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KENNINGTON                                       Minutes of the Meeting held on 
PARISH COUNCIL Thursday 9th September 2010 at 7.30 pm 
OXFORDSHIRE                                in Kennington Village Hall 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Cllr. Biggs in the chair 
Present:  
Cllr. Baggott  
Cllr. Charlett  
Cllr. Cobb  
Cllr. Patterson  

Cllr. Perkins 
Cllr. Mrs. Rodgers 
Cllr. Swaisland (until item 4014)

 
In Attendance:  Mrs. P. Johnston (Clerk), County Councillor Arash Fatemian (from 
item 4011) and one member of the public. 
 
4001. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
There were no items raised.  
 
4002. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
Apologies were received from Cllr. Mrs Horseman, Cllr. Jennings, Cllr. Johnston and 
Cllr. Mason  
 
4003. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest.  
 
4004. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
The minutes of the meeting on 8th July 2010 were approved and signed as a correct 
record. 

 
4005. CO-OPTION FOR VACANCY ON PARISH COUNCIL 
Following the advertisement of the vacancy, the District Council had confirmed that 
there was no request for a by-election and the Parish Council could now co-opted. It 
was agreed to advertise the vacancy on the Parish Council notice boards and in the 
Kennington Chronicle and on the web site. The Clerk would also write to the 
unsuccessful candidates from the previous co-option and ask them if they would like 
to apply again.  
 
4006. POLICY ON MEDIA CONTACTS 
There was a discussion on the recent confusion about whether or not members should 
comment when contacted by the press on local matters. Cllr. Baggott was concerned 
that as his name was the first on the web site list they seemed to call him first. It was 
agreed that the media should be informed that the first point of contact was the Clerk 
and if she was not available then the Chairman. The Clerk would consult with the 
Chairman and Vice-chairman when contacted to decide how to express the Parish 
Council’s collective view on any matters. Members who were also on principal 
authorities could express a view if it related to their other role. All other members 
should only express a personal view and explain they were not talking on behalf of 
the Parish Council.  
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4007. REPORT OF THE CLERK 
 

A. The Links Play Area- The new play warden, Michael Hutton, was appointed and 
started work on 26th July. He had the equipment needed to do the job including a 
very large rake for the play bark. The Twinfly mechanism came undone and the 
company Proludic had supplied a new unit. The Clerk had asked TCL to stop the 
maintenance work. The grass cutting would have to be picked up as part of the 
grass cutting contract for the following season. The Clerk had purchased some 
dog proof fencing for the boundary with the Memorial Field which would be 
installed by the Chairman and Vice-chairman.  A meeting had been organised for 
13th September for a handover from TCL. They have sent the invoice for the final 
part of the costs which was £7,733.02 plus VAT. There would be an issue of 
replacing the dead trees. It was agreed that only 50% of the remaining bill should 
be paid and the balance a year after the final hand over.  

B. Forest Side- There had been no further information from St John’s College about 
the request for permission to install a dirt cycle track. The Clerk had found out it 
was possible to obtain a grant from WREN for a professionally built dirt track. 
Cllr. Patterson hoped that the community grants would available from the Vale in 
the next financial year so a bid could be made to the Vale. There had been 
complaints that the litter bins had been removed from the car park. The Clerk had 
asked the Playing Fields Association to investigate. It was agreed to discuss 
purchasing a new bin at the next meeting. There had also been concern expressed 
that some young people have been camping overnight on field. The Clerk and the 
Chairman had asked the police to investigate.  

C. Grass Cutting Contract-Jason Cottingham had sent the category of grass cutting 
heights. The most recent cut had been satisfactory. The Amenities Committee 
meet on 7th September to discuss the tender for the next cutting season and their 
recommendations for 12 cuts a season for the grass verges and 4 cuts for four 
areas at the slip road end of the village and on the bank of the village hall was 
approved. The Clerk had written to the Vale asking if the Parish Council could 
take over the remaining areas that were cut by them in Otters Reach and River 
View. The Clerk would issue the documents to the contractors in September with 
a deadline of 29th October. There would be a meeting of the Amenities Committee 
at 7pm on 2nd November to consider the bids and to make recommendations to the 
Council for a decision on 11th November. 

A. Bollards- The utility searches had been provided by the County Council and the 
bollards had been delivered to Matthews Land Group. Having done a test dig as a 
result of the utility searches, the contractor Charles Matthews of Matthews Land 
Group said he would have to hand dig all the holes for the bollards as the water 
pipe runs along the edge of the verge. This meant the work would cost double. 
The two quotes that were approved were £1,584 using a machine and £3,328 by 
hand. Also he would have to import some soil to level the ground and would 
finish it all off with grass seed. The work started on 7th September.  

D. Street Cleaning- The Clerk had asked the Vale for details of the road sweeping 
standards for the village as some areas such as Colley Wood and Kirk Close 
seemed to have been neglected. All roads with kerbs should be swept every eight 
weeks. That meant about six times per year.  

E. Local Referendums to Veto Excessive Council Tax Increases- A consultation 
document had been issued by Communities and Local Government. The 
consultation ran until 10 September. The plan was to include local councils for the 



 

Page 321 

first time in this legislation. If a parish council wished to set a precept higher than 
Central Government said they could they would have to have a local referendum. 
If they did not win the referendum they would have to revert to a lower figure 
which they would have produced as a draft budget. All this would be in position 
for the next financial year if the legislation timetable went through. A response to 
the consultation was prepared by the Clerk and circulated to all members and in 
consultation with the members attending the Planning Committee on 31st August 
2010 was approved. As it was a matter of urgency, the response had been sent to 
Communities and Local Government under the delegated authority approved at 
the July meeting.  There was concern expressed by a number of members about 
the cost to the Council Tax payers. It was felt that it showed little understanding of 
Parish Councils at Central Government level.  

F. Ordnance Survey maps- The Clerk had contacted the Vale as part of the 
purchasing procedure to subscribe to Parish Online which was a subscription 
service which would allow the Parish Council to manipulate maps of the parish 
for the cost of £40 per annum. The officer said that she could supply some maps 
free of charge for the Parish Council as their licence covered third parties.  

G. Saturday Office- Cllr. Johnston and the Clerk attended the office on 4th 
September. The office was busy with eight residents attending with a variety of 
issues. There were reports of damaged pavements and roadways in Bagley Wood 
Road, Sandford Lane and Colley Wood. These had been reported to the County 
Council and the Clerk had had a call from Mr Softley to say he had ordered 
repairs for Sandford Lane and would investigate the other areas. The other items 
raised were graffiti in Sandford Lane on the fence of the Industrial Estate and 
Railway Bridge. There was a complaint against one the employees of a company 
on the Estate who threatened a resident in Sandford Lane. The Police were called 
to the incident. There was a continuing problem of unloading of lorries in the lane. 
There was a request for the trees in Colley Wood to be inspected and have some 
tree surgery done to them. It was reported that some of the highway signs along 
The Avenue were obstructed by vegetation. There was an enquiry about delivery 
of the brown bins. The residents were also interested in the display of the new 
waste bins in the village hall.  

 
4008. CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUESTS FOR GRANT AID     
A. Oxfordshire Association for the Blind- A request for a grant towards their work 

for local people had been received. They helped 31 people from Kennington last 
year. It was agreed on a proposition by Cllr. Patterson seconded by Cllr. Charlett 
to offer a grant of £125.00.  

B. Kennington Village Hall-There had been a request for a grant of £5,000 from the 
Village Hall towards the acoustic work which would cost approximately £13,000. 
In addition there was a request for the Parish Council to be the third party funder 
for the Village Hall’s application to WREN for a grant towards the kitchen 
refurbishment. This was agreed under delegated authority as the application had to 
be in by the end of August. If the grant was successful it would mean that it would 
pay WREN £284.90 to release the grant. The budget that was allocated for the 
work on the soundproofing and secondary glazing was £5,000 this financial year. 
It was agreed to retain £500 for the WREN bid and pay the balance towards the 
invoices for the secondary glazing and the soundproofing.  

C.  Oxfordshire Woodland Project-A request had been made for a donation 
towards their work. They assisted the creation of the community wood called 
Kendall’s Copse about three years ago. It was agreed to offer a grant on a 
proposition by Cllr. Patterson seconded by Cllr. Swaisland. A grant of £100 was 
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agreed unanimously on a proposition by Cllr. Baggott seconded by Cllr. Mrs. 
Rodgers.  

D. Vale of White Horse District Council-  
a. Request to nominate someone who was part of a carers group or who 

cares for their families and friends for the Chairman’s Community 
Lunch. It was suggested to nominate a volunteer from Headway and 
any other suggestions would be sent to the Clerk before the deadline in 
confidence.  

b. Letter on the consultation on new executive arrangements which ends 
on 30th September 2010. Cllr. Patterson explained it was asking if the 
Vale should have an elected Mayor.  

c. Letter on draft joint statement of licensing policy. Cllr. Charlett said he 
had asked for a paper copy but had no response. Cllr. Patterson would 
investigate.  

d. Letter about work to trees at Church of the Good Shepherd to remove 
three lower branches of a sycamore tree. 

e. Update on the new waste collection service including delivery 
schedule for the new bins. The new recycling service would not take 
used batteries. It was suggested that a battery drop of point could be 
ordered for use in the village hall. The new waste bins were on display 
in the Village Hall. 

f. Unvaled, the magazine published by the Vale. Booklet on preparing for 
emergencies. 

g. Details of the Homebuyers’ Day on 9th September from 3-8pm in 
Abingdon Guildhall. 

E. OALC- Details of a training day on Charitable Trusts on 9th November. It was 
agreed that the Clerk and Cllr. Charlett would attend. The cost was £25 plus VAT 
per delegate. Copy of the monthly update. It said that there would be no pay 
increases in local government salaries in 2010/2011. There was some movement 
in changing the legislation on cheques. There was information on ordering a BT 
phone line. There were a number of  other training opportunities.  

F. Oxfordshire County Council- Notification of a series of public meetings to hear 
the views of residents on the cuts to the County Council budget. The nearest ones 
were on 7th September from 7.30pm in County Hall, Oxford and 30th September 
from 7.30pm at the Abbey Hall, Abingdon. Copy of the Home 2 School 
Newsletter. 

G. Mrs Freeman, Bagley Close- A letter and photographs about potholes in the 
roadway at Nos.1-15 Bagley Close.  

H. Air Ambulance- Thank you letter for the grant aid.  
I. South and Vale Carers Centre- Copy of their newsletter which indicate the 

current position of the Carers Centres in Oxfordshire. They might lose county 
funding in 2011 if they were not successful in the tendering exercise.  

J. DEFRA- Booklet on Being a Good Employer.  
K. CPRE- Copy of their magazine Fieldwork and Countryside Voice and copy of the 

agenda for the local branch AGM on 21st August.  
L. OPFA- Copy of their magazine The Playing Field.  
M. SLCC- Details of their local training courses. Notice of AGM on 16th October. 
N. TOE-Invitation to the final annual meeting on 9th September at 2pm in Dorchester 

Village Hall.  
O. Thames Valley Police- Details of their Open Day on 4th September at TVP 

Training Centre in Sulhamstead.  
P. Clerks and Councils Direct-Copy of their magazine. 
Q. NHS Oxfordshire-Copy of their magazine Health Matters. 



 

Page 323 

R. No Need for Nuclear- Campaign against nuclear power stations.  
S. NSPCC-Details of fund raising 25 mile sponsored walk on 5th September.  
T. ORCC- Invitation to the 90th birthday Annual General Meeting on 8th October at 

the Oxford Centre and copy of the booklet celebrating this milestone. Also details 
of a job vacancy for a Business and Community Links Worker.  

U. Uffington White Horse Show- Poster to advertise the show on 29th and 30th 
August.  

V. Commercial Brochures-Falcon signs, IMI War Memorial Cleaning, Blanchere, 
Littlethorpe Bus Shelters. 

W. Headway- Copy of their newsletter. 
X. Horspath Parish Council- An email had been received about the Parish 

Council’s concern about the management of Shotover Country Park and the Site 
of Special Scientific Interest by Oxford City Council. It was agreed to support 
them.  

Y. Village Warden- Mr Pope had written about a problem with the ditch behind 
No11 St Swithun’s Road and was concerned about flooding. It was agreed that the 
Chairman and Clerk would investigate.  
 

                                                                                                           
4009. FINANCIAL REPORT AND ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
Bank Signatories 
The Clerk had contacted Barclays Bank about changing the signatories on the bank 
account following the death of Cllr. Holland who was a signatory. It was agreed to 
add two additional signatories to the account. These were Cllr. Swaisland and Cllr. 
Baggott.  
 
Statement of Bank Accounts as at 31st August 2010 
Community Account                                                                              £500.00
Business Premium Account.                                                                   £13,490.47
Earmarked Funds Account £31,552.31
National Savings Investment Account                              £7,941.97

Sub total £53,484.75
Less outstanding cheques -£779.17

Total £52,705.58
Charity Land B.P.A.                                                                                £165.01

 
Direct Debit 

Virgin Media 
Telephone and Internet -August 

£42.11 

Virgin Media 
Telephone and Internet -September 

£41.27 

 
The accounts for payment and the financial report were approved on a proposition by 
Cllr. Swaisland and seconded by Cllr. Baggott.  
 
Accounts paid in August 

Cheque No. 
105… 

   Power to Act 
 

202 
 

Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Expenses for July 

£114.66 LGA 1972 

203 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s salary for July less Tax 

£992.42 LGA 1972 

204 Mr A Pope 
Village Warden’s wages for August 4 weeks 
@ £52.50 plus 8 hours watering @ £7.50 

£270.00 LGA 1972 
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205 Mr M Hutton 
Play Area Warden’s wages for August  
4 weeks @ £22.50  plus 1 week for July 

£90.10 LGA 1972 

206 HM Revenue and Customs 
Tax and Employer’s NI 

£368.24 LGA 1972 

207 Vale of White Horse District Council 
Servicing of 7 dog bins 01/01/2010 to 
31/03/2010 

£358.74 Litter Act 1983 

208 Vale of White Horse District Council 
Servicing of 8 dog bins 01/04/2010 to 
30/06/2010 

£409.98 Litter Act 1983 

209 TCL 
3 visits for landscape maintenance 01/07, 
15/07 and 29/07 for The Links 

£293.74 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

210 Mrs M Biggs 
Catering for Garden Competition 

£52.00 S137 LGA 1972 
 

211 Berinsfield Community Business 
Cemetery 2 cuts 03/06 and 17/06 £315.60 
Quarterly maintenance 29/30 June £210.45 
Colley Wood £125.15  

£765.17 LGA 1972 

212 ISS Facility Services 
Cutting in July 2010 
Playing Fields £136.56 
Verge Cutting £437.00 

£673.93 LGA 1972 

213 British Gas Business 
Gas for pavilion 31/03 to 29/06 

£38.37 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

214 Dataprint 
Garden Certificates 

£79.90 S137 LGA 1972 
 

215 Mrs P Johnston 
Stamps £25.80 
Litter pick stick for new Warden £23.40 
Garden Competition expenses £121.42 
 

£170.62 S137 LGA 1972 
 

216 Mr M Hutton 
Rake for play bark £26.00 
Key cutting £10.00 

£36.00 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

217 St Swithun’s Church P. C. C. 
Hire of hall 

£14.00 LGA 1972 

218 Thames Water 
Water for pavilion 

£108.50 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

219 Said Business School 
Photocopying 

£8.57 LGA 1972 

220 JACS (UK) Limited 
Bollards for the Avenue 

£1,430.30 Highway Act 1980 

221 Endsleigh Insurance (Brokers) Ltd 
Playing Field Association Assurance 

£3,526.36 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

 
Payments received in September 

Vale of White Horse District Council 
Second half of the annual precept 

£39,456.00 

 
Accounts paid in September 

Cheque No. 
105… 

   Power to Act 
 

222 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s Expenses for August 

£114.66 LGA 1972 

223 Mrs P Johnston 
Clerk’s salary for August less Tax 

£992.42 LGA 1972 

224 Mr A Pope 
Village Warden’s wages for September 5 
weeks @ £52.50 plus 10 hours watering @ 

£337.50 LGA 1972 
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£7.50 

225 Mr M Hutton 
Play Area Warden’s wages for September 
5 weeks @ £22.50  less tax 

£89.90 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

226 HM Revenue and Customs 
Tax and Employer’s NI 

£368.44 LGA 1972 

227 GreenThumb 
Grass treatment for War Memorial 

£54.00 War Memorial Act 
1923 

228 Vale of White Horse District Council 
Servicing of 8 dog bins 

£409.98 Litter Act 1983 

229 Mrs P Johnston 
4 rolls of dog proof fencing £256.70 
Postage £14.34 
Helping Hand Litter picker £23.40 

£294.44 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

230 Euroffice Ltd 
Storage Files 

£58.70 LGA 1972 

231 Said Business School 
Photcopying July 

£6.02 LGA 1972 

232 St Johns College No3 Domestic Account 
Rent for Forest Side 29/9 to 24/12 2010 

£312.50 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

233 Berinsfield Community Business 
Cutting at cemetery 3 cuts 1/14/27 July  

£556.26 LGA 1972 

234 Southern Electric 
War Memorial electricity 

£49.12 War Memorial Act 
1923 

235 Mr P Biggs 
Quarterly Chairman’s allowance 

£123.50 LGA 1972 

236 Kennington Village Hall 
Hire of rooms 

£64.00 LGA 1972 

239 ISS Facility Services 
Grass cutting verges and playing Fields 

£417.20 Highways Act 1980 

240 RBS Software Solutions 
Alpha accounting software maintenance 

£104.58 LGA 1972 

241 TCL 
Landscape maintenance 12/08 and 26/08 

£195.83 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

242 Berinsfield Community Business 
Cemetery grass cut 9/08 and 23/08 
Quarterly maintenance 9/08 

£726.51 LGA 1972 

 
 
From Playing Fields Association 

Cheque No. 
105… 

   Power to Act 
 

237 Mr N. Robins 
Invoice from Marcham Service Station Ltd for 
battery for mower 

£51.46 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

238 Calber Facilities Management 
Cleaning of fascia on pavilion 

£91.06 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

243 Southern Electric 
Electricity for Playfield Road Pavilion 

£238.99 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

244 Southern Electric 
Electricity for Forest Side Pavilion 

£67.42 LG (Misc Prov) Act 
1976 

 
4010. MINUTES OF AMENITIES COMMITTEE 
The minutes of the meeting on 13th July and the verbal report of the meeting on7th 
September were noted and discussed at item 4007 C.  
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4011. MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE 
The minutes of the Planning Committee on 13th July and 3rd August 2010 were noted. 
 
4012. REPORTS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
Kennington Playing Fields Association- Cllr. Johnston sent a written report. He 
mentioned that the repair work was complete following the flood at last Christmas. A 
new cleaner had been appointed who was doing a very good job. The facia had been 
cleaned. They were waiting to hear about the new lease.  
Kennington Village Hall-Cllr. Charlett reported that there had been another leak to 
the roof which would cost £1,200 to repair. There was a problem with the neighbour’s 
leylandii trees growing over the boundary. Cllr. Patterson said they could ask the Vale 
to assist under the High Hedges legislation. Cllr. Charlett had been concerned with 
press reports about the future of libraries with respect to County Council cuts.  

 
4013. ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS 
Cllr. Swaisland- He was concerned that there were a lot of discarded cigarettes stubs 
outside the Social Club. He wondered why people were able to sit outside the club 
blocking the entrance to the village hall. Cllr. Charlett said that an agreement had 
been made with the club by the village hall management committee to allow tables 
and chairs. He undertook to raise the matter with the Social Club and ensure they 
cleaned up each day. 
Cllr. Cobb-He reported that there was a pothole in Kennington Road. He mentioned 
that County Hall was open for the Open Doors weekend. They were selling 
refreshments for charity including the Kennington Cancer Fund.  
Cllr. Baggott-He had a number of issues he wanted to raise. The first was that the 
gate at the cemetery had been damaged again. He thought it might be Berinsfield 
Community Business as they parked near the gate when they did the cutting. The 
Clerk would ask them. The second was the waste collection at the cemetery. The 
Chairman would send details of the Biffa collection at the village hall and arrange a 
meeting. He was concerned about the waste bin outside the church. He had been 
asked about why a neighbour in Upper Road had not been notified of a planning 
application. It was felt that this was a District Council matter. He had noted that the 
gully in Bagley Wood Road had been cleared. It seemed that the drain had been 
blocked by concrete.  
Cllr. Charlett-He was concerned about the steps up to the raised footway in Sandford 
Lane. The Clerk would report it to the County Council.  
 
4014. REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Cllr. Fatemian gave a report on a number of topics. The main issue was the need to 
reduce the County Council’s budget by £200 million in the next 5 years. He said that 
they were in the planning stages and were holding a series of public meetings called 
the Big Debate to gauge views and get ideas from the members of the public. There 
were no areas that would not be considered for reductions apart from the schools 
budget. He responded to questions on the library service and an exchange of emails 
with Sylvia Vetta. It had been suggested that some libraries could be run by 
volunteers but no decisions had been taken. Cllr. Charlett pointed out that the rent 
charged for use of the space by the library was very reasonable and had been 
unchanged for 20 years. Cllr. Fatemian said that it may be that Parish Councils would 
take on services that the County Council could not support as was planned by 
Nuneham Courtenay who wanted to keep their speed cameras at a cost of £5,000. He 
said the final decisions would be taken in February 2011. He had had a meeting with 
the allotment holders and the Chairman about Redbridge Hollow.  He continued to 
hold surgeries and was pleased with the attendance. He had heard that the new 
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Highway Area Steward was Laura Hutching. She would be in post by mid October 
and would be contacting Parish Councils. He had found out the cost of filling potholes 
was £55 per sq. metre. He had attended a reception for the Oxford United players to 
celebrate their promotion to the league again.  He hoped members would visit County 
Hall during the Open Doors weekend.  
 
4015. REPORT OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Cllr. Jennings was not at the meeting because of work commitments so was unable to 
give a report.  
 
Cllr. Patterson gave a report on three items. The first was Abingdon Old Gaol and he 
explained that the final contract for its development had been signed with Cranbourne 
Homes. The financial background could now be revealed. Cranbourne had been the 
highest bidder and after negotiating over the price in light of the change in the 
economic climate the Vale have been paid £2 million and a guaranteed total of  20% 
of the sale of the properties on the site which would on current estimates total £4 
million. Other bidders had wanted the Vale to give them money to take on the 
redevelopment so it was very commercially confidential to secure the bid. A full 
archaeological surely had been undertaken which revealed nothing of significance. 
Social housing would be provided on other sites in Abingdon being developed by 
Cranbourne. He gave an update on the financial position of the Vale. There had been 
an anticipated shortfall of £1.7 million because of the difficult financial situation of 
the country especially related to property developments and reduced use of car 
parking. However the officers had been instructed to plan the expenditure carefully 
which had lead to a £1.2 million under spend which would allow the Vale to manage 
this difficult period. They had plans to reduce the budget by 25% over the next four 
years which should be in line with central government targets. He talked about the 
new waste contract. He said that there were 18,000 bins still to be delivered. 
Abingdon was to be the last place to receive them. He explained following questions 
that they hoped for an increase of recycling from 40% to 70% and there would be a 
financial saving of £400,000 per year on the joint contract. The bins had been 
purchased outright at a cost of £2million and they were expected to last at least twenty 
five years.  

 
 

Meeting Closed – 9.20pm   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed     ……................................................. Date       ...................................... 


