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Kennington Parish Council 

Oxfordshire 
Minutes of the Planning Committee held on  

22nd May, 2007 at 8.00 pm in Room 2/3 of the Village Centre 
___________________________________________________________________ 
Present: Cllr. Biggs, Cllr. Charlett, Cllr. Ellis, Cllr. Holland, Cllr. Jennings, Cllr. 
Mason and Cllr. Perkins. 
In attendance: Mrs P Johnston (Clerk) and three members of the public 
 
1. Election of Chairman: Cllr. Charlett was proposed by Cllr. Ellis and seconded by 

Cllr. Biggs. Cllr. Holland was proposed by Cllr. Jennings and seconded by Cllr. 
Mason. Cllr. Charlett was elected by four votes to three.  

 
2. Election of Vice-chairman: Cllr. Biggs was proposed by Cllr. Charlett and 

seconded by Cllr. Ellis and elected.  
 
3. Apologies: None 
 
4. Personal or Personal and Prejudicial Interests: None 
 
5. Minutes of the previous meeting on 1st May 2007 were approved and signed.  
 
6. The following applications were considered: 
 

6.1. KEN/2232/10   8 Woodcroft 
Applicant: K40 Properties 
Erection of two semi-detached four bedroom dwellings 
 
The Chairman explained the issues were similar to those at the development in 
Edward Road which had been approved by the Vale despite the Parish Council 
and local objections. The Chairman suspended standing orders to allow the 
neighbours to express their views.  Mr Dodds of No.10 Woodcroft, which was 
opposite the site, spoke about his opposition to the plans. Mr Dodds said that he 
appreciated that the plot could be considered an in-fill site for one dwelling but he 
said it was over intensive to build two large semi-detached houses on the site.  He 
showed the members documents relating to the history of the development of 
Woodcroft. Mrs Gaiskell of No.18 Woodcroft added that the parking 
arrangements for the property were inadequate. It would mean more parking in the 
road. The members discussed their views on the plans and unanimously agreed to 
object on the following grounds. 
 
Comments: 
The Parish Council object strongly to this application for the following reasons: 

1. While the plot could be considered to be an in-fill site, the proposal to 
build two semi-detached houses is over development of the site. The 
introduction of two very large semi-detached properties does not reflect 
the style of the other properties in Woodcroft, which has a pleasant open 
plan aspect. In particular the ridge of the steeply pitched roof is 
considerably higher than the ridge of the property at No 10 and will be 



 

Planning Committee Page No. 19 

very dominant even allowing for slab levels as indicated.  
2. The development does not provide sufficient amenity space to the rear of 

the new properties and also reduces the amenity space for the large 
property at No. 8. The introduction of bin stores in the front of the building 
creates an urban feeling in this low density road.  

3. There is potential for over-looking from the dormer windows in the front 
elevation.  

4. There are no garages to these properties and only four parking spaces for 
eight bedroom spaces. There is no provision for a turning circle on the site 
which means that manoeuvring will be difficult in this cramped and 
narrow access road. This will lead to parking on the highway.  

5. There is a public footpath passing in front of the properties and it is likely 
that there will be conflict with pedestrians using this footpath to access 
facilities in the village such as the doctors, shops and school.  

6. The private access road at present only serves two houses. This 
development would double the use of this substandard access especially as 
the lack of a turning circle may mean that cars would have to reverse its 
length to exit or enter.  

 
7. The following decision notices were noted:  
 

7.1. Withdrawn-KEN/19849/1 113 Kennington Road 
Proposed sub-division of one house into two houses 
 
7.2. Refusal-KEN/1522/3  1 Edward Road 
Erection of a two storey extension. Construction of additional parking space.  
 
7.3. Permitted-KEN/19763/1 17&19 Edward Road 
Erection of a two storey dwelling and attached garage (Re-submission) 
 
7.4. Permitted- KEN/20015 14 St Swithun’s Road 
Rear extension plus replacement roof to form additional accommodation. 
 
7.5. Permitted-KEN/20007 151 Upper Road 
Proposed tiled roof to replace flat roof over two existing dormer roofs.  
 

8. Consideration of the proposals for new sites for sand and gravel extraction south 
of Sandford Lane as identified in the Oxfordshire County Council’s Minerals Site 
Proposals and Policies Document: The members considered the document and 
looked in detail at the location map SG-41 on page A42. This identified a site 
from the Kennington/Radley boundary running southward between the railway 
line and The Thames.  It was agreed to object to the site proposed for the 
extraction of sand and gravel because of its inadequate access. The only roads to 
the proposed site were under the railway bridge in Sandford Lane and down the 
Lower Radley Road. While a road could be built to access the land it would need 
to cross the railway line which would be uneconomic for the amount of minerals 
which could be extracted.  
 

Meeting closed:  8.45pm 
 
 
Signed..……..……………………….   Date..……….………………….. 


