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Kennington Parish Council 

Oxfordshire 
Minutes of the Council to consider planning applications held on  

11th August, 2009 at 8.00 pm in the Village Centre 
___________________________________________________________________ 
Present:, Cllr. Charlett (in the chair), Cllr. Baggott, Cllr. Biggs, Cllr. Cobb, Cllr. 
Holland and Cllr. Perkins 
In attendance: Mrs P Johnston (Clerk) and a large number of residents for 
consideration of application KEN/20928 and one for consideration of application 
KEN/20852/1. 
 
1. Apologies: Cllr. Ellis, Cllr. Jennings, Cllr. Johnston, Cllr. Mason and Cllr. 

Patterson 
 

2. Personal or Personal and Prejudicial Interests: None 
 
3. Minutes of the previous meeting on 21st July, 2009 were approved and signed as a 

correct record.  
 
4. The following applications were considered: 

4.1. KEN/20928  Land adjoining 31-34 Simpsons Way 
Applicant: J.A Pye (Oxford) Ltd 
Erection of 13 dwellings (3x2 bed, 3x3 bed, 3x4 bed & 4x5 bed) with parking, 
landscaping and access off Simpsons Way. 
 
There had been 15 letters and emails of objection from residents of Simpsons Way 
and St Swithuns Road. In addition there was a petition of objection with 177 
names. There had been one email comment requesting smaller starter homes on 
the site. The Chairman invited two residents to speak on behalf of the objectors. 
Mrs Wirdman spoke about the impact of the houses on Simpson Way properties. 
She said there were too many units and it was overtly urban and out of character 
with the neighbouring properties. The 13 dwellings would generate an additional 
819 trips along Simpsons Way. There should be consideration of the ecology 
report by Natural England. Ms Oram spoke of the impact of the traffic in Simpson 
Way. She explained that because of the sloping drives in Simpson Way many car 
owners parked in the road and additional traffic would be hazardous to road users. 
She was concerned that the medieval ditch between St Swithuns Road and 
Simpsons Way and the inadequate drainage of the site would cause more flooding.  
 
Following the presentations by the residents, the members discussed the 
application in detail. It was felt that development on this site was inevitable as it 
had been identified as a housing site in previous Local Development Plans. 
Members were concerned with the impact on Simpsons Way from the additional 
traffic and felt that more work should be done to secure another access probably 
into St Swithuns Road or Bagley Wood Road. A number of councillors wanted the 
site to accommodate affordable homes and therefore felt that 15 dwellings should 
be built which was the minimum number necessary for the policy on affordable 
homes to be triggered. One councillor was concerned that social housing may 
bring in people from outside the village. Another councillor wanted the best 
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environmental building techniques to be used. It was agreed unanimously on a 
proposition by Cllr. Biggs seconded by Cllr. Cobb to object to the application as 
there were no plans for affordable homes. The following comments were 
submitted to the Development Control Department of the Vale of White Horse 
District Council.  
 
The site lies between Simpsons Way and St Swithun’s Road and is possibly the last 
undeveloped area of any size in the village. As such it represents an ideal 
opportunity to produce lower cost family accommodation through the provision of 
affordable homes and smaller units. This application does not maximise the 
possible number of dwellings on the site and the potential for a sustainable 
development. 
 
Therefore the Parish Council objects to the application for the following reasons: 
 

• The site could accommodate 15 dwellings as stated as being the maximum 
for a single site in Kennington as identified in Policy H11 of the Adopted 
Local Plan 2011. This could be achieved by the removal of the five 
bedroomed properties and by replacing them with six smaller dwellings.  

• Fifteen dwellings would trigger Policy H17 relating to 40% of the housing 
to be allocated as affordable homes for local people. Kennington is a 
village near to Oxford which has excessively high house prices. There has 
been only one affordable social housing scheme for flats in the last ten 
years. There is a need for starter homes for young families and shared 
equity homes as well as social rented properties.  

• There is concern that the only vehicular and pedestrian access will be 
through Simpsons Way. It was felt that if the site could be split with a 
proportion of the properties accessed via Simpson Way and the rest by an 
alternative access probably at the junction to Bagley Wood Road and St 
Swithun’s Road this would reduce the impact on the residents of Simpsons 
Way. In particular it is important to have at least a pedestrian/cycle access 
to Bagley Wood Road/St Swithun’s Road to allow a shorter route to the 
Primary School and the Village Centre.  

• There is little detail about the use of environmentally sustainable features 
such as grey water recycling, the use of ground source heat pumps or 
solar panels and low energy building techniques. These are described in 
Vale of White Horse Residential Design Guide Spring 2009 and it was felt 
that the developer should incorporate as many of these sustainable 
features into this new development as possible.   

 
4.2. KEN/3270/7  18 Edward Road 
Applicant: Mr Abab Miah 
Demolition of existing asbestos garage. Construction of a detached dwelling (one 
bedroom), means of enclosure, waste store, car and cycle parking.  
 
There had been an objection via email from residents in Upper Road. The 
application was discussed in detail and it was felt that there was no material 
change to the previous application which had been refused. It was agreed 
unanimously on a proposition by Cllr. Biggs seconded by Cllr. Cobb to object to 
the application. 
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The following comments were submitted to the Development Control Department 
of the Vale of White Horse District Council. 
 
An outline application for this site was refused in December 2005. The Parish 
Council has considered the new detailed application and wish to continue their 
opposition to this development.  
 
The Parish Council object to the application for the following reasons: 
 

• The plot created by the removal of the rear garden to No18. Edward 
Road is too small and will produce a cramped development.   

• There is significant impact on the neighbour at No 129 Upper Road as 
the proposed building would be set in front of the building line of No 
129. Therefore the proposal is un-neighbourly. 

• The two car parking spaces would be accessed by reversing in or out 
as there is no turning space on site. This would be in conflict with the 
traffic using Upper Road at the Edward Road and Bagley Close 
junctions.  

 
Should the application be considered for approval, the Parish Council would like 
to request removal of permitted development rights as there should be no increase 
in bedroom space as this would make the car parking provision inadequate.  
 
4.3. KEN/20852/1  127 Poplar Grove 
Applicant: Mr David Sawyer 
Erection of a three bedroom detached house 
 
The Chairman invited the applicant to speak about this amendment to a previously 
permitted application.  Cllr. Biggs expressed his concern about the problem with 
the drainage in Meadow View Road and Poplar Grove. He had seen the effect of 
heavy rain which caused flooding and sewerage discharge into gardens. It was felt 
that this problem should be highlighted to the District Council although there was 
no objection to the proposal for a new property.  
 
The following comment, which was agreed unanimously, was sent to the District 
Council: No objection but the Parish Council is concerned that the drainage in 
this part of Poplar Grove and Meadow View Road is inadequate to accommodate 
an additional dwelling. 
 
4.4. KEN/20933  7 Jackson Drive 
Applicant: Mr & Mrs Neale 
Erection of a conservatory and utility room 
The following comment, which was agreed unanimously, was sent to the District 
Council: No objection. 
 
4.5. KEN/19694/2  12 St Swithuns Road 
Applicant: Mrs Gillow 
Demolition of existing porch and erection of a new porch.  
The following comment, which was agreed unanimously, was sent to the District 
Council: No objection. 
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5. The following decision notices were noted:  
 
5.1. . Permitted-KEN/13222/1 13 Playfield Road 
Erection of a two storey extension 
 
5.2. Permitted- KEN/20876 137 Upper Road 
Demolition of existing bungalow. Erection of two storey building comprising 4x2 
bedroom apartments, with private and communal amenity space, 6 car parking 
spaces, cycle and bin storage. 
 
5.3. Permitted -KEN/667/53 Templeton College 
Retention of temporary buildings 
 

6. It was noted that the following applications would be considered at the Vale’s 
Development Control meeting on 12th August, 2009: 
 
6.1. KEN/4958/2   8 Kirk Close 
Demolition of existing garage and ground floor extension. Erection of new ground 
floor extension and first floor extension with dormer windows. (Re-submission of 
previously withdrawn application KEN/4958/1) 
 
 

Meeting closed:  9.00pm 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed..……..……………………….   Date..……….………………….. 


