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KENNINGTON                                       Minutes of the Meeting held on 
PARISH COUNCIL Thursday 11th September 2008 at 7.30 pm 
OXFORDSHIRE                                in Rooms 2/3 of the Village Centre  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Cllr. Biggs in the chair 
Present:  
Cllr. Baggott  
Cllr. Charlett 
Cllr. Ellis  
Cllr. Holland 
Cllr. Johnston  

Cllr. Mason 
Cllr. Patterson 
Cllr. Swaisland 
Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers 

In Attendance:  Mrs. P. Johnston (Clerk) 
 
3700. MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
There were no members of the public present.  
 
3701. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
Cllr. Auton, Cllr. Mrs. Horseman, Cllr. Jennings and Cllr. Perkins  
 
3702. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Cllr. Patterson declared a personal and prejudicial interest on Item 3705 N relating to 
the grant for the car park at Forest Side as a member of the Vale’s Area Committee 
which would decide the level of grant from the Vale.  
 
3703. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
The minutes of the meeting on 10th July 2008 had been altered to correct two spelling 
mistakes. They were approved and signed as a correct record.  
 
3704. OXFORDSHIRE 2030 CONSULTATION 
The document had been considered by the members of the Parish Council. They 
decided on a proposition by Cllr. Charlett seconded by Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers that they 
did not wish to make any comment.  

 
3705. REPORT OF THE CLERK 
A. Forest Side Play Area Surface- During inspection of the Forest Side play 

equipment, it was apparent that the woodchip surface needed replacement. The 
Clerk investigated the options during the summer holiday. She invited the 
representative of Playdale who installed the equipment in 2002 to look at the 
problem. The representative confirmed that it would cost a great deal of money to 
replace the surface with wet pour as each piece of equipment required a different 
depth of surface. He estimated at least £30,000. He suggested that the best 
solution was new woodchip. However he said before it was laid the surface 
needed preparing as it had become weedy and compacted. He provided a 
quotation for providing and spreading Cushionfall at a cost of £3,000. The Clerk 
had found out that the cost of the Cushionfall was £1,100 delivered to site. 
Volunteers would have to spread it. The Clerk also contacted the representative of 
Matta products who provide interlocking tile safety surfacing. They could lay the 
tiles at a cost £7,475 but as with the Cushionfall, work was needed to prepare the 
surface which had not been costed. It was agreed on a proposition by Cllr. Mason 
seconded by Cllr. Baggott that a price be obtained by the Clerk for the 
groundwork and that the Cushionfall was to be purchased directly and spread by 
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volunteers.  
B. Work to the Forest Side Trees- There was a request from the Playing Fields 

Association to inspect the trees along the southern boundary of Forest Side along 
the track. The Clerk, the chairman and the Vice-chairman went to look at the site 
and noted that there were a number of trees needing attention within the boundary 
of the playing field. The Clerk invited Simon Ringrose to produce a quotation 
which was available at the meeting. It was decided on a proposition by Cllr. Ellis 
seconded by Cllr. Patterson to obtain a second quotation for the work and inform 
St John’s College’s land agent Savills that the work needed to be done.  

C. Work to trees at the Southern end of Upper Road-As requested at an earlier 
meeting the Clerk met Simon Ringrose to show him the area at the southern end 
of Upper Road near the footpath that needed clearing. He produced a quotation for 
the removal and pruning of trees costing a total of £560. This quotation was 
accepted on a proposition by Cllr. Charlett seconded by Cllr. Johnston and the 
Clerk would inform the immediate neighbours when a date for the work was 
know.  

D. Bus Shelters replacements-The bus shelters were due to be installed on 1st and 
2nd September but one of them was too wide for the space available. The Clerk 
had arranged to meet the representative of Queensbury Shelters on 12th September 
to look at the sites of the three remaining shelters to be replaced. It was likely that 
the shelter that had already been manufactured could be used in the south end of 
The Avenue. If that was done, a smaller one could be produced for Kennington 
Road. It was agreed on a proposition Cllr Charlett and seconded by Cllr. Johnston 
to purchase the final two shelters needed in this financial year and transfer the 
estimated cost of about £6,000 from the balances to cover the cost.  

E. Overgrown trees across Footpath No 2 Kennington Road to Upper Road- 
There had been a further complaint from a neighbour who was being affected by 
the overhanging trees across his garden which also dropped fruit on the footpath. 
The Chairman asked the Clerk to investigate how much it would cost to cut the 
trees back to the boundary fence. She had obtained a quotation from Ringrose 
Tree Services for £450. The contractor noted that it would be a difficult job 
working only from the footpath and it may not stop the problem as the fruit trees 
may regenerate with vigorous growth. After a discussion about whether or not the 
Parish Council should undertake this work, Cllr. Charlett undertook to talk to the 
owner of the tree informally to try to resolve the problem of the fruit falling on the 
footpath and causing a hazard for older people.  

F. Calor Oxfordshire Village of the Year-The Parish Council’s submission was not 
successful in winning one of the major prizes. However the village was awarded 
£100 sponsored by the Barnsbury Charitable Trust for the Parish Council’s 
Saturday drop in available to residents. The presentation of the awards would be 
on 8th October 2008. 

G. Crime Figures- The Chairman as a member of the Neighbourhood Action Group 
had provided a copy of the crime statistics for the year April 2007 to March 2008 
for discussion. 

H. Highway Matters- Pothole in the pavement at No 201 Poplar Grove was 
reported. The uneven manhole cover in the roadway outside No 9 Bagley Wood 
Road was reported. An investigation of the state of the footpath from The Tandem 
to the Railway Bridge was requested. The raised footway along Sandford Lane 
was reported again.  

I. War Memorial- The Clerk in consultation with the Chairman and Vice-chairman 
had confirmed work to be undertaken on the Lime Trees at the War Memorial 
costing £60.  

J. Street Name Signs- The Clerk had received acknowledgment of her letter and the 
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Vale had confirmed they would do the signs on a phased programme starting with 
Kenville Road as they are the worst.   

K. Play Areas Working Group- Most of the quotations have been received and a 
date for a further meeting was to be on 4th November 2008. 

L. Flooding Working Party- It was agreed the group would meet on 14th October 
2008     

M. Saturday Office- There had been two Saturday offices since the last meeting. On 
12th July, Cllr. Ellis and the Clerk had three callers. One wanted to complain about 
parking on the double yellow lines outside the Co-op. Two residents wanted to ask 
for the damaged road surface in Bagley Close to be repaired.  On 6th September, 
Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers and the Clerk had six callers. Mrs Skinner, Colley Wood, 
brought a letter, photographs and specimen of the acorns falling from the oak tree 
next to her property. She would like branches removed that are crossing her 
boundary fence. She has been in contact with Pye’s but they have not responded 
to her letters. It was agreed to write to Pye’s on her behalf if she did not get any 
response to her second letter. A resident of The Avenue asked about getting a 
neighbour’s hedge cut back. A resident of Fairways asked about whether the 
Parish Council could do anything about the parking on the corner of Playfield 
Road and Cranbrook Drive near the entrance to Fairways. The Clerk had spoken 
to the PCSO Wright and he had investigated it but said that he could not take any 
action. He suggested double yellow lines. The Clerk asked him to be careful about 
which council people should approach as he had confused the powers of the 
Parish and County Council. A resident reported that the lock was missing from the 
barrier in Cow Lane. A request for more information on the Aqua Sacs was 
requested. A disabled scooter owner said the pavements in Kennington Road and 
Poplar Grove were very uneven.  

N. Kennington Playing Fields Association-The Secretary of the Association had 
written formally to request release of some of the earmarked funds for the 
improvement to Forest Side car park. They have had a quotation for £10,380. 
They had submitted a grant application to the Vale of White Horse District 
Council for £5,000 and would like a contribution of £5,000 from the Parish 
Council. The total sum earmarked for developments at the Playing Fields was 
£25,000 with £10,000 earmarked for new play equipment. Cllr. Patterson declared 
a personal and prejudicial interest as a member of the Vale’s Area Committee 
which would be deciding the level of funding and did not take part in the decision. 
Cllr. Johnston said although he was a member of the Vale’s Area Committee he 
could not vote on the matter at the Vale as he was the Parish Council’s 
representative on the Playing Field Committee and so could take part in the Parish 
Council’s decision.  It was agreed on a proposition by Cllr. Charlett seconded by 
Cllr. Ellis to offer a grant of £5,000 from the earmarked reserves.  

O. Flooding in Upper Road- The Clerk has been given an update by the resident of 
the property affected by the blocked storm water drain. The contractors had 
completed their survey and made a report to Thames Water. Thames Water would 
be considering the cost and if the work was agreed it would start in late 
October/early November. The officer from Thames Water who had been so 
helpful in getting the project moving had now left the company. Thames Water 
had applied for planning permission for a temporary storage site for the 
contractor’s equipment on Egrove Park for when they were working on sewage 
pipes in Upper Road later in the year. 
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3706. CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUEST FOR GRANT AID 
 
A. Air Ambulance- A letter had been received requesting a grant towards the work 

of the Air Ambulance in Oxfordshire. They received a grant of £50 in 2006/7. It 
was agreed to make them a grant on a proposition by Cllr. Charlett seconded by 
Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers. It was agreed that the grant should be £250 on a proposition 
by Cllr. Charlett seconded by Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers 

B. Oxfordshire Association for the Blind- A letter had been received requesting a 
grant towards the work they do locally. They had 21 members in Kennington who 
received support. They received a grant of £50 in 2005/6 and £50 in 2007/8. It 
was agreed to make them a grant on a proposition by Cllr. Johnston seconded by 
Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers. It was agreed that the grant should be £100 on a proposition 
by Cllr. Mason seconded by Cllr. Swaisland. 

C. Mrs Haskins, Rowles Close- She wanted to know what could be done to get the 
garden of the bungalow in Upper Road along Rowles Close tidied up.  As this 
matter was a concern with a number of residents in Rowles Close it was agreed 
that the Clerk would locate the owner of the property via the Land Registry and 
write to them asking if they could do the work.  

D. Mrs Morris, Cranbrook Drive- Letter requesting permission to plant a tree in 
the Memorial Field. This was passed on to the Secretary of the Memorial Field 
Committee.  

E. Sue Lewis – Email requesting that the Parish Council consider making 
Kennington a No Cold Calling Zone. The Chairman had asked that this was 
discussed by the Neighbourhood Action Group which was meeting on the same 
night as the Parish Council.  

F. OCC- Copy of a letter to resident in Sandford Lane who had requested traffic 
calming. There was no prospect of any action because of the good accident record 
in the Lane and it does not accord with the Local Transport Plan. It was agreed 
that the Clerk should contact the owner of the Sandford Lane site. Notification of 
a temporary traffic order closing the A423 Southern Bypass, south side, off-slip 
road to Kennington on 13th September for 2 days between 7am and 7pm. 
Notification of the use of electronic consultation system for new planning 
applications. Letter relating to the partial review of RPG9 and draft South East 
Plan and review of Sub-Regional allocation of Land-Won Aggregates.  

G. Vale- Copy of letter to Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural affairs 
about Thames Water’s Draft Water Resources Management Plan. Copy of their 
information sheet for Parish Councils including notice of a Parish Liaison Event 
on 5th November at 6pm in Wantage Civic Hall. Notification of an event on 24th  
August to take the London 2012 Olympic Flag onto the White Horse Hill. Sample 
of the Housing Survey being sent to selected homes in the Vale.  

H. Oxford City Council- Copy of the Proposed Submission Document for Oxford’s 
Core Strategy 2026. Letter relating to the West End Area Action Plan.  

I. Oxfordshire Waste Partnership- Letter advertising a national Big Tidy Up 
month in September.  

J. Government Office for the South East- Copy of the Secretary of State’s 
proposed changes to the draft Regional Spatial Strategy for the south East on CD. 
Deadline for comments was 24th October. There was a discussion about the Green 
Belt and the possibility of building houses in the Green Belt around Oxford which 
had not been previously identified in the South East Plan. The Clerk would print 
out the relevant proposals for discussion at the next meeting.  

K. Southern Electric- Invitation to fix electricity prices for two years.  
L. Oxfordshire Nature Conservation Forum- Letter offering help in producing a 

wildlife plan for the parish as part of Oxfordshire’s Rebuilding Biodiversity 
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Project. It was agreed to write to the group asking them what they could offer the 
village.  

M. Octabus Dial-a-Ride Service- The current contract was to end on 31st March 
2009 and the consortium of the County and District Councils was consulting 
Parish Councils on their views about how the service runs and any improvements 
that could be made. It was agreed to highlight this consultation in the Clerk’s 
report in the Kennington Chronicle.  

N. AbITS –Copy of Summer Newsletter.  
O. SLCC- Copy of the Clerk magazine for September. Notice of AGM on 18th 

October.  
P. Clerks and Councils Direct- Copy of the September edition of the magazine. 
Q. CPRE- Copy of their magazine Fieldwork for September. Letter asking for 

support in challenging the Thames Water’s Draft Water Resources Management 
Plan and the proposal to build a reservoir in the Vale.  

R. OALC- Copy of Members Update for July and September and notification of the 
cancellation of the Chairmanship Training on 1st October.  

S. OPFA- Copy of the Playing Field magazine.  
T. Oxfordshire PCT- A copy of their newsletter Health News.  
U. Vale of White Horse Community Safety Partnership- Copy of their Cumminty 

Safety Newsletter summer 2008 including details of the local NAG.  
V. Sobell House-Poster advertising Gift Fair on 7th October at Kingston Bagpuize 

House from 10am to 4.30pm.  
W. Vale House-Details of their fundraising activities.  
X. Headway- Copy of their July newsletter.  
Y. Uffington White Horse Show- Poster for the show on 24/25 August.  
Z. Brochures- Associated Surfaces and Materials, Glasdon, Saltex, SMP, 

Festivelighting, IOG Saltex,  
AA. Home 2 School-Copy of the autumn newsletter.  
BB. Village Warden- Letter from the warden about various items needing 

attention in the village including the cutting of the verge on the west side of the 
slip road.  

CC. SLCC-Invitation to a Regional Conference on 12th November in Uckfield.   
DD. South East Plan- Invitation to comment on the Gypsy and Traveller 

Accommodation Needs. They wanted comments on the total number of sites 
needed and how they would be distributed per District. The number of pitches for 
the Vale estimated for the period 2006-2016 is in Option A-1, Option B-8, Option 
C-19 and Option D-12. Comments had to be submitted by 21st November 2008.  

EE. River Thames Society-Copy of the Thames Guardian.  
FF.        Oxford City Council- Copy of the Countryside Events for September 2008 

to March 2009.  
 
 
3707. FINANCIAL REPORT AND ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

 
The financial report and accounts for payment were agreed on a proposition by Cllr. 
Charlett seconded by Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers.  
 
Statement of Bank Accounts as at 29th August 2008 –  
Community Account                                                                              £500.00
Business Premium Account.                                                                   £11,576.81
Earmarked Funds Account £60,741.94
National Savings Investment Account                              £7,679.15

Sub total £80,497.90
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Less outstanding cheques 0
£80,497.90

Charity Land B.P.A.                                                                                £178.83
 
Payments Received 

HM Revenue and Customs 
VAT repayment 

£5,210.90 

Oxfordshire County Council 
Verge Cutting Grant 

£4,271.00 

Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils 
Refund for cancelled course on Chairmanship 

£47.00 

 
Direct Debit 

Virgin Media 4 August 2008 
Internet and telephone charges 
(Includes £60 for router/usb card which would be cancelled on next 
invoice) 

£88.63 

 
Paid between meetings in August 

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 
 

730 Ock Hire (Abingdon) Ltd 
Hire of minibus for Garden Competition 

£88.13 LGA 1972 
S137 

731 Ock Hire (Abingdon) Ltd 
Refundable deposit  for hire of minibus for 
Garden Competition 

£100.00 LGA 1972 
S137 

732 Thames Water  
Water supply for pavilion 10 April-9 July 

£96.94 LG (Misc. Prov. ) Act  
1976 

733 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Expenses for July 

£111.29 LGA 1972 

734 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Net Salary July less Tax  
No NI for Clerk as had reached retirement age 

£548.95 LGA 1972 

735 Mr A Pope  
August Wages less tax 
Gross wages  
4 weeks litter collection @ £51.03 per week 
4 weeks watering baskets 8 hours @ £7.29 per 
hour 
Flowers for baskets £3.97 

£214.01 LGA 1972 

736 HM Revenue and Customs 
Clerk’s and Village Warden’s tax and 
Employer’s NI 

£389.53 LGA 1972 

737 Mrs P Johnston 
Items for Garden Comp £110.01 
Stamps £29.14 
Router/Keyboard/Mouse from PC World 
£109.97 

£249.12 LGA 1972 
S137 

738 M D Biggs 
Meals for Garden Competition 26 July 

£132.00 LGA 1972 
S137 

739 Kennington Methodist Church 
Hire of Methodist Hall for Garden Comp. 

£50.00 LGA 1972 
S137 

740 D & N Building Contractors 
Removal of 2 bus shelters and installation of 
1litter bin 

£560.00 PCAct 1957 
Litter Act 1983 

741 Playdale Playgrounds Ltd. 
6 Polyfix T Joint for Forest Side play 
equipment  

£20.45 LG (Misc. Prov. ) Act  
1976 

742 GreenThumb 
Treatment for War Memorial grass 
 

£50.00 War Memorials Act 
1923 
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743 Enterprise 
Verge cutting 28/04, 14/05, 29/05 and 17/06  

£1,355.53 Highway Act 1980 

744 Enterprise 
Verge cutting 15/07 

£338.88 Highway Act 1980 

745 Enterprise 
Forest Side grass cutting 29/04,16/05, 29/05, 
13/06, 26/06 
 

£387.87 LG (Misc. Prov. ) Act  
1976 

746 Enterprise 
Forest Side grass cutting 24/07 

£77.57 LG (Misc. Prov. ) Act  
1976 

747 Enterprise 
Strimming Forest Side boundary 

£247.34 LG (Misc. Prov. ) Act  
1976 

748 Enterprise 
Playfield Road grass cutting 29/04, 16/05, 
29/05, 13/06, 26/06 

£478.75 LG (Misc. Prov. ) Act  
1976 

749 Enterprise 
Playfield Road grass cutting 24/07 

£95.75 LG (Misc. Prov. ) Act  
1976 

750 Kevin Summersbee 
Repair of bench in Playfield Road Playing 
Field 

£146.88 LG (Misc. Prov. ) Act  
1976 

 
Accounts in credit 

British Gas  
Playfield Road Pavilion 

-£115.54 

Virgin Media 12 August 2008 
Internet and telephone charges -credit 
(Includes credit for un-delivered router/usb card) 

-£30.30 

Southern Electric 
Electricity for War Memorial 30/05-28/08 

-£81.69 

 
Accounts to be paid 

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 
 

751 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Expenses for August 

£111.29 LGA 1972 

752 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Net Salary August less Tax  
No NI for Clerk as had reached retirement age 

£1048.35 LGA 1972 

753 Mr A Pope  
September Wages less tax 
Gross wages  
5 weeks litter collection @ £51.03 per week 
5 weeks watering baskets 10 hours @ £7.29 
per hour 

£262.45 LGA 1972 

754 HM Revenue and Customs 
Clerk’s and Village Warden’s tax and 
Employer’s NI 

£317.73 LGA 1972 

755 Mr P Biggs 
Chairman’s quarterly allowance 

£120.00 LGA 1972 

756 Lyreco 
Paper and envelopes 

£26.26 LGA 1972 

757 Kennington Village Hall 
Hire of rooms  

£65.60 LGA 1972 

758 St Johns College No 3 Domestic Account 
Forest Side Rent 29/09 to 24/12  

£312.50 LG (Misc. Prov.) Act 
1976 

759 Vale of White Horse District Council 
Servicing of six dog bins 

£292.36 Litter Act 1983 

760 N Paddick 
Cleaning bus shelters 

£19.50 PC Act 1957 

761 Allianz Insurance plc 
Additional cover for personal accident and 
increased cover for bus shelters 

£185.53 LGA 1972 
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762 Oxford Said Business School 
Photocopying 

£17.77 LGA 1972 

763 Berinsfield Community Business 
Cemetery and Play area grass cutting  

£648.31 LGA 1972 and  
LG (Misc. Prov.) Act 

1976 
764 Friends of Kennington Library 

Grant aid  
£300.00 LGA 1972 

S137 
765 Berinsfield Community Business 

Cemetery and Play area grass cutting and 
quarterly maintenance 

£844.46 LGA 1972 and  
LG (Misc. Prov.) Act 

1976 
769 RBS Software Solutions 

Annual software maintenance for one year 
£88.12 LGA 1972 

770 Queensbury Shelters Limited 
Installation of bus shelter at  
St Swithun’s School 

£4,588.38 PC Act 1957 

771 Enterprise 
Verge Cutting 20/08 

£338.88 Highway Act 1980 

772 Enterprise  
Forest Side Grass Cutting 08/08 and 21/08 

£155.15 LG (Misc. Prov.) Act 
1976 

 
From Playing Fields Account 

Cheque No. 
104… 

   Power to Act 
 

766 Southern Electric 
Electricity for Forest Side 30/05 to 28/08 

£81.43 LG (Misc. Prov.) Act 
1976 

767 Monro South 
Pitchmarker 
Liquid and Powder 

£145.11 LG (Misc. Prov.) Act 
1976 

768 Endsleigh Insurances (Brokers)  Ltd 
Grant towards insurance costs 

£2,788.33 LG (Misc. Prov.) Act 
1976 

773 Southern Electric 
Electricity for Playfield Road 30/05-28/08  

£147.42 LG (Misc. Prov.) Act 
1976 

774 Enterprise 
Playfield Road Grass Cutting  

£191.50 LG (Misc. Prov.) Act 
1976 

 
3708. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
The minutes of the planning committee on 15th July 2008 were noted.  
 
3709. REPORTS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
Fairtrade Village- Cllr. Mason reported on the public meeting held on 10th 
September to discuss attaining Fairtrade Village Status for Kennington. It was not 
well attended but they had established a core number of people who would act as a 
steering group. A constitution was agreed and a further meeting planned for 7th 
October. He hoped that the Parish Council would be supportive if they needed 
financial help.  
Playing Fields Association- Cllr. Johnston reported two items from the last meeting. 
The green shed on Forest Side had been taken down. He explained about the 
background of the request for a grant towards the work on the car park at Forest Side.  
 
3710. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 
Cllr. Mason- He had been approached about the A34 by a resident in Bagley Close. 
He wondered if there was anything that could be done to get the work proposed by the 
Highway Agency done earlier. Cllr. Johnston reported that the County Council was 
bidding for a large amount of money towards the Access to Oxford plan which would 
involve modifications to the access routes around Oxford but this was still in the 
planning stage. Cllr. Mason asked about the Social Club rent. Cllr. Charlett as 
Chairman of the Village Hall Management Committee explained that the rent was 
agreed by independent valuation as the Charity Commissioners expected the 
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Committee to obtain best market rents on any assets. He invited any resident to come 
to the Village Hall Management Committee’s Annual General Meeting which was 
held in March to ask any questions about these issues.  
Cllr. Ellis- He reported that there had been more vandalism to the long wall in St 
Swithun’s Road. It was suggested that the resident could install CCTV. 
Cllr. Baggott- He reported that the overhanging bushes by the Church Hall into Cow 
Lane would be cut back by members of the Church. He was concerned about who was 
responsible for the hedge in The Avenue frontage of the house at Fairways. It was 
agreed to add this area to the quarterly maintenance done by Berinsfield Community 
Business.  
Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers- She was concerned about the trees and shrubs growing through 
the railings on the opposite side of the road to the Co-op in Kennington Road. The 
Clerk was asked to write a letter to the owners of the properties reminding them that it 
was their responsibility to keep the shrubs cut back from the pavement.  
Cllr. Holland- He reported that there were three dead trees on land at Ross Court. 
This was felt to be on private land and not the concern of the council. He said that the 
verge that had been covered with paving slabs during work at a property in Simpson’s 
Way had not been reinstated. He had seen an article about safe weed spraying in the 
Local Government Review and wondered if the Parish Council could spray the 
gutters. It was agreed that this was a matter for the Highway Authority who had 
decided not to fund this work. He and his wife had removed Ragwort on the slip road.  
 
3711. REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Cllr. Johnston reported that the County Council would be issuing a tender next year to 
the European Journal for a contract not only for highway work but also grounds and 
vehicle maintenance. He said that the recent bunding around the fly tipping at 
Redbridge Hollow had not been successful in stopping further waste being added. 
There would be new security measures in place which it was hoped would lead to 
prosecutions. It was possible that the large cost of removal could be offset by a grant 
to build additional pitches on the site where the fly tipping is located as part of the 
South East Plan’s review of Travellers’ sites.  
 
3712. REPORT OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Cllr. Patterson had spoken to the Chairman of the Vale, Cllr. Alison Rooke, about 
attending the Carols around the Tree event in December and she had indicated that 
she would like an invitation. He suggested that the event could be more widely 
advertised but it was agreed it was best kept as a village occasion. He spoke of the 
opposition of the group of parishes calling themselves GARD against the reservoir 
being proposed by Thames Water. GARD had produced a report against the Thames 
Water’s Water Resources Plan. The District Council and the Environment Agency 
had reviewed the plan and had come to the same conclusion that Thames Water had 
not made a case for an additional reservoir in the Vale. The Water Resources Plan was 
now with Hilary Benn, the Secretary for State for Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs. If he approved it without amendment this would be a tacit approval of the 
reservoir without a public enquiry which had been requested by all the other 
authorities involved. He reported that he had been made Vice-chairman of the 
Regional Planning Committee by the Regional Assembly at their July meeting. He 
spoke about the Government’s announcement that there would be free swimming for 
the over 60s from April 2009. The Vale had been allocated £37,000 for two years to 
pay for this but it was estimated that for the current users only it would cost £52,000 
per year and this did not include any increase in usage. The costs would rise 
significantly once the free swimming entitlement was given to all those under 16. 
Cllr. Baggott asked if the additional cost could be re-charged to the Government. Cllr. 
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Patterson said that there was no mechanism to do this and reductions would need to 
be found in other services to cover the costs of any new initiatives which were not 
fully funded. He confirmed that the new joint Chief Executive for the Vale and South 
Oxfordshire was David Buckle. Terry Stock who had been the Chief Executive for the 
Vale was an excellent candidate but was not successful and would be retiring. There 
would now be a role out of the new joint senior posts until 31st March when everyone 
would be in post. It was estimated to be saving the two councils about £750,000.  
 
The Clerk read out the comments from Cllr. Jennings who had sent his apologies. He 
noted that he continued to oppose the speeding through of the creation of joint 
services and a single Chief Executive. He also disagreed with any proposal to have 
fortnightly waste collections. He said that the ruling group had not consulted with the 
people of the Vale on this proposal and he urged them to do so.  
 
Following these comments there was a debate between members and Cllr. Patterson 
about fortnightly collection. There was strong feeling that the Vale’s residents should 
be consulted about the type of refuse collections to be offered. Cllr. Mason asked if 
the service would be delivered using wheelie bins only. Cllr. Patterson said it had not 
been finally decided but it was likely because of health and safety issues with the 
refuse collectors lifting heavy bins. He said they intended to have a weekly food 
collection service which would mean there should be no concerns about health risks.  

 
Meeting Closed – 9.25pm   
 
 
 
 
Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


