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KENNINGTON                                       Minutes of the Meeting held on 
PARISH COUNCIL Thursday 13th September 2007 at 7.30 pm 
OXFORDSHIRE                                in Rooms 2/3 of the Village Centre  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Cllr. Biggs in the chair 
Present:  
Cllr. Ellis 
Cllr. Holland  
Cllr. Mrs. Horseman 
Cllr. Johnston  

Cllr. Patterson  
Cllr. Swaisland  
Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers 

 
In Attendance:  Mrs. P. Johnston (Clerk) and four members of the public. 
 
The Chairman wished to record the Parish Council’s hope for the speedy recovery of 
the Vice-Chairman, Cllr. Charlett, who had recently been ill. All the members sent 
him their best wishes.  
 
3553. MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
Dr Kovanen wished to speak to his email on bonfires. The Chairman said that the item 
would be considered under Correspondence.  
 
3554. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
Cllr. Auton, Cllr. Baggott, Cllr. Charlett, Cllr. Jennings, Cllr. Perkins and Cllr. Mason 
 
3555. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING  
The minutes of the meeting on 11th July 2007 were signed as a correct record.  
 
3556. DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
Cllr. Patterson declared a personal interest in Item 3557 B as he was a part owner of a 
property backing onto Cow Lane. In relation to Item 3560, Cllr. Patterson and Cllr. 
Johnston declared that as they could be members of the District Council’s 
Development Control Committee making the decision on the planning application  
they would not take part in the discussion or vote.  
 
3557. REPORT OF THE CLERK 
A. Hand held blower for Village Warden 

It was agreed on a proposition by Cllr. Johnston seconded by Cllr. Mrs. Horseman 
to purchase from PA Turney a Stihl BG85 hand-held Blower for £175.00 plus 
VAT.  

B. Lease offered by Network Rail for access to Cow Lane. 
The Clerk had received a copy of the proposed lease to allow access to Cow Lane 
for Network Rail vehicles and an undertaking to repair the road to a suitable 
standard and continue to maintain it. It was agreed to accept the lease subject to 
scrutiny by the Parish Council’s solicitor on a proposition by Cllr. Ellis seconded 
by Cllr. Swaisland. 

C. Purchase of name bars for the ribbon of the Chairman’s badge. 
The Clerk had received the following information from Thomas Fattorini Ltd.  
The standard bar was 36.5mm wide x 8mm high. The bar was supplied with either 
a 'staple' or two loops & a cotter pin. The standard for a collarette was the staple, 
this would need to be stitched into place upon receipt to keep it still. The price for 
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a sterling silver gold plated bar with engraved detail was £29.63 plus VAT. 
Alternatively they could add an enamel colour to the lettering for about £60 per 
bar. It was agreed to purchase the gold plated bars on a proposition by Cllr. 
Patterson seconded by Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers.   

D. Matters raised by the Playing Fields Association relating to Forest Side and 
Playfield Road and their request for additional funding to pay for the fencing 
at Playfield Road . 
The Clerk had been in correspondence with the Secretary of the Playing Fields 
Association about a number of matters. He had sent a letter requesting that the 
Parish Council pay for a new fence in Playfield Road Playing Fields to protect a 
neighbour from anti-social behaviour. The cost was £3,905.83. The Playing Fields 
Association had a balance of £938.81 from their annual grant of £8,500. In 
addition, they asked for an additional litter bin in Forest Side Car Park, a new liner 
for the existing bin and a second dog bin. They would also like the Parish Council 
to contact St John’s College about the trees along the northern boundary of Forest 
Side which need attention. The Clerk had contacted Bagley Wood Sawmill about 
the trees. The Clerk had also been contacted by a neighbour of the playing field at 
Playfield Road objecting to the position of a storage container near their 
boundary. The Chairman and Clerk visited the resident to see the problem from 
their property before the meeting. The Clerk had discussed this with the Vale and 
it might require planning permission. After a long discussion the following 
response was agreed. The Parish Council would fund 50% of the cost of the fence. 
If the order could be delayed then the Clerk would apply to the Vale for grant aid. 
It was felt strongly that the Playing Fields Association should have discussed this 
project with the Parish Council at an earlier stage before making commitments to 
third parties. A meeting was to be arranged to highlight the procedure which 
should be undertaken for any new items to be installed on the fields.  It was 
agreed to site one of the two litter bins from this year’s budget at Forest Side. The 
request for the dog waste bin would be considered as a budget bid in January 
2008.  

E. Report on the progress of the Play Areas Working Group and agree its remit 
and date of first meeting. 
The Clerk had contacted the organisations that would form the working group. 
They have all agreed to participate. The Clerk would provide draft terms of 
reference for the meeting. In anticipation of the work of the group, an outing to 
the Saltex exhibition was undertaken. It consisted of five adults and five children. 
It was a very interesting day and the group toured all the major suppliers of 
equipment. It was also a lucky one as well as the Parish Council won the star prize 
of a flying saucer at the Wickstead stand. It was agreed that the Parish Council 
should be represented by the Chairman, Cllr. Charlett, Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers and 
Cllr. Ellis. Cllr. Holland offered to make scale drawings of the current play areas.  

F. Amendments to the verge grass cutting contract. 
Before receiving a response to her letter to the managing agents of Beaumont 
Court, the Clerk and Cllr. Jennings received a further complaint from a resident 
about the verge cutting. It was agreed to include it in the contract next year.  There 
was a discussion about an additional cut of a single mower width from the bus 
shelter opposite Templeton College to the bypass bridge. It was agreed to ask for a 
quotation to consider including it in next year’s cutting programme.  

G. Village litter pick and purchase of graffiti remover. 
Cllr. Patterson asked to have the topic of a litter blitz discussed in the light of a 
press release from the Vale offering advice and equipment. He wanted also to 
discuss the purchase of graffiti remover. The Clerk had attached her summary on 
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the litter blitz procedure from 2005. The Parish Council had not proceeded at that 
time because of lack of interest from volunteers in the village. It was decided to 
hold a “Litter Pick” day on Sunday 30th March 2008. The Clerk would liaise with 
the Vale to ask for their assistance. Cllr. Johnston said that the Vale was 
considering offering a graffiti removal service.  

H. Work on trees at The Paddock Amenity Land. 
The Clerk was approached by a resident in the Paddock about the trees on the 
Parish Council’s land over-growing into their garden. The Clerk and Cllr. 
Johnston visited the site. Some work was needed to thin the trees which are now 
well established. It was agreed to ask Simon Ringrose to quote for the work.  

I. Flooding in July. 
Since the last meeting, the county had severe flooding. The village was cut off 
from the northern route to Oxford for six days by the flood defences. The barriers 
worked well and there were no houses flooded in that area. The Flooding Working 
Group met on 31st July and a copy of the notes was circulated. They were sent to 
the Vale for comment.  

J. Replacing the dog bin moved from the alley between Poplar Grove and 
Sandford Lane. 
The Clerk and the Chairman received a complaint from a resident about the re-
location of the dog bin from the cemetery entrance in the alley between Poplar 
Grove and Sandford Lane. The Clerk had asked the Vale for cost which would be 
about £160. The Vale would take responsibility of the emptying of the bin as it 
was on the highway. It was agreed to consider this as budget bid in January 2008.  

K. To receive updates on on-going issues. 
• St Swithun’s Verges-The Clerk had asked the officer at Oxfordshire Highways 

for details of how to become registered to do work on the verges and for a list 
of contractors. Cllr. Johnston said he would try to find out more information. 

• Sandford Lane-The Clerk followed up her letter about the raised walkway. An 
officer of the Highways department made an inspection. He was proposing to 
put up netting as a temporary measure. He hoped later in the year to repair the 
hand rail. He said there was no resource to do any rebuilding work.  

• Virgin Media Cabinet in The Avenue-This had now been painted.  
• Real Time Bus Display-Three new displays were being installed in 

Kennington Road at Upper Road and Edward Road and in The Avenue 
opposite Manor Grove.  

• Colley Wood Amenity Area-The Clerk met the representative of Pye’s in 
August. He acknowledged that they owned the land and agreed that he would 
come up with some plans to resolve the on-going issue of maintenance of the 
area.  

• Friends of Kennington Wood- There was a successful meeting attended by 
about twenty people despite the flooding that was happening at the time. 
Anthony Roberts was confident he can get a core number of people to take on 
this role. Cllr. Johnston reported that less than twenty trees had died since 
being planted.  

• Clerk’s Finance Training-The Clerk had ordered the financial software. They 
had set up the accounting codes and the Clerk would be trained at the end of 
September.   

• Removal of the double yellow lines in Poplar Grove- The Clerk followed up 
the agreement to reduce the length of the double yellow lines along Beaumont 
Court in Poplar Grove. She had been told the order would be enacted this 
financial year.  
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• Beaumont Court-The Clerk wrote to the agent about the painting of the 
railings, the grass cutting and the estate agents boards. She was waiting for a 
reply. 

L. Saturday Office- The Clerk and Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers attended the Parish Office on 
Saturday 8th September 2007.  

• A resident of Cranbrook Drive was concerned about the overgrown 
hedge in front of the new houses along The Avenue on the Fairways 
development.  

• A resident reported that a tent had been pitched at Forest Side and she 
had seen people drinking in the day time at Playfield Road and in the 
Memorial Field.  

• A resident who used an electric buggy complained about the poor state 
of the pavements at the top of Poplar Grove and along Kennington 
Road and The Avenue to the village centre.  

• A resident wanted to thank the council for getting the play area cut in 
Playfield Road playing field. 

• A resident of Upper Road reported that the hedges along footpath no 2 
needed cutting. 

• A resident of Fairways said it was difficult to get to Fairways by wheel 
chair as there were no dropped kerbs to get from Playfield Road shops. 
She mentioned the hedge along The Avenue as well. The Clerk would 
contact Oxfordshire Highways about getting dropped kerbs.  

• A resident in Meadow View Road wanted to know who was 
responsible for the road leading to garages behind the houses in 
Meadow View Road. The Clerk had checked with the Land Registry 
and it was owned by the Vale Housing Association.  

 
3558. CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID 
A. Kennington United FC- A letter had been received from the Chairman of the 

club. He explained that the club had to upgrade their goal posts. The cost was 
£849 and they had balances as of 31st May of £1,939.10. They were applying to 
other grant giving bodies but would like to request a grant from the Parish 
Council. It was agreed on a proposition by Cllr. Johnston seconded by Cllr. Ellis 
to offer a grant. Cllr. Johnston initially suggested £100 but withdrew this in favour 
of a proposal from Cllr. Holland for £200 which was agreed.  

B. Kennington Youth Club-The Chairman of the Club had written to inform the 
council of the changes in the management of the leadership. It was now under the 
Matrix area which covers most of Oxford. Matrix had raised £4,000 to upgrade 
the fabric of the building and the club had contributed £600 of their balances 
which were £1,150.61 at 31st March. They were hoping for financial support from 
the Parish Council towards the total sum of about £17,000. It was agreed in 
principle to support this project but more details were needed so the item was 
deferred. There was concern that it was not clear if the quotation was a result of a 
tendering process. The Clerk was to discuss this with the Chairman of the Club 
and write to Matrix asking for more information.  

C. Dr Kovanen by email- The Chairman invited Dr Kovanen to speak about his 
email to the Clerk. He was complaining about the anti-social behaviour of people 
who lit bonfires. He wanted a more pro-active role from the Parish Council to 
discourage this practice. There was a long discussion on the points raised. It was 
agreed to repeat the article in the Kennington Chronicle with a more positive 
message to use the Vale’s brown bin scheme for garden waste and stop lighting 
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bonfires except on 5th November. The Chairman offered to take calls from people 
wishing to report problems confidentially.  

D. South East Plan- Copy of the Panel Report on the South East Plan and their 
recommendations to the Secretary of State for variations.  

E. NALC- Details of the Annual Conference to be held on 5-7 October. It was 
agreed not to send delegates this year.  

F. OCC/Vale Joint Liaison meeting-This was to be held on 27th September at 
Larkmead School. The Clerk had been asked to speak on the success of the flood 
prevention. The Chairman would be part of the panel.   

G. Vale-Request for a volunteer to fill a vacancy on the Independent Remuneration 
Panel. Cllr. Swaisland expressed an interest in this post.  

H. Oxford City Council-Copy of the Balance of Dwelling Report and Proposed 
changes to their Supplementary Planning Guidance. The changes sought to reduce 
the number of family homes being turned into multi-occupation accommodation 
in some areas of the city.  

I. Oxfordshire Nature Conservation Forum- Letter to introduce the group and 
offer a range of services to restore biodiversity. It was agreed that the offer would 
not be taken up.  

J. Review of Polling Districts and Places-The Vale was undertaking a review. 
They were working on the principle of minimal change. They would like any 
comments on the local divisions and the type of buildings used for the polling 
stations. Comments must be sent by 21st September.  

K. Headway- Thank you letter for the grant aid and a copy of their newsletter.  
L. Standards Committee-Copy of the agenda for the meeting on 6th September. 

Kennington was one of 19 councils to have informed the Vale that they have 
adopted the new code of conduct. The Vale would publish the adoption on behalf 
of the Parish Councils at no cost to them.  

M. CPRE- Copy of Fieldwork magazine for September 2007.  
N. BBOWT-Copy of their magazine Wildlife News and diary of events and details 

of the AGM.  
O. SLCC-Copy of The Clerk magazine. 
P. Clerks and Councils Direct-Copy of their magazine and a weekly subscription 

service called Local Councils Update. 
Q. Co-operative Futures- Leaflet on Social Enterprise initiatives.  
R. White Horse Show-Details of the show held on 26/27 August.  
S. OCC-Copy of the July and August editions of the Newsletters for Parish Councils 

and a Guide to the County Council.  
T. Electric Blankets- Details of free safety checks at Abingdon on 14th September.  
U. Flooding Information Packs- Details to householders of the support from the 

local authority and practical advice after being flooded.  
V. Oxfordshire Minerals and Waste Local Development Framework- Letter to 

say that following a round of consultation on both plans the County Council 
intended to do more technical work on possible sites and would send a further 
consultation in 2008.  

W. OPFA-Copy of their magazine The Playing Field.  
X. Brochures- Glasdon, Sutcliffe Play, Public Sector, Kinder, ASAP Computer 

Service, Civic Pride, Technical Surfaces, Record RSS. 
Y. River Thames Society- Copy of their autumn magazine, Thames Guardian. 
Z. Home2School- Copy of the newsletter for autumn 2007. 
AA. Draft Statement of Licensing Policy-Letter from the Vale advertising their 

draft policy and inviting comments by 30th October.  
BB. Working in partnership with the Vale-Invitation from Cllr. Julie Mayhew-
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Archer to a reception on 17th September from 5.30-7pm.  
CC. ORCC- Invitation to AGM and Presentation of Awards for the Oxfordshire 

Village of the Year Competition on 3rd October at Little Milton. 
DD. OPFA- Invitation to AGM and presentations on improving play areas on 1st 

October at Chalgrove.  
EE. Vale Planning Evening- Invitation for three members of the council to attend 

a planning evening on the topics of the Local Development plan and the Vale 
Community Strategy on 9th October at Wantage Civic Hall from 7-9pm. It was 
agreed that Cllr. Charlett, Cllr. Ellis and Cllr. Holland should attend.  

FF. Abingdon WEA-Information on educational courses in Abingdon.  
 
3559. FINANCIAL REPORT 
Contested Parish Council Elections Schedule of Costs 
The Vale had produced a break down of the cost for the elections. The total cost for 
both wards would be £2,202.19. The initial estimate had been £3,600.  
 
The financial report and accounts for payment were proposed by Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers 
and seconded by Cllr. Swaisland and agreed.  
 
Statement of Bank Accounts as at 31st August 2007 –  
Community Account                                                                              £500.00
Business Premium Account.                                                                    £27,421.20
Earmarked Funds £39,036.75
National Savings Investment Account                              £7,392.54

£74,350.49
Less un-presented cheques -£1,468.97

 £72,881.52
Charity Land B.P.A.                                                                                £168.89

 
Payments received 

Oxfordshire County Council 
Highway verge cutting grant 

£4,100.00 

 
Direct Debit 

Virginmedia 1st August 2007 
Internet and telephone charges 

£27.74 

Virginmedia 1st September 2007 
Internet and telephone charges 

£39.12 

 
 
Accounts paid in August 

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 
 

498 M D Biggs 
Catering for Best Kept Garden Competition 

£110.00 LGA 1972 
S137 

499 Mrs P Johnston 
Vouchers @ £100 and Cups for Garden 
Competition @ £65.67 and desserts @ £32.85 

£198.52 LGA 1972 
              S137 

500 Thames Water 
Water for pavilion 

£144.92 LG (Misc. Prov.) Act 
1976 

501 British Gas 
Gas for pavilion 

£23.47 LG (Misc. Prov.) Act 
1976 

502 D. Gustafson 
Driving mini bus for Best Kept Garden Comp. 

£25.00 LGA 1972 
S137 
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503 Kennington Playing Fields Association 
Grant towards insurance 

£3,718.05 LG (Misc. Prov.) Act 
1976 

504 D & N Building Contractors 
Repair to cemetery gate and installing bollards 

£340.00 LGA 1972 

505 Mr A Pope  
August Wages less tax 
Gross wages 
5 weeks @ £49.98 
3 hours @ £7.14  

£211.48 Litter Act 1983 
LGA 1972 

506 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Expenses for July 2007 

£109.00 LGA 1972 

507 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Net Salary less Tax and NI July 2007 

£956.04 LGA 1972 

508 H M Revenue and Customs 
Tax and Employer and Employee NI  

£378.61 LGA 1972 

509 Berinsfield Community Business 
Cemetery cuts 3/17/31 July 
Play areas cuts 3/31 July 
Maintenance and Colley Wood 2 July 

£947.28 LGA 1972 

510 Isis Accord 
Verge Cutting 2 July 

£330.62 Highways Act 1980 

511 Isis Accord 
Forest Side grass cutting 2/18 July 

£151.36 LG (Misc. Prov.) Act 
1976 

512 N Paddick 
Cleaning bus shelters 

£19.50 LGA 1972 

513 Kennington Methodist Church 
Hire of Hall for Best Kept Garden Comp. 

£50.00 LGA 1972 
S137 

514 Mrs P Johnston 
Postage/Land registry and Company House 
fees 

£28.34 LGA 1972 

515 Dataprint 
120 individual printed 
Best Kept Garden Competition certificates 

£80.37 LGA 1972 
S137 

 
 
Paid from Playing Fields Account in August 

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 

516 Isis Accord 
Playfield Road Grass Cutting 2/18 July 

£186.83 LG (Misc. Prov.) Act 
1976 

517 Avoncrop Amenity Products 
Greenmaster Liquid 

£52.25 LG (Misc. Prov.) Act 
1976 

518 LJ & CA Cannings 
Repair to Cylinder Mower 

£387.32 LG (Misc. Prov.) Act 
1976 

519 Isis Accord 
Strimming grass at Forest Side 

£215.03 LG (Misc. Prov.) Act 
1976 

 
Accounts to be paid 

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 
 

520 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Expenses for August  

£109.00 LGA 1972 

521 Cancelled cheque   
522 Mrs P Johnston 

Clerk’s Net Salary less Tax and NI August  
£953.05 LGA 1972 

523 Mr A Pope  
September Wages less tax 
Gross wages 4 weeks @ £49.98 

£155.97 LGA 1972 

524 Berinsfield Community Business £396.11 LGA 1972 
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Cemetery cuts 14/28 August 
Play areas cuts 28 August 

525 Isis Accord 
Forest Side grass cutting  9/21 August 

£151.36 LG (Misc. Prov.) Act 
1976 

526 Isis Accord 
Verge Cutting 6 August 

£330.62 Highways Act 1980 

527 Oxfordshire Association for the Blind 
Grant Aid 

£50.00 LGA 1972 
S137 

528 Friends of Kennington Library 
Grant Aid 

£250.00 LGA 1972 
S137 

529 Kennington Village Hall 
Hire of rooms August/September 

£50.25 LGA 1972 

530 Oxford Said Business School 
Photocopying July 

£34.17 LGA 1972 

531 Southern Electric 
Electricity for War Memorial 

£41.41 War Memorial Act 
1923 extended 1948 

532 P A Turney Limited 
Stihl BG85 hand-held Blower 

£205.63 LGA 1972 

533 HM Revenue and Customs 
Clerk’s and Village Warden’s tax and NI 

£365.76 LGA 1972 

534 Mr P Biggs 
Chairman’s Allowance 

£117.50 LGA 1972 

539 Vale of White Horse DC 
Conduct of Elections 3 May 2007 

£2,202.19 LGA 1972 

540 Vale of White Horse DC 
Servicing of six dog bins 

£277.24 Litter Act 1983 

 
From Playing Fields Account  

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 

535 Isis Accord 
Playfield Road Grass Cutting 9/21 August 

£186.83 LG (Misc. Prov.) Act 
1976 

536 Isis Accord 
Weed spraying 

£997.49 LG (Misc. Prov.) Act 
1976 

537  Southern Electric 
Forest Side Electricity 5/6 to 30/8 

£29.16 LG (Misc. Prov.) Act 
1976 

538 Southern Electric 
Playfield Road Electricity 5/6 to 30/8 

£126.55 LG (Misc. Prov.) Act 
1976 

541 Vale of White Horse DC 
Annual Inspection and Risk Assessment 

£124.00 LG (Misc. Prov.) Act 
1976 

 
3560. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
The minutes of the meeting on 24th July and 21st August, 2007 were noted. The Parish 
Council considered the renewal of the outline plans for Templeton College. They 
agreed not to object and sent the following comment.  

• The Design Statement indicates that the College is to change from a primarily 
educational institute to a conference centre. This may have an impact on the 
number of vehicle movements to and from the college.  

• There seems to be a significant leisure element to the project. It was felt by the 
members that if possible it would benefit the local community if there was 
some form of public access for local people. The college is a good neighbour 
to the village and this would strengthen its links to the community.  

• The members welcome the new entrance and driveway indicated in the design 
statement as it will make the College more accessible for people with mobility 
problems.  

3561. REPORTS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
There were no reports 
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3562. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 
Cllr. Mrs. Horseman- She wanted to know what was to happen to the sandbags at 
the end of the village. The Clerk had spoken to the Vale and they were happy for 
people to take them for their own use. They warned that the bag and sand should be 
stored separately as they would rot.  
Cllr. Holland-He reported that a car was parking on the verge in Simpsons Way. He 
would supply the Clerk with the house number after the meeting.  
Cllr. Swaisland- He said there was a drain without a cover in the verge near the 
railway bridge in Sandford Lane. He felt it was dangerous. He said that the fencing 
along the cemetery was leaning out by the gate to the alley. He also added that he was 
concerned that people whose drives were laid with gravel should sweep the paths 
outside their homes to prevent people slipping on the dislodged gravel.   
 
3563. REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Cllr. Johnston reported that the date for the start of the decriminalisation of the 
parking regulations had been put back. The County Council wanted to do further 
consultation. He felt that the Vale in particular would be pressing for an early date as 
they wanted to promote resident parking schemes. He reported that he was concerned 
at the lack of weed spraying on the road and footways. Weeds were beginning to grow 
along the edges of the road forcing up the surface and dislodging kerb stones. He had 
put down a motion to the County Council asking for the weed spraying budget to be 
reinstated.  
   
3564. REPORT OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Cllr. Patterson reported on the flood relief grant from the Government. He said the 
Vale had received £250,000 towards helping with the immediate problems caused by 
the flooding in July. The number of homes in the District Council areas affected 
varied dramatically. The worst area was West Oxfordshire with 1,700 followed by the 
Vale with 800, then Oxford City with 200, Cherwell 66 and South Oxfordshire with 
only 3. Of those only one home affected was in Kennington and twenty four in South 
Hinksey. Each household could apply for a grant of £250 from the Vale towards the 
clear up of their homes. The County Council had about £2.75 million damage to its 
property. It was below the threshold to receive government grant. Cllr. Patterson 
reported on the South East Plan. The report had recommended 4,000 dwellings on the 
Oxford Green Belt between Grenoble Road and the Baldons. He said that a large 
proportion of any planning gain would be taken up with the relocation of the sewage 
treatment plant at Sandford. The Vale would be making its comments on the plan to 
the Minister, Hazel Blears. The Vale were pleased that there was a comment that the 
Green Belt in its area should not be reviewed for at least twenty years. He reported on 
a meeting he had attended on the proposed plans for Post Office closures. The 
Oxfordshire/ Gloucestershire area recommendations for closure would be published in 
February 2008. There would be a six week consultation period. He mentioned that the 
Vale’s Chief Executive had been off work for five weeks because of illness. He was 
now fully recovered. The Old Gaol detailed bids should be complete by 22nd October 
and the Executive would make its choice of preferred bidder at its meeting on 7th 
December. Until that time it would remain commercially confidential to protect the 
Vale’s position.  
 
Meeting Closed – 9.30pm   
 
 
Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


