 
  
Statement of Bank Accounts as at 28th September 2007 –  
Community Account                                                                              £500.00
Business Premium Account.                                                                    £19,311.71
Earmarked Funds £39,393.43
National Savings Investment Account                              £7,392.54

£66,597.68
Less un-presented cheques -£2,643.09

 £63,954.59
Charity Land B.P.A.                                                                                £169.52

 
Direct Debit 

Virginmedia 1st October 2007 
Internet and telephone charges 

£55.75 

 
Accounts paid between meetings 

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 
 

542 Kennington Village Hall 
Hire of rooms August 

£26.00 LGA 1972 

543 Public Works Loans Account 
Village Hall loan 

£2,201.48 LGA 1972 

 
Accounts to be paid 

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 
 

544 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Expenses for September  

£106.00 LGA 1972 

545 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Net Salary less Tax and NI September  

£952.85 LGA 1972 

546 Mr A Pope  
October Wages less tax 
Gross wages 4 weeks @ £49.98 

£155.87 LGA 1972 

547 HM Revenue and Customs 
Clerk’s and Village Warden’s tax and NI 

£366.96 LGA 1972 

548 RBS Software Solutions 
Purchase and training on Financial Software 

£634.50 LGA 1972 

549 Kennington Village Hall 
Hire of rooms October 

£56.75 LGA 1972 

550 N Paddick 
Cleaning of Bus Shelters 

£19.50 PC Act 1957 

551 N Paddick 
Replacement for missing/cancelled cheque no. 
104442 

£19.50 PC Act 1957 

552 St Johns College No3 Domestic Account 
Rent for Forest Side 29/09/2007 to 24/12/2007 

£312.50 LG (Misc. Prov.) Act 
1976 

553 Kennington United Football Club 
Grant Aid 

£200.00 LG (Misc. Prov.) Act 
1976 
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554 Mrs P Johnston 
Postage £20.86 and Land Registry Fees £12 

£32.86 LGA 1972 

555 BDO Stoy Hayward LLP 
External audit fee 

£470.00 LGA 1972 

556 Lyreco UK Limited 
Printer Paper 

£11.10 LGA 1972 

557 Isis Accord 
Highway Verge Cutting 11/09/2007 

£330.62 Highways Act 1980 

558 Isis Accord 
Forest Side 06 & 19/09 2007  

£151.36 LG (Misc. Prov.) Act 
1976 

559 Waste Recycling Group 
Third Party Funding for Community Wood 

£680.40 LG (Misc. Prov.) Act 
1976 

 
From Playing Fields Account  

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 

560 Isis Accord 
Playfield Road 06 & 19/09 2007 

£186.83 LG (Misc. Prov.) Act 
1976 

561 Avoncrop Amenity Products 
AA Wetline 

£94.01 LG (Misc. Prov.) Act 
1976 

 
3572. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
The minutes of the planning committee on 11th September 2007 were noted.  
 
3573. REPORTS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
There were no reports from outside bodies.  
 
3574. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 
Cllr. Holland- He spoke about the two meetings he had attended. One was organised 
by the Vale on planning matters. He said they discussed the additional housing needed 
in the villages in addition to large developments at Didcot and Grove. The OALC 
training had been useful. He had learnt that more applications would be decided by 
the officers without reference to planning committees. Some extensions will be 
exempt from the planning system. There was a need to speed up the planning process.  
Cllr. Swaisland- He reported that the pavement on the east side of The Avenue near 
Manor Grove going north was in a poor state.  
Cllr. Baggott-The trees on the Forest Side Amenity area needed their stakes 
removing.  
Cllr. Ellis- He reported that there was graffiti on the wall of the pavilion in Playfield 
Road.  He mentioned the new fence in the playing field. He considered that it was 
very expensive and he was not sure it would achieve its purpose.  
Cllr. Mrs. Horseman- She reported a damaged tree outside No 2 Manor Grove.  
Cllr. Mason- He raised the problem of on street parking in Upper Road which caused 
difficulties on the bend near the private entrance to Egrove Park. The Chairman asked 
for details so he could send the query on to the police to investigate.  
Cllr. Jennings-He had three issues. One was a complaint from a resident in The 
Avenue about one of the large lime trees opposite Grundy Crescent which he 
considered was a hazard. The Clerk said the tree would have been surveyed by the 
County Council. He asked why the bus shelters had their backs away from the road. 
The Clerk explained that it was to allow wheelchairs and buggies to be wheeled 
directly on to the low floor buses. He said the lavender bush in Playfield Road needed 
further cutting. The Clerk asked if he could speak to the resident directly. 
Cllr. Charlett-He wanted to have a meeting to discuss work on overgrown trees and 
shrubs at the cemetery with Berinsfield Community Business. He wanted to know if 
there could be no cold calling zones set up in the village. The Chairman asked if he 
could have the details so he could raise the issue at the Neighbourhood Action Group.  
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3575. REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Cllr. Johnston reported that he had a briefing with John Parry, Chief Fire Officer 
about the situation at Redbridge Hollow. The cost of attending to fires at the site was 
becoming excessive. The County Council were proposing to remove the area that had 
been used for lighting bonfires by making it an additional pitch for a caravan. Then 
the area that had the tipped waste would be fenced off until a permanent solution for 
its treatment or removal was decided between the County and the Environment 
Agency. Cllr. Charlett asked why the travellers had not been taken to court for fly 
tipping. Cllr. Johnston said that there was no one willing to be a witness in court.  
   
3576. REPORT OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Cllr. Jennings reported that the Vale was withdrawing some of the concessions of the 
free bus pass because of lack of funding. There would be no journeys allowed within 
Oxford apart from the travel to the hospitals. The bus pass would not be valid on the 
park and ride buses. This change will be effective until April 2008 when a national 
scheme is launched. Cllr. Johnston said that he had spoken to Cllr. Patterson who 
wanted the Parish Council to know the reason for the change had been the higher than 
expected number of journeys.  
 
Meeting Closed – 8.35pm   
 
 
Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


