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Kennington Parish Council 

Oxfordshire 
Minutes of the Amenities Committee held on  

28
th

 June 2011 at 7.30 pm in the Village Centre  

___________________________________________________________________ 

Present: Cllrs. Baggott, Biggs, Charlett, Ellis, Feather, Gelder, Mansfield, Patterson 

and Cllr. Mrs Rodgers 

 

In attendance: Pam Johnston, Clerk to the Council  

 

All actions decided at the Committee would be reported to Full Council for approval.  

 

1. Election of Chairman 
It was agreed unanimously to elect Cllr. Baggott as Chairman 

 

2. Election of Vice-Chairman 
It was agreed unanimously to elect Cllr. Mrs Rodgers as Vice-Chairman 

 

3. Apologies  

None 

 

4. Declarations of Personal or Personal and Prejudicial Interests 

None 

 

5. Salt Bins 

The Clerk explained that there had been four requests for salt bins. She had been told 

that the County Council had not decided whether or not to supply bins to Parish 

Councils. It was with the Cabinet member Cllr. Rodney Rose. It was agreed that the 

Clerk would write to Cllr. Rose and ask when they would be making a decision. If it 

was possible to purchase some then the Amenities Committee would look at the most 

suitable positions at the next meeting.  

 

6. Notice Boards 

There was a general discussion about the purchase of new notice boards. Everyone 

felt that the commercial ones were too expensive. It was agreed that the current ones 

could be refurbished. It was felt that a local carpenter should be found to do the work. 

It was agreed that all the members would look at the condition of the boards before 

the next meeting and come with a list of which ones were the top priority to be 

repaired or replaced. It was also agreed to double the size of the one at the Village 

Hall. 

 

7. Water supply to the War Memorial  
Cllr. Biggs explained the problem with watering the grass at the War Memorial. It 

was with the kindness of the neighbour that he could use his supply which was not 

satisfactory. It was agreed to support the installation of the supply. Cllr. Biggs 

undertook to investigate how much it would costs and where the supply would be 

located by contacting Thames Water.  



 

8. Verge protection opposite War Memorial 

Cllr. Biggs explained that the verge outside 2 Bagley Wood Road was being 

destroyed by cars parking on it. There was a discussion on the merits of bollards or 

cell blocks. This led to a vote and it was agreed to install the four posts that had been 

saved from the War Memorial refurbishment by eight votes to one. The Clerk would 

write to the County Council to get approval and find a contractor who could do the 

work.  

 

9. Allocation of the areas of grass verges to be monitored by the members of the 

council 

The Clerk supplied a draft allocation of areas and maps of the verges which should be 

cut. There was a general discussion on the contract. The Clerk said she was having 

difficulty reconciling the invoices as she had not received a schedule of the days they 

were in the village. There was considerable concern about this and it was felt that it 

was urgent to get in touch with the contractor to arrange a meeting within the next 

week with the Chairman of the Amenities Committee.  

 

10. Review of work by Berinsfield Community Business (BCB) 

There was a general discussion about the quality of the work of BCB. It was felt they 

did a good job especially at the cemetery. Mark Williams had asked if the Parish 

Council wanted the hedge to be trimmed. This was agreed and in addition the Clerk 

was asked to find the cost to trim the south corner at the junction with The Avenue 

and Sandford Lane up to the village sign on a quarterly basis.   

 

11. Tree planting in the village 

A budget had been created on the suggestion by Cllr. Mason. As the County Council 

was revising the criteria for planting on the highway no trees were purchased last 

financial year. There was a discussion on the difficulties in maintaining and insuring 

the planting so it was decided not to plant any trees in the verges and keep the budget 

for replacements on the playing fields.  

 

12. Christmas Tree Lights  

The Clerk explained about the Christmas Tree lights which were supplied and fitted 

by a local contractor. The budget allocation was not sufficient and would need to be 

increased next year. In the meantime the Clerk would draw up a specification for the 

supply of the lights in December 2011 and invite local electricians to bid for the work. 

It was agreed not to purchase lights individually. 

 

13. Date of Next Meeting 

The Committee would meet in the Village Hall to discuss the grass cutting contract on 

Wednesday 3
rd

 August 2011 at 7.30pm. This meeting would discuss progress on all 

the items except item 11.  

 

Meeting closed 8.35pm   

 

 

 

Signed ...............................................................   Date............................................ 

 


